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Found on eBay recently…can anyone put a date on it? 



 

 

Pastoral letter 
May 2007 

 

When the Scottish Parliament convened eight years ago, for the first 

time since the Union of the Parliaments in 1707, there were high 
hopes that the ethos at Holyrood would be different from that of 

Westminster.  Many people were optimistic that there would be a 

more consensual approach, that debates would be conducted in a less 
confrontational manner, that the politicians would be more accessible 

to the public, and that the Parliament might draw its members not 

only from the political parties but from people of experience from the 

whole spectrum of Scottish life, from the arts to industry, from 
entertainment to academia.   

 

Sadly, there have been few signs of such hopes having been realised 
and with the third election to the Parliament having just taken place 

maybe some people feel that those are forlorn hopes.  

 
It may be, however, that an electorate gets the 

political leadership it deserves.  Each time there 

is an election of any kind we hear a great deal 

about the apathy of the electorate, with 
percentage turnouts often depressingly low.  If it 

is the responsibility of the politicians to govern 

then, equally, it is the responsibility of the 
voters to vote.  Do we really have the right to 

complain if we don’t keep our side of the 

bargain?  Similarly, can we expect a more co-
operative approach at Holyrood if we remain so 

entrenched in our own political opinions or prejudices that we are 

unable or unwilling to listen to, or to consider alternative approaches?  

Can we really object to the taunting and name-calling we hear in the 
Holyrood debating chamber if our own ears and minds are closed to 

views other than our own? 

 

Do we, the 

Church, 

the Body 
of Christ, 

listen to 

what God 

needs and 

wants of 
us?   



 

Eight years on, we may feel that the Scottish Parliament has still to 

fulfil its potential but rather than focus on the shortcomings let us 

wish our newly-elected MSPs well as they settle in to the work of the 
Parliament and let us trust that more of the potential will be achieved 

as the Parliament matures.  More than that let us pray that. 

throughout their time as MSPs, the newly-elected members will be 
motivated primarily by a shared and eager desire to serve the people 

of Scotland, rather than by party dogma.    

 
In his teaching, Jesus often used to say: “If you have ears to hear, 

then hear.”   Politicians are often accused of not listening, but do the 

rest of us listen?  Do we, the Church, the Body of Christ, listen to 

what God needs and wants of us?  Do we listen to the needs of the 
poor and disadvantaged for whom Jesus was always passionately 

concerned?  Do we listen to the demands of our faith and rise to the 

responsibilities it places upon us?  And as Holyrood prepares to get 
back to work, do we make sure that the voice of Christian concern 

and responsibility is heard by our legislators?  Such obligations fall 

upon all of us. 

 
With love 

 

Calum Macdougall.    

    
 

If you still have the questionnaire included in last 

month’s magazine and haven’t filled it in yet or returned 
it yet we’d really appreciate it if you could take the time. It's 
really important that you take a few minutes to fill it in so 
that the Church understands how you feel about it. It won't 
take long, it's not complicated, and the results will be much 

more valuable when lots of people respond. When you've completed it, 
you can either return it to the person who delivered it to you, or put it in 
the box in the church vestibule, or send it to the address shown on the 
questionnaire itself. If you didn't receive one, or there’s more than one 
person in your household who’d like to complete one, ask your elder or 
collect one from the vestibule or contact Andrew Russel on 01721 

721127 and he’ll be happy to post one to you..  
 

Go on - have your say!  
  



 

 

The Finance Committee 

How much do you value  

our church? 
 

Following on from their presentation after the service on Sunday 25th 
March, this article captures the main points raised and offers a financial 
vision and shares a major new project for TOPCOP. 
 

How much do you value our church? 
 

First of all a sincere word of thanks is due to all who have generously 
contributed over the past years and who continue with their generosity 

at the present time. Without those good folk, the Peebles Old would just 
not survive. 
 

However, in spite of that generosity, our current financial situation is not 
good and we do have a serious problem. 
 

The accounts for the year ended 31st December 2006 make this all too 
clear. They show a deficit for that year of £13835. This follows a smaller 
but albeit serious deficit for the previous year of £1902 and there is the 
prospect of a deficit this year which could be as high as £20,000, unless 
steps are taken to improve and hopefully rectify this situation. 
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How has this come about? It is a fairly straight forward matter of our 
costs having increased, as they always do, while at the same time our 
income has not increased to keep pace. Looking at the graph of the 



 

years 2001 to 2006, income (the darker left-hand line) did rise in the 
three years up to  2003, but has declined since then, while expenditure 

(the lighter right-hand line) has risen steadily. There is now a very large 
gap, which is likely to become larger if action is not taken. 
 

If the years 2005 and 2006 are compared, income declined by £1417. 
Although offerings were up by £885, there was a fall in other income in 
spite of the fact that last December we had a coffee morning which 

raised about £ 1100. There was a drop in wedding and funeral fees. This 
is something which is beyond our control, but the other big reduction 
was in Investment Income for reasons that will follow. 
 

As far as expenditure is concerned the increases are across the board, as 

the next graph shows. The left hand column in each group is 2005 and 
the middle column 2006, while the right hand column shows what the 
costs would have been if they had stayed in line with inflation of 3%. The 
costs of National Ministry and Mission and Wider Work of the Church 
were substantially above inflation, as were Heating and Lighting and 
Repairs and Maintenance 

Expenditure Comparison 2005 and 2006
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So there is an urgent need to try to balance the books on an 
annual basis. 
 

