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Do you need a little Christmas 
That’s not hustle and bustle? 
 

Do you need a little Christmas 
That’s not about buying and rushing? 
 

Do you need a little Christmas 
That puts first things first? 
 

So do we. 
 

In these Sundays before Christmas join us as we 
focus on the true essence of the season. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
December Sunday mornings 

10am at Peebles and 11.45 at Eddleston. 
Service of Nine Lessons & Carols at Peebles 16th at 6pm 
Watchnight Service at Peebles 11.30pm Christmas Eve 

 



 

Pastoral letter 
December 2007 

 

If it’s advancing years that seem to make the months pass more 
quickly I must speak to a disproportionate number of “older” people 

because it seems that just about everyone is commenting on how 
quickly Christmas is approaching once again.  The earlier than usual 

switching on of the Peebles Christmas lights gave a sharp reminder 
that there were, at that time, just under five weeks to go. 
 

As the season of Advent begins so we enter that very special time 
of spiritual preparation as we try once more to capture in our minds 

and in our hearts, in our worship and in our making ready, the 
wonder of the Incarnation.   
 

It is good to have Advent to pull into sharp focus our reflection and 

contemplation on God’s coming into the world, for the world, in a 
human life.  Behind all the Victorian-style romanticism that would 
 

 

We embrace the miracle of the Incarnation, to take the joy 
and hope of Christmas into all the world, beginning in the 

highways and byways of our parishes 
 

 

have us look in on an idyllic stable scene where all is peace and 
calm, save for the lowing of cattle, there are many layers of 

mystery and wonder to be peeled back in order that we can gain 
even the most limited insight into the love of God who sends his 

Son for the sake of the world. 
 

Christmas then is not for the church but for the world.  It does not 
belong only to those for whom attendance at worship will be a 
priority during the next four weeks, but for the whole community.  

Christ comes not for the religious but for everyone.  It is, however, 
for all of us in the Church, as we embrace the miracle of the 

Incarnation, to take the joy and hope of Christmas into all the 
world, beginning in the highways and byways of our parishes.   
 

A very happy and peaceful Christmas to you all from all of us at the 
manse. 
 

With love, 

Calum Macdougall 



Gift Day Appeal 

Eddleston 
 

On Sunday 23rd December there will be an opportunity for 

members and friends of Eddleston Parish Church to make a 
special gift offering to the Church.   
 

Eddleston Church is at the heart of the life of the parish and, this 
year in particular, has been enjoying a high profile through all the 

celebrations in connection with the Eddleston Bell Quincentenary. 
The beautiful church building is much admired by villagers and 
visitors alike and the congregation plays a very full part in 

community life but inevitably costs continue to rise and it is vital 
that our income is sufficient to meet our expenditure. 
 

If you would like to make a GIFT DAY contribution, please put it in 
one of the special envelopes provided and bring it to Church on 23rd 

December.   If you are a tax-payer your gift could bring additional 
benefit to the Church at no extra expense to you.  Simply complete 

the Gift Aid declaration on the envelope and the Treasurer will be 
able to claim the tax back from Revenue and Customs. 

 

 

Presentation by the 

Eddleston Junior Choir 
 

“The Bell that      

Cried” 
Friday 21st 6.30pm 

 

Service of Carols 
with Peebles Burgh 

Silver Band 
 

Sunday 30th  

6pm 
   

 

A service of 

Nine Lessons  
& Carols 

 

With the TOP 

Choristers and a 

combined choir 

Sunday 16th  
at 6pm 

Followed by mulled wine 

& mince pies in the 

MacFarlane Hall 

 

Watchnight 
Service 

December 24th 

11.30pm 
Celebrate the arrival of 

Christmas day with us 
 

Christmas Day 
Service 

December 25th 

10am 
 



 

Christmas shopping at TOPCOP 

Both in aid of Disabled Access 

 

What better way to support the Disabled Access project and give 

someone a gift to remember. The Christmas Miscellany and the 
2008 Calendar. 
 

The Calendar features images of the 
amazing floral displays from the 

Flower Festival last summer. It has 
been greatly assisted by the 

photographer and the support 
advertisers whose generosity has 
covered the production and printing 

costs meaning that the very 
reasonable cover price of £5 goes 

to help the project. It is the first 
time in recent years that we’ve had 

a church calendar and who knows if 

it sells like hot cakes it may become 
an annual feature. 

 

 
The Miscellany is 

another first and is the baby of 
Fiona Taylor, Marjory McFarlane and Anne 

Derrick who have spent many months 
gathering a selection of stories, 

comments, quips and features. Just 
imagine an evening in front of the fire 
enjoying this fine wee book with 

something warming in hand. A bargain 
at only £3 a copy. 
 

Both of these gifts will be on sale after 
the services in December in the MacFarlane 

Hall, from the people named above and on-line at 
www.topcop.org.uk  

Go on; you know you want one…or preferably several! 
 

