
  

 

 

The 

Old Parish Church 

of 

Peebles 

with 
Eddleston 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Magazine 

March 2008 



 
 
A rare Peebles view that of the railway station where Tweedbridge Court 
and Dukehaugh now sit just over the bridge from the church. Points will 
be awarded if you can name the cars and the year in the shot of the High 
Street shown below. 
 

 
 



 

Pastoral letter 
March 2008 

 

You may remember that in February’s issue of the 
Magazine Diana Brown reported on a very encouraging 
meeting of committee conveners and other interested 
individuals, which had been convened with a view to 
taking forward the registration of the Old Parish 
Church as an Eco-Congregation.  To be part of such an 
enthusiastic group was most uplifting and provided a 
good platform to build on the considerable efforts 
already being made in the church. 
 

Now there is more good news in that Eddleston Kirk 
Session has decided that Eddleston too is to seek to 
register as an Eco-Congregation.  Again, as in the case 
of the Old Parish, much is already being done at 
Eddleston but this initiative gives added impetus to 
our determination in both congregations to be better 
stewards of the precious resources of the Earth.  

  

 

What better time of the year to be enthusing 

about all of this than during Lent and looking 

towards Eastertide 
 

 

One of the most encouraging aspects of the Eco-
congregations scheme is that it allows everyone in the 
church and, indeed, many people in the wider 
community, the opportunity to be involved.  For the 
endeavour to be a success it has to involve everyone 
and the fact that there are modules focussing on 
everything from worship through youth and children’s 
work to church property and church management 
means that everyone can find their own niche.  We 
each have a part to play. 
 

What better time of the year to be enthusing about all 
of this than during Lent and looking towards 
Eastertide.  Our spiritual pilgrimage towards Easter 



challenges us to look at our lives: our commitment, 
our priorities, our practices, our hopes, in fact every 
aspect of our spiritual health.  As we focus on Jesus 
resolutely journeying to his fate at Jerusalem, to his 
betrayal, arrest, trial and crucifixion, we reflect that he 
paid the price for humanity’s failure to live life as God 
wills.  That failure is not simply individual wrong-
doing, it is also humankind’s corporate irresponsibility.   
 

As generation succeeds to generation it must be our 
hope that we learn from our past and resolve to aspire 
to a better future.  Our Eco-congregation initiative is 
the working out of one such aspiration and the fact 
that, on our own, we shall never achieve perfection 
means that the efforts of us all will always be 
required.  We each have a part to play and we each 
must play our part. 
 
With love, 
 

Calum Macdougall. 
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News from our 

organisations 

 

Lent Study group 

The Lent Study Group continues to meet each Monday at 
7.30pm in the manse until 17th March.  The title of the study is 
“Pathways of Prayer” and it has been prepared by Churches 
Together in Britain and Ireland (CTBI) together with BBC Radio 4.  
Each “Pathway” begins with Radio 4’s Sunday Worship (8.10-
8.50).  Everyone who would like to attend any of the meetings of 
the group will be made very welcome.  The format is informal and 
non-threatening. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Spring Cleaning 
It’s not far away now and Janet and Karen would 
like your help to get TOPCOP shipshape. 
Watch out for their requests for help and come 
and help give us a good dusting down. 

An evening of Jazz 

Carole 
Clegg 
& 
Speakeasy 

With special guest 

Roy 
William

s 



Music Group report  

The fourth meeting of the music Group was on Monday 18th February 
and these are the resulting notes. 
1. Ideas, actions and updates 

 

Idea Issues / Actions Owner / 

Researcher 

Ask Calum if the jazz band he knows 
could play at a service 

Andrew 

Jazz 
Outcome: Calum has arranged for a jazz band to 
perform in the church on Saturday 8th March 2008. 

 

Introduce more Taize style music and 
songs 

Andrew 

Taize 
Bundle of Taize music shown to group and currently 
being shared around to select favoured songs. 

 

More variety for greater interest. This 
would also be good for Choristers. 

Andrew 

Men only songs, 
women only 
songs and solos 

Hymns selected for 2008 so far have a good 

selection of solo, men only, women only, choir only 

and unaccompanied verses, and fewer are unison. 
Still progressing. 

 

Andrew to ask Aishling if she could 
lead songs on her acoustic guitar 
(amplified) 

Andrew / 
Aishling 

Guitar 
Aishling will accompany the song ‘O Lord, all the 

world belongs to you’ at the all-age service on 2nd 

March. 
 

Introduce more negro spiritual music, 
especially choral 

Roger 

Negro Spiritual 
Progressing. Roger is discussing Tippett’s ‘A child of 

our time’ and others with Andrew. 
 

Research appropriate Scottish tunes 
for hymns 

Fiona S 

Hymns to 
traditional 
Scottish tunes 

Fiona Sinclair found a different arrangement of 
‘Highland Cathedral’ by the Glasgow Phoenix Choir, 

and Andrew will try to acquire the score. Other songs 

were also considered for future use. 
 

