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In January this year we printed the photo above from the editor’s 

collection and Susan Donoghue from Eddleston identified one of the 

houses as that of Edna Ross…with a dormer window which the bottom, 

contemporary, photo shows as missing today. Well spotted. 
 

 



 

Pastoral letter 
May 2008 

 

Lately I’ve been trying to polish up a part of my 
education that I feel has been sadly lacking for 

much too long.  Everywhere I’ve driving for the 
past week or two I’ve been playing one CD over 

and over again. 
 

No, I haven’t signed up for a crash course in 

Gaelic, nor am I trying to relive my youth by 
playing all those old Cream and Rolling Stones 

numbers that haven’t seen the light of day for 
years.  In fact what I’ve been listening to is a 

collection of recordings of British birdsong. 
 

 

In our friendships and closest relationships 
the wonderful yet indefinable quality of 
human love moves and inspires us. 

 

 

As the weeks of Spring pass I’m struck by the 

ever-increasing variety of bird calls and birdsong 
to be heard among the trees on the hill behind 

the manse where I walk the dogs most days.  I 
am ashamed to say, however, that though I can 

often identify different species when I see them, 

I’m not so good at recognising calls and, sad to 
say, if I can’t recognise the call I stand to miss 

out on seeing the bird.  So I take that CD with me 
wherever I go in the car, in the hope that my 

walks on the hill will become even more enriching 
and enjoyable than they already are.   
 

All around us are signs of God’s presence in the 

world.  The passing seasons all unfold their own 
rich dimensions of his creation.  Each time we 



witness the beginning of a new life, whether on 

our farms or within our families, we cannot help 
but be stirred by the miracle of birth.  In our 

friendships and closest relationships the 

wonderful yet indefinable quality of human love 
moves and inspires us. 
 

In those everyday phenomena we have glimpses 

of the glory of God.  We see God in our midst as 
we see experience even the seemingly most 

mundane things in life.  He speaks to us too, 
however, through our personal triumphs and 

traumas, our pleasures and pains.  We have only 
to be awake to his voice and ready to listen to his 

call. 
 

With love, 
Calum Macdougall.           
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

News from our organisations 
What we’re up to. 
 

 

Sunday School Family BBQ 
 

Once again we are thinking about out summer 

barbecue which will be held this year on 
Saturday, 7th June in the Manse Garden.  We 

will meet in the garden at 12.30 and finish 
about 3 pm.  The Sunday School invite their 
own families and friends and also want to 

extend the invitation to families in the Church 
even if the children are not part of the Sunday 

School.  All are welcome.  It is always good 
fun.  Everyone brings their own food either a 
picnic or something to cook on the barbecue.  

In the unlikely event of bad weather we will 
adjourn to the MacFarlane Hall. 



 

 
 

 
 

Don’t be a water importer.  Water is 
undoubtedly good for your health but when 

it comes in a plastic bottle and has been 
transported long distances, not so good for 

that of the planet. In the developed world 
we are lucky enough to have safe drinking 

water piped, packaging free, into our 
homes for a tiny fraction of the cost of 
bottled water, yet sales of bottles continue 

to rise. If you need to take your water with 
you why not refill an old bottle from the tap and keep it in the 

fridge ready for when you go out.  Keep a jug of tap water in the 
fridge. When chilled it’s almost indistinguishable from mineral 
water. 
 

Tip: Water that has had eggs boiled in it is enriched with calcium. 

Pouring it on your garden, once it has cooled, rather than down the 
sink, will save a little water and feed your plants. 
 

Have a Clear-out for Christian Aid! 
 

Could everyone have a clear out 
and give any unwanted toys, 

books, videos and DVDs to Fiona 
MacFarlane by Thursday 15th 

May. This is for the toy and book 
stalls at the Christian Aid Coffee 

morning at the St Andrew’s 
Leckie Church on 

Saturday17th May.  



Contact Fiona on 01721 724024. 

 

A dreadful omission… 
 

It has been brought to our attention 
that in a recent article by Our Roving 

Correspondent, a picture of a certain 
Pillar of the Kirk was omitted. 
Now, that would never do, so here is 

the missing photo: 
 

 
 

 
 

That one of us is 
about to jump out 
of an aircraft for the 

Disabled Access 
Project. 

Watch this space! 

 

Rumour has it……. 

 

Service for the Bells 
to celebrate 60 years 

of this unusual musical 
instrument heard by many 

25th May at 10am 
Hear the bells, 

played by the TOPCOP ringers, 
relayed into the church 



 

 

Therapy thanks 
 

Christine would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who 
supported the Therapy Day in Eddleston in January (apologies for 

the lateness of this insertion!). The day went extremely well and 
was enjoyed by everyone involved either as a participant or helper 
- or both. The generosity of everyone involved in the day raised a 

grand total of £365.  Thank you for supporting this event so 
superbly; perhaps we can have another one next year? 

 
 

Please have a look at our website 

topcop.org.uk 
There’s useful information and things to see there. 

IT’S HAPPENINGIT’S HAPPENINGIT’S HAPPENINGIT’S HAPPENING    
Janet is having a Janet is having a Janet is having a Janet is having a 

sale…sale…sale…sale…    
…for a week!…for a week!…for a week!…for a week!    

