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Gift Day  
Our summer of activity 

culminates in this special 

service when the fruits of our 

talent will be collected in. 
 



 

Pastoral letter 
October 2008 

 

I make no apology for retelling a little story that 

was related by the leader of worship at a recent 

conference I and Old Parish elder Tom Fairbairn 

attended on behalf of Presbytery.  Perhaps I ought 

to say that this is my own adaptation of what I 

heard. 
 

In a European country in the Middle Ages there 

lived a very rich nobleman.  He was a kindly sort 
of fellow and was minded to do something for the 

benefit of the whole community over which he 

ruled.  After much thought he decided he would 

build a church, a grand church of which everyone 

in the vicinity would be proud. 
 

The nobleman engaged the best architect he could 

find and worked out his plans.  He then found the 
best craftsmen in the land to carry out the 

construction and work began.  It took a long time 

until the building work was completed and more 

months still until the interior had been decorated 

to the nobleman’s satisfaction. 
 

 

 

“The more of you who attend the brighter will 

the light be inside the church and the stronger 
light there will be shining out to the 

countryside around.” 
 

  

After many, many months the wealthy benefactor 
was at last delighted with the completed church, 

but throughout the whole time that the building 

work had been going on none of the villagers or 

country-folk for whom it had been provided had 

been allowed to look inside. 
 



Finally, the day arrived for the church to be 

dedicated and used for worship for the first time.  

The people came flocking in large numbers, not 

only to worship but to see the beauty of the inside 

for themselves.  It was breathtakingly beautiful ... 

but there was one serious drawback: there was no 
lighting inside apart from the natural light coming 

through the windows. 
 

Many of the people were bitterly disappointed that 

their fine new church was so dim and dismal 

inside.  The nobleman, however, had intended it 

that way. 
 

“The church is indeed the most beautiful in the 

land,” he told them, “but there are no lights 

because each time that each one of you attends 
worship you must bring your own light.  When you 

do not attend, there will be darkness in your part 

of the church.  On the other hand, when you do 

attend, your light will shine and will not only 

illuminate where you sit, but will help to cast light 

through the windows to the countryside beyond.” 
  

“The more of you who attend the brighter will the 
light be inside the church and the stronger light 

there will be shining out to the countryside 

around.” 
 

It’s a simple little story that’s worth taking to 

heart, isn’t it. 

 

With love, 

Calum Macdougall.  
        

 

 

See the many 

events advertised 

in this magazine 
 

 

 

 



 

2008 
Talent 

Scheme 
 

 

What’s it all about? 
The church is always asking for money it seems and with a 

commitment like that of Peebles Old Parish, constant funding is 

certainly required. So in seeking to assist the balance sheet this 

year the Finance Committee have decided that they’d like to see 

our talent as well as the rewards that 

they’ll bring.  
 

 

The idea is that we all 
engage our talent to raise 

money for His work through 
Peebles Old Parish Church. 

 

Calum Macdougall launched our 2008 

Talent Scheme back in July to all 
members of the congregation Calum’s 

very humorous presentation focused on 

the fact that we all have a talent or 

talents and all that is required is a wee 

bit of that as an effort to help God’s 

work in Peebles.  
 

It’s not too late to get involved.  
Our talents are many and diverse and so far there have been an 

amazing array exercised already…just see some of the adverts in 

this magazine! There are bound to be some we haven’t thought of 

which you could easily engage to raise funds. We’ve though of a 

few to get you going which are listed on the opposite page but 
we’re sure there’s many more to come out of TOPCOP. 
 

It really doesn’t have to be complex, just have 

some friends round for a cup of coffee or tea 
(and maybe a sticky bun) and ask for a 

donation to the 2008 Talent Scheme…simple! 

TOPCOP NEEDS 

YOU 



  
 
 

It’s turning out to be a very busy summer by the looks of it and 
some of the ideas appear in this magazine. If you haven’t yet 

exercised your talent for TOPCOP it’s not too late. Please let the 

editor or the church secretary have the details of your activities or if 

you’d be willing to help at another as soon as you can so we can 

advertise in the magazine and on our website. 

 
 

Our summer of activity will culminate in 
the special Gift Day service on the 26th of 

October when the fruits of our talent will 
be collected in. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Gift Day 

 

Gift Day 
Please support our 



 

News from our organisations 
What we’re up to. 
 

 

Six new Communicants 
 

At a wonderful warm celebration on Sunday 21st September six new 
communicants were made members of the church. Pictured below they 
are, left to right, Fiona Taylor, Russell Copland, Fiona MacFarlane, Marjory 

McFarlane, Stuart McFarlane and Andrew Russel.  
 

 
 

Over the past weeks the six have met with Calum for a series of wide-
ranging, thought-provoking and at times hilarious discussions, with a view 

to Public Profession of Faith and admission to full membership of the 
church.  In an unusual and welcome addition to the proceedings, two of 
their number were also baptised during the service. 
 