Discuss with Chorister leaders Fiona M 
Percussion Fiona MacFarlane will discuss this with the Chorister 

leaders at their meeting in March. 
 

Research appropriate C&W songs for 
choir 

Fiona M 
Country & 
Western Alison Brown suggested ‘We are climbing Jacob’s 

ladder’ which may be suitable for the Choristers. 



Idea Issues / Actions Owner / 

Researcher 

Alison will source the score for the next term. Alison 
also suggested ‘Wind beneath my wings’ and ‘Spirit 

in the sky’ as possible songs for the choir, as concert 
material initially. 

 

Consider alternatives for All Age 
Services. Fiona bringing example of 
unisex top. 

Fiona M 

Choir 
sweatshirts 

Fiona MacFarlane produced samples for discussion 

with the choir. The choir has so far agreed that, for 

All Age Services only, each section of the choir will 
wear different coloured shirts but of the same style. 

In colder weather, a fleece will be worn on top of the 

shirts, but the style and colour of the fleeces have 
yet to be agreed by the choir. At other services, the 

choir will continue to wear robes. 

Research appropriate Gospel music for 
choir and/or congregation (from Sister 
Act and elsewhere) 

Cathy 

Gospel Music 
Cathy Davidson suggested ‘Count your blessings’ as 
a suitable song for Harvest time in the church, and 

‘Oh Happy Day’ as concert material for the choir. 

Hymns could have unaccompanied 
verses 

Andrew 

Unaccompanied One hymn in February was unaccompanied but there 

was little or no feedback. This idea will continue 
when appropriate. 

 

Protest style 
Select suitable songs from the 
‘protest’ style for use in church / 
choir. 

Cathy 

 

Hymns in canon 
Sing hymns in canon during services, 
involving the congregation 

Andrew 
 

Classical tunes 
Hymns to classical tunes, e.g. ‘Be still 
my soul’ to Finlandia 

Cathy 
 

African music For choir and / or congregation Alison 
 

For choir and / or congregation Alison 

Beatles songs 
Alison Brown is looking at ’Let it be’ and ‘All you 

need is love’ for the choir, and Andrew is looking at 
‘When I’m sixty-four’ for the Choristers. 

 

Silver band Leading songs / voluntaries Fiona M 
 

Orchestra 
Leading songs / voluntaries / with 
organ 

Fiona M 
 



Idea Issues / Actions Owner / 

Researcher 

Singing ‘The 
Lord’s Prayer’ 

Try various versions, and consider 
composing our own tune. 

Andrew / 
Aishling 

 

Choir voluntaries 
Choir could sing opening voluntaries 
in place of the organ from time to 
time. 

Andrew 

 

The choristers could make more use 
of musical instruments, and perhaps 
even try to form a band. 

Aishling 

Choristers and 
instruments 

Aishling Samson is approaching choristers who play 

instrument to encourage them to play during 

services. Robbie Brown has already played the organ 
several times during the Offering, and there are 

others who may wish to contribute in this way. 
 

Hymns with 
leader/responses 

 
To be 

allocated 

Contemporary Hymns 
To be 

allocated 

Psalms only  
To be 

allocated 

Backing tracks  
To be 

allocated 

CDs 

Classical or contemporary music 
interspersed with spoken meditation / 
readings / prayers (e.g. Kark Jenkins’ 
The Armed Man) 

To be 

allocated 

Musical 
Meditation 

Soft background music with visual 
images on screen 

To be 

allocated 
Singing during 
offering 

Community Choir / congregational 
singing 

To be 

allocated 

Music Services 

Introduce new forms of musical 
culture either at All Age Services or on 
third Sunday of month. Gauge 
appropriate / manageable frequency. 

To be 
allocated 

Choristers 
leading All Age 
Services 

Readings, presentations etc. And 
Sunday School 

To be 

allocated 
 

2. Other issues discussed 
 

Five main goals of Music Group 

These were submitted to the Worship Committee and 
approved by Kirk Session. 
 

Nine Lessons and Carols 
The Music Group will (later in the year) design proposals for 



the next Nine Lessons and Carols service and submit these to Calum for 
approval. 
 

Songs of Praise 
A Songs of Praise Service has been approved for 1st June at the evening 
service.  
 

Choral Harvest Thanksgiving Festival 

The convenor of the Worship Committee has advised that this would 
require further discussion with the minister and the Council of Churches. 
 

Bring a Friend Service 

The convenor of the Worship Committee has advised that a Bring a 
Friend Service might be more feasible in the autumn but not at present. 
 

Choir Concert 

Potential dates for the choir concert were considered for discussion with 
the choir. Early June is generally favoured. The possibility of staging the 
concert on two consecutive nights had previously been raised at choir 
practice. The group considered the commitment this would require from 
choristers, and decided that this would only be feasible if one of the 
nights was a Thursday when they would otherwise have been rehearsing 
anyway. For further discussion with the choir. 
 