 
 
 
 

In aid of Disabled AccessIn aid of Disabled AccessIn aid of Disabled AccessIn aid of Disabled Access    

30th June 30th June 30th June 30th June –––– 5th July 5th July 5th July 5th July    
 
Stalls will include: books, clothes, Stalls will include: books, clothes, Stalls will include: books, clothes, Stalls will include: books, clothes, 
bricbricbricbric----aaaa----brac, unwanted presents, brac, unwanted presents, brac, unwanted presents, brac, unwanted presents, 
small items of furnituresmall items of furnituresmall items of furnituresmall items of furniture    
Tea & Coffee in the wee hall Tea & Coffee in the wee hall Tea & Coffee in the wee hall Tea & Coffee in the wee hall 
with fresh daily baking.with fresh daily baking.with fresh daily baking.with fresh daily baking.    



Saturday 8th November 
 

Forties’ NightForties’ NightForties’ NightForties’ Night    
In the MacFarlane Hall 
in aid of disabled access 

 

 

A Date for Your Diary 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

JazzJazzJazzJazz----aaaa----WardWardWardWard in the MacFarlane 

Hall on Saturday 17th May  

at 6.30pm 

Jazz ServiceJazz ServiceJazz ServiceJazz Service in St Andrew’s 

Leckie Church  

Sunday 18th May at 4.30pm 

Hoots, toots ,come 

oan, ye could dress 
up as ME !! 



 



CCChhhrrriiissstttiiiaaannn   AAAiiiddd   WWWeeeeeekkk   

iiinnn   PPPeeeeeebbbllleeesss   

111111---111777   MMMaaayyy   222000000888   
 

During Christian Aid Week 2007 we raised over £11,800 in Peebles, 

which helped improve the lives of people like Minu Basar (pictured), 
who lives in Bangladesh.  
 

Getting clean water is a problem throughout Bangladesh. In the 
northeast, water scarcity and lack of infrastructure create difficulties 
for the communities living there. In the central low-lying wetlands, the 

land is flooded for more than half the year and underground water 
sources can be contaminated with arsenic. In the southwest, the rise in 

sea-levels, partly as a result of climate change, is making fresh water 
salty.  People often have to walk for up to 24 hours to collect water to 
drink. 
 

Christian Aid works with it’s partners to set up pani parishads (water 
councils) in villages throughout Bangladesh. These community 

organisations discuss and agree the best water supply solutions for 
their villages, and provide a forum for addressing other community 
issues.  Minu Baser has learned how to harvest rainwater safely so that 

she doesn’t have to travel for a whole day and cross a dangerous river 
to fetch drinking water. 
 

We need your help to raise money as part of Christian Aid Week 2008.  
As well as the House to House collections (contact Sue Isherwood 

721252) other events take place before, during and after Christian Aid 
week.  Come and support the events, enter a team for the quiz, buy 
something at the market stall and plant stall or enjoy tea, coffee, home 

baking and other activities in the Leckie Memorial Church and grounds 
on Saturday 17th May.   
 

For more information, contact the event organisers listed or Graeme 
and Emma Herd (Peebles Christian Aid Committee joint secretary) on 

01721 724593. 
 

 



Saturday 10 May 

10am to 12 noon – Traidcraft Drop In, Leckie Memorial Church Bakehall 
 

7.30pm – 10.30pm – Family Ceilidh, McFarlane Hall, Tickets £5 
(Contact Martin & Helen Holt 723735) 

 

Sunday 11 May – 6pm 

Joint Christian Aid Service, St Peter’s Church 
 

Wednesday 14 May – 7.30pm 

Quiz, Leckie Memorial Church, £10/team of 3 
(Contact Linda Murray 07904 273064) 

 

Thursday 15 May – from 10am 

Christian Aid Market Stall (home baking & produce) 
(Contact Sue Isherwood 721252) 

 

Thursday 15 May – 10am to 4pm  Packing Groceries at Sainsbury’s 
Friday 16 May – 9am to 6pm  Packing Groceries at Somerfield 

Saturday 17 May – 10am to 4pm  Packing Groceries at Somerfield 
(Contact Karen Ritchie 01896 833108) 

 

Saturday 17 May 

9.30am – 12 noon, Plant Stall, Leckie Memorial Church Grounds 
(Contact Ian Dumper 721132) 

 

10am – 1pm, Open Day (teas and coffees) 
Leckie Memorial Church & Hall 

including Cake Stall, Book Stall, Toy Stall and Bouncy Castle 
12 noon – T.O.P. Choristers 

 

Friday 23 May 

Scottish Country Dance 
(For full details and tickets contact Julia Sharp 01896 830637) 

 

All proceeds/profits will go to Christian Aid 
UK charity number 1105851  Company number 5171525 

Republic of Ireland charity number CHY 6998 
 

Christian Aid Bag Packing 
 

Last year we collected over £1250 by packing groceries at Sainsbury’s 
and Somerfield. But we need your help! Would you be able to give us 

an hour of your time this year? 
This year we are packing at Sainsbury’s on Thursday 15th May from 
10am to 4pm and at Somerfield on Friday 16th May from 10am to 6pm 

and Somerfield again on Saturday 17th May from 10am to 4pm. 
Please let me know if you can pack or back up. 
Karen Ritchie 01896 833108 



COMMUNICANTS’ GROUP 
 

It’s hoped to start a Communicants’ Group at the Old Parish 
Church, to run from mid-May until the end of June.  Anyone 

interested in coming along to explore issues of Christian faith and 
Church membership is very warmly invited, with no obligation 

whatsoever to proceed to Public Profession of Faith.  Each of the 
meetings will last no more than one hour and the format will be 
informal and relaxed.   