Fortunately, all of them are well known to the Minister, who successfully 
met the challenge of getting everyone’s names in the right order at the 

right time. 
 

The group would all like to express their gratitude to Calum for his time, 
resourcefulness and great humour at their meetings, and for his wonderful 

and uplifting service for our Confirmation.  They also greatly appreciate 
the mutual support received from each other and from all of the 
congregation.  
 



The Christmas Traidcraft catalogue is now 

available at the Fairtrade stall in the MacFarlane Hall. If anyone would 
like to put in an order for anything from the catalogue please ask for an 

order form on any Sunday morning when the stall is open. There is a 
large selection of cards and paper as well as foodstuffs, clothing, toys 
and wine. 

 
 

Garden Party Oct.11th.  10.00-11.00 a.m. 
 

Come and join our Garden Party for an hour of bulb planting and tidying of 
the garden around the hall before the winter sets in. We would also be 
grateful for any spare plants you may have if you have been dividing up 

your perennials.  Sounds painful!   Coffee and cake will be on hand at 
11.00 as a reward for your “hard labour”. Bulbs will be provided but if you 
can please bring along a trowel or a pair of secateurs. We are always 
grateful for any donations to the church compost bin.  

For more information please contact: 
Diana Brown, Eco Co-ordinator (720817) 
 

 

EDDLESTON GUILD 
 

The first meeting of the new session will be a members' 

night reflecting on "Quiet Moments". The theme for 
2008/09 is "He restores my soul".  
We look forward to seeing all old members - and maybe 

some new ones too- on Wednesday 15th October 
'08 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  
Any other enquiries about the Guild can be made to  

Viv Wilmut (730335) or Margaret Love (730263) 
 

 

  
 

It all went well for Russell on Saturday 16th August…until someone 

pushed him out of the plane…well that was the idea!  
 

Well how did 
Russell get on? 



We couldn’t all be there but thanks to a generous donor there is a 

film of Russell’s jump which is both scary and amazing in equal 
measure. It has already been played at coffee after church and will 

be again in the next few weeks.  

The funds raised are now well in excess of £1000 so we 
could still do with your help to thank Russell for his 

bravery…after-all would you liked to have done it!  
 

 

 

2008 
Talent Scheme 
 

 

A Peal for your Generosity 
 

They say that actions speak louder than words, and 
here in Peebles few things speak or sound louder than 

the bells of the Old Parish Church.  With their regular 
ringing of the bells, the current bellringers are 
keeping alive a tradition that spans some sixty years.   

     Now the bellringers are offering you the opportunity to hear a tune of 
your choice, sacred or secular, played in our church bell-tower, from 
where it should be audible over a large area of the town.  Ringings will 

take place at designated intervals during the day on Saturday 25th 
October.  The town will be allowed some peace between spells of ringing! 
     A list of readily-recognisable tunes will be available, from which to 

make your selection, but other suggestions are welcome.  The only 
restriction on the choice of tunes is that they should be capable of being 
played on the 13 notes that the bellringers have at their disposal.  
     In return for hearing their tunes ringing out over the rooftops, it is 

hoped that everyone will make a donation to boost our fund-raising 
efforts on 25th October.  Requests may be given to Fiona Taylor, in 
person or by phone (724196), in advance or on the day itself at the 

church. 
 

 

 

Parish Toddlers’ Teddy Bear Talent. 
 

For the talent scheme we are having a "Guess the Teddy's Birthday" 
competition. 
The price is £1 per guess and the prize is a very nice teddy with knitted 

scarf. 



Thank you to everyone who has had a guess 

already and we will be asking folk at coffee 
after church, at Toddlers and also at the Sale 
on 25th October to have a go if they wish to. 

The winner will be announced at the sale. 
 

Our aim is to get £100, but we could make 
£365 with lots of support    

                                                       

Elspeth and Val 
 

 
 
 
 

 

2008 
Talent Scheme 

 

 

Cross channel swim 
 

Please sponsor choir member ANNE ROSS in this venture ; 23 

miles which just in case you were worrying that we might not see 

Anne again is equal to 1840 
lengths of the Peebles Hydro 

pool. Anne will be undertaking 

this exercise over a period of 

weeks and hopes to complete 

the swim by the Gift Day 

Service in October. 

 
There are sheets on the board in the MacFarlane Hall and The Song 

School for you to complete  
 

 



 

Family Ceilidh 
 

October 18th 
MacFarlane Hall 
5-9.30pm 

 
A fine buffet is to be 
included and 

refreshments will be 
available. Adults only £6, 

children are £3 and the 
under 5s are completely free so the whole family can join in 
this fun event on the 18th! 
 

Tickets and more information available from Karen Ritchie on 
01896 833108 or Fiona MacFarlane on 01721 724024 

Your support for this TOPCOP talent event will be greatly 
appreciated. 

