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The view from the tower looking west. The one above from a
postcard with no date…perhaps you know? The one below from last
summer when our fearless photographer (Fabric Convener) was sent
aloft!

Pastoral letter
November 2007
The Book of Proverbs is one of the books of the Old
Testament that features relatively infrequently among
the lectionary selections for reading in worship and yet
there are, in its thirty-one chapters, many verses that
are in common usage far beyond formal worship.
Indeed much of what we read in Proverbs remains
conventional wisdom in the secular world.
On such verse (chapter 29, verse 18) proclaims:
“Where there is no vision, the people perish.” That
maxim carries profound truth. Where nations, political
systems or commercial organisations have no clear
sense of their purpose they are almost certainly
doomed to failure. If the principle applies in those
realms it most certainly applies also in the Church.
“We want to grow because we want to share the
experience of faith and the sense of purpose and
direction that faith brings to life”
At Eddleston and in the Old Parish Church we must
have vision for our congregations, vision that the
Church in each place will be at the very heart of the life
of our communities, engaging with the lives, the hopes,
the needs of the people of Eddleston and Peebles and
that, in being so, they will reflect, channel, demonstrate
the love of God, the love that confers worth, dignity and
purpose on every human life. In order to achieve our
vision, in order to make our dreams come true, in order
for us to step into the future, each one of us has to give
of ourselves. We have an obligation to share our gifts -

of time, talent and money. Generosity is a way of life.
It's infectious. Let’s all catch that infection.
We want to see our churches grow but not simply in
terms of seeing more people in the pews. We want to
grow because we want to share the experience of faith
and the sense of purpose and direction that faith brings
to life.
It will take all of us with our many gifts,
working together to make it happen.
So let us
consciously and determinedly commit ourselves to the
living out of our shared vision, each of us using the
unique blend of talent, experience and insight that is
ours, all to the glory of God and the present and future
life of the Church in our parishes.
With love,
Calum Macdougall.

Gift Day Sunday 21st Oct
How much do you value our church?
Gift Day Appeal
Every member of the congregation should now have received
information about the Gift Day Appeal together with an envelope for
donations. Many have already returned their envelopes, but anyone
who has not yet responded is asked to do so as soon as possible.
A full report on the results of the appeal will be in the December
Magazine. The initial response has been very encouraging.

Transport to and from church
We are in need of a few more drivers to
assist getting members to and from church
on Sunday mornings.
Please contact Tom McAndrew on 720078

News and activities

Appointment of Marjory McFarlane as
Administration Assistant.
Well here’s a grand way to get your photo in the
magazine two months in a row!
In order to centralise some of the administration
and activities within TOPCOP it has been decided
by the Kirk Session and minister to appoint
someone to try and pull things together. Duties
will include gathering together all the rotas, being
the initial point of contact for weddings, and hall bookings, helping
with correspondence and any other administration as required.
Tuesdays and Thursdays are the chosen days for work, 10 am till
noon. Whilst it would be ideal for contact to be made during these
hours, it is appreciated that this will not always be convenient.
Contact can be made by email: admin@topcop.org.uk Marjory can
also take calls at this stage on 01721 722127 outwith these hours.
With so many people now able
to access computers and email,
e-mail: admin@topcop.org.uk
it has been decided that it would
phone: 722127
be convenient to have a list of
mobile: 0779 9143 8759
the email addresses of all the
elders and church officers if they
are agreeable. This list would be used purely for communication and
will not be available to anyone other than within the church.
The easiest way is for these people to email their address to Marjory
as soon as possible.

How to contact Marjory

It is hoped that your forbearance is given during this setting up
period for rotas and diary dates and any other ways that are deemed
different to what has ‘aye been’ and that a good workable system will
produce good communication between us all.

