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Pastoral letter 
November 2009 

 

I had no idea where the mild but niggling pain I had recently 

in my upper right arm had come from.  Most of us have little 
unexplained twinges of one kind or another from time to 

time.  They may stem from bruises or muscle strains, or 

sometimes from twisted joints or pulled ligaments but 

frequently we are not conscious of the origins of the 

symptoms.  That was certainly true of my aching arm.   

 

Had I jarred my arm?  Had I twisted it?  Had I taken a 

knock?  Or had I been doing been something which I 
wouldn’t normally have been doing?  Ah yes! Suddenly it 

dawned on me.  Yes, that was it!  The daily wood-cutting 

sessions of the previous week were responsible.   

 

One of the features of a few days away had been the roaring 

wood fires that not only warmed the house but also provided 

a regular supply of hot water and though there was a 

plentiful supply of wood it needed to be cut into manageable 
logs.  So that was it.  My daily half-hour of sawing perhaps 

hadn’t had me using muscles I never use but it had made me 

use them more than usual and in different ways from normal. 

 
 

…we need to create opportunities for spiritual nourishment 

and growth.  Moments of quiet reflection, times for  

reading and study and periods for prayer and  
contemplation all contribute to such replenishment. 

 

 
Publicity from health education experts reminds us of 

the importance of taking regular exercise and following 

their advice will certainly help us to keep ourselves in 

trim.  Few of us would argue with that theory as it 

applies to keeping ourselves physically or even mentally 

fit, but what about our spiritual health?  How committed 

are we to regular spiritual exercise?  Are there elements 

of our spiritual well-being that we neglect too easily?  I 
have to say that for me there are.   

 



The recent few days away that allowed me the 

opportunity to tone my upper arm muscles with 

vigorous sawing of logs, also afforded the chance of 

welcome spiritual refreshment – and I don’t just mean 
partaking of the “Auld Kirk”.  It was good to be able to 

attend church as a worshipper and it was good to find 

nourishment both through that and in leisurely 

enjoyment of time and space for thought and reflection.  

Nevertheless it shouldn’t require a holiday to awaken us 

to the need for spiritual nourishment.            

 

Each day or, at the very least, each week we need to 
create opportunities for spiritual nourishment and 

growth.  Moments of quiet reflection, times for reading 

and study and periods for prayer and contemplation all 

contribute to such replenishment.    
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

With love, 

Calum Macdougall.    
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

The Church of Scotland diary for 2010 
 

…has a picture of the Old Parish Church on its cover. 

There will be the chance to buy one in both churches 

after the morning service throughout October.  
They cost £6.99. 25% of the total sales we get to keep. 

Please see Janet Macdougall after the morning service.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 

News from Peebles 
What we’re up to. 
 

 

 

Christmas Coffee Morning 5
th
 December 

 

Once again we shall be running the very popular 

Christmas Coffee morning in aid of church funds. 

This is one of our major fundraising events and 

any help would be gratefully accepted. This could 

take the form of putting up posters, selling tickets, 

serving coffee, serving on a stall, taking money at 

the door, face-painting,selling raffle tickets, 

donating baking or books, or coming for coffee 
with a friend.  
 

There must be something on this list you feel 

you could do to help. When you know what it is 

please give me a ring, Diana Brown (720817) or 

speak to me at church. Thank you. 

 

 

Old Parish Forum 
                         …releasing potential. 

 

Alistair Robertson 
 

 

The third lecture in this series of The Old Parish Forum will take place in 

Peebles Old Parish Church at 7.30 pm as usual, and will be delivered by 
Professor Duncan Macmillan, former Dean of Arts and Curator of the 

Talbot Rice Gallery at the University of Edinburgh.  His topic for the 

evening will be “Art and the Enlightenment”. 

 

All welcome and, as always, entry is free. After the lecture and 

subsequent discussion tea and coffee will be served. 
 

 

Duncan Macmillan 
“Art and the 

Enlightenment” 
 

 

In the church 

24th 
November 

 

7.30pm 
 



 
 

Our website. 
 

