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On the first Sunday of Advent the Sunday School 

unveiled their beautiful fall in front of the pulpit 

during the All-age service. 
 



 

Pastoral letter 
January 2008 

 

With each member of our household having succumbed, in 

one way or another, to one of the winter bugs that’s been 

paying its seasonal regards to Peebles in recent weeks, our 

family Christmas and New Year celebrations were a little 
different from usual.  Hogmanay and New Year’s Day in 

particular were so subdued as to have passed almost 

unnoticed, one consequence being that some of the long-
established family New Year traditions were neglected.        
 

One such tradition is the annual ritual of throwing open the 

back door at the stroke of midnight to let the old year out, 

before opening the front door to let the new year in.  It may 
seem to you to be a bit daft but it’s one of those traditions 

that I’ve known all my life and which, since long before my 

time, has been followed by successive generations of my 
family in Argyll. 

 
 

 

Life, after all, is a process of constant growth and change 

and when we lose that sense of momentum we fail to grasp 

the fullness of life which Christ proclaimed  
 

 

However eccentric the practice may appear on the surface, 

the custom of symbolically letting go of the past in order to 

embrace the present and prepare for the future carries a 

considerable measure of wisdom. 
 

The New Year brings countless opportunities in different 

areas of life, both our individual lives and our shared life.  

While we may need to draw on the experience of the past in 

order to make the most of those opportunities, nevertheless, 
if we are to fulfil our potential, we need to do more than 

simply use them to duplicate past experience.  Life, after all, 

is a process of constant growth and change and when we 
lose that sense of momentum we fail to grasp the fullness of 

life which Christ proclaimed he came to bring. So, while we 



learn from our past, we cannot be enslaved to it.  We have 

to let go of what has been in order to embrace what will be. 
 

The ancient ritual of opening the back door to let the old out, 

followed by the opening of the front door to let the new in, 
illustrates, in a very simple way, a need that we all have 

never to be limited by what has been, so that we can be 

open and receptive to the opportunities that are yet to come. 
 

Such thinking is at the heart of faith.  So let us, in faith, look 
forward to all that we shall share in the life of the Church in 

this New Year and whatever has gone before in the many 

centuries of our eventful and often distinguished histories, let 
us determine that 2008 will be the finest period yet for 

Peebles Old and Eddleston.             

 

With love, 
Calum Macdougall. 

 

 

 

Happy New Year 

to all our readers 
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2007 Fundraising report 
A summary of all the events held last year in 

support of the Sound System and Disabled Access 

 

Late in 2006 the ViAViAViAViA group agreed to form a sub-group to look at 

fundraising ideas and activities with no other distractions. Karen Ritchie 
is leader for the ViAViAViAViA “Fundies” and with her organisation they have 

produced an amazing range of fundraising ideas…and put them into 

action. 
 

The activities have ranged from the obvious tried and tested ones such 
as car washing, sales and coffee mornings to those new to TOPCOP like 

party nights, film shows and beauty & cards evenings. Some have been 
more successful than others of course which is to be expected when 

trying out different ideas. For example the four chaps working the car 

wash ended up a stone lighter but with only £112 to show for 5 hours 
constant labour! However the other events were more fruitful as you can 

see in the list below. Many of them may well be repeated and Karen 

always points out that new ideas and helpers will be welcome as many of 
the events require a huge amount of effort to come to fruition.  
  

Fundraising for Sound System 
 

5 Nov 2006 Songs of Praise Retiral Collection £100.00  

14 Dec 2007 Party Night    £265.00 
2 Dec 2006 Mile of Coins    £35.00  

22 Dec 2006 Choir Messiah    £570.00 

20 May 2007 Songs of Praise Retiral Collection £170.00 
2 June 2007  Car Wash    £112.00  

7 June 2007 Choir Concert    £986.00 

  Life Survival Kits          £85.00 
 

The efforts for the Sound System were greatly assisted by two very 

generous donations of £10,000.00 and £5,000.00. With these the 

original target for this initial phase was exceeded and so the following 
events were aimed at the Disabled Access project. 
 

Fundraising for Disabled Access 
 

Janet’s Sale in June raised over    £450.00 

Girls’ Brigade Coffee Evening   £385.00 
The Flower Festival in July raised    £3,367 

 

25 Aug 2007  Bag Packing at Somerfield  £346.30 
21 Sept 2007 Silent Auction    £1724.00 

19 Oct 2007  Beauty & Cards   £350.00 

16 Nov  2007  Quiz Night    £116.00 



02 Dec 2007  Lunch & Film    £210.00 

03 Dec 2007  Donations    £80.00 
 

There is still the contribution of the sale of Flower calendars (over £1100 
so far and with the bulk of the printing costs covered by sponsorship this 

is expected to be substantial) and Christmas Miscellanies (sales have 

exceeded £1,000 so far with expenses of £469) to be included. 
 

There are ideas in the pipeline which didn’t 
find a space to happen in 2007 so watch this 

space for announcements as the fundraising 
for the Disabled Access project may continue 

for some time due to the scale of the task 

before the Disabled Access Group. 
 