 

 

2008 
Talent Scheme 
 

 

A Reflexology treatment is on offer 

under the talent scheme. Reflexology is 

a natural, gentle non-invasive form of 

healing. Reflexology is suitable for all 

ages. There is a whole list 

of conditions which may benefit from 
having a treatment. These include: 

insomnia, asthma, depression, 

headaches and migraines, sinusitis, 

muscular pain including back 

pain. There are many more. 
 

Please phone 720 568 or speak to Janet Macdougall at 

church. 

 
 



 

 

2008 
Talent Scheme 
 

 

Who’s the baby? 
 

We’re planning a “who’s the baby” 

competition at the Autumn Fayre so we’d be 

delighted to have a photograph 

of you in your current 

form and one from 

your earlier days. 
These can be in either digital or print form 

(which we can scan and return to you). 

Please e-mail to magazine@topcop.org.uk 

or hand to the editor or Marjory McFarlane 

Here’s a starter for ten…see if you can tell which of the 

elders these two are? 
 

 

 

2008 
Talent 

Scheme 
 

 

Autumn Fayre & Fun Day 
 

25th October, MacFarlane Hall 10am – 4pm 
 

A day for showing off the wonderful Talents within The Old 
Parish Church of Peebles.  Something for everyone: great 
sales, refreshments, games, competitions and more, all lots 

of fun. You can even have a relaxing session of Reflexology, 
have your nails or even your face painted.  
 

Refreshments Games 

Who’s the baby Reflexology 

Teddy Bear Talent Requests on the Bells 



Face painting Drench the Wench 
 

Come along and enjoy the Talents and exercise your 

Talent for spending at the same time.  Watch the notice 
boards and the Intimations for further details. Ideas and 

offers of help please to Marjory McFarlane on 
722127. 
 

 

 

Flower Donors Calendar 2008-2009 
 

Thank you to everyone who has donated flowers over the past 

year and to the ladies who have arranged and distributed them. 
 

The Flower Calendar for 2008-2009 is now in place on the notice 
board in the church vestibule. Can I ask that all existing donors 

please check their information is correct and let me know if there 

are any changes required. 
 

If you would like to donate flowers at any time please contact 

Maureen on 724633 
 

 

They were there… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘FORTIES’ NIGHT 
Saturday, 8th November 



7.00 for 7.30pm 
MacFarlane Hall 

 

in aid of Access for All 
 

Ticket £10  

(includes meal, refreshments and entertainment) 

…be there! 
 

Tickets on sale now…get them while you can!   
• in MacFarlane Hall and at Eddleston after church on Sundays 
• or ring 721075 or 722528  
• or from Church Office Tues and Thurs 10.00-12.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Access for All Update 
 

Roger Trueman 
 

 
The church and hall buildings are set on the top of Castle Hill in a very 
prominent position at the end of the High Street.  They are approached 

from both front and rear by rather daunting flights of steps.  These steps 
make access impossible for people in wheelchairs and people pushing 
prams and somewhat challenging for everybody else. 

The Kirk Session has been seeking to tackle this challenge for many years 
and the most recent proposal involved rebuilding the steps at the front of 
the church to incorporate a ramp within new and easier to use steps.  It 

was technically challenging because of the restriction upon available space 
and prohibitively expensive because nothing short of the best materials ie 
stone would be acceptable in this prominent location. 
 

will hold a special 
1940s promotion in the 
middle of October. 

Watch their window for 
details. 

Preparations are now well under way for this major fundraising 

event and lots of people have been working hard (and having a 

huge amount of fun in the process) to ensure you’ll have a great 

evening.  
 

If you haven’t got a ticket, you’ll need to move fast as numbers 

are limited by the size of the MacFarlane Hall and the amount of 

food that our catering staff can produce from one small kitchen! 

We must stress, too, that admission is strictly by ticket only – 
we won’t be selling tickets at the door on the night.  
 

Things were rationed in the 1940s, but what rationed on 8 

November will be FUN and SPENDING! We have some sideshows 

and competitions for you, all priced at 50p or £1, so bring along 

plenty coins. 



A new proposal has been considered which is less expensive and meets 

the requirements for the provision of access to suit every need including 

that of wheelchair users. It comprises a timber deck and bridge linking the 
Cuddy Bridge to the pathway running alongside the church.  This route is 
only achievable with the cooperation of the owners of The Courthouse 

building as it is to be constructed primarily on land within their ownership.  
The width and gradient of the ramp will fully comply with the design 
guidance for access for ambulant and disabled people and will be 

manageable for people pushing prams. It will also provide an easier access 
for all who find the existing steps somewhat daunting.  A significant length 
of the proposed access is virtually level with relatively short lengths with a 

gradient of up to 1:12.  There will be handrails at both sides of the access 
for its full length and every effort will be made to ensure that the surface 
of the timber deck will be slip resistant and will not become slippery when 

wet. The car park setting down point at the front of the church is close to 
the new walkway with a gently inclined approach.  The design and 
engineering of the ramp and bridge is to be carried out by Forestry Civil 

Engineering and their expertise in such structures is well established.   