An initial meeting of everyone who would like to find out 
more about the Group will be held during coffee in the 

MacFarlane Hall after the morning service on 11th May.     
   

STUDY GROUP 
 

Prof Francis Dalrymple Hamilton will lead a five-part study group 
looking at The History, Tradition and Theology of Worship on 

Monday evenings in May and early June.  The first meeting will be 
on Monday 5th May from 7.30 to 9pm in the manse.  Everyone who 

would like to come to any or all of the meetings will be made most 
welcome.     
   

 

Praise & Worship Service at  
St Andrew's Leckie,  

to which all are welcome. 
  

The services are designed to have a contemporary feel, with 

a mixture of well known hymns and some newer praise 
songs.  The services start at 6pm on the 2nd Sunday of each 

month, with tea & coffee served beforehand at 5-30 in the 

church.  We're currently taking as our theme the book of 

Acts and the growth of the early church.  The service is led 
by members of different Peebles congregations - we 
warmly invite you to join us for these services, which 
we are sure you will find enjoyable and stimulating. 

The next service is May 11th.                                                                                                  
Barry Hughes 
 

   

 

 

Please recycle this magazine…or pass it on. 
Why keep it to yourself! 



 

Kirk Session Matters 
The Kirk Session of Peebles Old Parish Church of 

Scotland met on Wednesday, 9th April 2008 
Compiled by Fiona Taylor 

 
 

There are many challenges facing Peebles Old, and all elders are urged 
to make a commitment to one of several special project areas 
(disabled access, parish outreach, youth development and Eco-

Congregation) and to draw on the abundance of talents and skills 
within the congregation.  There is also a need to add to the existing 
number of elders. 
 

There was lengthy discussion on the recurrent issue of Disabled 
Access, which has been the concern of the Kirk Session for more than 

a decade, and now looks to be treated as an absolute priority.  In any 
appraisal or survey of the approaches to the Castle Hill, the favoured 
route is from the front of the building, but all options are being 

considered.  The disadvantages of a long ramp were outlined, as 
regards the expected gradients which would be encountered on both 
ascent and descent.   
 

Despite these difficulties, it is essential to keep the project on track, 

and not to lose the motivation and goodwill which has so far 
contributed to a significant fundraising effort.  A reconstituted Disabled 
Access Group, convened by Mr Roger Trueman and operating under 

the aegis of the Fabric Committee, will bring forward a definite 
proposal for the project. 
 

The Convenor of the Fabric Committee, Mr Alasdair MacFarlane, 
reported that the new audio-visual system, using two projectors and 

two screens, will be installed soon.  As with the disabled access issue, 
this has much to do with the attraction and accessibility of Peebles Old 
and the services conducted therein. 

The Reverend Calum Macdougall emphasised that the town of Peebles 
needs the Old Parish Church to be a strong, vibrant and significant part 
of the community.  The Quinquennial Visiting team’s Deliverance also  

touches on these matters. This commends the determination of 
Peebles Old to tackle the structurally challenging and very costly 
provision of disabled access, and also to develop all age worship and 

encourage the introduction of forms – acceptable to God – which make 
services more meaningful to those those understanding of worship is 
still growing. 
 



Consideration is being given to the installation of CCTV in the church as 

a security measure, and for a spotlight to illuminate the floral 
arrangement at the foot of the pulpit steps.  Certain other lights within 
the building will be replaced with bulbs using less power, as part of our 

commitment to the Eco-Congregation scheme. 
 

The church notice board will be repainted to make it more eye-catching 
and to show the revised name of our church. 
 

Mr Drew Lowe, Convenor of the Youth Committee, reported on current 
and future youth events.  
 

Mr John Moore, the Sunday School link elder, reported that the number 
of children attending was increasing slowly. The leaders and children 

are entering enthusiastically into being part of an Eco-Congregation.  
 

The Flower Committee has had an exceptionally busy and fruitful year, 
notably with the very successful Flower Festival.  The Parish Toddlers’ 
Group is also in good heart, as a very active group with an attendance 

of between 30 and 40 youngsters every Tuesday morning. 
 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
ECO-CHURCH 
ACTIVITIES 

 

This month we started our Eco-

Church Project.  It is called 
“Acorns to Oaks” and the children 

of the Sunday School have taken 
on the Church garden as their 
project. 
 

Children today, are brought up 

surrounded by recycling, energy 
saving and global warming.  The 

school aged children already 
have experience, through school 
projects, of eco-friendly 

activities.  The have lots of 
energy and enthusiasm.  With 

the co-operation of the Property Convenor, the children drew up a 
check list which they will complete on a regular basis and either 



sort out problems themselves or report back to the Convenor who 

will arrange to solve bigger problems.  On their first check the 
children found lots of broken glass, beer cans and bottles, cigarette 

packets and various other bits of rubbish.  Most went for recycling. 
 

What upset 
the children, 
was the 

graffiti they 
found on the 

outside of the 
fire door and 
the wall of the 

small hall.  
We have 

reported this 
to the 

Property 

convenor and 
he is taking 

action on it.  
 

In order the make the garden more colourful, we purchased 16 
Liatris plants called Blazing Stars which are particularly popular 
with bees and butterflies.  We also planted Sunflower seeds and 

Nasturtium seeds in biodegradable pots and we have put them on 
the windowsill of the MacFarlane Hall to await warmer weather.  