Karen and her team would like to take this chance to thank all the 
people who have made very generous offers, donations and gifts 

of hands-on help whose assistance has helped raise over 

£25,000. 
 
 

 

News from the 

organisations 

 

 

 

8th Annual Burns Supper 
 

This favourite event will take place on 
Saturday 26th January 2008 in the 

MacFarlane Hall. Traditional fayre, erudite 

expositions and entertainment are 
guaranteed. Tickets will be £6 available 

soon from Social Committee members 

and the Fairtrade Stall. 

 
 
 

Old Parish Forum 

 

Professor Keith Smith 

University of Edinburgh 

Tackling Global Warming 
Personal Responsibility  

& Public Policy 
 

 

In the 

church 

29th 

January 

 
7.30pm 
 

Ideas and 

practical help 
still needed! 



Nine Lessons & Carols 
 

Those fortunate enough to be present in Peebles Old Parish on the 
evening of December 16th were treated to a “glorious sound of Praise” 

as 110 singers made up of members of Peebles High School Choir, St 

Andrew’s Leckie Singers and our own TOP Choristers and Choir led a 
large congregation in the annual Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols. 
 

 
There were carols both familiar and contemporary in the hour-long 
service. Among them was a swung version of Ding Dong Merrily on High 

adapted by James Letham of Hawick High School and entitled Swing-a-

Ding-Dong, which got the evening off to a great start. Then there was 
an updated version of Go Tell it on the Mountain and finally one of 

Andrew Russel’s famous medleys in the form of his Choral Carol Corral 

which combined many of the traditional carols in one flowing version. It 
told the complete Christmas story using parts of all the other carols and 

was a great penultimate song before the roof was shaken by the choir 
and congregation of around 450, singing out O come all ye faithful, 

topped by ringing descants. 
 

The readings for the day covered the Christmas story and were read by 

members of the congregations and community. 
 

The offering, which was in aid of The Peebles Coal Fund, raised £781.00 

 



TOPCOP Music Group 
 

The Music Group had its second meeting on 10th December. 
Fiona Sinclair was welcomed to the group. The Group 

recapped on the five main goals discussed at the first 

meeting:   
• Develop greater musical and choral links with other 

Churches. 
• Develop the congregation’s involvement in music in services. 

• Involve more musicians and instrumentalists in church services. 

• Expand the choir and choristers’ repertoires leaning principally 
on sacred music, both traditional and modern, and involve a 

broader range of tastes and style. 

• Develop the spread of ages in both choirs. 
 

The Group also discussed a number of ideas that had come forward and 
allocated the first ten of these for research / action:  
 

Idea Issues / Actions Date(s) Owner / 

Researcher 

Jazz Ask Calum if the jazz band he 

knows could play at a service 

January 2008 Andrew 

Taize Introduce more Taize style music 
and songs 

2008 onwards Andrew 

Men only songs, 
women only 

songs and solos 

More variety for greater interest. 
This would also be good for 

Choristers. 

2008 onwards Andrew 

Guitar Andrew to ask Aishling if she could 

lead songs on her guitar 
(amplified) 

March 2008 Andrew / 

Aishling 

Negro Spiritual Introduce more negro spiritual 
music, especially choral 

2008 onwards Roger 

Hymns to 
traditional 

Scottish tunes 

Research appropriate Scottish 
tunes for hymns 

2008 onwards Fiona S 

Percussion Discuss with Chorister leaders For Jan 
Chorister 

leaders’ 
meeting 

Fiona M 

Country and 
Western 

Research appropriate C&W songs 
for choir 

2008 onwards Fiona M 

Choir 
sweatshirts 

Consider alternatives for All Age 
Services. Fiona bringing example of 

unisex top 

January 2008 Fiona M 

Gospel Music Research appropriate Gospel music 

for choir and/or congregation (from 
Sister Act and elsewhere) 

2008 onwards Cathy 

 

Other ideas were discussed which were not at this time actioned: 

Protest style, unaccompanied singing, hymns with leader/responses, 

contemporary hymns, hymns in canon, hymns adapted from classical 
music, psalms only, African music, Beatles songs, Silver Band, 

Orchestra and backing tracks. 



Disabled Access. Film report. 
 

The blinds were drawn, the lights dimmed and the 
film began…and there wasn’t a dry eye in the 
house as it was a right “family weepy”. Over 70 
people, including 15 children, stayed on after the 
All-age service on the first Sunday of Advent to 

enjoy a hearty soup and sandwich lunch followed 
by a screening of “Miracle on 34th Street”. What a 
bargain it was for only £5. Karen Ritchie and her 
team of eager fundraisers provided a warming 
lunch on a cold damp day. The film left us all with 
a warm glow too and there have been many comments asking when 

the next one will be. The event raised £210 towards the Disabled 
Access fund.  
 

Correction 

 

Last month’s magazine stated that Alastair Macdougall 
had graduated from the University of Edinburgh when 
it was, in fact, Queen Margaret University. The editor 
wishes to apologise for any distress caused especially 
to those from Greenock! 
 
 

 

 
 

Administrative intelligence 
 

Notes from Marjory 

 

How is that person doing 
who does Admin?  What 
does she do? 
 