3. Date of next meeting 
 

Monday 14th April 2008 at 7.30pm in the Song School. 

 

 
 

Flower Committee 

Coffee Morning 
Saturday 15th march 

10am ‘till noon 
In aid of Disabled Access 

 

All the usual stalls 
Entrance 80p 

 

Any surplus Christmas presents, bottles etc. 
are welcomed for the Tombola and Raffle. 

Contact Elizabeth Parker (725153) or 
Elizabeth Douglas (723038) if you need 

anything collected. 
Home baking can be delivered to the Hall on 
Friday 14th 3-5pm or the morning of the 15th. 

We appreciate your continued support and 
look forward to seeing as many as possible 



 

Easter Family Breakfast 
 

Sunday 23rd. March 
8.45am to 9.45am 

All are welcome to join us in the MacFarlane Hall.  

To help with the catering arrangements 
please return the slip on or before 16th March 

or phone Elizabeth Parker (07718225128) 
 

     
 Name…………………………………………………. 

  Number for breakfast……………………………. 
Cost is £2.00 for a choice of fruit juice, muesli, bacon or egg 

roll, toast, coffee or tea 
 

 

Parish Toddlers News 
 

We will meet every week now until Tuesday 25th March 
when we will then be on holiday on April 1st and 8th 
restarting on April 15th at our usual time of 10am. 
 

During the 2006/2007 session we donated money to 
several good causes as detailed: 
 

Disabled Access  £100 
Sick Kids Foundation £60 
Sunday School  £60 
Unicef    £20 
Christian Aid   £35 
 

For more details about the Group please contact Elspeth 722860 

or Val 721423 
 

    

PEEBLES COUNCIL PEEBLES COUNCIL PEEBLES COUNCIL PEEBLES COUNCIL     
of CHURCHESof CHURCHESof CHURCHESof CHURCHES    

 
    

LENTEN LUNCHESLENTEN LUNCHESLENTEN LUNCHESLENTEN LUNCHES    untiluntiluntiluntil 12t 12t 12t 12th Marchh Marchh Marchh March    
    

Lunch will be served every Wednesday during Lunch will be served every Wednesday during Lunch will be served every Wednesday during Lunch will be served every Wednesday during 
Lent in St. Andrew's Leckie Parish Church Lent in St. Andrew's Leckie Parish Church Lent in St. Andrew's Leckie Parish Church Lent in St. Andrew's Leckie Parish Church 
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What’s this queue 
for? 
It’s for the TOPCOP 
Forties’ Night 

Saturday 8th November 
 

Forties’ 
Night 

In the MacFarlane Hall 

Now who can 
I go as??? 

All welcome.All welcome.All welcome.All welcome.    
 

A Date for Your Diary 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

EDDLESTON GUILD 
 

At the Guild meeting on Wednesday 19th March at 
7.30p.m. in the Village Hall the speaker will be 
Mr. T Small from 'Borders Care and Repair'. 

 

Anyone interested in hearing about this service is 
welcome to come along. 

 

A short Annual Business Meeting will also be held. 
 
 
 

Do you have any spare knitting wool?  
 

Do you have any spare knitting wool? If you would 
like rid of it Janette Cameron will gladly take it to be 
recycled by a church member into blankets for the 
homeless both here and overseas. Janette can be 
contacted most Sundays at coffee after church or by 
telephoning 722528. 

Supper & 
Entertainment 
Period Dress not 
essential but positively 
encouraged! 



 
WORLD DAY of PRAYER 

 

This year will be held in  

St. Andrews Leckie Church on 

FRIDAY, 7th MARCH 

at 2pm. 
 

The World Day of Prayer Scottish 
Committee and Christian women of 

Guyana, invite you to share in prayer and 
worship with people from all round the 
world. A warm welcome awaits you. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

As part of our commitment to become an Eco church we have chosen to 
“green” up our personal lifestyles, (or try to!). Green choices are not 
simply about living today that others may have life tomorrow but more 
profoundly that true life is found when we seek a fulfilling relationship 
with God rather than seeking fulfilment through material possessions. 
Hopefully this making of “green choices” will help us to think about our 
personal lifestyles and make choices that reflect a care for the earth and 
respect for our neighbours around the world.  One of our choices this 
month, during Fairtrade Fortnight, may be to purchase at least one 
Fairtrade product, not necessarily from the church Fairtrade stall. 
Perhaps you may like to encourage one of our supermarkets to stock 
fairly traded products by buying something from them. 
We are also continuing to tend the church “garden” around the hall and if 
anyone is looking for a good home for snowdrops they may be splitting 
up we would be delighted to have them, especially if you would also like 
to plant them! 