We also plan to purchase 2 Buddleia bushes which again may 
attract butterflies to the garden. 
 

If members of the 
congregation use the 

back steps from the car 
park, or are just having 

a look around the 
garden, please report 
any problems you see 

to the Sunday School 
Leaders. 
 
  

 
 

 
 



 

Now Here’s a Thought…  
Francis Dalrymple-Hamilton 
 

 

When the BBC announced before Easter that it was producing a new 
look at the Passion, were you like me interested as to what this might 
be like? 
 

Well right at the beginning I have to confess that I did not watch all of 

it, and they do say that confession is good for the soul.   Yet, I have 
another confession to make and that is that I was somewhat 
disappointed by the outcome of their efforts. To begin with the Jesus 

who appeared on the screens did not seem to possess any of the 
charisma or attributes of a teacher that the Gospels certainly present 
him as having,  and there was something else---(here I am not 

speaking irreverently) he appeared as just one of the lads.   There was 
nothing that could have distinguished him from the rest of the 
disciples, and when we listened as to what he had to say in his 

teaching he appeared to say a lot that the Jesus in the Gospels never 
said.   Yet another thing---the presentation of the ascension (if one 
could call it that), was that Jesus just disappeared into the crowds of 

people who were in Jerusalem after having said, in a very off the cuff 
manner ‘I will be with you always.’ 
 

Now while it is the case that film makers these days will nearly always 
re-write the story to make it more acceptable to the watching public, 

surely it is the case that while we may make the account of the Passion 
in contemporary speak, the story itself cannot be altered, for the 
simple reason that it matters too much to those who believed in him 

then and now.   It was the first century apostle who stated, ‘The Son of 
God who loved me, and gave himself for me.’   Yes by all means let us 
have a new presentation of the facts of the Gospel, but let us do it in a 

way that is faithful to the Gospel writers and in a way that exalts the 
passion rather than one that does not do it justice. 

 

 

Please have a look at our website 

topcop.org.uk 
There’s useful information and things to see there.

 
 



 

Alfred Ernest Maylard 
The man who gifted our bells 

Anne Derrick 
 

 

Every 15 minutes, the sound of our church bells rings out across the town. 

That’s not counting Sunday morning rings and ringings for other special 

occasions such as Beltane Saturday morning. Have you ever thought about 

the story behind those bells? 
 

The bells were cast by Taylors of Loughborough, a firm still very much in 

existence today (editors note: It is a very interesting place to visit 

especially on a casting day. Have a look at www.taylorbells.co.uk). They 

were installed between 1939 and 1940, but were never rung because of 

the war. 
 

It would appear that they were first rung in 1947, and on the tenor bell, 

the following inscription can be read: 
 

 

Alfred Maylard, who gifted the bells in 

memory of his wife, was an eminent doctor 

and a pioneering member of the Scottish 

Mountaineering Club. He was born in 1855 

and died in 1947, having retired to Peebles with his wife. He does not 

appear to have had any children and the closest relative I am aware of is a 

distant niece who lives in Canada. 
 

The following extract from the ‘Travel Scotland’ website tells us something 

about the man: 

If William Naismith is considered as the "father" of the SMC, then Maylard 

may be described as its architect. It was in January 1889 that 

correspondence in the Glasgow Herald was initiated by Naismith, 

proposing the formation of a "Scottish Alpine Club". This correspondence 

These bells 
are dedicated to the memory of 

his dearly loved wife, Jane, 
daughter of Charles and Margaret Reddie 

and granddaughter of  
the late Sir George Burns, Bart., of Wemyss Bay 

by 
Alfred Ernest Maylard. M.B., B.S., F.R.S.E. 

Hon. Consulting Surgeon to the Victoria 
Infirmary, Glasgow 

1940 



was taken up by other enthusiasts, including Maylard, who was then 

working as a Demonstrator in Medicine at Glasgow University. Maylard 

suggested in a letter dated the 19th January that the proposed club be 

called the "Scottish Mountaineering Club".  
 

At the end of that same month, January 1889, Maylard and a friend called 

in to see Professor Ramsay about this plan. Ramsay was enthusiastic, and 

Maylard went ahead and organised a public meeting in Glasgow, for 

February 11th. With Ramsay in the chair, a club was formed. Maylard 

became its first Secretary, holding this post from 1889 to 1896. He was 

Vice-President from 1898-99, and President from 1899-1902. He was also 

a member of the Alpine Club.  
 

As a climber Maylard was competent but not notably technically-minded. 

He was on the first recorded ascent of No. 4 Gully on Ben Nevis, in April 

1895, with Naismith and F.C. Squance. This was on the Easter Meet of the 

SMC, based in Fort William. The harder climbers, referred to as the "Axe-

Men", were climbing The Castle. A.E. Robertson recalled that on a winter 

traverse of the Cobbler, at New Year, 1895, Maylard was very considerate 

as last man on a rope, helping Robertson 

to negotiate some tricky winter moves 

while descending the South Peak. "..when 

you did penetrate that seemingly aloof 

manner he was a real friend and a good 

companion.."  
 

In character Maylard was quiet and 

reserved, physically tall, with a beard 

which was so well trimmed that one 

commentator later remarked that if it were 

shaved off he couldn't be the man himself. 