Our website continues to do a great job for us with the recent summer 

months showing an average number of visitors to the site of just over 100 

per day who view between 2 and 3 pages every visit.  
 

The vast majority (58%) visitors to the site come to us as a result of a 

search at google.co.uk and several find us from the Church of Scotland and 

other Christian organisation 

websites both in the UK and abroad. 

It would be interesting to look 

through the Visitor’s book in the 
vestibule and compare the 100 a 

day with the number of physical 

visitors to our building.  
 

If you haven’t been there yet why 

not have a look at 

www.topcop.org.uk where you can 
find a full colour version of this 

magazine along with Calum’s Blog, 

news about events and 

organisations in our church and 

some facts that maybe you didn’t 

know!  

 

Christmas at the Cupboard! 
 

Traidcraft Christmas cards and Christmas goods are 

now available for sale at the Traidcraft cupboard for 
those who want to get preparations under way. We 

also have a new selection of sweets including 

chocolate coins and chocolate buttons as well as new 
introductions to the Fairtrade range. Come along after 

morning worship and see what is available. 
 



A Visit from the Editor! 
 

The Sunday School had a visit from the editor of this magazine on Sunday 

27th September. Around 20 of the Sunday School heard about the making 
of the magazine and an explanation of some of the content.  
 

While they already enjoy many of the articles the children were full of ideas 

when prompted and their “wish list” for the magazine included a Pets Corner 

where they could introduce us to their pets, some recipies that are easy for 

them to try out, a page for their 

artwork, book reviews, more 

photographs and jokes.  
 

So watch this space for 

improved content aimed at these 

important readers although we 
might have to postpone one 

suggestion for a special “scratch 

& sniff” edition! 

 

 

 

Family Tree 
 

Over the past few months I have been helping Stella 

Malhotra who lives in Radlett, Herts and who is 

researching her family tree, to find out where her 

grandmother, Margaret Alexandra Reed and great-
aunt Isabella MacDonald (both nee Morrison), were 

buried.  
 

Her grandmother lived with her sister at 43 Rosetta 
Road in Peebles during 1943 and 1944. Her 

grandfather, John Hawkes Reed, was buried in 

Isfield, East Sussex. Through Emma at the Burials Department of Scottish 

Borders Council, I found out that her grandmother (aged 69) was interred in 

Peebles Cemetery in April 1944, and her great-uncle (John Orr MacDonald) 

and great-aunt (aged 87) were interred in November 1935 and December 

1958 respectively.  
 

I took photographs of the gravestones and sent them to Stella, and in return 

she has kindly sent a generous donation to Peebles Old Parish Church in 

memory of her grandmother and great-aunt Ella “as a belated thank-you for 

all their kindness to her during her childhood”.  
 

Stella is now in her early eighties, and if there is a chance of anyone still 

living in Peebles or elsewhere who remembers her grandmother and/or 

great-uncle and great-aunt, she would be delighted to hear from them. In 
the first instance, please get in touch with me on 01721 721033 or e-mail 

admin@topcop.org.uk.                                                       Alison Duncan 



Ring out the Climate Change on December 13th 
 

In last month’s magazine we were told of an 

ecumenical celebration at the Lutheran Cathedral in 
Copenhagen on the 13th December which will end at 

3.00pm with the ringing of their church bells 350 

times.  
 

On this day the United Nations climate negotiations 

will be at their height.  Churches around the world 

are being invited to sound their own bells, or even 

shells, drums, gongs or horns, 350times.  
 

Why 350? According to many scientists, climate 

experts and progressive national governments 350 

parts per million (ppm) is the safe upper limit for 
CO2 in our atmosphere. Until about 200 years ago, 

our atmosphere contained 275 ppm of CO2 but now 

the concentration stands at 390 ppm. Unless we are 

able to reduce CO2 levels again, we risk irreversible 

impacts on God’s wonderful creation. 
  

If you would like to come along to either the Old Parish Church, or 

Eddleston Parish Church, at 3 pm on the 13th Dec and help ‘ring’ out the 

changes,  please contact me after church, by phone (720568) or by email 
(janfingal@yahoo.co.uk ) or Diana Brown on 720817 or Vivienne Wilmut 

on 730335. 