Formation of a Music Group
The Kirk Session has accepted a recommendation
made by Andrew Russel that a ‘Music Group’ should
be formed to develop the church’s musical culture.
The group, which will report to Session through the
Worship Committee, will aim to continue the longestablished musical culture but also to develop its
various aspects to engage a broader level of interest with all ages.
The Music Group has 4 members identified, but is open to anyone
who would like to be involved. Andrew would be delighted to hear
from anyone who would like to contribute their thoughts and their
vision for the future of music in the church, and who can deliver
actions promptly and energetically. The first meeting will take place
in November, so please let Andrew know if you’d like to be involved.

Thanks: Beauty & Card Shopping Party.
An enjoyable and profitable evening sums up this event thanks to the
stallholders and shoppers. A big thank you to Janet and Alison for all
their help on the evening. A further £350 was raised for the Disabled
Access Fund. Next events are the Film day and Quiz Night.

Sunday School
If you are younger than 12 why not come along and join our
merry band of kids who have fun while
learning on a Sunday morning between 10
am and 11 am. Also, on the first Sunday of
every month we meet in the Activity
Corner in the church where we work
on a craft or activity while joining with
the fun of the All Age Worship Service. Brothers, sister, cousins,
friends and of course, grown ups, are very welcome to join us.

Eddleston Guild
The Guild will meet on Wednesday 21st November in
the Village Hall at 7.30p.m. We look forward to
welcoming our Minister as speaker on this occasion,
when we will continue with our theme "Think on These
Things".
All will be made very welcome

Our survey: the results so far
Andrew Russel
Remember filling in the church questionnaire? Well if not don’t worry,
because over 100 people did. The results were considered by the Kirk
Session, and the convenors of the committees were asked to get
together and decide which of the survey’s findings should be
progressed through action. The convenors decided to remit the
following findings to the committees shown:
Finding
Other than the Choristers, there were no
respondents below the age of 30, which
closely reflects the church’s membership.
More respondents said that church was too
formal than said it was not formal enough.
A large percentage of respondents felt that
church services are too long.
Name badges for the welcoming party.
15% of respondents said they would happily
use standing orders if there was an
appropriate scheme involving Gift Aid.
25% of respondents (85% of respondents
under 20) said that services are not
interactive enough.

Committee to
consider
Youth

Worship
Worship
Pastoral Care
and Outreach
Finance

Worship

Now that the Session meetings are being written up in the magazine,
you’ll be able to see what the committees are doing about these
issues in the Session notes in the weeks to come. Look out for
updates.

FLOWER FESTIVAL CALENDAR
A calendar of the recent Flower Festival at the
Parish Church will be available for sale towards
end of this month. All proceeds will go towards
disabled access project. Costing £5 a copy we
grateful to our sponsors for their support.

Old
the
the
are

EDDLESTON SALE
The Church will be holding a sale in aid of church funds in
the Village Hall on

Saturday 10th November from 10am to 12.30pm.
Among the stalls there will be baking, second-hand goods,
books, videos/CDs/DVDs, and unwanted gifts. Teas and
coffees will be served. The hall will be open for setting
up and for receiving donations for the stalls on Friday
9th from 8-9pm.
If anyone who has items for the sale which they would
like to have collected would they please phone Janet
Macdougall on 720568 or Lorraine Mulholland on 730332.

Congregational Christmas Coffee Morning
Saturday December 1st
10am ‘till noon in the MacFarlane Hall
Help & donations are required for all the usual stalls and to
serve coffee so if you are able to help in any way please
get in touch with Diana Brown (720817)

Fairtrade for
Christmas
The Fairtrade stall in the
MacFarlane Hall now has its
Christmas supplies in or you can order goods
from the catalogues.
Think how much better you will feel when people are moaning
about the commercialisation of Christmas and you know that by
sending Traidcraft Christmas cards, baking your cake with
Traidcraft sugar and fruit and having afternoon (Traidcraft) tea
with Christmas tree shaped chocolate biscuits, you are helping
the suppliers to send their children to school or pay for much
needed medical supplies. We
also have wrapping paper,
chocolate
coins,
Advent
calendars,
chocolate
Christmas
puddings
and
nativity scenes.