How can we do this? The easy way would be just to carry on as at 
present. After all we could just make good the shortfall by raiding our 
reserves, which are substantial, people often say “why can’t we dip into 

the reserves, which are around £137,000 on paper, Why do we need to 
hold onto this money?”  
 



 

There are a number of reasons why we do! Firstly, we are already 
depleting them rapidly.  Over the past two years we have taken 

£15,800 out of reserves to make up the deficit. We have also withdrawn 
£37226 to cover major repairs and improvements to the fabric (includes 
floodlights, organ, the roof and tower). That is a total of £53026. 
Fortunately this has been offset to some extent by the big rise in Stock 
market values over the last few years, but we cannot expect that to 
continue and furthermore if another crash came as it did only a few 

years ago, that situation could become very different.  
 

Two further points. First, those investments provide 
us with annual income, currently around £5000. We 
use that income to pay for the basic maintenance of 
our buildings. If we did not have it, then we would 

have to find that amount from the membership. . So 
instead of a deficit of £14,000 we would be looking at 
a deficit of £19,000. Because of our need to cover 
the deficits mentioned above by cashing 
investments, the income has fallen by about £1500 
in the last two years. 
 

Secondly, the largest part of those investments came 
in the form of legacies which were given specifically for the maintenance 
of the fabric of the church. So if we plundered those funds we would be 
going against the wishes of those people so generously donated the 

money in the first place. 
 

The reserves have been built up from the generosity of a number of 
people over the years. Those generous donors were making a significant 
statement about their faith in the future of the Old Parish Church. It 

surely could not be right for us to say we will rely on the generosity of 
the past, so that the burden on us is less today. 
 

So how are we going to address the problem which we face 
today.  
 

Balancing the books is only the first step. If the Old Parish Church is 
going to survive and prosper and progress, there are things that we will 
have to do in order to make the church and the Centre accessible to all. 

Principal among these is will need to find a means of providing disabled 
access. From a practical point of view this is something which can be 
done, but the cost will be very high. To achieve it will require a major 
financial effort from the congregation and the community. 
 

So with this in mind are we really asking too much? 



 

 

We need to raise the income of the church on a regular basis by 

something of the order of £20,000 – £25,000 per annum and to 
achieve a new main access to the church will cost several times that 
amount. Maybe it is all too much to even think about? We could just let 
things slide and let future generations sort it out – or close the church 
down! 
 

The question is how much do you value our church? 
 

The problem is not a new one. We have been here before! In the past we 
have managed to turn things around by everyone pulling together. 
 

Let us look at ways in which we might raise Givings 
 

Every member of the congregation should think about their own 

giving, whether it is really enough and whether it could be increased 
immediately. 
 

Three questions which might help us to measure our generosity : 
 

o How does our offering to God for the work of the Church 
compare with what we spend on other things? 

 

o Is our offering to God a priority in our domestic budget? 
 

o What proportion of our income is our offering to God? 
 

And something to ponder 
 

o Priority and generosity are often closely linked. 
 

o Where our giving is a priority generosity may well follow. 
 

o Those with the deepest faith and the 
greatest commitment will always be 

the most generous in their giving. 
 
How much do you value our church? 

 

The question is often asked How Much Should I 

Give? There is no simple answer, but for some 
time past the Church of Scotland has suggested 
that 3% of disposable income would be a reasonable yard stick.  
 

What else can we do now? 
 

In addition to the direct appeal set put above, to reconsider your giving  
 

1.  We  ask those who do not give now to give in the future. 
 

…with this 

in mind 

are we 

really 

asking too 

much? 



 

2.  We ask as many of you as possible to give through Deeds of 
Covenant or Gift Aid. This can be done by envelope, direct donation or by 

Standing Order if you prefer. 
 

3.  We are initiating special fund raising. During the current year there 
will be a Gift Day, when everyone coming to church will be invited to 
make a special monetary gift on that day in addition to the normal 
offering. This will probably on a Sunday in early autumn and will be well 

publicised in advance. 
 

5.  There will be a Talent Scheme. This is something which was very 
successful in the past. Each member of the congregation will be given a 
sum of money and asked to multiply it by any means 

they can think of. This might be by holding events, 
possibly with a group of friends getting together for 
this purpose. It might be by making and selling things 
or simply making a donation. Anything is possible as 
long as it raises money for the scheme and this 
should be an interesting and hopefully fulfilling 

challenge to members.  As this will take some time to 
organise it will probably start during the summer and 
again there will be ample advance publicity. 
 

Future Projects 
 

You will already be aware from the Magazine of the 
ViA Committee’s plans for the provision of a better 
sound system and also a permanent arrangement for 

Power Point projection in the church. These have still 
to be costed and there is the possibility of part of the 
cost being met from a gift or gifts, but perhaps 
£10,000 will have to be found to meet the balance. This will be the 
responsibility of the ViA committee through their fund raising activities. 
They have already raised £900 and they plan to have a number of fund 

raising events to take them towards their target. 
 

The most important project is the provision of disabled access. 
 

Over a considerable period of  time we have had experts looking at this 
and it is a problem with no easy solution and those who think that we 
have been slow in seeking a solution should be aware that it is probably 
one of the most difficult problems that we have ever faced, both from a 
practical and financial point of view. 
 



 

The Old Parish Church is without doubt the most prominent and 
architecturally important buildings in Peebles, not only on its own 

account but as part of the architectural townscape of the High Street. 
Any intrusion has therefore to be undertaken with extreme sensitivity.  
 