Court House 

Church 

An impression of the proposal 



 

The proposal has been discussed with interested parties and appears to be 
well received.  The Kirk Session has authorised a Detailed Planning 

Application to be submitted and this will take a few months to process 
because of the structure’s proximity to a listed building and because of the 
requirement to consult with the Church of Scotland’s Art and Architecture 

Committee. The proposal has the potential to make a significant 
improvement to a rather neglected green space adjacent to the Cuddy.  
Costs will be significantly less than the previous scheme associated with 

remodelling the church steps and will offer good value for money.  
Schemes for landscaping and lighting associated with the proposed 
structure have still to be developed.  
  

More information will be provided in due course.  
Please watch this space! 

 

Music Group 
The Music Group met on Wednesday 17th September 
 

 

 

Church Website 
Following Willie Nicoll’s article in the magazine about the church website, it 
was agreed that the music pages of the website should be reviewed and 

updated. Everyone agreed to look at the website and consider what 
improvements could be made. 

Cuddy  
Bridge 



Update 17/09/08: No progress on this yet. There will be a challenge 

finding someone with the time to take this forward, but it should be raised 
again at the next meeting. 
 

New actions and ideas 

Now that the Church is called Peebles Old Parish Church of Scotland, the 
term ‘TOP’ Choristers should be changed to ‘POP’ Choristers. If the 
Chorister Leaders are in agreement, this will be actioned quickly, although 

the Choristers’ sweatshirts, which bear the ‘TOP Choristers’ logo, will not 
be changed immediately. 
 

Last Choir Standing – Opportunities 

A suitable notice for the Peeblesshire News, the Church Magazine and 
website, and fliers for the Schools will be produced as part of the Choir’s 
and the Choristers’ recruitment. 
 

Nine Lessons and Carols 
This year’s Nine Lessons and Carols will have a large combined choir, 

including the choir and choristers from Peebles Old Parish, St. Andrew’s 
Leckie, St. Peter’s, the Peebles Singers and Broughton Choral Society.  
 

Organ Recital 

Following a suggestion that Peebles Old should host an organ recital, Anne 
Derrick has secured a recital by John Kitchen for 20th March 2009, and has 
managed to get agreement from Sarah Aitcheson to give a recital later 

that year.  
 

Vivaldi’s Gloria 
Roger has previously suggested that the choir could perform Vivaldi’s 

Gloria at Easter time, and the choir was receptive to this idea. It is now to 
be suggested to the choir that this should take place as the summer 
concert, because of the preparation time required. Peebles High School is 

performing Gloria at Easter time, but Andrew will liaise with the School to 
see if a joint performance is still feasible. 
 

Choir Events at other venues 

Following Roger’s suggestion, the choir sang Evensong at Rosslyn Chapel 
on Sunday 14th September. The choir had a good turnout, and the choir 

will be consulted about similar ventures elsewhere. 

The Last Choir Standing 
 

Why not join the First Choir Standing? 
 



 

Thursdays throughout October 
 

Junior Choristers (P4 to S6) 6.00 - 7.15pm 

Church Choir (all ages)  7.30 - 9.00pm 
 

MacFarlane Hall, Peebles Old Parish Church 
 

Come and try our open rehearsals 

throughout October and see what 
we do and how much enjoyment it 

brings to those involved. 
 



 

Kirk Session Matters 
The Kirk Session of Peebles Old Parish Church of 

Scotland met on Wednesday, 10th September 2008. 

Compiled by Fiona Taylor 
 

 

Several of our Session have been in hospital over the summer.  All are in 

better health and to Dr Margaret Auld, Mrs Diana Brown, Mrs Janette 
Cameron, Mrs Mary Clark, Mrs Maureen Collier and Dr Angus Russel were 
extended the thoughts and prayers of the Session.  Dr Angus Russel has 

resigned as joint Session Clerk due to ill health, and his contribution over 
the years to the life of the church was especially praised. 
 

The Finance committee will be reduced to three persons, and will be 

delegated more powers up to a limit.  A financial statement should be 
produced at each Session meeting, especially in view of our deficit of 
£1500 each month.  A small committee of three, Mr Ronald Ireland, Mr 

Archie Cameron and Mr Alan Douglas, was appointed to look at these 
matters and report back at the next Session meeting.   
 

An open meeting will be held to encourage members of the congregation 

to organise social events. 
 

Six communicants have completed classes and were admitted to full 

membership of the Church on Sunday 21 September. 
 

St Andrew’s Leckie Church has set up an enabling group to consider the 
employment of a youth worker.  There have been joint meetings with 

Peebles Old Parish and St Andrew’s Leckie, and a joint social evening was 
suggested. 
 