Well, it’s slowly getting off the 

ground.  There is now a 
freshly painted Session House to use as an office.  There is a filing 
cabinet with mostly empty folders. There is talk of a desk, a chair, 
someone even suggested that instead of needing a printer, the photo 
copier can be connected up to do the needful.  (I’m not convinced of 
that!)  I will be there on a Thursday from 10am – Noon.  Tuesday I’m 

usually at the Manse, same hours.    
 

How to contact Marjory 
e-mail: admin@topcop.org.uk 

phone: 722127 

mobile: 07791 438 759 



What is needed now is for people to make use of me, bearing in mind 
that I only work 4 hours a week!  But if you want to book the hall, 

phone or email me.  You want to add an intimation to the Order of 
Service?  Phone or email me.  You have some information that the 
Guild of Friendship or the Elders should know about? Phone or email 
me. 
 

There is much more that I can do which will take time to evolve, but 

with your help, it should all come together and I should be a fount of 
knowledge about Peebles Old Parish Church of Scotland (that’s our 
new title)!  Sadly, advancing years cause memory blips. So just keep 
on at me!  I won’t take offence. 

 
 

The Talking "Peeblesshire News" 
 

The "Talking Peeblesshire News" is an 
ideal way to keep up to date with local 
news if your sight is not what it used to 
be or if you are house-bound and are 

unable to pop out for a copy. Every 
Friday morning, three readers take it in 
turn to record on tape any interesting 
articles and important snippets of 
information; the tape then is rushed to 
one of the voluntary technicians to be 

duplicated; and these copies are then 
organised for distribution. Some of you 
in the congregation already receive a weekly tape but we feel sure 
there are others who would benefit from this FREE service. If 
you would like to take advantage of this scheme, or know of 
someone who would, please contact either Tom Fairbairn, 01721 

720642 or Janette Cameron, 01721 722528. 
 

Margaret Ireland 
 

 
 

 

Revised and updated for 2008 

Church Directory 
Is now out…if you didn’t receive a copy 
with your December magazine please 

ask your magazine distributor for one. 

Who do I speak to 

about that? Who’s 
responsible for this? 

How do I book the 
hall? How do I 

contact the minister? 
When do we 

worship? What’s on 
that might interest 

me? Who’s my elder? 
How do I get to 

church if I don’t driv 

Tom Fairbairn 

recording 



 

 
 

 
 

The earth is the Lords….. 

 
…and we need to take better care of it. The Kirk Session has 

agreed that as a church we should try to improve our “green” 

credentials and work towards becoming an Eco-Congregation.  
Eco Congregation is an ecumenical programme, which supports churches 

in linking environmental issues to their Christian faith and responding 

with action in the church and the community. It was launched in 2001 
and is delivered through a partnership between Keep Scotland Beautiful 

and the Society, Religion and Technology Project of the Church of 

Scotland. Over 160 churches have already become Eco-congregations. 
Before we can register with the Eco-Congregation programme we need to 

assess where we are at the moment and to do this I would like to invite 
anyone who is interested to come to a short meeting on Monday January 

21st. in the “ song school” at the church at 7.30. If you are interested 

but can’t make that meeting, please let me know. 
 

Diana Brown (720817) 

www.ecocongregation.org/scotland 

 

Praise & Worship Service at  

St Andrew's Leckie,  

to which all are welcome. 
  

The services are designed to have a contemporary feel, with a 
mixture of well known hymns and some newer praise songs.  
The services start at 6pm on the 2nd Sunday of each month, 
with tea & coffee served beforehand at 5-30 in the church.  
We're currently taking as our theme the book of Acts and the 
growth of the early church.  The service is led by members of 
different Peebles congregations - we warmly invite you to 
join us for these services, The next service is January 13th.       
Barry Hughes 



 

January Sale...while stocks last! 

Both in aid of Disabled Access 
 

 

What better way to support the Disabled Access project and give 

someone a gift to remember. The Christmas Miscellany and the 
2008 Calendar. 
 

The Calendar features images of 

the amazing floral displays from the 

Flower Festival last summer. It has 
been greatly assisted by the 

photographer and the support 

advertisers whose generosity has 

covered the production and 
printing costs meaning that the 

very reasonable cover price of £5 

goes to help the project. It is the 
first time in recent years that 

we’ve had a church calendar and 

who knows if it sells like hot 
cakes it may become an annual 

feature. 
 

 

The Miscellany is 

another first and is the baby of Fiona 
Taylor, Marjory McFarlane and Anne 

Derrick who have spent many months 

gathering a selection of stories, 
comments, quips and features. Just 

imagine an evening in front of the fire 

enjoying this fine wee book with 
something warming in hand. A 

bargain at only £3 a copy. 
 

Both of these gifts will be on sale after 

the services in January in the MacFarlane Hall, 

from the people named above and on-line at www.topcop.org.uk  
Go on; you know you want one…or preferably several! 
 
 

Now 

reduced to 

£2.50  

Only 
a few 
left 



 

A prayer for the Old Parish New Year 

 

Malcolm Jefferson 
 
 

“I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk 

in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
 

Jesus Christ 
 

Father we praise you for sending us Jesus. 