 

Sarah Brown Organ Recital 
 

An appreciative audience of over 60 people turned 

out on 21 October to hear Sarah play the organ at 

Peebles Old. Sarah’s enthusiasm and love for the 
organ was evident as she took us through a varied 

programme of music. Her choice of pieces ranged 

from Sweelinck (1562-1621) through Buxtehude 

(1637-1707), Mendelsohnn (1809-1847) and 

Guilmant (1837 – 1911) with more recent composers 

represented by Frank Bridge (1879-1941) and Kenneth Leighton (1921-

1988).  
 

We much appreciate the considerable amount of work and thought that 

Sarah put into her programme and it was good to note that once expenses 
were paid, the sum of £156 could be paid into the Church Organ Fund. 
 

Many thanks are due to Alasdair MacFarlane for his unfailing support on 

technical matters, to Anne Hervey and Caroline Lazenby for assistance at 

front of house and an especially big thankyou to Morna Stoakley for her 

skilful assistance beside Sarah on the console. 

Anne Derrick 



 

Daily Worship Leaders –Nov/Dec 09 
Monday 2nd   Rev. 10:1-11     November 

Tuesday  3rd    Rev. 11:1-19  Geoff Goldstraw 

Wednesday 4th    Rev. 12:1-12  John Fairless 

Thursday 5th   Rev. 14:1-13  Lily Swinney 

Friday  6th    Rev. 15:1-18  Elspeth Knowles 

Saturday 7th  Rev. 17:1-14  Elizabeth Parker 

Monday 9th   Rev. 18:1-8   Isabelle Coghill 

Tuesday  10th    Rev. 18:9-20  Marjory McFarlane 

Wednesday 11th    Rev. 18:21-24  Calum Macdougall 

Thursday 12th   Rev. 19:1-10  Frances Carrol 

Friday  13th    Rev. 19:11-16  Marjorie Renton 

Saturday 14th  Rev. 20:1-6  Pauline Copeland 

Monday  16th  Rev. 20:7-15  John Moore 

Tuesday 17th   Rev. 21:1-8    Cathy Davidson 

Wednesday18th   Rev.  21:9-21  Wilma Barrett 

Thursday 19th   Rev. 21:22-22:5   Alistair Robertson 

Friday 20th   Rev. 22:6-13  Janet Macdougall 

Saturday 21st   Rev. 22:14-21  Russell Copeland 

Monday  23rd   1 Peter 1:1-12  Geoff Goldstraw 

Tuesday 24th   1 Peter 1:13-25  Janette Cameron 

Wednesday25th      1 Peter 2:1-10   Tom Fairbairn 

Thursday 26th    1 Peter 2:11-25  Douglas Kesting 

Friday 27th   1 Peter 3:13-4:6  Fiona MacFarlane 

Saturday 28th    1 Peter 4:7-19  Diana  Brown 

Monday  30th   Amos 2:6-16  Tom Mills 

Tuesday 1st   Amos 3:1-11  Lily Swinney  December 

Wednesday2nd   Amos 3:12-4:5  John Fairless 

Thursday 3rd   Amos 4:6-13  Isabelle Coghill 

Friday 4th   Amos 5:1-17  Elspeth Knowles 

Saturday 5th   Amos 5:18-27  Elizabeth Parker 

Daily Worship 
in Peebles Old Parish,10am 
 



 

Access for All 
Update 

Roger S. Trueman 

 
 

At last Planning and Listed Building Consents have been 

received for both the proposed timber walkway/ramp and 
the ramp at the entrance door into the church.  These have 

taken since December 2008 to obtain and the time period 

involved is perhaps explained by the proposals impacting 

upon a listed building, being located within a conservation 

area and being adjacent to an ancient monument.  There 

have been lengthy negotiations with the planning authority 

and Historic Scotland which have resulted in a positive 

outcome. 
 