To calculate your own environmental footprint you might like to try the 
simple footprint calculator at www.bestfootforward.com/footprintlife.htm 
 

 

 

Who we are 
Getting to know some of the people involved in our church. 
This chap always gets a seat at the front of the church…our 

Beadle Edward Knowles  
 

What’s your day job? Dinner “lady” at Peebles High School 
 

Got a favourite food? Fish 
 

Got any famous relatives? I am a descendant of John Buchan, 
Lord Tweedsmuir and Duncan Bell, who plays Sergeant Merton 
from Heartbeat, is my mothers cousin. 
 

What’s on the CD player in your car? Don McLean 

 

What’s your ambition for TOPCOP? To see regular attendances 
in excess of 200 every Sunday. 
 

How would you sell the idea of TOPCOP to your friends? 
Come to The Old Parish …you’ll get a warm and friendly welcome. 
 

Ideal length of sermon? 15 Minutes. 
 

What was the last book you read? Short Stories by Jeffrey 
Archer. 
 

Do you have a favorite book/film? Kane & Abel is my favourite 
book and The Great Escape is the film. 
 

What’s important to you? My family. 
 

What is your greatest strength/weakness? My greatest 
strength is that I’m laidback which is also my greatest weakness! 
 

What are your other interests? Following St Johnstone, cycling, 
walking and playing golf. 
 

Got a favourite hymn/anthem? Will your anchor hold. 
 
If you’re feeling brave and wouldn’t mind being featured in 

this column please ask the editor for a form. 
 



Please have a look at our website 

topcop.org.uk 
There’s useful information and things to see there. 

 

The third in a series about our committees 

Pastoral Care & Outreach 
Who they are and what they do 
 

 

In spite of our large title we are a small active group comprising Tom 
Mills, Marjorie Gregory, Fiona Fleming and Tom McAndrew – that’s us in 
the photo.  
 

We were involved in a number of activities last year and here are some 
of the highlights.  Last February, members of the Committee organised 
an Elders’ Retreat at the Victoria Park Centre.  The combination of good 
speakers, comfortable surrounding and good food made for a very 
successful and rewarding day. 
 

The format for the Communion cards had been the same for a number of 
years and it was felt that a change of wording was called for to reflect 
more on the fact that the card was an invitation – while still retaining the 
information about future communion services.  The Minister, in 
collaboration with members of the group, was involved with the changes 
and the new cards were used for the first time in the recent January 
communion. 
 

The Evangelical 
Church through the 
“Chatterbox” group 
provides a week of 
worship and fun for 
the children of 
Peebles every 
August.  Our 
committee, on behalf 
of The Old Parish 
Church provides an 
evening meal on the 
Thursday of that 
week.  Again this 

year the meal was much appreciated by the volunteer organisers and we 
all had an entertaining and rewarding time. 
 



We are involved in a number of projects for the coming year and in the 
meantime would like to thank the members of the Session and 
Congregation for their continued support. 
 
Tom Mills 
Convenor 

 
 

 

From our archive 
A few selected blasts from our past! 
 

 
 

 
from the Scotsman Archive 25th March 1937 

 
March 1958 – 50 years ago 



The Minister wrote in his letter “I doubt not but that many of the 
congregation will be glad that the series of lectures at Morning 

Service these past Sundays is now ended, I do realise it has been a 
bit, shall we say, heavy going”. 
The Junior Choir had reached fifty voices..and now had the ability to 
appear on their own unsupported by the adult choir. The 
congregation were urged to support them in their work by attending 
their concert this month…”don’t let us let them down!”  
Lady Visitors were sought to aid the distribution of the church 
magazine as “they miss it when it doesn’t come, and they notice 
when it doesn’t come on time. I suppose that one way to deal with 
this situation would be to make the magazine so dull and un-
interesting that folk wouldn’t want it, wouldn’t read it and so would 
never notice if it came at all”!  
The Finance Convener reported that the income of the congregation 
in 1957 had not met the normal expenditure incurred…sounds 
familiar. There were concerns over the “spiritual malady” in the 
congregation witnessed by the low numbers turning out on a Sunday 
and members of the congregation were to be asked to put in writing 
to the Session Clerk or their elder “why it is that when Sunday comes 

they are deaf to the promptings of duty and desire to offer tribute to 
God Whom one day we all must face”.  
Members of the Session had sat in the chancel during a service of 
ordination of elders and experienced the draughts and cold with 
which the choir had to contend every Sunday and set themselves to 
improving the heating and ventilation! 
 

Have you ever wondered? 
Asks Leonard Grandison 

 

It is interesting that a number of places and or features have 
received “alternative” names, e.g. Eddleston Water is usually referred 
to as “The Cuddy”. Sometimes it is fairly obvious how the use of the 
name came about but with others it is more obscure. 
 

Here are a few examples from the Peebles area: 
Cheat the Beggars, Dirt Pot Corner, The Drain, The Minnie, 
Sandbridge, Stinking Stairs and The Sware. 
 