Lunch & Film
This new event is set for Sunday 3rd December with
a soup and sandwich lunch then the screening of a
popular film (let Karen know if you have a favourite
you’d like to see) following on from the Morning Service
that day.

Quiz Night
In aid of disabled access

Friday 16th November 7pm
Please enter a team…4 people per team.
Team entries £8. Spectator entry £2.
Entries to Karen Ritchie 01896 833108
Supper available – suggested donation £2
Wine available – suggested donation £1
Raffle tickets £1

ON SALE IN NOVEMBER AT CHURCH
AND IN VARIOUS SHOPS
THROUGHOUT THE TOWN

ONLY £3

A Christmas

•

•
•

A collection of stories, poetry, legends, prayers and
quotations for your enjoyment over the Festive
Season.
Ideal for browsing in front of a roaring log fire on a
winter’s night.
The perfect stocking filler and an ideal gift for
friends abroad.

In Aid of Disabled Access
Fund

To order your copies in advance, contact Marjory McFarlane
(722127), Anne Derrick (721075) or Fiona Taylor(724196)

Three go to Alyth
Fiona Taylor
On the last day of September, Marianne Ewart, Ruby Buchan and I
set out for a trip to Alyth Parish Church, to attend morning service
conducted by the Reverend Sheila Kirk. TOP Cyclist turned navigator
for the day, which meant increasing speed of thought and decisionmaking approximately tenfold. However, we arrived in plenty of time
for the service at 11 a.m., on what was by then a beautiful calm
morning in the wide fertile valley of Strathmore.
There was a cheerful welcome from the Session Clerk, David Brough,
and the Beadle, David Oakley, and of course from the minister
herself.
We enjoyed good congregational singing, and Sheila’s
preaching from what might be one of the highest pulpits in Scotland.
Afterwards, there was time to sign the visitors’ book and have a stroll
round Alyth’s town square in glorious sunshine, before being

welcomed to excellent soup and sandwiches at the Manse. It was a
pleasure to see Sheila settled in her own Church and Manse, and to
exchange news and good wishes from our respective congregations.
A beautiful drive home followed, especially through the Perthshire
section of the route. The famous beech hedge at Meikleour was in
full green leaf; it would need a week or two more of sun and dry
weather to show off its autumn colours.
Passing through Eddleston village at five minutes past six, we
reflected that, had it not been for delays on the southbound approach
to the Forth Road Bridge, we might have made evening worship as
well! The thought was there, however, at the end of a splendid day
out.

Eddleston Bell Quincentennary
Just a reminder that copies of
the commemorative booklet are
available
(cost
£3)
from
Eddleston Church, Whities,
Forsyths, Tourist Office and
Library.

the

From our archive
A few selected blasts from our past!
November 1957
The 50 or so members of the Junior Choir were in rehearsal for an operetta
to be performed at the end of the year and a call was made for help with
sewing costumes and preparing dancers. The adult choir were working on
“Merrie England” for their spring concert. The Young Members’ Club had
reached 30 on the roll and The Guild” in spite of the prevalence of influenza”
had been well attended. They had a talk from Mr Tibbs about the work of
Church Extension in all the new housing schemes in Scotland. A pianist, a
male teacher and a Primary Monitor were sought for the Sunday School.
November 1967
A series of talks under the title “Christian Platform” was begun with Rev.
James Bulloch speaking. A new lectern was built by Jimmy Robinson and
Chris Roney specially for the series. The minister commented that “what