We now have a proposal from a firm of Architects who are acknowledged 
as being one of the foremost in the country in dealing with Historic 
buildings. This is going to be expensive. Possibly of the order of 

£200,000. We have looked at cheaper options such as mechanical lifts 
but none of these would be cheap and for a variety of reasons they 
would not be satisfactory. The Kirk Session has now decided the proposal 
should be progressed to the point of preparing detailed plans and 
obtaining probable costs. Once the plans and costs are available there 
will be a full presentation to the congregation to launch an appeal for 

funds and to explain  how the necessary funds might be raised. 

 

This is an exciting project and one in which we would seek to have 
the support of the whole town as it is something which could be a major 
enhancement of it. In each of the last two centuries our ancestors dug 

deep into their pockets to provide a church building and environment for 
the benefit of the following generations including our own. First there 
was the building of the present church in 1884 to replace the church built 
100 years earlier. Near the beginning of last century the present steps 
were constructed and have served well since then although now no 
longer “fit for purpose”. 
 



 

The challenge to us is to provide something equally significant for the 
future.  
 

We are firmly of the belief that if we embark on this project and set out 
to resolve our current financial difficulties, with the right will and spirit 
we will surely demonstrate our faith and commitment in a way which will 
have a most powerful impact, both now and in the future. 
 

At the end of the day it all depends upon how much you value our 
church! The hope must be that you value it sufficiently to support all the 
ideas and ventures which will be necessary to achieve success.   
 

     Ronald Ireland, Finance Convener 

 
 

Upgrading the sound system 
May is a big month for this project 
 

 

Your Songs of Praise Service, Sunday 20th May: A repeat of this 
popular event first held in November where we enjoy a service consisting 

purely of the hymns and songs you choose. 

There’s a nomination forms in this magazine and 
in the vestibule in the weeks leading up to the 
service. If you ever find yourself asking for more 
singing or just want to enjoy an old favourite 
song again get nominating and make this service 
your own. A retiring collection in aid of the 

sound system refurbishment will be made. 
 

Auction Night: Due to one or two hold-ups this 
event has now been re-scheduled for September 
this year  

 
Jumble Sale Saturday 16th June: Janet Macdougall is planning a good 
old fashioned Jumble sale so if you’re about your spring cleaning or have 
just had a tidy out don’t throw it away. If you have items of interest and 
can’t get them to us let Janet know and we can (within reason!) offer 
transport and storage. The advert is down below. 

Car Wash, Saturday 2nd June: By kind permission of The Park Hotel 
Peebles we’re able to offer a car wash in their car park aid of our fund 
which will operate between 10am and 12.30pm on Saturday June 2nd. A 
donation of at least £4 is suggested for this service. 
 

Our target 

£12000 
raised so 

far: 

£900 



 

Silent Auction Night 
Now to be re-scheduled for 

September this year so 

watch this space. We’ve 
already had some amazing 

lots donated and remember 

the ticket includes a meal, 

glass of wine and 
entertainment at the 

reduced price of £10. 

 

 

 Jumble Sale 
 

Of second-hand clothes, 
books, toys and bric-a-brac 

 

In the MacFarlane Hall 

Saturday 16th June 

2 ‘till 4pm 
 

Contact Janet Macdougall on 

720568 for more details 
 

 
 
 

 

Donation 

£4 
Suggested 

Sound System Refurbishment 

CAR WASH 
Park Hotel Car Park 

Saturday 2nd June 

10-12.30pm 
 

                Your Songs of Praise 



 

    

Sunday 20th May at 6pmSunday 20th May at 6pmSunday 20th May at 6pmSunday 20th May at 6pm    
In The Old Parish ChurchIn The Old Parish ChurchIn The Old Parish ChurchIn The Old Parish Church    

    

Our first Songs of Praise service in November last year 

was a success and we’re giving it another go due to the 

many requests received since then. It’s been more 

accurately re-titled “Your Songs of Praise” as that’s 

exactly what it is…your chance to request your favourite 

hymn or song  that you might not have sung in church 

for a long time. 

 All the hymns that evening will 

be chosen by you, so whether 

your choice is one of the old 

traditional favourites or a 

contemporary worship song you can nominate it to be 

sung that evening.    

Simply put the first line and source (CH3, CH4, Common 

Ground, Songs of God’s People etc.) on to the tear-off 

slip at the foot of this page and put it in the box 

provided in the vestibule. Then make sure you come to 

church in good voice on Sunday 20th May at 6pm and 

sing your heart out.  Bring your friends with you too so 

that our praise fills the church.  And remember, the 

more requests we receive the better so get yours in as 

soon as possible.    

Your favourite hymn  

First line  

Source if you know it  

Reason for your choice 
 

Your name  

Request your Request your Request your Request your 

favourite favourite favourite favourite 

hymn or songhymn or songhymn or songhymn or song    



 

 

News from the 

organisations 
 

 

PARISH TODDLERS 

Due to the ongoing building work in the Church 

Centre and subsequent disruption in the 
MacFarlane Hall, our proposed restart date will 

now be Tuesday May 15th. 

We apologise for any inconvenience this will 

cause but feel the safety of the children is our 
main concern. 

Please contact Elspeth or Val for any further 

updates. 
 

 

STUDY GROUP 
 

A new series of five meetings of a Study Group will begin on Tuesday 1st 

May at 7.30pm in the manse.  The topic will be PROPHECY and the 
studies will be led by Professor Francis Dalrymple-Hamilton, recently 
retired Professor of Old Testament at the University of Southampton.  
Everyone who would like to attend any or all of the meetings will be made 
very welcome. 
 