And here are some others from further afield: 



Burdiehouse, Clattering Shaws, The Cone, The Granites, The Lang 
Whang and The Rest and be Thankful. 
 

I’m sure others will be able to add to the list and perhaps able to 
explain the derivations of some of the local ones. It would be 
interesting to hear from you if you can…please let the editor have 
your replies. 
 

 

Kirk Session Matters 
The Kirk Session of Peebles Old Parish Church of 

Scotland met on Wednesday, 13th February 2007. 
Compiled by Fiona Taylor 

 
 

The Health and Safety Officer, Mr Graeme Murray, reported that a 
quotation had been obtained from RoSPA to conduct a Health and Safety 
Review. The Church of Scotland Law Department’s view was that such 
reviews and risk assessments could be carried out by office-bearers 
without specialist knowledge or training. The Kirk Session agreed to the 
commissioning of a RoSPA review and hoped that Eddleston Church 
might be included at no extra cost. There will also be a Health and Safety 
Policy Statement. 
 

The report of the recent Quinquennial Visit was discussed. The report 
made many positive comments as regards both Eddleston and the Old 
Parish Church. For clarification, the provision of access for the disabled, 
which has been the concern of the Kirk Session for more than a decade, 
is to the Church Centre as well as the Sanctuary. 
 

The annual accounts will be presented to the congregation at a meeting 
to be held on 30 March. There will be a soup and sandwich lunch and a 
presentation about our commitment as an Eco-congregation.  The 
Convenor of the Finance Committee, Mr Ronald Ireland, reported on the 
preparation of the 2007 accounts to OSCR standards. Mr Charles Gray CA 
will act as Independent Examiner at either no charge or minimal charge. 
 

The Treasurer, Mr Alan Douglas, suggested that a donation be made to 
the Chest, Heart and Stroke shop in recognition of their help in keeping 
the key used for the daily opening and closing of the Church. 
 

The Convenor of the Fabric Committee, Mr Alasdair MacFarlane, reported 
on recent progress with the audio-visual system. Tenders for the work 
are currently being assessed by the Church of Scotland’s consultant on 
audio-visual matters. 
 

The Convenor of the Pastoral Care and Outreach Committee, Mr Tom 
Mills, reported on suggestions for the use of name badges by duty 
elders, the display of photographs of the Kirk Session and Office-bearers 



on free-standing boards, and the design of an alternative welcoming pew 
card. 
 

Committee Convenors are considering the paper prepared by Mr Andrew 
Russel summarising the results of the questionnaire circulated to the 
congregation during 2007.   
 

The recently-formed Music Group continues to look at various ways of 
developing music within the church, including greater musical and choral 
links with other churches and involving more musicians and 
instrumentalists in church services.  A ‘Songs of Praise’ service will be 
held on the evening of Sunday 1 June.  
 

There was a report from the Convenor of the Youth Committee, Mr Drew 
Lowe, on the second successful youth café event (“Toast”), which 
receives some financial support from the Peebles Council of Churches. 
 

The Presbytery Elder, Mr Roger Trueman, reported that the visit by 
members of the Melrose and Peebles Presbytery to Zomba Presbytery 
will take place from 17 April to 6 May. 
 

The Reverend Rachael Dobie is due to retire from the Upper Tweeddale 
churches on 18 August. Permission to call a minister without restriction 
has been granted and our minister has been appointed Interim 
Moderator. 
 

The High School Easter end-of-term Service will be held on Friday 28 
March at 11.45 am.  
 

A Palm Sunday Service will be held in the Cross Kirk at 9.30 am on 
Sunday 16 March, followed by a procession led by the Silver band to the 
various churches. 

 
 

Every picture tells a story! 
 

One eagle-eyed reader has told us that there is a link between last 
months photographs of Merrie England and the church decorated for a 
wedding in 1904. The gardener who decorated the church was Mr James 
McNeill who was the grandfather of Rowland McGinn…one of the players 
in Merrie England! 
 

 

Please let the magazine editor know!  
 

If you’ve an event happening within the church and would like 

people to know about it? Let the editor know, so it would be a great 
help if articles or intimations for the April magazine be sent in by 
Thursday 27th March to David MacFarlane on 07711 851611 or 
preferably e-mail: D.j.macfarlane@btinternet.com  
 

And please let the Web-master know too!  
 



Often the most effective and immediate way is to put it on the topcop 
website so let Willie know. Willie Nicoll on 01896 833508 or preferably e-
mail: webmaster@topcop.org.uk 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

WARNING 
Janet is thinking 

of having a 
sale… 

…for a week! 
 
 
 
 

In aid of Disabled Access 

30th June – 5th 
July 

 
Stalls will include: books, 
clothes, bric-a-brac, 
unwanted presents, small 



 

Praise & Worship Service at  
St Andrew's Leckie,  

to which all are welcome. 
  