The Church of Scotland Art and Architecture Committee has 
also approved the proposal.  Their representatives, who 

visited the church, recognised the scale of the challenge 

facing the congregation and were impressed with what they 

considered to be an imaginative solution.  Permission has 

still to be sought from Presbytery although difficulties are 

not anticipated as the proposals have already been 

discussed with the Convener of the Fabric and Glebes 

Committee. 
 

Hopefully significant progress can now be achieved over 
coming months.  A Building Warrant Application is to be 

submitted to Scottish Borders Council at an early date and 

tender documents are being prepared for pricing by the 

contractor. 
 

The Church of Scotland General Trustees have been 

instructed to prepare a legal agreement with the owners of 

the Courthouse building based on verbal agreements 

reached in respect of ownership and maintenance 
responsibilities, insurance and indemnities, construction 

arrangements etc. 

If all proceeds smoothly it should be possible to achieve a 

commencement of construction work in the Spring of 2010 

after the worst of the Winter frosts have passed.  Fund 

raising events are continuing to boost the funds already 

collected and available. 
 

 

 



 

Scotland Passes World-Beating Climate Act 
 

Scotland has passed the most ambitious climate 

legislation in the world. The Scottish Climate Change Act 

commits Scotland to reduce its greenhouse-gas 
emissions by 42 per cent by 2020, demonstrating what 

all rich countries could achieve with the right political 

will. 

 

In Copenhagen this December international climate 

negotiations take place. Gordon Brown has already 

decided to lead the UK delegation hopefully to get a 

promise of decisive action that will keep global warming 
below 2 degrees C and agree a global deal that is fair to 

the world’s poorest people. 

 

On 5th December there will be rallies in London and 

Glasgow in support of climate justice. For more 

information about the Stop Climate Chaos Scotland 

march in Glasgow please phone Diane Green (0141 241 

6136) or for info on either see the Christian aid website, 
www.christianaid.org.uk 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Could you contribute to our “Who we are” or Recipe column? 
 

We should have enough members in TOPCOP to run this 

column for over 50 years, sadly all but a few are too shy. Don’t 

be. A church is not only a building…it’s also the people in it so we’d 

be delighted if you’d like to contribute to this magazine by sending us your 

details for this column.  
 

Simply e-mail the editor for a form and send your responses back on 

magazine@topcop.org.uk or you’ll find a form in the MacFarlane 

Hall after services. A photo would be really handy obviously.  
 

There must be the odd favourite recipe out there from all you 

home bakers in Peebles…you can share them through our recipe 

column every month…go on and send it in. 

 
 



 

From Kirk to Kirche 
The TOPCyclist explores an 

environmentally friendly city 

Fiona Taylor 
 

In late summer, I spent ten days in Freiburg in south-western Germany.  It 

has a beautiful and intriguing historic centre, the “Altstadt”, but its main 

attraction for me was its status as a Green city, ideal for cycling. 
 

Apparently it used to be a conservative 

place with a growing traffic problem.  Now 

bicycles, and bicycle parking racks, are 

everywhere.  All types, ages and sizes of 

people cycle, carrying children, shopping 
and assorted loads, though nothing I saw 

quite matched the sight reported by 

members of our Presbytery visit to 

Zomba, who noticed a coffin carried by 

bike..... 
 

I joined in all of this on a hired bike, enjoying the efficiency and integration 

– organised perfection really.  In and around the city, I saw well-designed 

route junctions, information signs, traffic/bike signals or whatever, and 
could hardly believe how generous the cycle provision was.  They really had 

thought it through.  These benefits are continuing; people want to live there 

and share the lifestyle, so they buy into the ethos of safe sustainable 

transport provision. 
 

Freiburg’s main landmark and icon is the Gothic cathedral in the Altstadt, 

with the traceried stonework of its main spire said to be the most beautiful 

in Christendom.  Round about, there are farmers’ and traders’ market-stalls 

every weekday.  Nearby, I noticed the “Heilige Geist” wine-bar, whose 

offerings were probably more 
spirituous than spiritual!  Many 

buildings in the Altstadt have a 

“New Old” look, faithfully 

reconstructed after devastating 

bomb damage in 1944.  Another 

quirk of the city is the network of 

water-channels through the 

cobbled streets.  It is said that 
those who step in them are 

destined to return to Freiburg. 
 