they had provided was a piece of church furnishing, beautifully worked in
oak, that can take its place with any other furnishing in our lovely old
church”. The Flower Committee were surprised by the “lack of ordinary fruits
and vegetables from our gardens” for the Harvest Service. The first Saturday
evening and all day Sunday of the month were to be a retreat for elders at
Cringletie House Hotel where the subjects to be discussed included “the
restoration to active participation in church life of non-participating
members”.
November 1977
Plans were afoot for a drama presentation in church to be staged early the
following year. Those interested were to contact Roland and Sue
Portchmouth. The beginnings of “Disaster Love and Laughter”.
There was a shortage of hymn books in Eddleston Church as the number of
people attending services had increased so much. 30 extra copies were
donated as a result.
The Magazine now cost 7p per copy to print and the suggested donation for
a year was £1 from each home.
November 1987
This was the month we said farewell to Andrew Lees as he set off for Ashton
in Gourock. John Gibb took over the role of Joint Session Clerk from Charles
Ogilvie to serve with Bob Morton. The Centenary Appeal had reached
£33,770. The Woman’s Guild had a talk entitled “soap” and the Young
Woman’s Group heard from an interior decorator and Tweed Travel and The
Sunday group outing to Perthshire managed a glimpse of The Queen Mother.

Bell-tower Craik
More tea Vicar?
Who Is Better On The Computer?
Jesus and Satan were having an ongoing argument
about who was better on the computer. They had
been going at it for days, and God was tired of
hearing all of the bickering. Finally God said, "Cool it!
I am going to set up a test that will run two hours,
and I will judge who does the better job."
So Satan and Jesus sat down at the keyboards and
typed away. They moused. They did spreadsheets.
They wrote reports. They sent faxes. They sent
emails. They sent out emails with attachments. They
downloaded.
They did some genealogy reports. They made cards.
They did every known job.
But 10 minutes before their time was up, lightning

There is the story
of a minister who
got
up
one
Sunday
and
announced to his
congregation: “I
have good news
and bad news.
The good news is
we have enough
money to pay for
our new building
programme. The
bad news is, it’s

suddenly flashed across the sky, thunder clapped,
the rain poured, and, of course, the electricity went
off.
Satan stared at his blank screen and screamed every
curse word known in the underworld. Jesus just
sighed. The electricity finally flickered back on, and
each of them restarted their computers. Satan
started searching frantically and screamed, "It's
gone! It's all gone! I lost everything when the power
went off!"
Meanwhile, Jesus quietly started printing out all of
his files from the past two hours of diligent work.
Satan observed this and became irate.
"Wait! He cheated! How did he do it?"
God shrugged and said, "Jesus saves."

still out there in
your pockets.”

There was a very
gracious lady who
was mailing an
old family bible to
her brother in
another part of
the country. “Is
there
anything
breakable
in
here?” asked the
girl behind the
desk in the post
office. “Only the
Ten
Commandments”.
Answered
the
lady.

TOPCOoks
Fairtrade Spiced Chocolate & Almond Cake
By Andrew Rose, Mezzo Restaurant, Conran Group, London



300g Fairtrade dark chocolate
100g ground almonds
175g butter (softened)
Fairtrade cocoa powder for dusting
175g Fairtrade sugar
1 tbsp mixed spice
25g plain flour (sieved)
6 eggs (separated)
Preheat oven to 170c Grease a 8 – 8 1/2inch cake tin and dust well with Fairtrade
cocoa powder.

After separating the eggs, cream together the egg yolks and 130g of
the sugar until they become light and fluffy.
 Mix together the ground almonds, flour and mixed spices.
 Whisk the egg whites and remaining sugar to stiff peaks.
 Melt the chocolate with the butter and leave to cool.
 Mix the melted chocolate and butter with the egg yolk mixture.
 Then fold in the whipped egg whites, starting with 1/3 of the mix
followed by the rest.
 Finally, gradually fold in the flour mix, making sure that the batter
remains light and aerated.
 Pour the finished batter into the cake tin and bake for approximately
1 hour or until the cake becomes firm and springy to the touch, when
lightly pressed in
the middle.
Once left to cool, slice and serve with clotted cream.


Please recycle this magazine…or pass it on.
Why keep it to yourself!
Please visit

www.topcop.org.uk
Where you can read this magazine. 54 people downloaded our
magazine to read last month alone.