The services are designed to have a contemporary feel, with 
a mixture of well known hymns and some newer praise 

songs.  The services start at 6pm on the 2nd Sunday of each 
month, with tea & coffee served beforehand at 5-30 in the 
church.  We're currently taking as our theme the book of 

Acts and the growth of the early church.  The service is led 
by members of different Peebles congregations - we 

warmly invite you to join us for these services, which we 
are sure you will find enjoyable and stimulating.  

The next service is March 9th.                                                    
Barry Hughes 

 

 
 
 

Bell-tower Craik 
More tea Vicar? 

 

 
Faithful with 

much? 
At a Wednesday 
evening church 
meeting a very 
wealthy man rose 
to give his 
testimony.  
"I'm a millionaire," 
he said, "and I 
attribute it all to 
the rich blessings 
of God in my life. I 
can still remember 
the turning point in 
my faith, like it 
was yesterday:  
I had just earned 
my first dollar and 
I went to a church 
meeting that night. 

This CartoonChurch.com cartoon originally appeared in the Church 
Times and is taken from ‘The Dave Walker Guide to the Church’, 

published by Canterbury Press. 

 



The speaker was a missionary who told about his work. I knew that I only 
had a dollar bill and had to either give it all to God's work or nothing at 
all. So at that moment I decided to give my whole dollar to God. I believe 
that God blessed that decision, and that is why I am a rich man today."  
As he finished it was clear that everyone had been moved by this man's 
story. But, as he took his seat, a little old lady sitting in the same pew 
leaned over and said: "Wonderful story! I dare you to do it again!"  
 
This is Heaven 
 

This 85-year-old couple, having been married almost 60 years, died in a 
car crash. They had been in good health the last 10 years, mainly due to 
her interest in health food and exercise. 
 

When they reached the pearly gates, St. Peter took them to their 
mansion, which was decked out with a beautiful kitchen, master bath suite 
and Jacuzzi.  
 

As they oohed and aahed, the old man asked Peter how much all this was 
going to cost. "It's free," Peter replied. "This 
is Heaven." 
 

Next they went out back to survey the 
championship golf course in the backyard. 
They would have golfing privileges every 
day, and each week the course would 
change to a new one, representing the 
great golf courses on Earth. 
 

The old man asked, "What are the greens 
fees?" 
 

Peter's reply, "This is Heaven -- you play for free." 
 

Next they went to the clubhouse and saw the lavish buffet lunch with the 
cuisines of the world laid out. 
 

"How much to eat?" asked the old man. 
 

"Don't you understand yet? This is Heaven, it's FREE!" Peter replied with 
some exasperation. 
 

"Well, where are the low-fat and low-cholesterol tables?" the old man 
asked timidly. 
 

Peter lectured, "That's the best part -- you can eat as much as you like of 
whatever you like and you never get fat and you never get sick. This is 
Heaven." 
 

With that the old man went into a fit of anger, throwing down his hat and 
stomping on it, and shrieking wildly. 
 

Peter and his wife both tried to calm him down, asking him what was 
wrong. The old man looked at his wife and said, "This is all your fault. If it 



weren't for your blasted bran muffins, I could have been here 10 years 
ago!" 
 

 
Fairtrade has improved the lives of millions of people - farmers, 

workers and their families - in developing countries. But, we need 

to keep promoting Fairtrade to ensure people know that buying 
Fairtrade products can make a positive difference. The TOPCOP 

Fairtrade stall is open in the MacFarlane Hall after services. 
 

 

 

Please recycle this magazine…or pass it on. 
Why keep it to yourself! 

 
 
 
 
 

TOPCOoks 
With Lent ending later this month it is back to the 
sticky buns and bread with a couple of dairy-free 

recipes in response to our earlier request. 

 

Dairy-free lemon sponge. Linda Murray 
  

350g self raising 
3 teaspoons baking powder 
250g vanilla sugar or caster sugar 
with 1.5 teaspoons vanilla extract 
300ml water 
2 tablespoons lemon juice 
grated rind of 1 lemon 
9 tablespoons sunflower oil 
 

To decorate : 
Lemon fudge icing which is  
50g butter/margarine 
2 tablespoons water 
1 tablespoon lemon juice 
1 teaspoon grated lemon rind 
250g icing sugar 
a few drops of vanilla extract 
 

  

Preheat oven to 170C/325F/Gas 3 
Grease 2 8 inch sandwich tines and line the base of 
each with a circle of greased greaseproof paper. 
Sift the flour and baking powder into a bowl.  Add the 
sugar, vanilla (if used), oil and water.  Mix well to a 
batter-like consistency. 
Pour the mixture into the tins and bake for about 40 
mins until the cakes spring back to a light touch to the 
centre. 



Turn on to wire rack and strip off lining paper.  Leave to cool completely.  
Sandwich the cakes together with half the fudge icing and coat the top 
with the rest. 
 