 

 

The children of the Sunday School would like to say a big 
thank you to Janet Macdougall for making them a wonderful 

surprise of Easter Treats 

 

THANK YOU JANET! 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

TRANSPORT TO CHURCH 
 

If you require transport either to or from church, please  

Call Tom McAndrew Tel: 720078 
 



 

 

The third in a series about our committees & groups 

The Guild of Friendship 
Who are they and what do they do. 

 
 

The Guild of Friendship was formed over 50 years ago by Mrs. Mary 
Hamilton.  It is a visiting service for members of the congregation who 
are unable to attend church, are housebound, ill or live alone. 

These people are entitled to have news of the church and for members in 
hospital or nursing homes it is great importance. 
Frequency of visits depends on the visitor and member.  Some like many 
visits a year and some few.  Whatever is discussed on these visits is 
confidential. 
We rely on members of the congregation to inform us if they know of 

anyone who would like a visitor, anyone who is ill or has been bereaved. 
At present there are 36 members who visit 76 people of the 
congregation, occasionally taking flowers and taking Christmas gifts.  We 
also hold a yearly tea party for them.  We have one fund raising event a 
year which is a coffee morning. 
If you are interested in becoming a member or know of some who would 

like a visit 
please contact 
Marjorie 
Gregory  

on 723266. 
 

Shown in the 

picture are 
from L to R: 

Rachael 

Forsyth, 
Elspeth 

Knowles, 

Marjorie Gregory, Arthur and Ella Rae and Betty Peat (Anne Bryce is missing 
from the photograph) 
 

In last month’s article on the Social Committee the photo caption stated that 

Elizabeth Parker and Brian Hill were missing. It should be pointed out that 
they were only missing from the photograph and that the search party 

should now be stood down! 
 



 

500 Years 500 Years 500 Years 500 Years     

of the Eddleston Bellof the Eddleston Bellof the Eddleston Bellof the Eddleston Bell 

 500 years of ringing out500 years of ringing out500 years of ringing out500 years of ringing outreachreachreachreach 
 

The sun shone throughout the first celebrations to mark the 
quincentenary on the weekend of the 14th April and the weekend got 

underway when Joanne Robson, who works as an art student at the 
Primary School, led a workshop for local children. Fifteen attended and 

had a whale of a time as they indulged in a variety of craft activities. 

Joanne was thrilled with the youngsters’ enthusiasm, “the kids let their 
imaginations run wild and I couldn’t have imagined most of the 

creations they came up with”. 
 

In the afternoon 

it was the turn of 
a group of local 

ladies to put their 
considerable 

talent to use in a 

flower festival in 
the church. The 

arrangements were stunning and many were 

moved by the skill and artistry on display. 
 

So on a beautiful evening the residents of 

Eddleston turned out in force to walk in 
procession from the primary school, along the 

main road and up to the church, behind the 

Peebles Burgh Silver Band. Once at the church 
the band played a programme of favourites to 

round off a perfect day. In the audience was 
the Moderator of the General Assembly of the 

Church of Scotland The Right Reverend Alan 



 

McDonald. He was very taken with the occasion and commented “I’ve 

never walked behind a Silver Band before, the band were in great form 
and I must say I found the whole thing quite thrilling”. 
 

On Sunday morning the Moderator preached the sermon at a special 

service of celebration in which the Organist, Lorraine Mulholland played 

a beautiful voluntary which she had written specially for the occasion. 
Mr McDonald told a full church how delighted he was to be taking part in 

the weekend of celebrations and that it was quite a thought to realize 

that the Eddleston Bell had summoned many generations of local people 
to worship. “who knows,” he said, “who it might encourage to come to 

Church in the future?” He then dedicated a bronze Communion Cup, 
designed and made by Beltane Studios in Peebles, the top part of which 

is a replica of the Eddleston Bell. 

 

 

Before the Moderator joined villagers and invited guests for a buffet 
lunch in the school, where he cut a celebration cake made by Janet 

Macdougall, he unveiled a commemorative plaque designed by Jeremy 
Cunningham. 
 

Commemorative CD’s, T-Shirts and Mugs are available now from 

Eddleston Church and a booklet with more detailed information on the 

celebrations, the bell and Eddleston Church will shortly be available. 
 

The Sunday morning service also witnessed the first use of a new hymn 

Picture left 

shows, L to R,  
Calum 

Macdougall 

with Margaret 
Love (Session 

Clerk), 

Lorraine 
Mulholland 

(Organist) and 

Alan McDonald 
(Moderator of 

the General 
Assembly of 

the Church of 

Scotland). 

 



 

written by Calum for the event. 
 

LOUDLY AND PROUDLY TOLLS THE EDDLESTON BELL 
 

Sunday by Sunday, hear the bell’s call: 

“God’s house is open. Welcome all!” 
Come young and old, come worship the Lord! 

Come sing his praise and hear his Word! 
 

Over the kirk, the bell stands high, 
telling the hour of worship’s nigh. 

Here, present your life to God. 

Place hope in the living Word. 
 

Here, where our flocks have grazed through the years, 
Families shared their joys and fears; 

village and parish life abounds 
and in God’s kirk his praise resounds. 

 

Come, young and old, come worship the Lord! 

Come, sing his praise in sweet accord! 

O’er village rooftops rings the call, 
hear the summons one and all. 

 

Calum Macdougall 
 

It is sung to the tune:Old Clarendonian which can be found in CH4 (416)   
 

                                                                                500 years of ringing out500 years of ringing out500 years of ringing out500 years of ringing outreachreachreachreach    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Festival of Flowers 
“For the Beauty of the Earth” 

 
            In Peebles Old 

Friday 27th to Monday 30th July 

        Open 10am till 6pm 

           (Sunday 2-6pm) 

 

In aid of the disabled access fund 
 
 



 

 

Christian Aid Week in Peebles 

13-19 May 2007 
 

During Christian Aid Week 2006 we raised over £12,000 in 
Peebles, which helped people like Chus (pictured) from El 

Salvador in Central America make a living for his family 
and protect his home and livelihood from natural disasters. 
 