CHURCH ORDERS (PEEBLES)
READERS
November

December

4

Willie McVicar

2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12
St Luke 19:1-10

11

Remembrance Day

St John 15:9-17

18

Graeme Murray

2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
St Luke 21:5-19

25

Janette Cameron

Colossians 1:11-20
St Luke 23:33-43

2

Ronald Ireland

Isaiah 2:1-5
St Matthew 24:36-44

9

Margaret Ireland

Isaiah 11:1-10
St Matthew 3:1-12

16

Rachel Forsyth

Isaiah 35:1-10
St Matthew 11:2-11

23

Frances Carrol

Isaiah 7:10-16
St Matthew 1:18-25

30

Tom Swanston

Isaiah 63:7-9
St Matthew 2:13-23

DUTY ELDERS
November
December

North
Graeme Coulthard
Alastair Cumming

South
John Moore
Leonard Grandison

Archie Cameron
Jim Edgar
Sheena Edgar

Alastair Fleming
Fiona Fleming
Bob Gregory

SHORT ORDERS OF HOLY COMMUNION
November
25th Bob Gregory
Norman Kerr
John Scott
Roger Trueman
THE BELLS! THE BELLS!
November
4th
Joann Mellors am
Fiona Taylor pm
11th Fiona Taylor
18th Anne Derrick
25th Alison Cruickshanks

CONGREGATIONAL REGISTER
PEEBLES
Death
28th September

Mr David Oliver, 32 Cuddyside, Peebles.

OFFERINGS
PEEBLES
Covenants
FWO
Open Plate
Collection Boxes
Total

October
2007
£3,717.00
£1,703.00
£645.00
£594.00
£6,659.00

Year to
Date
£28,492.00
£12,001.00
£5,531.00
£1,166.00
£47,190.00

Last Year to
Date
£28,129.00
£11,454.00
£5,016.00
£1,776.00
£46,375.00

Budget
Surplus/(Deficit)

£6,000.00
£659.00

EDDLESTON
Total Offerings for
Total Offerings for
Total Offerings for
Total Offerings for
Surplus/(Deficit)

£45,000.00
£2,190.00

October 2007
October 2006
10 months 2007
10 months 2006

£446.90
£490.25
£6,222.23
£5,481.32
£740.91

FORTHCOMING SERVICES

EDDLESTON
November
Sunday 11.45am
4th

All-age Morning Worship:
Fourth Sunday before Advent.

Sunday
11th

10.50am

Remembrance Sunday
The Rev. Prof. Francis Dalrymple-Hamilton

Sunday
18th

11.45am

Morning Worship with the Sacrament of Holy
Communion: Second Sunday before Advent

Sunday
25th

6pm

All-age Evening Service conducted by The
Rev. Prof. Francis Dalrymple-Hamilton

December
Sunday
2nd

11.45am

Morning Worship: First Sunday in Advent

FORTHCOMING SERVICES

PEEBLES
November
Sunday
10am All-age Morning Worship:
4th
Fourth Sunday before Advent.
6pm
Monthly Evening Service: Nehemiah 4:7-23
Sunday
11th

10am Short Morning Service for Remembrance
Sunday followed by Remembrance Service at
the County War Memorial.

Sunday
18th

10am Morning Worship: with Girls’ Brigade
Dedication. Second Sunday before Advent

Sunday
25th

10am Morning Worship: Sunday before Advent
The Rev. Prof. Francis Dalrymple-Hamilton

December
Sunday
2nd

10am Morning Worship: First Sunday in Advent
6pm
Monthly Evening Service

•

Reading someone else’s copy of this magazine and like
one of your own each month?

•

Live away from Peebles and would like to keep in touch
with a copy posted to you?

•

Just like a copy but you’re too shy to ask?