Dairy, Wheat & Egg free Oat Bread. Ruby Buchan 
 

500 gr (1lb Porridge Oats) 
7gr sachet of easy blend instant yeast 
1.1/2 teaspoon salt 
1 tablespoon sugar or 1 dessertspoon fructose 
400 ml (14 fl oz warm water) 
1 tablespoon vegetable oil 
 

Preheat the oven to Gas Mark 4 (180c/350f ) 
Process the oats in a food processor until they are the 
consistency of flour. Put in a bowl with the yeast, salt, sugar, then stir in 
the water and oil. Beat hard by hand or in a mixer or food processor for 
at least 5 minutes. Spoon the mixture into 2 well greased loaf tins. Cover 
and leave in a warm place for 30 minutes, until slightly risen. Bake for 1 
hour then turn the loaves out of the tin and leave to cool on wire rack. 
 

 
 
 

 

CHURCH ORDERS (PEEBLES) 
 

 

READERS 

March 2 Fiona Fleming 1 Samuel 16:1-13 
St John 9:1-17 

    

 9 Sandy Murray Ezekiel 37:1-14 
St John 11:17-44 

    

 16 Lily Swinney Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 
St Matthew 21:1-11 

    

 23 Elizabeth Parker Acts 10:34-43 
St John 20:1-18 

    

 30 Marjory Renton 1 Peter 1:3-9 
St John 20:19-31 

    

April 6 Janet Macdougall Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 
St Luke 24:13-35 

    

 13 Sheena Edgar Psalm 23 
St John 10:1-10 

    

 20 Jim Edgar Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16  
St John 14:1-14 

    

 27 Diana Brown Psalm 66:8-20 
St John 14:15-21 

    

DUTY ELDERS  North South 



March  Sandy Murray Graeme Murray 

  Jimmy Robinson Marjory Renton 
  Diana Brown Norman Kerr 
    

April  Arthur Rae Alastair Cumming 
  Maureen Collier Graeme Coulthard 
    

SHORT ORDERS OF HOLY COMMUNION 

March 24th David Annand 30th Diana  Brown 
Easter Day  Sheena Edgar  Archie Cameron 
  Arthur Rae  Marianne Ewart 
  John Duncan  John Fairless 
    

THE BELLS! THE BELLS! 

March 2nd Roger Trueman 
 9th Joann Mellors 
 16th Margaret Ireland 
 23rd Angus Russel 
 30th Alison Cruickshanks 

 
 

CONGREGATIONAL REGISTER 
 

 

PEEBLES  
DEATH 16th January Mrs Marion Simmons 6 Ferguson Avenue, Peebles 
 

 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES 
 

PEEBLES 
 

 

March    
Sunday 
2nd 

10am 
6pm  

All-age Morning Worship – Mothering Sunday 
Monthly Evening Service  
(Nehemiah 12:27-13:3) 

   

Sunday 
9th 

10am Morning Worship – Fifth Sunday in Lent 
conducted by Malcolm Jefferson 

   

Sunday 
16th 

 9am 
 
10am 

United Worship at the Cross Kirk  
followed by Palm Sunday Procession 
Morning Worship – Palm Sunday 

   

Mon to 
Wed & 
Fri 

10.30am Daily Worship in the North Aisle  
(Thursday 10.30am in St Peter’s) 

   

Thurs 6pm Maundy Thursday Service with Holy 



20th Communion 
   

Friday 
21st 

7.30pm Good Friday Service 

   

Sunday 
23rd 

9am 
 
10am 

Informal Easter Service in Church Garden 
(Breakfast in Hall) 
EASTER DAY Service followed by Holy 
Communion 

   

Sunday 
30th 

10am Morning Service – Second Sunday of Easter 

   

April   
Sunday 
6th 

10am 
 
 
6pm 

Morning Worship – Third Sunday of Easter 
conducted by The Rev Prof Francis  
Dalrymple-Hamilton 
Monthly Evening Service –  
The Rev Prof Francis Dalrymple-Hamilton 

 

OFFERINGS 
 

 

PEEBLES February  
2008 

Year to 
Date  

Last Year to 
Date  

Covenants £2,263.00 £4,808.00 £4,970.00 
FWO £1,028.00 £2,243.00 £1,934.00 
Open Plate £716.00 £1,134.00 £933.00 
Collection Boxes £1.00 £184.00 £306.00 
Total £4,008.00 £8,369.00 £8,143.00 
    

EDDLESTON   
Total Offerings for February 2008  £758.20 
Total Offerings for February 2007  £755.76 
Total Offerings for 2 months 2008  £1,154.60 
Total Offerings for 2 months 2007  £1,065.36 
Surplus/(Deficit)   £89.24 

 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES 
 

EDDLESTON 
 

   

March   
Sunday 2nd 11.45am Morning Worship – Mothering Sunday 
   

Sunday 9th 11.45am All-age Morning Worship 



Fifth Sunday of Lent 
   

Sunday 
16th 

11.45am Morning Worship Palm Sunday with the 
Sacrament of Holy Baptism. Malcolm 
Jefferson. 