There will be a united Remembrance Day service in the Burgh Hall on 

Sunday 9 November.  Wreaths  will be laid in The Old Parish Church at 
11am on 11 November.  Permission is required from Presbytery to hold 
the service in the Burgh Hall instead of the Old Parish Church on 9 

November. 
 

Arrangements for the Old Parish Forum 2008/2009 are well under way.  
During the spring, under the heading Cultural Life, Lord Gill will speak in 

January on the Development of Law, Mr Malcolm Fraser will speak in 
February on The Development of Architecture and, as in previous years, 
the Senior pupils from Peebles High School will be the speakers in March.   
 

The Treasurer reported that assets to the tune of £39,000 had been 
cashed to meet liabilities with the rising costs.  Mrs Janet Macdougall ran a 
very successful sale during the first week in July and had raised over 

£4000 which was added to the Disabled Access Fund. 
 



Mr Alasdair MacFarlane reported that work on the sound system will start 

either on 3 or 10 November.  He also reported on various fabric repairs 
and refurbishments, including the fitting of carpet in the small hall, and 
the replacement of lights at the rear and side of the church as these areas 

are poorly lit. Refurbishment of some of the steps at the front of the 
church is required. Assistance  may be available from The Common Good 
Fund, in view of our position as one of the town’s most prominent 

buildings.  
 

Mr Tom Fairbairn intends that daily morning worship will begin on 1 
November.  Week day morning worship will be led by members of the 

congregation.  The  carol service will be held on 21 December. 
At Easter, Vivaldi’s Gloria will be performed.  The High School choir will 
join in this event. 
 

It was suggested that duty elders could invite the congregation to sit 
further forward at services. 
 

Mr Roger Trueman showed a very graphic plan of the most recently 
proposed access, which is from Cuddy Bridge.  As we are dealing with a 
listed building, planning application is necessary and may take several 
months, which takes us to the spring.  If we are granted approval then we 

shall invite tenders.  The Court House are with us on this project as they 
will have their own link, to be paid for by them.  The Disabled Access 
Group are to go ahead and seek planning consent for the work. 
 

For the Peebles Council of Churches, Mr Leonard Grandison reported that 
unfortunately the financing of TOAST was proving too high so these events 

have had to be discontinued. 
 

 

EDDLESTON HARVEST 
THANKSGIVING  

 

will be on Sunday 26th October at 6pm  
and will be an All Age Service.  

  

Once again we shall be making a special appeal on behalf of 
Harvest Help which now operates under the name SELF 

HELP AFRICA.   
 

More details will be given in the weekly intimations but we 
hope that the congregation will give our Harvest Appeal as 

enthusiastic support as possible. 



 
 



 

 
 
in Peebles Old Parish 
Commencing 1st November  
and thereafter daily at 10am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For further details and if you’d like to help please 
contact Tom Fairbairn on 01721 720642 

Peebles Old Parish Church of Scotland 

Where all are welcome 
 
 

www.topcop.org.uk 

Daily 
Worship 



Who we are 
This month we meet a chorister, elder, bell-ringer and 
prolific magazine contributor 

Anne Derrick 
 

What’s your day job? Bellringer, choir member, bacon roll chef and all 
the 101 other things you get to do to fill your day when you are a retired 

maths teacher! 
 

Got a favourite food? I like all food except fried eggs. 
 

Got any famous relatives: My mother was very proud of the fact that 
our family was descended from Graham of Claverhouse. He was very 
wicked, but at least he was famous! My grandfather was a master joiner 

and did the woodwork in the chancel of the Church in the 1930s. He also 
made the prayer desk and the table for the Beltane Queen’s casket. Not 
only that, some other distant relative was a stonemason who laid the 
keystone of the arch of the present church, so I think I have pretty good 

Old Parish credentials! 
 

What’s on the CD player in your car? I have a wide taste in music, but 
at the moment it’s the Beach Boys, having just been to their concert at 
The Playhouse. 
 

Best career move? Although I always worked at Peebles High School, I 

had several different jobs there: firstly in the maths department, then as 
an Assistant Principal Teacher of Guidance and also in a secondment 
involving setting up the school’s work experience programme before 

returning to the classroom full time, ending  up a Chartered Teacher. They 
were all good moves at the time. 
 

What’s your ambition for TOPCOP? Let’s get the disabled access 
finished and let’s make it known to everyone out there that we are not 
stuffy but are a friendly congregation waiting to welcome anyone through 

our doors. 
 

Ideal length of sermon? Not too long! 
 

Do you have a favourite book? I always return to the ‘Miss Read’ 
books. Not only does she write as a teacher, but her books have a gentle 
sense of humour, reflecting village and school life from the 1950s to the 

present day. Her portrayal of the village choir practice in ‘Village School’ is 
a classic, and since she also acted as relief organist, I feel a close affinity 
with her! 
 

What’s important to you? My family, friends and music. 
 