"He was high-minded and determined for 

justice for all... All human affairs must 

ultimately be solved, such was his high belief, if regarded as part in a 

broad scheme". So wrote Lord Mackay, who as a young man of 22 had 

first met Maylard.  
 

Maylard received his education at the University of London, graduating 

with an M.B. and Hons. B.S. He was later a Fellow of the Royal Society of 

England and a Fellow of one of the Royal Colleges. A Scot by adoption, he 

became a consultant surgeon at the Victoria Infirmary on the south side of 

Glasgow. He wrote a book on his medical experiences. Maylard married, 

and dedicated his book to  

"my Dear Wife Who Could Not Add to the Stock of My "Memories"; But 

Who Has, I Feel, Greatly Increased the Value Of My "Musings".  
 

Maylard also wrote several articles on mountaineering, including one (in 

two parts) entitled "Climbing Considered in its Physiological Aspects". This 



lengthy article made a fairly good attempt at explaining just why climbing 

was good for you.  
 

Maylard was not only a founder member of the SMC, he was responsible 

for setting in motion the events which led to the building of the CIC Hut on 

Ben Nevis. At the Easter Meet of 1925, Maylard was walking up the old 

path to the summit when he came upon two young members of the SMC 

sleeping rough in the old half-way station of the Observatory, closed then 

for over 20 years. The wooden hut was in abysmal condition, and Maylard 

was genuinely concerned for the health of the two climbers.  
 

During dinner at the Alexandra Hotel, Maylard raised the possibility of 

providing a hut on the mountain. Seated next to him were both Sang, the 

Club Secretary, and, as a guest, the factor for the Ben Nevis Estate. Both 

were enthusiastic. Maylard then thought that the hut could be built as a 

war memorial, and recalled that Charles Inglis Clark, a popular young 

climber, had been killed at the end of the war. His parents, Maylard 

thought, might be interested in the project, and he would write to them 

suggesting it. He did, and they were, and so we have the Charles Inglis 

Clark Memorial Hut on Ben Nevis, open to members of any climbing club.  
 

On his retirement from his post as surgeon, Maylard moved south to live in 

Peebles. In his last few years he became very deaf, but continued to 

attend club functions almost to the end. He died at Kingsmuir, Peebles, on 

27 June 1947, in his 93rd year.  

 
 

Thanks to all who have contributed to this 
edition of the magazine.  
 

If you’ve an event happening within the church and would like 
people to know about it through this magazine? Let the editor 
know, so it would be a great help if articles or intimations for the May 

magazine be sent in by Thursday 24th April to David MacFarlane on 
07711 851611 or preferably e-mail: D.j.macfarlane@btinternet.com  
 
 

Articles or contributions for any of the sections in the magazine 

are welcomed. Humour, recipes, poetry, travel. About 300-400 words 
will fill a page but don’t restrict yourself to just one! 
 

 

We are having a special ‘Bells’ service on Sunday  25  May to 

celebrate, somewhat belatedly, the 60th anniversary of the 

ringing of our distinctive chimes. 

If anyone has any further information about Dr Maylard, please 
contact the editor. 



 

Who we are 
Getting to know some of the people involved in our 

church. This month an elder and one of the choir who 

knows TOPCOP literally inside out! 

John Scott 
 

What’s your day job?  I’m a computer engineer. 
 

Got a favourite food? Anything with chicken in it. 
 

What’s on the CD player in your car?  Collection of Organ CDs 
 

Best career move? Change to my current employment. 
 

What’s your ambition for TOPCOP? To see the church FULL! 
 

How would you sell the idea of TOPCOP to your friends?    Try 
it. You’ll never know unless you go! 
 

Ideal length of sermon? Depends on the topic! 
 

What was the last book you read? A book on the workings of 

the Pipe Organ. 
 

What’s important to you? Friendship and helping where I can. 
 

What is your greatest strength/weakness? Promising too 

many things then having to let people down. 
 

What are your other interests? Walking with Cleo – she’s my 
dog! 
 

Got a favourite hymn? Courage brother, do not stumble. 
 

Anything else we should know? The wind pressures in the organ 
are: Pedal 5” Great 3” Swell 5” and Choir 3” but hey – who needs to 

know that! 
 

Thank you to those who took the time to respond at the end 
of last year and the editor is looking for more brave souls to 
have their souls bared in this column. There are entry forms 

in the MacFarlane Hall or they can be e-mailed to you. Just 
send a message to editor@topcop.org.uk  

 

 

 

Please recycle this magazine…or pass it on. 
It would be nice if you read it first though! 

 

 



TOPCOoks 
Back to familiar territory this month as the cook 

examines the Ultimate Chocolate Cake 
 courtesy of Ruby Buchan 

 

For the cake 

6oz/170gr Dark chocolate broken into bits 

into a Pyrex Bowl 

10zs/280gr butter 

10oz/280gr caster sugar 

5 large eggs 

10oz/280gr self raising flour with 1 rounded 

tablespoon returned to the flour packet and 

replaced with 1 rounded tablespoon cocoa 

powder. 

1 teaspoon vanilla extract. 
 

First line two 8in/20cm cake tins, then put the Pyrex Bowl of chocolate 

over a saucepan containing a small amount of very hot water. Gently heat 

the chocolate and as soon as it is melted, remove from the heat. 
 