 
 

 
 



 

Gift Day Appeal report 
How much did you value our church? 

 

The result of the Gift Day Appeal is on the whole very encouraging! 
To date 244 envelopes have been returned. A number of these 

include joint donations, so it is probably fair to say that 
approximately one half of the households in the congregation made 

a return. That of course means that the other half did not! 
 

The good news is that the amount received was £8955 to which is 
to be added Tax recovery in respect of those who provided their 
donation with Gift Aid. This will amount to a further sum of  £1563, 

making a total of £10,518, which is most encouraging and sincere 
thanks are due to everyone who responded and made this possible. 

The bad news of course is that had 
every member responded this total 
could have been much higher. If 

there is anyone who could still make 
a gift, but who has not yet done so, 

your envelope can be given to your 
elder or put in the plate on a Sunday 
morning. 
 

The amount which any individual 

feels he or she can afford is entirely personal, but it may be of 
interest to see what the level of donations was.  
 

Although it is too early to say definitely what the financial outcome 
for the year to 31st December will be. As a result of the appeal, the 

money received will go a very long way towards “balancing the 
books” and this is very encouraging and shows that a good number 

of our members do indeed Value our Church very much. 
 

 
 

 

Revised and updated for 2008 

Church Directory 
Should be with your magazine this month 

Who do I speak to about 
that? Who’s responsible 
for this? How do I book the 
hall? How do I contact the 
minister? When do we 
worship? What’s on that 
might interest me? Who’s 
my elder? How do I get to  

 
 

 

Those who gave    

£1 – 4   8 
£5-10  92 
£11 – 50  99 

£51 – 100  27 
£101 – 200          11 

Over £200   3 
4 envelopes were empty 



 

News from the 
organisations 

 

Sunday School Christmas Activities 
 

The children of the Sunday School are busy practising an advent 
carol which they will sing together with the Choristers at the All Age 

Worship at the beginning of December.  All the children will 
process into Church with candles to bring light in to 
ignite the first of the Advent Candles. 
 

There will be a group of 37 comprising 

the Sunday School children and their 
friends and family attending 

the Tweeddale Panto “Wizard 
of Oz” at the Eastgate Theatre on 
Sunday, 9th December at 2.30 pm. 
 

The last day for the children to meet as a Sunday School for this 

term will be Sunday, 16th December.  Sunday School will 
recommence on Sunday, 13th January. 
 

 

8th Annual Burns Supper 
 

This favourite event will take place on 

Saturday 26th January 2008 in the 
MacFarlane Hall. Tickets will be £6 

available soon from Social Committee 
members and the Fairtrade Stall. 

 
 

The Fairtrade Stall 
 

Will take a break on December 30th but 

will be back for business on January 6th. 
 

 

 

Bacon Rolls 
 

Will also be taking a break on 21st and 

28th December and 4th January.  
We look forward to seeing you all again 

on 11th of January 

 



Guild of Friendship 

The Guild of Friendship is holding it's AGM in the song school on Thursday 

13th of December at 2pm.  I hope you will all be able to come  
 

Parish Toddlers 

Just an update to let you all know how the group is 

doing. 

We have around 25 adults every week with their 

children so the Macfarlane Hall certainly isn’t for the 

fainthearted with the amount of noise that goes with 

over 30 small children. Everyone seems to have a 

good time though! We will be meeting every week 

until December 18th which will be our Party morning, 

and we are then having a break until January 15th. 
 

We are very grateful for those who come along to 

make the coffee for us but are still looking for a few 

more helpers to share out the load. Don’t be shy, if 

you have an hour to spare on a Tuesday at 10am 

(even once a term would be helpful) please add your 

name to our rota on the notice board in the Church Centre. 
 

For more details contact Elspeth 722860 or Val 721423 
 

Disabled Access: Quiz night report 
 

Karen’s untiring efforts 

produced yet another winner 

for our Quiz Night on the 16th 

November. Five teams of four 

took part, The Stooriebloods, 

The Late Entrants, The 

Beechlea Bombers, The 

Carlsbergs and The Stoorie 

Wells. The Late Entrants team 

was made up of four members 

of the congregation who were 

in the wong place at the right time and were press-ganged into the 

competition. After eight varied and challenging rounds the Carlsbergs 

(Carlsberg don’t make Quiz teams but if they did…) won through, after a 

very impressive showing in the picture round, with 88 points. First prize 

was a box of sweeties which their children immediately made off with. It 

was just a pity there weren’t more folk there to enjoy the fun and the fine 

stovies and macaroni cheese provided for half-time however the evening 

raised £116 for the Disabled Access fund. Our thanks to all those who 

turned up and contributed to a very enjoyable evening. 