Thank you that he shines out in the darkness that distorts your 

wonderful creation. 
Thank you that when we meet with your Son, we do not remain 

unchanged, as the darkness in our own lives is illuminated with his love. 
 

Come Light of the world into our community in Peebles this year that 
more and more in your town would come to know your love, power and 

forgiveness. 

Come Lord Jesus into our church community, that we might know your 
Presence and display your beauty. 

Come Light of the world and fill our lives that we might be awakened to 

the needs of others and meet them with your love, compassion and 
power. 

 

“He brought light out of darkness, not out of a lesser light; he can bring 

thy summer out of winter though you have no spring; though in the ways 
of fortune, or understanding, or conscience, you have been benighted till 

now, wintered and frozen, clouded and eclipsed, damped and benumbed, 

smothered and stupefied till now, now God comes to you, not as in the 
dawning of the day, not as in the bud of spring, but as the sun at noon.”   
 

John Donne 
 
 

 
 

 

I am the 

light of 

the 
world 



 

Who we are 
First up for this new series is a member of the choir 

and our own intrepid traveller… 

Elizabeth Parker 
 

What’s your day job? I’m an administrator at Rosslyn Chapel 
 

Got a favourite food? Anything with chocolate…the gooier the 
better! 
 

Got any famous relatives? I should be so lucky. (Your mum was in 
the choir!…ed.) 
 

What’s on the CD player in your car? I haven’t even got a CD 
player in my car (how shocking is that!) 
 

Best career move? Accepting redundancy! 
 

What’s your ambition for TOPCOP? to see it being used as a place 
where the whole community can come, for whatever reason to use it 
and feel very comfortable and welcome. 
 

How would you sell the idea of TOPCOP to your friends? keep 
chipping away by inviting them to social events or special services 
 

Ideal length of sermon? as long as it takes! 
 

What was the last book you read? Series of 3 - A Child Called It, 
The Lost Boy & A Man Called Dave by David Pelzer 
 

Do you have a favorite book/film? The Partner by John Grisham 
 

What’s important to you? My family and being happy. 
 

What is your greatest strength/weakness? My enthusiasm is a 

strength but my patience is a weakness. 
 

What are your other interests? Walking/running (no pain no gain 
especially with favourite food in mind) & horse riding 
 

Got a favourite hymn/anthem? The King of Love my Shepherd is 
 

If you were to write a book, what would it be about? Easy, 
peasy exercise!  
 

Anything else we should know? not that I'm prepared to admit to 

on these pages 
 

Thanks for your bravery Elizabeth and now everyone else can 
see…it really is that straightforward so let’s get the forms 
flowing in!  
 
 



 

Girls’ Brigade  
National Carol Service 
 

Janette Cameron 
 

 

On Saturday 8th December Catriona and myself met 5 girls at the Post 

Office to board the bus for Edinburgh. We were representing the 
Borders Division of Girls’ Brigade at the National Carol Service held in St 

Andrew’s & St George’s church on George Street.  
 

The girls were in high spirits and managed to get the back seat of the 
bus to themselves. We arrived in Edinburgh just over an hour later and 

headed off to find the church. Fortunately we hadn’t far to go as it was 

wet and miserable that day. At the church we were shown where to sit 
and as we were early the girls enjoyed watching other divisions 

arriving. With nearly 250 girls from all over the country, some as far 

away as Aberdeen and Inverness, it was a noisy gathering.  
 

The Brigade National Chaplain led the praise with a piano and guitar 

supplying the music. The Christmas story was told with bible readings 

by girls from various companies and after each one a candle was lit. As 
well as hymns we all knew we had the story of Mary and Joseph told by 

puppets and a very well known hymn signed by one of the companies 

from through the west. It was very enjoyable afternoon meeting with 
girls from all over 

the country and I 
hope this will 

become an annual 

event. Here are 
the thoughts of 

some of the girls 

on the trip.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

The Scotsman:17th August 1889 

Who says a deficit is a new thing! 
 

 
 



 

From our archive 
A few selected blasts from our past! 
 

 
 

January 1958 – 50 years ago. 
 

An “At Home” party was held by the Kirk Session in the Church Hall on 

Wednesday 29th January in order to get to know all of those working for 

the Kirk. Many people involved in the church were giving “ a personal 
service weekly or monthly” such as members of the Guild of Friendship, 

Sunday School Teachers, choir and magazine distributors. 
 

Annual Statistical Return as at 1st January 1958 

Total membership 1702 

Number who communicated during the year 907 

Number of Elders 50 

Number of Baptisms 24 

Membership of the Woman’s Guild 112 

Membership of the Mothers’ Club 48 

Guild of Friendship 15 

Scholars in the Sunday School and Bible Class who are under 15 233 

Staff of Sunday School 29 

Scholars in the Sunday School and Bible Class who are over 15 19 

Boys Brigade 29 

Life Boys 38 

Girl Guides 18 

Brownies 28 

Young Members’ Club 30 
 

January 1968 
 

The Mothers’ Club heard a talk entitled “Know your Joints” given by 

Forsyth Brothers…stab in the dark here but it doesn’t sound like a 

medical talk! 
 