We need your help this year to make Christian Aid Week 

2007 an even bigger success.  As well as the House to 
House collections (contact Sue Isherwood 721252) there are lots of other 
events on during the week.  Come and support them, perhaps trying something 

new like aerobics or the sponsored walk, buying something at the market stall 
and plant stall or enjoying tea, coffee, home baking and ‘High Jinks’ in the 
Leckie Memorial Church and grounds on Saturday 19th May.   
 

Christian Aid information will be displayed in St Peter’s Church during the week, 
giving you an opportunity to pop in and find out more about Christian Aid 
projects as well as a quiet space for prayer and reflection. 
 

For more information, contact the event organisers listed or Graeme and Emma 
Herd (Peebles Christian Aid Committee joint secretary) on 01721 724593. 

Wednesday 9 May – 7.30pm 

Christian Aid Prayer Meeting, Leckie Memorial Church Session Room 
 

Thursday 10 May – from 10am 

Christian Aid Market Stall - home baking and produce 
(Contact Sue Isherwood 721252) 

 

Saturday 12 May – 10am-12 noon 

Traidcraft Drop In, Leckie Memorial Church Bakehall 
(Contact Jean McAuslin 722329) 

 

Sunday 13 May – 6pm 

Joint Christian Aid Service, Leckie Memorial Church 
(Contact Leckie Memorial Church Office 723121) 

 

Tuesday 15 May – 7.30pm 

Scottish Country Dance, McFarlane Hall, Old Parish Church 
(Contact Mary McIntyre 722278) 

 

Thursday 17 May – 9am to 6pm  Packing Groceries at Sainsbury’s  
Friday 18 May – 9am to 6pm  Packing Groceries at Somerfield  



 

Saturday 20 May – 10am to 4pm  Packing Groceries at Somerfield  
(Contact Karen Ritchie 01896 833108) 

 

Saturday 20 May 
9.30am – 12 noon, Plant Stall, Leckie Memorial Church Grounds 

(Contact Ian Dumper 721132) 
 

10am – 4pm, Open Day (teas and coffees) in Leckie Memorial Church 
(Contact Margaret Brown 720603) 

 

10am, Sponsored Walk departs Leckie Memorial Church Grounds 
(Contact Perry Burgess 721905) 

 

10am – 4pm, High Jinks Day in Leckie Memorial Church Grounds and Bakehall  
(Contact Ruth Isherwood 720967 or donate toys & books to 

 Fiona MacFarlane, 724024, before the 16th) 
 

Bouncy Castle 10am – 4pm  Face Painting 10am – 4pm 
Toy Stall 10am – 12 noon  Helium Balloons – 11.30am – 4pm Diablo 
Demonstration 12– 1pm Trash Band  1pm – 2pm 

T.O.P  Choristers 2.45 – 3.15pm Craft Stall  2.35 – 4pm 
 

MAX MARSHALL – MAGICIAN – Drop in Workshops 1pm – 4pm 
and MAGIC SHOW in BAKEHALL 2pm – 2.35pm, £1 per person 

 

Time TBC  Aerobics Session, Gytes Leisure Centre  
(Contact Sarah Morrison 729939) 

All proceeds/profits will go to 

Christian Aid 
UK charity number 1105851  
Company number 5171525 

Republic of Ireland charity number 

CHY 6998 

 

Guild of Friendship 
Coffee Morning 

 

Saturday 5th May 10am ‘till noon 

MacFarlane Hall 
 

Entrance £1 including Home Baking! 
 

 



 

 

My 6 months at TOPCOP  

By Barry Hughes 
Candidate for the readership  
 

I've now finished my 6-month placement at The Old Parish and I have to say 

it's been a great experience.  Having had almost no experience of leading 
worship prior to last October, the placement has given me the chance to 

experience all aspects of Sunday morning worship from the front of the 
church rather than from the pews! 
  

The 6-month placement is called a 'field assessment' and now that it is over, 

a review takes place (attended by Calum, a representative from Presbytery 

and Church of Scotland staff from 121 George St) - the review decides if I 
am to proceed to the next stage.  I'd originally aimed for Readership, which 

would entail 3 years of part-time study, but after the review - and depending 
on its outcome! - I'll consider other options within the broader field of 

ministry. 
 

I’ve especially enjoyed working with the children – the children are the 

future of our church and it’s always important first and foremost that they 
enjoy themselves.  It’s been great to see the range of activities, songs and 

stories the children are involved in, and the activity corner which is used at 

all-age services is a particularly good idea; the children are able to play a 
full part in the service without having to leave the church building at any 

point.  During my placement I’ve also been invited into Halyrude School to 
talk to the children about Jesus – which was a great experience. 
 

It’s been great to get so much feedback from the congregation during the 

last 6 months – some of it has come in places such as Sainsbury’s or in 

the High St, but wherever it’s been received it’s been useful!  I hope I’ve 
managed to take the feedback on board as the 6 months have progressed. 
 

And a particular thanks to Calum for his support and advice over the last few 

months – it’s been very beneficial and much appreciated.   
 