In a large bowl beat together the butter and caster sugar, beating till light 

and fluffy. Beat in the eggs one at a time, alternating with a spoonful of 

the sieved flour and cocoa.  When all the eggs, flour and cocoa are well 

mixed into the butter and sugar, add the vanilla extract and the cooled 

melted dark chocolate.  Mix thoroughly.  Divide evenly between the two 

tins and smooth the surface. 
 

Bake in a moderate oven 175c/350f Gas Mark 4 for 25 minutes. When the 

cakes are cooked take them from the oven and cool them in their tins for 

2 minutes. When cold, cut each cake around its middle into two halves. 
 

For the ganache 
 

1/3 pint 190/ml double cream 

1 split vanilla pod, or ½ teaspoon vanilla extract 

1 lb/450gr dark chocolate broken into bits into a Pyrex bowl. 
 

Put the cream and vanilla pod into a saucepan and bring to scalding point. 

(When tiny bubbles start to appear at the edge of the cream). Take the 

pan of the heat and allow to cool then  scrape the vanilla pod stirring the 

sticky black seeds into the cream. 
 

Meanwhile put the Pyrex bowl of broken chocolate bits over a saucepan 

containing very hot water.  Melt the chocolate carefully then remove the 

bowl from the pan.  Gently reheat the double cream till warm, then mix it 

and the melted chocolate together thoroughly.  Spread the ganache over 

the top of the cake and down the side. Says serves 8-10…some chance! 



Bell-tower Craik 
More tea Vicar? 

 

Have a go! 
 

You gotta try this!! 

How smart is your right foot ? ? 

Just try this. It is from an orthopedic 

surgeon....... 
 

This will boggle your mind and you will 

keep trying over and over again 

to see if you can outsmart your foot, but, 

you can't. 
 

It's pre-programmed In your brain! 
 

1. WITHOUT anyone watching you and 

while sitting where you are, lift 

your right foot off the floor and make 

Clockwise Circles. 
 

2.. Now, while doing this, draw the 

number '6' in the air with your 

Right Hand. Your foot will change 

direction. 
 

I told you so!!! And there's nothing you 

can do about it! 

You and I both know how stupid it is, but before the day is done, 

You are going to try it again, if you've not already done so.  
 

 

In the year 2008…  

The Lord came unto Noah, who was now living in the UK, and said: 

'Once again, the earth has become wicked and over-populated, and I see 

the end of all flesh before me. Build another Ark and save two of every 

living thing along with a few good humans.'  
 

He gave Noah the CAD drawings, saying: 'You have 6 months to build the 

Ark before I will start the unending rain for 40 days and 40 nights.'  
 

Six months later, the Lord looked down and saw Noah weeping in his 

yard, but no Ark.  
 

'Noah!' He roared, 'I'm about to start the rain! Where is the Ark?' 
 

'Forgive me, Lord,' begged Noah, 'but things have changed. I needed 

Building Regulations Approval and I've been arguing with the Fire Brigade 



about the need for a sprinkler 

system.  
 

My neighbours claim that I should 

have obtained planning permission 

for building the Ark in my garden 

because it is development of the 

site, even though in my view it is a 

temporary structure.  
 

We had to then go to appeal to the 

House of Lords for a decision.  
 

Then the Department of Transport 

demanded a bond be posted for the future costs of moving power lines 

and other overhead obstructions to clear the passage for the Ark's move 

to the sea. I told them that the sea would be coming to us, but they 

would hear nothing of it.  
 

Getting the wood was another problem. All the decent trees have Tree 

Preservation Orders on them and we live in a Site of Special Scientific 

Interest set up in order to protect the spotted owl. I tried to convince 

the environmentalists that I needed the wood to save the owls - but no 

go!  
 

When I started gathering the animals, the RSPCA sued me. They insisted 

that I was confining wild animals against their will. They argued the 

accommodation was too restrictive, and it was cruel and inhumane to put 

so many animals in a confined space.  
 

Then the County Council, the Environment Agency and the Rivers 

Authority ruled that I couldn't build the Ark until they'd conducted an 

environmental impact study on your proposed flood.  
 

I'm still trying to resolve a complaint with the Equal Opportunities 

Commission on how many disabled carpenters I'm supposed to hire for 

my building team.  

The trades unions say I can't use my sons. They insist I have to hire only 

accredited 

workers with Ark-building experience.  
 

To make matters worse, Customs and Excise seized all my assets, 

claiming I'm trying to leave the country illegally with endangered species.  
 

So, forgive me, Lord, but it would take at least 10 years for me to finish 

this Ark.'  
 

Suddenly the skies cleared, the sun began to shine, and a rainbow 

stretched across the sky.  
 

Noah looked up in wonder and asked, 'You mean you're not going to 

destroy the world?'  
 

'No,' said the Lord. 'The British government beat me to it.' 



 
 

 

What Are Seniors Worth? 
 

Remember, Old folks are worth a fortune with silver in 

their hair, gold in their teeth, stones in their kidneys, 

lead in their feet and gas in their stomachs. 
 

I have become a little older since I saw you last and a 

few changes have come into my life. Frankly I have 

become a frivolous old gal. 
 

I am seeing six gentlemen every day. As soon as I wake 

up, Will Power helps me out of bed. Then I go to see 

Johnny Loo. Next, Charlie Cramp comes along and when 

he’s here he takes up a lot of my attention. When he 

leaves Arthur Ritus shows up and stays around all day. He doesn’t like to 

stay in one place very long so he takes me from joint to joint. After such a 

busy day I’m really tired and glad to go to bed with Johnnie Walker. What 

a life! Oh yes! I’m also fighting with Al Zymer. 
 