The second half of my stay was in 

the suburb of St Georgen, at a 



family-run “Gasthaus”.  Hotel Paradies was well-named, and my room 

looked over vineyards and wooded hills.  My hosts said that if I had stayed a 

week longer, I could have helped with the harvest in their vineyard!  The 

hospitality was excellent anyway.  Enjoyable days followed, cycling along 
between fields of maize and slopes of vines, past houses with window-

shutters and balconies overflowing with flowers, water-troughs on street 

corners – all very southern European. 
 

The city’s cycle network connects seamlessly with 

rural routes to the west, with underpasses and 

overbridges where necessary to cross the highways.  

Not all of this is new; Baden-Wurttemberg is one 

part of Germany that got going with cycleways well 

back in the 20th century. 
 

One morning I cycled along to the new district of 

Vauban, an experiment in low-energy and car-free 

living.  It was built on a former French army base, 

and (I thought) some of the army lorries were left behind, no doubt to be 

recycled to other uses.  Priority is given to children’s play areas, and all 

roads are calmed to 30 k.p.h.   Over coffee and ice-cream, I watched the 

trams gliding by. 
 

Ah, the trams!  These were a delight 

to ride, as a sightseeing alternative.  
I took a slightly malicious delight in 

saying that, as far as trams were 

concerned, in Edinburgh things were 

“kaputt.”  As well as meaning 

broken or unserviceable, “kaputt” is 

a great word for cyclists, meaning 

exhausted or knackered. 
 

Sunday morning in the city 

resonated to the sound of bells, long 
deep chimes from the Cathedral, and many other church bells sounding in 

turn.  At St Georgen, the Gasthaus was close to the church whose bells 

chimed every hour throughout day and night.  Representations had been 

made to the priest and others, as residents and guests were kept awake by 

the bells.  Fortunately in Peebles we always have “Stille Nacht”. 
 

September seemed an excellent time to be there, not just for the wine-

harvest.  Mostly it was clear, sunny and 25 to 28C, except on the day the 

Chancellor came to visit.  The region’s newspaper noted that the weather-
gods, being politically impartial, sent a few rainshowers during Angela 

Merkel’s visit to Germany’s sunniest city. 

 

Green note:  I did fly from Edinburgh to Frankfurt, but all other travel (bar 

one taxi transfer) was by bike, bus, tram and train. 



 



Bell-tower Craik 
More tea Vicar? 

 

An Australian truck driver walks into an outback cafe with a full-grown 

emu behind him. The waitress asks them for their orders.  
 

The trucker says, 'A hamburger, chips and a coke,' and turns to the emu, 

'What's yours?' 'I'll have the same,' says the emu.  
 

A short time later the waitress returns with the order 'That will be $9.40 

please,' and he reaches into his pocket and pulls out the exact change for 

payment.  
 

The next day, the man and the emu come again and he says, 'A hamburger, 

chips and a coke.' The emu says, 'I'll have the same.'  
 

Again the trucker reaches into his pocket and pays with exact change.  
 

This becomes routine until the two enter again. 'The usual?' asks the 
waitress.  
 

'No, it's Friday night, so I'll have 

a steak, baked potato and a 
salad,' says the man. 'Same,' 

says the emu. Shortly the 

waitress brings the order and 

says, 'That will be $32.62.'  
 

Once again the man pulls the 

exact change out of his pocket 

and places it on the table. The 

waitress cannot hold back her 

curiosity any longer. 'Excuse me, 

mate, how do you manage to 

always come up with the exact 

change in your pocket every 
time?'    
 

'Well, says  the  trucker, 'a few years ago, I was cleaning out the back shed, 

and found an old lamp. When I rubbed it, a Genie appeared and offered me 
two wishes.  My first wish was that if I ever had to pay for anything,  I 

would just put my hand in my pocket and the right amount of money  would 

always be there.'  
 