January 1988 
 

The January magazine was late due to the printers’ holidays…now our 

team just don’t get holidays! There was need for an Associate as the 

Minister spoke of having conducting 18 services in four weeks which did 
not “foster freshness”. Andrew Lees wrote from his new charge of Ashton 

in Gourock giving the passing of the sludge boat up and down the Clyde 

as a feature of his new parish. The Centenary Fund work on the organ 
and choirstalls was nearing completion and a dedication was to follow in 

March.  
 



 

Kirk Session Matters 
The Kirk Session of the Old Parish Church of 

Peebles met on Wednesday, 12th December 2007 
Compiled by Fiona Taylor 

 
 

The Kirk Session approved a suggestion from Mrs Diana Brown that 

Peebles Old become an Eco-Congregation. Some 130 churches in 
Scotland are currently involved in the scheme by which participants seek 

to become better stewards of God’s creation.  
 

Changes will be made to the serving of the elements in the main 

celebrations of Holy Communion, to simplify the procedure without 
detracting from the seemliness of the occasion. Mrs Sheena Edgar, Joint 

Session Clerk, outlined systems based on 14 or 16 elders rather than the 

22 currently taking part. This revised procedure will be adopted from the 
January Communion. 
 

The Convenor of the Finance Committee, Mr Ronald Ireland, reviewed 

the financial situation. Increased offerings, and returns from the Gift 
Day, will significantly reduce the deficit.  Gift Aid envelopes will be placed 

in the pews for the use of members and visitors wishing to give offerings 

in the open plate.  The figures in the Kirk Magazine will in future show 
only a comparison with the previous year. 
 

The Convenor of the Fabric Committee, Mr Alasdair MacFarlane, reported 

on the installation of the new handrail at the lectern, and on other 
repairs and maintenance to the church and manse.  Steps are being 

taken to prevent pigeons roosting on the church tower. The Session 

House, which is now being used as an office by the Church Administrator, 
will be redecorated by volunteers.  Lamps have been replaced in the 

floodlights on the former Police Station and on the south side of the 

church. The Council’s responsibility is to be checked as regards the costs 
of maintaining the Police Station lights, as these are classed as street 

lighting. 
 

Two pews at the rear of both the north and south aisles will be removed 
in January, in order to allow Directory boards to be installed. 
 

The Convenor of the Social Committee, Mrs Diana Brown, reported that 

the prices for Friday morning coffee and bacon rolls will remain 

unchanged. The annual Burns Supper will be held on Saturday 26 
January 2008. 
 

Mr Ireland reported on recent difficulties with vehicles unconnected with 

the church being parked on the forecourt. Agreement is to be sought 
with Scottish Borders Council to allow parking only for vehicles of 



persons on church business or, in certain circumstances, with the prior 

approval of church personnel.  
 

There was a report from the Presbytery Elder, Mr Roger Trueman, on a 
future visit to the Presbytery of Zomba, on a continuation of the current 

system of quinquennial visitation, and on the pastoral care of ministers. 
 

The Kirk Session granted permission for the staging of a play by the 

Innerleithen and Traquair Community Theatre in the church on Saturday 
6 September 2008 as part of the Peebles Arts Festival.  
 

Although there is no longer a statutory requirement to hold a 

congregational meeting to approve the accounts, the Kirk Session agreed 
that a meeting be held on 30 March 2008, the format to be considered 

by the Moderator’s Committee. 
 

 

 
 

A Flight of Fancy 
  

Now Peebles Old may say and that truly 

If that the fabric had not been maintained 

And its Convenor in his post remained 
When pigeons all against us furiously 

Rose up in droves, to make of us their prey. 

 
Then certainly they had defiled our ground 

Looked set to roost, for aught that we could deem 

Such was their aim, as we might well esteem 

And as the seasons passed they would not roam 
So had they built their nests, our church their home. 

 

Even as these birds evade the church’s spike 
And are not skewered, much as we would like 

Broke are our nets and thus invaded they 

Into our bell-tower, undeterred by chimes 
They take their flight at inconvenient times. 

 

 

 
                                                Fiona Taylor (inspired by the 

Fabric Convener’s graphic report to Session) 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

A trip to the top 
Our bell ringers head to the top 

Anne Derrick  

 

Who would ever suggest that the bellringers were not an intrepid lot! 

Not content with simply ringing the bells, we were also desperate to 
actually see them! None of us had ever gone above the part of the 

tower where the carillon keyboard is (that’s the same level as the clock 

faces), so an expedition was arranged for a Saturday in November to 
climb up to see the bells and, if feeling brave, onto the very topmost 

storey of the tower. 
 

John Scott was our expert guide and Sheila 

Fisher, Joann Mellors, Fiona Taylor, Roger 
Trueman, John Derrick and Anne Derrick 

assembled, rarin’ to go, at the foot of the 
stairs, clad in old clothes and clutching 

cameras. 
 

Once up at the clockface level, we climbed 

the pretty substantial wooden ladder that 
leads to the trapdoor and the bell chamber 

itself. The sheer size of the bells impresses 

you immediately. A person could easily fit 
under the largest one. The bells take up the 

whole chamber (seen from the outside; that 
is where the slatted windows are) and 

moving around them is difficult. Fortunately 

you can turn off the chimes so that you’re 
not deafened by the noise when in such close 

proximity to the bells themselves. 
 