What is your greatest strength/weakness? I tend to panic and rush 

things but on the credit side I’m never short of ideas, just the time and the 
ability to put them all into action! 
 

What are your other interests? I enjoy golf and swimming though am 
not very good at either. A perfect day would be spent on the beach at 

North Berwick. I am also very interested in anything to do with WW1 or 
WW2 and also the Titanic. 
 

Got a favourite hymn/anthem? Praise to the holiest in the height. 
Uplifting words and a great alto part in either of the tunes used (Richmond 
or Gerontius). 
 

If you were to write a book, what would it be about? Well, I have 

actually written two maths books, or, more accurately, arithmetic, 
textbooks. That was enough bookwriting to last me a very long time. 
 

Anything else we should know? If I am not at home, I am probably 
away travelling somewhere…!!! 

 

 

We’re running out of subjects again! Thank you to those who took 

the time to respond at the end of last year and the editor is looking 
for more brave souls to have their souls bared in this column. 
There are entry forms in the MacFarlane Hall or they can be e-
mailed to you. Just send a message to editor@topcop.org.uk  

 

 

 

Thanks to all of you who have contributed to 
this edition of the TOPCOP magazine.  
 
 

If you’ve an event happening within the church and would like 

people to know about it through this magazine? Let the editor 
know, so it would be a great help if articles or intimations for the July 

magazine be sent in by 25th October to David MacFarlane on 07711 
851611 or preferably e-mail: magazine@topcop.org.uk  
 

 

Articles or contributions for any of the sections in the magazine 

are welcomed. Humour, recipes, poetry, travel, photos. About 300-
400 words will fill a page but don’t restrict yourself to just one! We’re 

especially short of recipes and jokes. 
 

 

 

 

Go on… 
Show us your 

Talent! 
 

 



 

 
 

Here is a blast from the past! The former Church halls in Cross Street but 
can you name the year they were replaced with the Church Centre behind 
the church and demolished to make way for Halyrude Court? The lower 

photo shows the previous building of the Old Parish at the end of the High 
Street pre 1886. Both of these images are from Anne Derrick’s collection 
and thank you to her for sharing them with us. 
 

 

 

 
 



Bell-tower Craik 
More tea Vicar? 

 

A wealthy old lady decides to go on a photo safari in Africa, taking her 
faithful, aged poodle named Cuddles, along for the company.  
 

One day the poodle starts chasing butterflies and before long, Cuddles 

discovers that he's lost. Wandering about, he notices a leopard heading 
rapidly in his direction with the intention of having lunch.  
 

The old poodle thinks, 'Oh, oh! I'm in deep doo-doo now!' Noticing some 
bones on the ground close by, he immediately settles down to chew on the 
bones with his back to the approaching cat. Just as the leopard is about to 
leap the old poodle exclaims loudly, 'Boy, that was one delicious leopard! I 

wonder if there are any more around here?'  
 

Hearing this, the young leopard halts his attack in mid-strike, a look of 

terror comes over him and he slinks away into the trees. 'Whew!', says the 
leopard, 'That was close! That old poodle nearly had me!'  
Meanwhile, a monkey who had been watching the whole scene from a 

nearby tree, figures he can put this knowledge to good use and trade it for 
protection from the leopard. So off he goes, but the old poodle sees him 
heading after the leopard with great speed, and figures that something 
must be up. The monkey soon catches up with the leopard, spills the 

beans and strikes a deal for himself with the leopard.  
 

The young leopard is furious at being made a fool of and says, 'Here, 

monkey, hop on my back and see what's going to happen to that 
conniving canine! 
 

Now, the old poodle sees the leopard coming with the monkey on his back 

and thinks, 'What am I going to do now?', but instead of running, the dog 
sits down with his back 
to his attackers, 

pretending he hasn't 
seen them yet, and just 
when they get close 

enough to hear, the old 
poodle says.  
 

'Where's that blooming 

monkey? I sent him off 
an hour ago to bring me 
another leopard! 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 



 

A message 
from the 

magazine babes. 
 

 

People often ask us what a suitable donation is for this magazine every 

month when they complete the form below. Good question we say! 
 

This magazine is brought together and distributed by the good and 
tireless work of many individuals which of course is the free part…but 

we do use rather a lot of paper (if you’d like to save a tree or two you 
can access the magazine on the website www.topcop.org.uk/magazine) 

with at least 28 pages of A5, that’s 7 sheets of A4 in every copy and 

nearly 650 copies of each edition so 4550 (9 reams at around £5 a 
ream makes £45 each month or £540 a year) sheets of A4 every 

month. Add to that the cost of duplicating at approximately 2p per 
side, 14 sides a copy makes £180 per month or £2184 a year! So the 

production cost is somewhere in the region of £2,700 a year or 35p per 

copy. 
 

In the last year your donations towards the cost of the magazine 

totaled £1400 so you might like to consider or revise the donation you 
give?   