So what next? Well, much as I’ve enjoyed the placement it will, of course, 

be nice to rejoin my family each Sunday morning! There’s a decision to be 

made as to what to do next – but the main thing is to ensure that, whatever 
we all do, we are doing it for The Lord. Whether a full-time minister or a 

church member, we’re all called to serve Him – and there is no greater 

calling than this. 
God bless.                                                                                   Barry 
 



 

 

From our archive 
 

 
 

50 years ago: May 1957 
The stage in the old church hall was being re-built and the costs were to be 

covered by the proceeds of the 1956 and 57 concerts. One of the elders 
donated a piano “of concert quality” and Mr Whitelaw the Organist and 

Choirmaster agreed it should become the new choir piano and was placed in 

the Song School (wonder if it’s the one that’s there today?). The Choir 
outing was to be to Loch Lomond and the Trossachs. (Does anyone 

remember it?) 

The Seat-Letting Committee were “to be in attendance” in the Song School 
each evening one week to “receive payment of seat rents and to allocate 

sittings in Church”. The Guild outing was to Dumfries. The Parish Register 

this month recorded  17 new members!  
 

30 years ago: May 1977 
There was a special service on May 1st to celebrate the Silver Jubilee of 

Queen Elizabeth at which a combined choir conducted by Iain Cruickshanks 
sang music used at different coronations including Zadok the Priest by 

Handel, O Taste and See by Williams, Let they Hand be Strengthened by 

Handel and Stanford’s Gloria. 
The Sunday school were off for the whole month due to local and school 

holidays 
 

20 years ago: May 1987 
The Holy Week/Easter appeal raised £1,776.99 
The Sunday Group had an overnight outing to Aviemore and the report in 

the magazine commented that “The senior Chaplain on the trip is 

remarkably agile for his years!” (Could this have been Andrew Lees?). It was 
also revealed that Carole Lees couldn’t skate and that Tom Fairbairn 

discovered a miscount when one member of the team was left behind in 
Aviemore! 

Herrick Bunney and the choir of of St Giles Cathedral gave a recital on 

May10th. 
The Sunday School outing was to North Berwick. 

And there were still some unsold Centenary mugs available! 
 

The editor has been privileged to have had access to past editions of the 

magazine. It’s amazing the names that crop up 50 years ago that are still 
involved and it appears that the problems and joys we have are not the sole 

preserve of today.   
 



 

TOPCOoks 
Well the recipes are flowing in now. This month we 

enjoy a pudding and lemon curd.  

 
 

URNY PUDDING (Anne Derrick) 
 

This recipe has been in our family for at least three 
generations. It is easy to make and produces a very 

light sponge pudding, so is suitable for any time of 

year. When turned out, the jam will be on top of the 
pudding. 

The custard sauce (with more jam !) is yummy !! I 

have no idea how it got its name ! 
 

Take 2 eggs and their weight in butter and plain flour, plus the weight of one 

egg in sugar. Beat butter and sugar to a cream. 
Add beaten eggs one at a time and beat smoothly. 

Add 1/2 teaspoon bicarbonate of soda to the flour and stir this into the 

creamed mixture. Mix well and lastly add 1-2 teaspoons strawberry jam. Put 
into a buttered pudding bowl and steam in a pan of boiling water for 1 1/2 

hours. 
Serves with a pouring custard to which has been added 2 tablespoons 

strawberry jam. 

 
Lemon Curd (a reader from Durham!) 

 

You’ll need 4 lemons, 100g butter, 350g sugar 
and 4 lightly beaten eggs. 

 

Grate the lemon rind into a basin and add the 
squeezed juice. Put the butter, sugar and eggs 

into the basin and place over a pan of simmering 
water and stir until the sugar has dissolved and 

the butter melted. Continue to cook until the curd 

thickens enough to coat the back of a wooden 
spoon. Don’t overcook though in case the whole 

lot curdles.  

 
Pour into prepared jars and cover with a waxed disc and cellophane as for 

jam. Should keep for up to 3 months in the fridge. 



 

 

Bell-tower Craik  
Oooh Vicar!  
 

Theme Songs for Bible Characters 
 

Noah:  Raindrops keep falling on my 

head 

Lazarus:  The second time around 
Job: I’ve got a right to sing the Blues 

Jezebel: The Lady is a tramp 

Salome: I could have danced all night 
Joshua: Good vibrations 

Peter: I’m sorry 

Jeremiah: Take this job and shove it! 
The Three Kings:  When you wish 

upon a star 
Elijah: Up, Up and Away 

Adam & Eve: Strangers in Paradise 

Esther: I feel pretty 
Moses: The Wanderer 

Daniel: The lion sleeps tonight 

Samson: Hair 
Nebuchadnezzar: Crazy 

Esau: Born to be wild 

Shadrach, Meshach & Abednego: Great Balls of fire 
Johan: Got a whale of a tale 

Methuselah: Stayin’ alive 
 

CHURCH SIGN BLOOPERS 

“Don’t let worry kill you… let the church help”.   

“For those of you who have children and don’t know it, we have a 
nursery downstairs”.   

“The rosebud on the altar this morning is to announce the birth 

Of David Alan Belzer, the sin of Rev. and Mrs Julius Belzer”.   
“Wednesday the Ladies Liturgy Group will meet. Mrs Johnson will sing, Put 

me in my little bed, accompanied by the Minister”.   

“Thursday at 5.00 pm there will be a meeting of the Little Mothers Club. All 
ladies wishing to be Little Mothers will meet with the Minister in his vestry”. 

“At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be What 
Is hell? Come early and listen to our choir practice”. 
 