At this point, decisions had to be made as to 

who wanted to go to the very top. The ladies 
declined, not out of any feeling that climbing 

up a vertical iron ladder then sliding along a 

plank on your tummy and then going through 
a trapdoor was unladylike, but simply 

because a) it was too windy b) it was too 
scary c) common sense suggested it was not 

a good idea since getting stuck up there 

would cause too much of a sensation and although the helicopter rescue 
would have made a good article for the Magazine, it might not be the 

best way of passing the rest of the afternoon ! However, the men made 

it to the top and took plenty of pictures to prove it.  

I’m not sure we got 

the whole story 
here… ed. 



 

It would be good to include more pictures of 

the bells, but it’s difficult to get a really 

good photograph because there so little 
space. The picture here is from our website, 

where there is more information on the 

bells.  
 

Since our trip up the tower was on the same 
afternoon as the Scotland – Italy match, once we got down from the top 

we thought we’d do our bit to cheer on the team, and played a few 
patriotic tunes which we hear were much appreciated by High Street 

shoppers even if the winning goal eluded our national team. Perhaps 

this will make up for the fact that the chimes emanating from the bell 
tower at 3pm were not quite what they should have been!  
 

Finally, it’s interesting to 

record Dr Gunn’s note in his 

‘Book of the Parish Church of 
Peebles’. This was written in 

June 1902 when the country 
awaited the Coronation of 

King Edward VII. The King 

was ill, so the Coronation had 
to be postponed, but, as we 

read below, an improvement 

in his condition meant that 
previously planned events 

went ahead: 
 

“The news as to the King’s condition being favourable on Thursday 
evening last week, the programme of music by the Parish Church Choir 

and the Silver Band was given from the Church tower as originally 

intended, but the effect was, to a great extent, spoiled by the continual 
grinding of a brassy organ on Tweed Green (!) and the toot-tooting of a 

most unmusical horn. The music was heard to much better advantage 

at a distance of two to three miles, where not only the notes but the 
words were easily distinguished and the effect was exceedingly good” 
 

You wonder how on earth they all got up there !  
 

(Note: Does anyone have any memories in their family of this event? If 

so, please let the Editor know. Also, if anyone has any knowledge of any 
descendents of Ernest Maylard, the eminent surgeon and mountaineer 

who donated the bells in memory of his wife, we would like to know. We 

already know quite a bit about the man himself, and this will be 
featured in a later article, but no one seems to know if he had any 

direct descendents still around in the area.)  



Bell-tower Craik 
More tea Vicar? 

 

Make-over mistake 
A woman named Shirley was 

from Beverly Hills. One day, 

she had a heart attack and was 
rushed to hospital. While on 

the operating table, she had a 

near-death experience. She 
saw God and asked, "Is this 

it?" God said, "No, you have 

another 30 to 40 years to live."  
Upon her recovery, she 

decided to stay in the hospital 
and have collagen shots, cheek 

implants, a face lift, liposuction 

and breast augmentation. She even had someone dye her hair. She 
figured since she had another 30 to 40 years, she might as well make 

the most of it. She walked out of the hospital lobby after the last 

operation and was killed by an ambulance speeding up to the hospital. 
She arrived in front of God and said, "I thought you said I had another 

30 to 40 years?" God replied, "Shirley?! I didn't recognize you!" 
 

Thirteen 

A young man was strolling down a street in South London. As he passed 

a large building with a fence around it, he heard a group of people 
chanting “Thirteen, thirteen, thirteen” over and over again. Curious, he 

tried to see over the fence, but couldn’t. Then he spotted a knot in the 
wood and put his eye to the hole. He just managed to spy some old 

people sitting in deckchairs chanting, before a finger came out of 

nowhere and poked him in the eye. As he staggered back, the people 
started chanting “Fourteen, fourteen, fourteen…” 
 

Trouble 

A young husband was in big trouble when he 

forgot his wedding anniversary. His wife told 
him, "Tomorrow there better be something in 

the driveway for me that goes from zero to 200 

in two seconds flat". 
The next morning the wife found a small 

package in the driveway. She opened it and 
found a brand new bathroom scale.  

Her husband will be buried next Friday. 
 
 



TOPCOoks 
Well the cook’s plea for more recipes has met with 
success and here is a timely suggestion of what to 

do with all that left over turkey!  

 

Turkey & Cranberry Curry. Ruby Buchan 
 

12oz cooked turkey 

Large onion 
Clove garlic 

1 level tbsp flour 

1 ½ tbsp curry powder 

2 tbsp tomato puree 
Juice of ½ lemon 

8 oz jar of cranberry sauce 

½ pint water 
½ level tsp salt 

3 whole cloves 

1 bay leaf 
Long grain or basmati rice 
 

Cut the turkey into cubes. Heat the oil in a large frying pan and fry 

onion until golden brown and add crushed garlic and mushrooms. 

Remove from the pan and stir in the flour, curry powder, tomato 
puree, lemon juice and cranberry sauce. Stir, add water gradually 

and add the cloves and bay leaf. Cover pan and simmer for 30 

mins. Stir in the turkey then remove form heat and serve with 

rice. 
 