 
 

 

 

Would you like your own copy each month? 

Well help is at hand… just fill in and post this form! 
 

 

To: 
Miss Marianne Ewart, 23 Cuddyside, Peebles EH45 8EN (721964) or 

Mrs Ruby Buchan, 14 Kingsland Square, Peebles EH45 8EZ (721048) 
 

Your name …………………………………………………………………… 
 

Your address…………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

I’m happy to enclose a donation of £….... towards the cost of the 

Magazine, and what a bargain it is. 
Please make cheques payable to “The Old Parish Church of Peebles” 

 
 

 



 

CHURCH ORDERS (PEEBLES) 
 

READERS 

October 5 All Age Worship Exodus 20:1-4,7-9,12-20 
St Matthew 21:33-46 

    

 12 Rachel Forsyth Exodus 32:1-14 
St Matthew 22:1-14 

    

 19 Frances Carrol Exodus 33: 12-23 

St Matthew 22:15-22 
    

 26 Tom Swanston Deuteronomy 34:1-12 

St Matthew: 22:34-46 
    

November 2 All Age Worship Joshua 3:7-17 
St Matthew 23:1-12 

    

 9 Service of 
Rememberance 

Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 
St Matthew 25:1-13 

    

 16 Fiona Fleming Judges 4:1-7 
St Matthew 25:14-30 

    

 23 Lily Swinney Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 

St Matthew 25:31-46 
    

 30 Elizabeth Parker Zechariah 8:20-23 
St Matthew 4:12-20 

    

DUTY ELDERS 
  North South 
October  Alastair Cumming Iain Moore 

  Maureen Collier Sandy Murray 
November  Frances Carrol Graeme Murray 
  Iain McLeod Graeme Coulthard 
    

    

SHORT ORDERS OF HOLY COMMUNION 
November 30 Tom Fairbairn  

  John Fairless  
  Ruby Buchan  
  Anne Derrick  
    

THE BELLS! THE BELLS! 
October 5 Anne Derrick 
 12 Joann Mellors 

 19 Roger Trueman 
 26 Alison Cruickshanks 
   

 
    

 



 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES 
 

EDDLESTON 
 

   

October   
   

Thursday 2nd 7pm Midweek Service 
   

Sunday 5th 11.45am 

 

Morning Worship 

Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 
   

Thursday 9th 7pm Midweek Service 
   

Sunday 12th 11.45am 

 

Morning Worship.  

Twenty-second after Pentecost 
   

Thursday 16th 7pm Midweek Service 
   

Sunday 19th 11.45am 

 

 

Morning Worship.  

Twenty-third after Pentecost 

Conducted by Rev. Prof. Francis 

Dalrymple-Hamilton 
   

Thursday 23rd 7pm Midweek Service 
   

Sunday 26th 6pm 

 

All-age Evening Service 

of Harvest Thanksgiving 
   

November   
   

Sunday 2nd 11.45am 

 

Morning Worship 

Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OFFERINGS 
 

 

   

EDDLESTON   
Total Offerings for September 2008  £552.75 

Total Offerings for September 2007  £589.25 

Total Offerings for 9 months 2008  £5,653.06 

Total Offerings for 9 months 2007  £5,748.64 

Surplus/(Deficit)   (£95.58) 



 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES 
 

PEEBLES 
 

 

October   

Sunday 

5th 

10am 

 

 

6pm 

All-age Morning Worship.  

Bring a Friend Sunday  

Sacrament of Holy Baptism  

Monthly Evening Service – Daniel 1: “A Teen 

Challenge” 
   

Sunday 

12th 

10am 

 

Morning Worship.  

Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost 
   

Sunday 
19th 

10am 
 

 

Morning Worship Twenty-third after Pentecost 
Conducted by Rev. Prof. Francis Dalrymple-

Hamilton 
   

Sunday 

26th 

10am 

 

Morning Worship and Gift Day Service 

Sacrament of Holy Communion  

Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
   

November   

Sunday 

2nd 

10am 

 

3pm 
6pm 

All-age Morning Worship  

Twenty-fifth after Pentecost. 

Memorial Service 
Monthly Evening Service 

   
 

 

 
 

 

 

See the many 

events advertised 

in this magazine 
 

 
 

It’s not too late to get involved! 
 