 

 

 
After a quick look around to check 

he was alone, Andrew launched into 
“Oh I do like to be beside the 

seaside! 
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The activities were set up prior to opening our doors at 10 
a.m. on Friday, 6 April. 
 

We had carpet bowls, indoor hockey, table tennis, 
magnetic darts and a number of board games 
(kindly donated by the Brown family). 
The young folks who took part ranged in age 
from 6 to 14 yrs. and great fun was had by all. 
The carpets bowls proved very popular once we got it 

established that the idea was to get as near as possible to 
the jack and not to strike it from here to kingdom come. By 
4 p.m. the helpers were ready to lie down. 
The Youth committee will consider the setting up of a Youth 
Cafe over the winter. If anyone has any ideas for our young 
people phone --721501. Drew Lowe. 
 

Rachel, Ailidh, Angus, Lewis, Michaela, Mhairi, Kathryn, 
Reuben & Nathan would like to say a big thank you to Mr 
Lowe, “Eddie” & Heather for a great Activity Day which was 
held on Friday 6th April in the MacFarlane Hall. We all had a 
great day! 

 
 



 

 

CHURCH ORDERS (PEEBLES) 
 
 

READERS 
    

May 6 Daniel Scott Acts 11:1-18 
St John 13:31-35 

    

 13 Isabelle Coghill Acts 16:9-15 

St John 14:23-29 
    

 20 Pauline Copeland Acts 16:16-34 
St John 17:20-26 

    

 27 Alastair Fleming Acts 2:1-21 

St John 14:8-17 
    

June 3 Fiona Fleming Romans 5:1-5 

St John 16:12-15 
    

 10 Sandy Murray Galatians 1:11-24 
St Luke 7:11-17 

    

 17 Lily Swinney Galatians 2:15-21 

St Luke 7:36 – 8:3 
    

 24 Elizabeth Parker Galatians 3:23-29 
St Luke 8:26-39 

    

DUTY ELDERS 

  North South 

May  Jim Edgar Norman Kerr 
  Sheena Edgar Bob Gregory 
    

June  Archie Cameron Alastair Fleming 
  Drew Lowe Fiona Fleming 

    
SHORT ORDERS OF HOLY COMMUNION 

May 27th Marjorie Renton  
  Jimmy Robinson  

  Angus Russel  

  Roger Trueman  
    

BELL RINGERS 
May 6 Anne Derrick Angus Russel 

 13 Margaret Ireland  

 20 Roger Trueman  
 27 Chrystall Din  

    



 

 

CONGREGATIONAL REGISTER 
 

PEEBLES Baptism  

18th March Katie 
Nicola 

daughter of Alison and Scott Mackay 
1 Ivanhoe Road, Peebles 

   

PEEBLES Deaths  

27th 

February 

Mr Allan Swan 21 North Street, Peebles 

2nd  March Mrs Helena Johnston 23a Biggiesknowe, Peebles 

 

13th March Mrs Carrie Ramsay Rosemount Cottage, Old 
Church Road, Peebles 

22nd March Mr John Scott 22 Tweedbridge Court, 

Peebles 

30th March Mr Robin Bennett 12 Kirkland Street, Peebles 
 

1st April Mr Alastair Matthews Cairnsmore, Bonnington 

Road, Peebles 
13th April Mrs Jane Oliver 32 Cuddyside, Peebles 

21st April Mr Albert Charteris 17 March Street Lane, 

Peebles 
 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES 
 

EDDLESTON 
 

May   

Sunday 
6th 

11.45am Morning Worship – Fifth Sunday of Easter 
With Sacrament of Holy Baptism 

   

Sunday 

13th 

11.45am Morning All-age Worship – Sixth Sunday of 

Easter. Start of Christian Aid Week 
   

Sunday 

20th 

11.45am Morning Worship – Seventh Sunday of 

Easter 
   

Sunday 
27th 

6pm All-age Evening Service - Pentecost 

   

June   
   

Sunday 
3rd 

11.45am Morning Worship - Trinity Sunday 
With Sacrament of Holy Baptism 

   



 

 

 

OFFERINGS 
 

 

PEEBLES April  

2007 

Year to 

Date  

Last Year to 

Date  

Covenants £3,628.00 £10,598.00 £10,428.00 

FWO £1,588.00 £4,674.00 £4,518.00 
Open Plate £761.00 £2,340.00 £2047.00 

Collection Boxes £232.00 £542.00 £874.00 

Total £6,209.00 £18,154.00 £17,867.00 
Budget £6,000.00 £18,000.00  

Surplus/(Deficit)   £209.00 £154.00  
    

EDDLESTON   

Total Offerings for April 2007  £945.50 

Total Offerings for April 2006  £488.76 
Total Offerings for 4 month 2007  £2373.96 

Total Offerings for 4 month 2006  £2226.76 

Surplus/(Deficit)   £147.20 
 

 
FORTHCOMING SERVICES 

 

PEEBLES 
 

 

May   

Sunday 
6th 

10am 
 

6pm  

Morning All-age Worship – Fifth Sunday of 
Easter 

Monthly Evening Service 
   

Sunday 
13th 

10am Morning Worship – Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Start of Christian Aid Week 

   

Sunday 

20th 

10am 

6pm 

Morning Worship – Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Your Songs of Praise Service. 
   