'That's  brilliant!' says the  waitress. 'Most people would ask for a million 

dollars or something, but you'll always be as rich as you want for as long as 

you live!' 'That's right. Whether it's a gallon of milk or a Rolls Royce, the 

exact money is always there,' says the man. The waitress asks, 'So what's 

with the emu then?' The trucker sighs, pauses, and answers, 'My second 

wish was for a tall bird with long legs, who agrees with everything I say. 
 

 



 

Returning home from work, a 

blonde was shocked to find her house 

ransacked and burglarised. She 

telephoned the police at once and 

reported the crime. The police 

dispatcher broadcast the call on the 

radio,and a dog unit, patrolling 
nearby was the first to respond. 

As the dog-handling officer 

approached the house with his dog 

on a leash, the blonde ran out on the 

porch, shuddered at the sight of the 

cop and his dog, then sat down on 

the steps. 

Putting her face in her hands, she 
moaned,'I come home to find all my possessions stolen. I call the police for 

help, and what do they do? They send me a BLIND policeman.' 
 

And then the fight started. 

My wife and I were sitting at a table at my high school reunion, and I kept 

staring at a drunken lady swigging her drink as she sat alone at a nearby 

table.. My wife asked, 'Do you know her?' 'Yes,' I sighed, 'She's my old 

girlfriend. I understand she took to drinking right after we split up those 

many years ago, and I hear she hasn't been sober since.' 'My Goodness!' 

says my wife, 'who would think a person could go on celebrating that long?'                    
And then the fight started... 
 

My wife sat down on the couch next to me as I was flipping from one 

channel to another. 

She asked, ‘What’s on 

TV?’ I said, ‘Dust.’ And 

then the fight 

started… 
 

I asked my wife, 

‘Where do you want to 
go for our 

anniversary?’ It 

warmed my heart to 

see her face melt in 

sweet appreciation. 

‘Somewhere I haven’t 

been for a long time!’ 

she said. So I 
suggested, ‘How about 

the kitchen?’ And then 

the fight started… 
 

 

Calum made a lethal mistake when he 

criticised Joyce’s Victoria sponge 



 

Thanks 
from the 

magazine babes. 
 

 

Thank you. Since we included the costings for this magazine in this column 

we’ve had a great response.  
 

In the last year to September we’ve collected just over £3,000 for the 

magazine. We calculated that the magazine costs somewhere in the region 

of 45p per copy to produce (including the colour cover) so your donations 
are essential to not only keep the magazine going but to add funding for our 

church. We’re always looking for ways we can improve the content so 

answers on a postcard please! So it’s a big thank you to you our readers 

from the Magazine Babes for your donations in the last year. 
 

Magazine Distributors 

Please note that your folders will not be in your pews anymore. They will be 

in Boxes in the NORTH and SOUTH AISLES at the back seat. 
 

New developments. Thanks to our new printer we can produce a large-

print copy of this magazine so if this would be helpful to you, please ask 
your magazine distributor for this service. 
 

If you’d like to save a tree or two you can also access the magazine in 

full colour on the website www.topcop.org.uk/magazine 

 

 
 

 

 

Would you like your own copy each month? 

Well help is at hand… just fill in and post this form! 
 

 

To: 

Miss Marianne Ewart, 23 Cuddyside, Peebles EH45 8EN (721964) or 

Mrs Ruby Buchan, 14 Kingsland Square, Peebles EH45 8EZ (721048) 

 

Your name …………………………………………………………………… 

 

Your address…………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

I’m happy to enclose a donation of £….... towards the cost of the 

Magazine. 