P.S. The Minister came to call the other day. He said that I should be 

thinking about the hereafter. I told him “Oh I do! all the time, on my way 

home, in the parlour, upstairs, in the kitchen or down in the basement. I 

say to myself “Now, what am I here after?” 
 

Thanks to Karen Ritchie for this article. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

As good as it gets 

A shipwrecked man 

spent five years on a 

deserted island. One 

day he was overjoyed 

to see a ship drop 

anchor in the bay. A 

dinghy approached, and 

a ship's officer handed 

the sailor The Times, 

The Financial Times and 

The Daily Telegraph. 

"The captain suggests," 

said the officer, "that 

you read what's going 

on in the world before 

you decide if you wish 

to be rescued." 

 



 

A message from the 

magazine babes 
 

 

People often ask us what a suitable donation is for this magazine every 

month when they complete the form below. Good question we say! 
 

This magazine is brought together and distributed by the good and 
tireless work of many individuals which of course is the free part…but 
we do use rather a lot of paper (if you’d like to save a tree or two you 

can access the magazine on the website www.topcop.org.uk/magazine) 
with at least 28 pages of A5, that’s 7 sheets of A4 in every copy and 
nearly 650 copies of each edition so 4550 (9 reams at around £5 a 

ream makes £45 each month or £540 a year) sheets of A4 every 
month. Add to that the cost of duplicating at approximately 2p per 
side, 14 sides a copy makes £180 per month or £2184 a year! So the 

production cost is somewhere in the region of £2,700 a year or 35p per 
copy. 
 

In the last year your donations towards the cost of the magazine 
totaled £1400 so you might like to consider or revise the donation you 

give?   
 
 
 

 

 

Would you like your own copy each month? 
Well help is at hand… just fill in and post this form! 

 

 

To: 
Miss Marianne Ewart, 23 Cuddyside, Peebles EH45 8EN (721964) or 
Mrs Ruby Buchan, 14 Kingsland Square, Peebles EH45 8EZ (721048) 
 

Your name …………………………………………………………………… 
 

Your address…………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

I’m happy to enclose a donation of £….... towards the cost of the 
Magazine, and what a bargain it is. 

Please make cheques payable to “The Old Parish Church of Peebles” 
 





 

CHURCH ORDERS (PEEBLES) 
 

 

READERS 

May 4 All-age worship Acts 1:6-14 

St John 17:1-11 
    

 11 Geoff Goldstraw Acts 2:1-21 

St John 20:19-23 
    

 18 Douglas Kesting Quinquennial Visit 
    

 25 John Fairless Isaiah 49:8-16a 

St Matthew 6:24-34 
    

June 1 All-age worship Psalm 46 

St Matthew 7:21-29 
    

 8 Alistair Robertson Genesis 12:1-9 

St Matthew 9:9-13,18-26 
    

 15 Janet Macdougall Genesis 18:1-15 

St Matthew 9:35-10:8 
    

 22 Graeme Murray Genesis 21:8-21 

St Matthew 10:24-39 
    

 29 Roger Trueman Genesis 22:1-14 

St Matthew 10:40-42 
    

DUTY ELDERS 

  North South 

May  Jim Edgar Norman Kerr 

  Sheena Edgar Barbara Charteris 
    

June  Archie Cameron Alastair Fleming 

  Tom McAndrew Fiona Fleming 
    

SHORT ORDERS OF HOLY COMMUNION 

May 25th John Scott  

  Drew Lowe  

  Bob Gregory  

  Alistair Robertson  
    

THE BELLS! THE BELLS! 

May 4th Roger Trueman 

 11th Alison Cruikshanks 

 18th Joann Mellors  

 25th Bells Service 

 See the advert on page 6 of this 

magazine for this special service. 



 

CONGREGATIONAL REGISTER 
 
 

PEEBLES 

DEATHS 
26th March Miss Marjorie Duncan, 
            Kingswood Lodge, Bonnington Road, Peebles 

  5th April Mrs Helen Boyd, 
  5a Bridgegate, Peebles 
12th April Mrs Agnes Jack, 

  12 Dalatho Crescent, Peebles 
16th April Mrs Joan Kesting 

  Grange Villa, Frankscroft, Peebles 
 

 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES 
 

PEEBLES 
 

 

May    

Sunday 
4th 

10am 
 
 

6pm  

Seventh Sunday of Easter. 
Morning All-Age Worship with the Sacrament of 
Holy Baptism 

Monthly Evening Service  
Conducted by Malcolm Jefferson 

   

Sunday 

11th 

10am 

6pm 

Pentecost. Morning Worship  

Christian Aid Service in St Peter’s Church 
   

Sunday 

18th 

10am Trinity Sunday: Quinquennial Visit. Conducted 

by The Rev Samuel Siroky, Ettrick & Yarrow. 
   

Sunday 
25th 

10am First after Trinity. 
Bells Service to mark the 60th Anniversary of 

the church bells. 
   