The TOPCOok has had a request. Does anyone know of a recipe 
for bread which does not involve yeast? 
 
 
 

 

 

Please recycle this magazine…or pass it on. 

Why keep it to yourself! 

 

 

 
 
 



 

CHURCH ORDERS (PEEBLES) 
 

 

READERS 
January 13 Alan Douglas Isaiah 42:1-9 

St Matthew 3:13-17  
    

 20 UNITED SERVICE  
    

 27 Isabelle Coghill Isaiah 9:1-4 
St Matthew 4:12-23 

    

February 3 Pauline Copland Exodus 24:12-18 

St Matthew 17:1-9 
    

 10 GUILDRY SERVICE Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 

St Matthew 4:1-11 
    

 17 Daniel Scott  Genesis 12:1-4a 
St John 3:1-17 

    

 24 Alastair Fleming Exodus 17:1-7 

St John 4:8-30 
    

    

DUTY ELDERS 

  North South 
January  Drew Lowe David Annand 

 Tom McAndrew Douglas Kesting 
    

February  Iain McLeod Ian Moore 
  Willie McVicar Tom Mills 
    

SHORT ORDERS OF HOLY COMMUNION 

February 24th Tom McAndrew  

  Angus Russel  
  Janette Cameron  

  Anne Derrick  
 
 
 
 

 

   

THE CLANGERS 

January 6th Anne Derrick am  
Roger Trueman pm  

 13th Alison Cruickshanks 
 20th Roger Trueman 

 27th Wilma Smith &  

Jeanette Mackison  
    



 

CONGREGATIONAL REGISTER Peebles 
 

Baptism 
23rd December 2007 Eilidh Ferguson, daughter of Helen 
Goldstraw and Colin Philips, Creag an Airidh, Venlaw Farm Road, Peebles. 

Marriage 
15th December 2007 Miss Chantel Davis to Mr Johnathan 
Whelan, now in Wandsworth, London. 
 

 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES 
 

PEEBLES 
 

 

January    
Sunday 

13th 

10am 

 

Morning Worship  

First Sunday after Epiphany 
   

Sunday 
20th 

11am Peebles Council of Churches’ United Service in St 
Andrew’s Leckie Church. 

   

Sunday 

27th 

10am Morning Worship 

Third Sunday after Epiphany  
with the Sacrament of Holy Communion  

   

February   
Sunday 3rd 10am 

 

6pm 

Morning Worship 

Last Sunday after Epiphany 

Monthly Evening Service 
   

 

OFFERINGS 
 

 

PEEBLES December  
2007 

Year to 
Date  

Last Year to 
Date  

Covenants £4,474.00 £39,246.00 £35,460.00 
FWO £1,529.00 £14,669.00 £13,814.00 

Open Plate £1,394.00 £7,544.00 £6,872.00 
Collection Boxes £0.00 £1,180.00 £1,802.00 
Total £7,397.00 £62,639.00 £57,948.00 
    

EDDLESTON   

Total Offerings for December 2007  £1,033.95 
Total Offerings for December 2006  £885.12 
Total Offerings for 12 months 2007  £7,882.68 
Total Offerings for 12 months 2006  £6,975.66 
Surplus/(Deficit)   £907.02 



 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES 
 

EDDLESTON 
 

   

January   
Sunday 

13th 

11.45am Morning Worship  

First Sunday after Epiphany 
   

Sunday 
20th 

11am 
 

6pm 

Peebles Council of Churches’ United 
Service in St Andrew’s Leckie Church. 

Evening Service at Eddleston 
   

Sunday 

27th 

6pm Evening All-age Worship 

Third Sunday after Epiphany 
   

February   
   

Sunday 3rd 11.45am Morning Worship 

Last Sunday after Epiphany 
   

 
 

 

Church Centre Poet 
 

Please keep this wee room tidy 

Please keep this wee room neat 

Don’t leave rubbish on the floor or piled up on the 
seats 

Don’t leave heavy objects propped up where they might fall 

And don’t leave jagged bits of wood piled up against the wall 
 

Broken bits of furniture, won’t fill this room with cheer 

Don’t forget on Sundays, some VIP’s meet here 
They just need space that’s safe and clean 

A place to play with toys 

A tiny piece of this big church, for little girls and boys! 

 
This fine bit of poetry is found in the storage area of the small 

hall. The author is not identified but it bears reproduction here as 

reminder to us all to keep our church tidy 

 
 



 

Please let the magazine editor know! 
 

Got an event happening within the church and would like 
people to know about it? Let the editor know, so it would be a 

great help if articles or intimations for the December magazine be 
sent in by Thursday 28th January to David MacFarlane on 
07711851611 or preferably e-mail: D.j.macfarlane@btinternet.com  
 

And please let the Web-master know too!  
 

Often the most effective and immediate way is to put it on the topcop 
website so let Willie know. Willie Nicoll on 01896 833508 or 

preferably e-mail: webmaster@topcop.org.uk 
 

Articles or contributions for any of the sections in the 
magazine are also welcomed. Humour, recipes, poetry, travel. 
About 300-400 words will fill a page but don’t restrict yourself to just 

one! 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Would you like your own copy each month? 
Well help is at hand… just fill in and post this form! 