Sunday 

27th 

10am Morning Worship – Pentecost 

With Short Order of Holy Communion 
   

June   
Sunday 

3rd 

10am 

 

6pm 

Morning All-age Worship - Trinity Sunday 

With Sacrament of Holy Baptism 

Monthly Evening Service 



 

 

OLD PARISH CHURCH FLOWER CALENDAR 
 

Convenor: Mrs Maureen Collier (724633) 
 

May  

6th Donors Mrs A Derrick, Edderston Road 
Mrs E Wilson, Gattonside 

Mr W Smith, South Park West 
 Arranger Maureen Collier 

13th Donor Mrs A Ramsay, Ravenscraig 

 Arranger Margaret Ireland 
20th Donors Mrs M Percy-Robb, Kerfield House 

Mrs E White, Buchan Gardens 

Mrs E Parker, Mailingsland 
 Arranger Liz Trueman 

27th Donor The Affleck family, Bourne. 

Mrs Ferguson, Halyrude Court. 
 Arranger Mary Clark 

June  

3rd Donor Norma Rait, Springwood Terrace 
 Arranger June Grandison 

10th Donor Mr & Mrs J Edgar, Innerleithen 
 Arranger Eileen Williamson 

17th Donor Wedding 

 Arranger Liz Trueman 
24th Donor Margaret Buchan, Gallowhill 

 Arranger Audrey Annand 
 

 

Please have a look at our website 

www.topcop.org.uk 
 

Let the editor know! 
 

Got an event happening within the church and would like 
people to know about it? Let the editor know, so it would be a 

great help if articles or intimations for the June magazine be handed 

in by Thursday 24th May to David MacFarlane on 01721 723344 or 
07711851611 or e-mail: D.j.macfarlane@btinternet.com 

 

 
 



 

Hairy Haggis Team Relay 
Edinburgh Marathon May 27th 

 

 

Well they may not look like Hairy Haggis’s but they are the TOP Trainers! For 
those of us who are a little fearful of the whole 26.2 mile marathon course 

our intrepid TOP Trainers team are doing the marathon as a relay so they 
share the task in getting to the finish.  
 

The TOP Trainers are Fiona MacFarlane 

(Sunday School), Karen Ritchie (Choir), Sarah 

Morrison (Eddleston Parish Church) and Sally 
Swinney (Peebles) and they’re running for Sue Ryder Care. 
 

Sue Ryder Care is a leading provider of palliative neurological care and 

homecare dedicated to helping people get the best from life. They provide 
expert care where people need it, in their specialist care centres, the 

community or peoples homes. Care is provided for people with complex 

illnesses and conditions including cancer, multiple sclerosos, stroke, 
Parkinson’s Disease, Motor Neurone Disease, Huntington’s Disease, Brain 

Injury or Dementia. 
 

The TOP Trainers have pledged to raise £1000 for Sue Ryder Care. Can you 
help them get to their pledge? There’ll be a sponsorship form in the 

MacFarlane Hall after the Services this month. 

 
 

 

• Reading someone else’s copy of this magazine 

and like one of your own each month? 
 

• Live away from Peebles and would like to keep 

in touch with a copy posted to you? 
 

• Just like a copy but you’re too shy to ask? 
 

Well help is at hand… fill in and post this form! 
 

 

To: 
Miss Marianne Ewart, 23 Cuddyside, Peebles EH45 8EN (721964) or 
Mrs Ruby Buchan, 14 Kingsland Square, Peebles EH45 8EZ (721048) 

Your name …………………………………………………………………… 
Your address…………………………………………………………… 
I’m happy to enclose a donation of £….... towards the cost of the 
Magazine, and what a bargain it is. 

Please make cheques payable to “The Old Parish Church of Peebles” 
 



 

 Who’s Who At Peebles & Eddleston 
 

Minister: The Reverend 
Calum Macdougall 

The Manse, Innerleithen Road, 

Peebles.  

01721 720568      
calum@topcop.org.uk 

  

 

Session Clerk:  
Angus Russel  

9 Craigerne Drive, Peebles.  
01721 720583 

angus@topcop.org.uk 

 

 

Session Clerk:  
Sheena Edgar 
11 Millwell Park, 
Innerleithen.   
01896 831685 
sheena@topcop.org.uk 

 

Treasurer:  
Alan Douglas 

3 Edderston Ridge, Peebles.  
01721 723038 

 

Organist & Choirmaster: 
Andrew Russel 
Glensax, Bonnington Road, 
Peebles.  
01721 721127 
music@topcop.org.uk 

 

Roll Keeper:  
Alison Duncan 

14 Crossburn Farm Road, 
Peebles.  

01721 721033 

 

 

Beadle:  
Edward Knowles 
56 Elliots Park, Peebles. 
01721 722860 

 

Hall-keeper:  
Tess Goodwin 

16 Elcho Street, Peebles.  
01721 720674 

 

Eddleston Session Clerk: 
Margaret Love 
11 Old Manse Road, 
Eddleston. 
01721 730263 

 

Eddleston Treasurer: 
Archie Smellie 

Hattonknowe, Eddleston.  
01721 730282 

 

Eddleston Organist: 
Lorraine Mulholland 
Millbank, Eddleston.  
01721 730332 

 

 

Web Editor:  
Willie Nicoll 

Cardrona, Peebles. 
01896 833508 

webmaster@topcop.org.uk 

 

Magazine Editor: 
David MacFarlane 
6 Glen Crescent 
Peebles 
01721 723344 
magazine@topcop.org.uk 



 

 
 
 

 

Prayer before work 
 

My God, you are always close to me.  

In obedience to you, 

 I must now apply myself to outward things.  

Yet, as I do so, I pray that you will give me the grace of 

your presence. And to this end I ask that you will assist my 
work, receive its fruits as an offering to you,  

and all the while direct all my affections to you. 

 
 

Brother Lawrence, Carmelite monastery 1611 – 1691 

 

 
 
 