Please make cheques payable to “The Old Parish Church of Peebles” 
 

 

 



 

CHURCH ORDERS (PEEBLES) 
 

READERS 

Nov 1 All-age Worship Revelation 7:9-17 

St Matthew 5:1-12 
    

 8 Service of 
Remembrance 

Deuteronomy 4:9-14 
St John 15:9-17 

    

 15 Daniel Scott Hebrews 10:11-14 and 19-25 

St Mark 13:1-8 
    

 22 Janette Cameron Revelation 1:4b-8 

St John 18:33-37 
    

 29 Ronald Ireland Jeremiah 33:14-16 

St Luke 21:25-36  
    

Dec 6 All-age Worship Malachi 3:1-4 

St Luke 3:1-6 
    

 13 Margaret Ireland Zephaniah 3:14-29 

St Luke 3:7-18 
    

 20 Anne Derrick Micah 5:2-5a 

St Luke 1:39-45 
    

 24  Isaiah 9:2-7 
St Luke 2:1-14 

    

 25  Isaiah 62:6-12 

St Luke 2:8-20 
    

 27 Alan Douglas Isaiah 52:7-10 

St John 1:1-14 
    

DUTY ELDERS          North                         South 

Nov  Elizabeth Fairless John Moore 

  Maureen Collier Graeme Coulthard 

Dec  Tom McAndrew Archie Cameron 
  Marjorie Gregory Alastair Fleming 

  Frances Carrol Fiona Fleming 
    

SHORT ORDERS OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Nov 29 Alastair Cumming Karen Ritchie   

  Iain MacLeod Tom Swanston   
    

THE CLANGERS 
Nov 1 Angus Russel (am) 

Fiona Taylor (pm) 

 8 Margaret Ireland 

 15 Alison Cruickshanks 

 22 Roget Trueman 

 29 Anne Derrick 

On 30th November the Bellringers will celebrate St 

Andrew’s Day with a special ringing of Scottish tunes. 
 



 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES 
EDDLESTON 

 

   

November   
   

Sunday 1st 11.45am Morning Worship. All Saints’ Day 

With the Sacrament of Holy Baptism 
   

Sunday 8th 10.45am Morning Worship. Remembrance Sunday  
   

Sunday 15th 11.45am 

 

Morning Worship  

Second Sunday before Advent  

with the Sacrament of Holy Communion 
   

Sunday 22th 11.45am Morning Worship. Christ the King 

The start of Guild Week.  

Preacher: The Rev Gordon Jamieson 
   

Sunday 29th 6pm Evening Worship 4 All 

First Sunday of Advent 
   

December   
   

Sunday 6th 11.45am Morning Worship. Second Sunday of Advent 

Bring a Friend Sunday.  

Preacher: Mr Jamie Griggs 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

CONGREGATIONAL REGISTERS 
 

 

PEEBLES 

DEATH 

18th October Mr Alexander Dick, 21 Provost Walker Court, Peebles 
 
 

 

 

OFFERINGS 
 

EDDLESTON   

Total Offerings for October 2009  £484.03 

Total Offerings for October 2008  £430.23 

Total Offerings for 10 months 2009  £6,762.34 
Total Offerings for 10 months 2008  £6,083.33 

Surplus/(Deficit)   £679.01 
 



 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES 
 

PEEBLES 
 

 

November   

Sunday 

1st 

10am 

3pm 

 

6pm 

All-age Morning Worship. All Saints’ Day 

Memorial Service for all those who have been 

bereaved in the last year 

Monthly Evening Service 
   

Sunday 
8th 

10.45am 
 

United Service for Remembrance Sunday  
in the Burgh Hall  

   

Sunday 

15th 

10am 

 

Morning Worship  

Second Sunday before Advent  

Dedication of the Girls’ Brigade 
   

Sunday 

22nd 

10am 

 

Morning Worship. Christ the King  

Preacher: The Rev Gordon Jamieson,  

Head of Stewardship  
   

Sunday 

29th 

10am 

 

Morning Worship. First Sunday of Advent  

Followed by Stated Annual Meeting  
   

December   

Sunday 
6th 

10am 
 

 

6pm 

Morning Worship. Second Sunday of Advent 
With the Sacrament of Holy Baptism 

Preacher: Mr Jamie Griggs 

Monthly Evening Service 
   

Daily Worship at Peebles Monday to Saturday at 10am. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Thanks to all of you who have contributed to this 

edition of the TOPCOP magazine. 
 