June   
Sunday 

1st 

10am 

 
 

6pm 

Second after Trinity 

All-Age Worship with the Sacrament of Holy 
Baptism 

Monthly Evening Service 
   

 
 
 



 

OFFERINGS 
 

 

PEEBLES April  
2008 

Year to 
Date  

Last Year to 
Date  

Covenants £1,746.00 £11,419.00 £10,598.00 
FWO £1,284.00 £4,967.00 £4,674.00 

Open Plate £732.00 £1,866.00 £2,340.00 
Collection Boxes £378.00 £562.00 £542.00 
Total £4,140.00 £18,814.00 £18,154.00 
    

EDDLESTON   

Total Offerings for April 2008  £443.67 
Total Offerings for April 2007  £945.50 

Total Offerings for 4 months 2008  £2,226.24 
Total Offerings for 4 months 2007  £2,346.96 
Surplus/(Deficit)   (£120.72) 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES 
 

EDDLESTON 
 

   

May   
Sunday 4th 11.45am Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Morning Worship 
   

Sunday 
11th 

11.45am Pentecost 
All-Age Morning Worship 

   

Sunday 
18th 

11.45am Trinity Sunday. Quinquennial Visit 
Conducted by The Rev Samuel Siroky, 
Ettrick & Yarrow. 

   

Sunday 
25th 

6pm All Age Evening Worship – With 
presentation of Choir Certificates 

   

June   
   

Sunday 1st 11.45am Second after Trinity - Morning Worship 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

FLOWER CALENDAR 
Convenor: Mrs Maureen Collier 
(724633) 
 
  

 

 
 
 

 

4 Donors Mrs A Derrick, Edderston Road 

Mrs E Wilson, Gattonside 

Mr WD Smith, South Park West 

Mr & Mrs W Nicoll, Cardrona 

 Arranger Margaret Percy-Robb 

11 Donor Mrs A Ramsay, Frankscroft 

 Arranger Margaret Ireland 

18 Donors Mrs M Percy-Robb, Kerfield House 

Mrs E White, Buchan Gardens 

Mrs E Parker, Temple Bar 

 Arranger Maureen Collier 

25 Donors The Affleck Family, Bourne, Lincs 

Mrs Ferguson, Halyrude Court 

M
a
y
 

 Arranger June Grandison 

    

 

1 

 

Donor 

 

Norma Rait 

 Arranger Eileen Williamson 

8 Donors Capt. & Mrs J Edgar, Innerleithen 

 Arranger Janet Macdougall 

15 Donor Mrs Marjory McFarlane, Loaning Crescent 

 Arranger Margaret Percy-Robb 

22 Donor Mrs Margaret Buchan 

 Arranger Liz Trueman 

29 Donors Mrs E Van Dijk, France 

Mrs M Coltman, Haystoun 

J
u
n
e
 

 Arranger Margaret Ireland 

                     



Who’s Who at Peebles & Eddleston 
 

Minister:  

The Reverend Calum 
Macdougall 

The Manse, Innerleithen 
Road, Peebles.  
01721 720568  

calum@topcop.org.uk 

  

 

Student Minister:  
Malcolm Jefferson 
Ker Place, Peebles. 

 

jeffersons@tesco.net 

 

Session Clerk:  
Angus Russel  

9 Craigerne Drive, 

Peebles.  

01721 720583 

angus@topcop.org.uk   

 

Session Clerk:  
Sheena Edgar 
11 Millwell Park, 

Innerleithen.   

01896 831685 

sheena@topcop.org.uk 
 

Treasurer:  
Alan Douglas 

3 Edderston Ridge, 

Peebles.  

01721 723038 

  

 

Organist & Choirmaster: 
Andrew Russel 

Glensax, Bonnington Road, 

Peebles.  

01721 721127 

music@topcop.org.uk 
 

Roll Keeper:  
Alison Duncan 

14 Crossburn Farm 

Road, Peebles.  

01721 721033 

  

 

Beadle:  
Edward Knowles 
56 Elliots Park, Peebles. 

01721 722860 

 

Hall-keeper:  
Tess Goodwin 

16 Elcho Street, Peebles.  

01721 720674 

  

 

Eddleston Session Clerk: 
Margaret Love 
11 Old Manse Road, 

Eddleston. 

01721 730263 

 

Eddleston Treasurer: 
Archie Smellie 

Hattonknowe, Eddleston.  

01721 730282 

  

 

Eddleston Organist: 
Lorraine Mulholland 
Millbank, Eddleston.  

01721 730332 

 

 

Eco-congregation & 
Fairtrade Co-

ordinator: 
Diana Brown 

Springhill Road, Peebles. 

01721 720817  

 

 

Church Administrator: 
Marjory MacFarlane 
07791 438759 

01721 722127 

admin@topcop.org.uk 

 

Registered charities (Peebles) SCO13316 (Eddleston) SCO10081 
 



 

 

 

Easter Day:   
An Eggcellent Service 
 

On Easter morning, clear and bright 

The radiance of returning light 

A new beginning, spring at last 

For those who meet to break their fast; 

We’re making coffee, bacon rolls 

All well received by hungry souls 

And after all the kitchen work 

We hasten round into the kirk. 

 

Now fortune favours those who dare 

To juggle eggs up in the air 

But all was not quite as it looked 

This egg was well and truly cooked 

Thus demonstrating sleight of hand 

Or faith beyond the normal brand; 

Whatever will he think of next 

Some miracle, from Scripture’s text? 

 

The greatest omelette ever made 

Upon the table be displayed 

And this, which is designed to share 

Feeds everyone, with some to spare; 

The message of the story lies 

In welcoming a great surprise 

So, when we had our wits collected 

Results were not what we expected! 

 

Fiona Taylor 