Well help is at hand… just fill in and post this form!
To:
Miss Marianne Ewart, 23 Cuddyside, Peebles EH45 8EN (721964) or
Mrs Ruby Buchan, 14 Kingsland Square, Peebles EH45 8EZ (721048)

Your name ……………………………………………………………………
Your address……………………………………………………………
I’m happy to enclose a donation of £….... towards the cost of the
Magazine, and what a bargain it is.
Please make cheques payable to “The Old Parish Church of Peebles”

FLOWER CALENDAR
Convenor: Mrs Maureen Collier
(724633)

Nove
mber

4

Donors

Karen Ritchie, Nursery Park, Innerleithen
Mr & Mrs John Mason, Kingsmeadows Gardens

Arranger
Distributor

June Grandison
Mrs Barnetson, Craigerne Drive
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
Eileen Williamson

11
18

Arranger
Donor
Arranger

Diana Brown

25

Distributor
Donors
Arranger
Distributor

Decem
ber

2

Donors
Arranger
Distributor

9

16
23
30

Donor

Mrs Peattie, Springhill Road
Mrs Ogilvie, Walkershaugh
Mrs Bryce, Whitestone Court
Margaret Ireland
Mrs Bryce, Whitestone Court
The Affleck Family, Bourne, Lincs.
Mrs Gilchrist, Eliots Park
Liz Trueman
Mrs Coghill, Springhill Road
CHRISTMAS ARRANGEMENTS
June Grandison
CHRISTMAS ARRANGEMENTS
CHRISTMAS ARRANGEMENTS
CHRISTMAS ARRANGEMENTS

Please let the editor know!
Got an event happening within the church and would like people
to know about it? Let the editor know, so it would be a great help if
articles or intimations for the December magazine be sent
in by
Thursday 22nd November to David MacFarlane on 01721 723344 or
07711851611 or preferably e-mail: D.j.macfarlane@btinternet.com

And please let the Web-master know too!
Often the most effective and immediate way is to put it on the topcop
website so let Willie know. Willie Nicoll on 01896 833508 or preferably email: webmaster@topcop.org.uk
Articles or contributions for any of the sections in the magazine
are also welcomed. Humour, recipes, poetry, travel. About 300-400
words will fill a page but don’t restrict yourself to just one!

Who’s Who

At Peebles & Eddleston

Minister: The Reverend Calum
Macdougall
The Manse, Innerleithen Road, Peebles.
01721 720568
calum@topcop.org.uk

Session Clerk:
Angus Russel
9 Craigerne Drive, Peebles.
01721 720583
angus@topcop.org.uk
Treasurer:
Alan Douglas
3 Edderston Ridge, Peebles.
01721 723038

Session Clerk:
Sheena Edgar
11 Millwell Park,
Innerleithen.
01896 831685
sheena@topcop.org.uk
Organist & Choirmaster:
Andrew Russel
Glensax, Bonnington Road,
Peebles.
01721 721127
music@topcop.org.uk

Roll Keeper:
Alison Duncan
14 Crossburn Farm Road,
Peebles.
01721 721033

Beadle:
Edward Knowles
56 Elliots Park, Peebles.
01721 722860

Hall-keeper:
Tess Goodwin
16 Elcho Street, Peebles.
01721 720674

Eddleston Session Clerk:
Margaret Love
11 Old Manse Road,
Eddleston.
01721 730263

Eddleston Treasurer:
Archie Smellie
Hattonknowe, Eddleston.
01721 730282

Eddleston Organist:
Lorraine Mulholland
Millbank, Eddleston.
01721 730332

Web Editor:
Willie Nicoll
Cardrona, Peebles.
01896 833508
webmaster@topcop.org.uk

Magazine Editor:
David MacFarlane
6 Glen Crescent
Peebles
01721 723344
magazine@topcop.org.uk

Obviously this isn’t everyone…watch out for the revised
TOPCOP Directory due our soon.

CREATOR
We are the afterthought.
You are the thought that saw in the
acorn a beamed giant; in a
waterdrop, storm rains starting, in a
spark, the fire runner; in me
maybe
life hereafter.
Roland J Portchmouth