 

If you’ve an event happening within the church and would like 

people to know about it through this magazine? Let the editor know. It 

would be a great help if articles or intimations for the December 2009    

magazine be sent in by 20th November to David MacFarlane on 07711 

851611 or preferably e-mail: magazine@topcop.org.uk  
 

Articles or contributions for any of the sections in the magazine are 

welcomed. Humour, recipes, poetry, travel, photos, Getting to know us. 

About 300-400 words will fill a page but don’t restrict yourself to just one! 

This is a church magazine and a church is the sum of its people so come on 

and contribute…it’s your magazine! 
 



 

FLOWER CALENDAR 
Convenor: 

Mrs Maureen Collier 724633 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
1 

 
Donors 

 
Mrs K Ritchie, Nursery Park, Innerleithen 

Mr & Mrs J Mason, Kingsmeadows Gardens 

 Arranger Janet Macdougall 

 Distributor Mrs Peattie, Springhill Road 

8  Remembrance Sunday 

 Arranger Elizabeth Trueman 

15 Donor Elizabeth Douglas 

 Arranger Elizabeth Douglas 
 Distributor Anne Ross 

22 Donor Mrs C Davidson, Cardrona 

 Arranger Maureen Collier 

 Distributor Mrs I Coghill, Springhill Road 

29 Donor Mrs M Ogilvie, Walkershaugh 

 Arranger June Grandison 

N
o
v
e
m
b

 

 
 

Distributor Can someone volunteer for this date please? 
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Wedding Flowers 

 Distributor Elizabeth Trueman 

13  Christmas Arrangements 

 Donors Mrs June Grandison, Edinburgh Road 

The Afleck Family, Bourne, Lincolnshire 

Mrs Gilchrist, Elliots Park 
20  Christmas Arrangements D

e
c

27  Christmas Arrangements 



Who’s Who at Peebles & Eddleston 
 

Minister:  

The Reverend Calum Macdougall 
The Manse, Innerleithen Road, 

Peebles EH45 8BD  
01721 720568  

calum@topcop.org.uk 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Session Clerk:  

Sheena Edgar 
5 Jubilee Park 

PEEBLES  

Tel: 01721 723327. 
sheena@topcop.org.uk 

 
Treasurer:  

Alan Douglas 
3 Edderston Ridge, 

Peebles.  

01721 723038 
  

 

Organist & Choirmaster: 

Andrew Russel 

Glensax, Bonnington Road, 
Peebles.  

01721 721127 
music@topcop.org.uk 

Church Administrator & 

Roll Keeper: 
Alison Duncan 

House: 721033 
Mobile: 07752 633287 

admin@topcop.org.uk 
  

 

Beadle:  
Edward Knowles 

56 Elliots Park, Peebles. 
01721 722860 

 

Hall-keeper:  
Tess Goodwin 

16 Elcho Street, Peebles.  

01721 720674 

  

 

Eddleston Session Clerk: 
Margaret Love 

11 Old Manse Road, 

Eddleston. 
01721 730263 

 
Eddleston Treasurer: 

Archie Smellie 
Hattonknowe, Eddleston.  

01721 730282 

  

 
Eddleston Organist: 

Lorraine Mulholland 
Millbank, Eddleston.  

01721 730332 

 

Eco-congregation & 

Fairtrade  

Co-ordinator, Peebles: 
Diana Brown 

Springhill Road, Peebles. 
01721 720817 

 

Eco-congregation & 

Fairtrade  

Co-ordinator, Eddleston: 
Vivienne Wilmut  

Manse Road Eddleston 
01721 730335 

 

Registered charities (Peebles) SCO13316 (Eddleston) SCO10081 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

The Second Place 
 

Lord, bless the folk who somehow never got there, 

The people who intended something fine; 

The folk who might have lived a little nobler, 

The ones who always somehow failed to shine; 

The people who have tried to keep their temper, 

And yet who seemed to lose it all the more, 

The ones who haven’t made their name at business, 

Who should be rich, yet always will be poor; 

The folk who aren’t as clever as they might be, 

Who aren’t as good, and feel their efforts vain, 

Lord, bless all these, and Lord, bless me among them, 

And give us all the heart to try again.   
 

                                                                             Anon 

 