 
 

 

 
 



 

CONGREGATIONAL REGISTERS 
 
 

 

PEEBLES 
ADMISSION BY PROFESSION OF FAITH 

Sunday 21st September 

Russell McLaren Copeland, Ettrick Bank, 37/3 Rosetta Road, Peebles 

Fiona Margaret MacFarlane, 58 Rosetta Road, Peebles 

David Stewart McFarlane, 14 Loaning Crescent, Peebles 

Marjory Elizabeth McFarlane, 14 Loaning Crescent, Peebles 
Andrew Malcolm Russel, Glensax, Bonnington Road, Peebles 

Fiona Mary Cameron Taylor, 12 Graham Street, Peebles 

  

BAPTISMS (by Profession of Faith) 

Sunday 21st September Russell McLaren Copeland   

      Marjory Elizabeth McFarlane 
 

MARRIAGES 

20th September Mr Douglas McTaggart to Miss Virginia Bissett 
   now at Ashlea, Rosemount Farm, Blairgowrie  

27th September Mr Christopher Craig to Miss Kirsty Langlands 

   now at 30 Weavers Green, Mickleover, Derby 

 

DEATH 

5th September Mrs Elizabeth Robertson, Ashley Court Nursing    
Home, Edinburgh (formerly of Halyrude Court, Peebles) 

 

EDDLESTON 

MARRIAGE 

13th September Mr Ross Macleod to Miss Dorothy Wilkinson 

   Cringletie Farm Cottage, Peebles 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Help do your bit for the environment and 

recycle this magazine…or pass it on. It 
would be nice if you read it first though! 

 

For an aerial view of TOPCOP go to: 
http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/youngpeople/ypschoolinfo02.htm 

 
 

 



 

FLOWER CALENDAR 
Convenor: Mrs Maureen Collier (724633) 
 

 

 

 

5 Donors Mrs MacLeod, Rosepark, Rosetta Road 
Mrs Reid, Rosepark, Rosetta Road 

 Arranger Audrey Annand 
 Distributor No Distributor 
12 Donors Mrs J Cameron, Kingsland Square 

Miss Hamilton 
 Arranger Diana Brown 
 Distributor Mr Moore, Nether Soonhope House 

19 Donor Mrs I Coghill, Springhill Road 
 Arranger Margaret Percy Robb 
 Distributor Mrs Forsyth, Soonhope Cottage 

26 Donors Mrs A Edgar, Northumberland 
Mrs Kerr, Dukehaugh 
Mrs Turner, Kingsmuir Crescent 

 Arranger Liz Trueman O
c
to
b
e
r
 

 Distributor Mrs Barnetson, Craigerne Drive 

                     

2 Donors Karen Ritchie, Nursery Park Innerleithen 
Mr & Mrs John Mason, Kingsmeadows Gdns 

 Arranger Maureen Collier 

 Distributor Mrs Peattie, Springhill Road. 
9 Remembrance Sunday – Joint Churches Service in 

Burgh Hall. Arranger of POPCOS flowers is June 

Grandison 
16 Donor No Donor 
 Arranger Eileen Williamson 

 Distributor Anne Ross 
23 Donor Elizabeth Douglas 
 Arranger Elizabeth Douglas 

 Distributor Mrs I Coghill, Springhill Road 
30 Donors Mrs M Ogilvie, Walkershaugh 

Mrs A Bryce, Whitestone Court 

 Arranger Margaret Ireland N
o
v
e
m
b
e

 Distributor Mrs A Bryce 



Who’s Who at Peebles & Eddleston 
 

Minister:  
The Reverend Calum Macdougall 

The Manse, Innerleithen Road, 
Peebles.  

01721 720568  
calum@topcop.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Session Clerk:  
Sheena Edgar 
5 Jubilee Park 
PEEBLES  
Tel: 01721 723327. 
sheena@topcop.org.uk 

 

Treasurer:  
Alan Douglas 

3 Edderston Ridge, 
Peebles.  

01721 723038 

  

 

Organist & Choirmaster: 
Andrew Russel 
Glensax, Bonnington Road, 
Peebles.  
01721 721127 
music@topcop.org.uk 

 

Roll Keeper:  
Alison Duncan 

14 Crossburn Farm 
Road, Peebles.  
01721 721033 

  

 

Beadle:  
Edward Knowles 
56 Elliots Park, Peebles. 
01721 722860 

 

Hall-keeper:  
Tess Goodwin 

16 Elcho Street, Peebles.  
01721 720674 

  

 

Eddleston Session Clerk: 
Margaret Love 
11 Old Manse Road, 
Eddleston. 
01721 730263 

 

Eddleston Treasurer: 
Archie Smellie 

Hattonknowe, Eddleston.  
01721 730282 

 

 

Eddleston Organist: 
Lorraine Mulholland 
Millbank, Eddleston.  
01721 730332 

 

 

Eco-congregation & 
Fairtrade Co-
ordinator: 

Diana Brown 
Springhill Road, Peebles. 

01721 720817  

 

 

Church Administrator: 
Marjory MacFarlane 
07791 438759 
01721 722127 
admin@topcop.org.uk 

 

Registered charities (Peebles) SCO13316 (Eddleston) SCO10081 
 



 

Summer and winter, and seed-time and harvest, 

Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above, 

Join with all nature in manifold witness 

To thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. 
 

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

All I have needed they hand hath provided – 

Great is they faithfulness, Lord, unto me. 

 
Thomas O. Chisholm (1866-1960) 