   

Sunday 
23th 

8am 
 
11.45am 

Easter Worship in the Meldons 
(Breakfast in Village Hall) 
Easter Day Service with the Junior 
Choir 

   

Sunday 
30th 

6pm Monthly Evening Service 
Second Sunday of Easter 

   

April   
   

Sunday 6th 11.45am Morning Worship Third Sunday of 
Easter conducted by The Rev Prof 
Francis Dalrymple-Hamilton 

   

 

FLOWER CALENDAR 
Convenor: Mrs Maureen Collier 
(724633) 
 
 

 

6 Donors Wedding Flowers 
 Arranger Eileen Williamson 

13 Donors Wedding Flowers 
 Arranger Diana Brown 

20 Donors Mrs Pearson, Ivanhoe Road 
Mrs Isabel Arthur, Provost Melrose Drive 

 Arranger Audrey Annand 

A
p
r
il
 

27 Donors Miss S Murray, Cross Street 

 

2 Donor  
 Arranger Diana Brown 
 Distributor Mrs A Bryce, Whitestone Court 
9 Donors Mr & Mrs T McAndrew, Innerleithen Road 
 Arranger Audrey Annand 
 Distributor Mr T McAndrew, Innerleithen Road 

16 Donor Mrs Agnes McDonald, Whitehaugh Park 
 Arranger Maureen Collier 
 Distributor Maureen Collier 
23  EASTER SUNDAY 
 Donors Mrs V Morton, Dukehaugh 

Mrs McBain, Springwood Road 

M
a
r
c
h
 

 Arranger June Grandison 



Mrs A Cruickshanks, Dukehaugh 
 Arranger Liz Trueman 

 
 

Would you like your own copy each month? 

Help is at hand… just fill in and post this form. 
 

 

To: 
Miss Marianne Ewart, 23 Cuddyside, Peebles EH45 8EN (721964) or 
Mrs Ruby Buchan, 14 Kingsland Square, Peebles EH45 8EZ (721048) 
 

Your name …………………………………………………………………… 
 

Your address………………………………………………………………… 
 

I’m happy to enclose a donation of £….... towards the cost of the 
Magazine, and what a bargain it is too. 
Please make cheques payable to 
“Peebles Old Parish Church of Scotland” 

 
 

Who’s Who At Peebles & Eddleston 
 

Minister:  
The Reverend Calum 

Macdougall 
The Manse, Innerleithen 

Road, Peebles.  
01721 720568  

calum@topcop.org.uk 

  

 

Student Minister:  
Malcolm Jefferson 
Cardrona, Peebles. 
 
jeffersons@tesco.net 

 

Session Clerk:  
Angus Russel  

9 Craigerne Drive, 
Peebles.  

01721 720583 
angus@topcop.org.uk  

 

Session Clerk:  
Sheena Edgar 
11 Millwell Park, 
Innerleithen.   
01896 831685 
sheena@topcop.org.uk 

 

Treasurer:  
Alan Douglas 

3 Edderston Ridge, 
Peebles.  

01721 723038 
  

 

Organist & Choirmaster: 
Andrew Russel 
Glensax, Bonnington Road, 
Peebles.  
01721 721127 
music@topcop.org.uk 

 

Roll Keeper:  
Alison Duncan 

14 Crossburn Farm 
Road, Peebles.  
01721 721033 

 

 

Beadle:  
Edward Knowles 
56 Elliots Park, Peebles. 
01721 722860 



 

Hall-keeper:  
Tess Goodwin 

16 Elcho Street, Peebles.  
01721 720674 

 

 

Eddleston Session Clerk: 
Margaret Love 
11 Old Manse Road, 
Eddleston. 
01721 730263 

 

Eddleston Treasurer: 
Archie Smellie 

Hattonknowe, Eddleston.  
01721 730282 

 

 

Eddleston Organist: 
Lorraine Mulholland 
Millbank, Eddleston.  
01721 730332 

 

 

Eco-congregation & 
Fairtrade Co-

ordinator: 
Diana Brown 

Springhill Road, Peebles. 
01721 720817  

 

 

Church Administrator: 
Marjory MacFarlane 
07791 438759 
01721 722127 
admin@topcop.org.uk 

 

Obviously this isn’t everyone…have look through the 

revised 2008 TOPCOP Directory.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

VALENTINE 
 

                    For God so loVed the world, 
                          That He gAve 
                                His onLy 
                               BegottEn 
                                      SoN 
                                          That whos ever 
                          Believeth In Him 
                              Should Not perish, 
                           But have Everlasting lif e." 

John 3:16  