 

 

To: 
Miss Marianne Ewart, 23 Cuddyside, Peebles EH45 8EN (721964) or 

Mrs Ruby Buchan, 14 Kingsland Square, Peebles EH45 8EZ (721048) 
 

Your name …………………………………………………………………… 
 

Your address…………………………………………………………… 
 

I’m happy to enclose a donation of £….... towards the cost of the 
Magazine, and what a bargain it is. 

Please make cheques payable to “The Old Parish Church of Peebles” 
 

 



 
 
Older images of Peebles are quite common, here’s one of the bridge with a 

horse and cart and an early car which helps to date it, but there aren’t 
quite so many of Eddleston around so here’s a rare one looking up 

towards the church with another horse and cart. 

 

 
 



 

FLOWER CALENDAR  
Convenor: Mrs Maureen Collier (724633) 
 
  

3 Donor Mr & Mrs Williamson, Caledonian Cottages 

 Arranger June Grandison 
 Distributor Mrs Lamont, Rosetta Road 

10 Donor Rachel Forsyth, Innerleithen Road 

 Arranger Diana Brown 
 Distributor Mrs Love, Kerfield 

17 Donor  
 Arranger Margaret Ireland 

 Distributor Anne Derrick, Edderston Road 

24 Donors Mrs Lamont, Rosetta Road 
Mrs Paton, The Mount 

 Arranger Liz Trueman 

F
e
b
r
u
a
r
y
 

 Distributor Mrs Paton, The Mount 
 

There is a free date on the calendar on 17th February. If you 
have a loved one you would like to remember and would like 
to donate the flowers on this date please contact Maureen. 

 
 

Please have a look at our website 

www.topcop.org.uk 
 

Check out service times, events, what we do and more. 
 

 

 

6 Donor Mrs A Edgar, Northumberland 
 Arranger Margaret Percy-Robb 

 Distributor Liz Trueman 

13 Donor Margaret Ireland, Loaningwood 
 Arranger Audrey Annand 

 Distributor Marianne Ewart, Cuddyside 

20 Donors Mrs Thomson, Kingsmuir Drive 
Mr Forrest, Edderston Ridge 

 Arranger Eileen Williamson 
 Distributor Eileen Williamson 

27 Donors Mrs B Peat, South Park 

Mrs A Goodburn, Innerleithen ROad 
 Arranger Maureen Collier 

J
a
n
u
a
r
y
 

 Distributor Janet Macdougall, The Manse 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Who’s Who At Peebles & Eddleston 
 

 

Minister: The Reverend 
Calum Macdougall 

The Manse, Innerleithen 
Road, Peebles.  
01721 720568  

calum@topcop.org.uk 

 

 

Student Minister:  
Malcolm Jefferson 
Cardrona, Peebles. 
 
jeffersons@tesco.net 

 

Session Clerk:  
Angus Russel  

9 Craigerne Drive, Peebles.  
01721 720583 

angus@topcop.org.uk 

 

 

Session Clerk:  
Sheena Edgar 
11 Millwell Park, 
Innerleithen.   
01896 831685 
sheena@topcop.org.uk 

 

Treasurer:  
Alan Douglas 

3 Edderston Ridge, Peebles.  
01721 723038 

 

Organist & Choirmaster: 
Andrew Russel 
Glensax, Bonnington Road, 
Peebles.  
01721 721127 
music@topcop.org.uk 

 

Roll Keeper:  
Alison Duncan 

14 Crossburn Farm Road, 
Peebles.  

01721 721033 

 

 

Beadle:  
Edward Knowles 
56 Elliots Park, Peebles. 
01721 722860 

 

Hall-keeper:  
Tess Goodwin 

16 Elcho Street, Peebles.  
01721 720674 

 

Eddleston Session Clerk: 
Margaret Love 
11 Old Manse Road, 
Eddleston. 
01721 730263 

 

Eddleston Treasurer: 
Archie Smellie 

Hattonknowe, Eddleston.  
01721 730282 

 

Eddleston Organist: 
Lorraine Mulholland 
Millbank, Eddleston.  
01721 730332 

 

 

Web Editor:  
Willie Nicoll 

Cardrona, Peebles. 
01896 833508 

webmaster@topcop.org.uk 

 

Magazine Editor: 
David MacFarlane 
6 Glen Crescent 
Peebles 
01721 723344 
magazine@topcop.org.uk 

 

Obviously this isn’t everyone…have look through the 

revised 2008 TOPCOP Directory.  
 



 

 
 Hey the Gift 

 

Hey the Gift, ho the Gift, 
Hey the Gift on the living. 
 

The fair Mary went upon her knee, 
It was the king of Glory who was 
on her breast. 
 

To tell to us that Christ is born, 
The King of kings of the land of 
salvation. 
 

I see the hills, I see the strand, 
I see the host upon the wing. 

 

I see angels on clouds, 
Coming with speech and 
friendship to us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Christ in the Innerleithen Road” 

Roland J Portchmouth 

Text from the Carmina Gadelica 

 