 
 

Quiz winners, The Carlsbergs 



TOPCOP Music Group 
 

The Music Group had its first meeting in November 

and started the ball rolling for a programme of 
development. The first meeting included looking at the 
purpose of the group, identifying some broad goals to 

work towards and thinking about some immediate 
ideas for improvements.  
 

Purpose / remit of Music Group 
The Music Group should operate as a ‘think tank’ for developing music 
in worship and the life of the congregation, and try to engage the 

effort of the right people for the right tasks rather than taking on all 
the work. The Music Group will report to the Kirk Session through the 
Worship Committee. 
 

Where do we want to be in the future? 

Developing the music of The Old Parish Church is important, but to 
bear fruit must sit as part of a wider programme of development for 
the church overall.  Within “music” development the following goals 

require to be pursued: 
• Expand the choir and choristers’ repertoires leaning principally 

on sacred music, both traditional and modern, and involve a 

broader range of tastes and style. 
• Develop the congregation’s involvement in music in services. 
• Involve more musicians and instrumentalists in church services. 

• Develop the spread of ages in both choirs. 
• Develop greater musical and choral links with other Churches. 

 

Ideas 
The group discussed lots of ideas, mainly about the choir in the first 

instance, but the choir members will be consulted about these before 
any implementation. At the next meeting on 10th December there will 
be a brainstorming session to generate ideas about: 

• choir and choristers 
• organ and instrumental music in services 
• hymns 

If you have ideas you’d like put forward, please speak to one of the 
members of the music group.  
 

Music Group membership 
The members of the music group are Roger Trueman, Aishling 

Samson, Cathy Davidson, Fiona MacFarlane and Andrew Russel. If 
you’d like to join us, and can deliver actions promptly and 
energetically, please speak to Andrew. 

 

Congratulations to Alastair Macdougall 



 

Alastair graduated from the 

University of Edinburgh on 

November 15th with the 

Degree of Batchelor of Arts 

in Media & Culture. Here 

we see Alastair and with his 

proud parents Calum and 

Janet outside the McEwan 

Hall. Although his first love 

is Radio Production Alastair 

is currently managing the 

Kirkcaldy branch of H.Samuel the jewellers and is 

about to take a leading role in Oliver with the 

Musselburgh Amateur Musical Association next 

year. 
 

Eddleston Sale 
 

Just in, news that the Eddleston Sale held on 10th November has raised 

£564.00 Our thanks to all involved in raising this wonderful total. 
 

New Feature: Who we are 
In order to help each other get to know some of the faces in and 

around TOPCOP we’re starting a series for 2008 that will do just 

that! Please ask the editor for a question sheet and get responding, 

you’ll find some in the MacFarlane Hall at coffee. We’re interested in 

everyone so if we ran this series for 50 years we still wouldn’t cover 

everyone in the congregation! We’ll ask everyone the same 

questions and you can answer as many or as few as you wish.  

This can only work however if we get enough responses. 
 

 

Imagine being abandoned by your family 
Save your used stamps and support first class care. 

 

In Bangladesh, families often abandon their elderly 

relatives when they are no longer able to earn money 

and with nowhere to turn the elderly become 

increasingly helpless and lonely. The Church of 

Bangladesh Social Development Programmes runs the 

“Golden Jubilee Project” which provides 

somewhere for these golden aged people to 

meet, eat, receive medical care, learn new skills and pray. It 

is supported by The Church of Scotland World Mission Council. 

There are collection points for your stamps in The 

MacFarlane Hall and at Eddleston Church. 

Send a Message of Hope 
 



Over the Christmas period most of us will have the pleasure of receiving 

greeting cards from many friends. Could you take part in the Send a 

Message of Hope Campaign and send a card to a Prisoner of 

Consience? It would involve you spending a few minutes writing a card – 

and buying a 54p or 78p stamp (depending of the weight of the card) – 

but it could brighten life for someone imprisoned for supporting human 

rights. He or she is probably kept in inhuman conditions – deprived of 

access to family, lawyer or medical 

attention. Your card could bring hope 

and cheer to someone in need of both. 

Think about it! Explanatory leaflet 

from Isabelle Coghill (723346) 

 

Christian Aid Conference “a new earth” 
 

I was very privileged 

to be able to attend a 
Christian Aid one day 
conference on 

Saturday 17th November. The title of the conference was ' a new 
earth'. It was in some ways very chilling but in many other ways 
uplifting. The theme of the day was Christian Aid's response to climate 

change. I think one of the best ways to visualise it, is the domino effect 
or the grain of sand effect. What we do here is affecting people in the 
world's poorer countries. We have all been given the responsibility to 

be steward's of God's wonderful earth. The chilling part of the day was 
the dreadful statistics that are available about what we are doing to our 
planet. The uplifting part was that we can all play our part in bringing 

about a change.  See next month's magazine about what we can do as 
a church.  

Janet Macdougall 

 

Old Parish Forum 

 

Professor Keith Smith 
University of Edinburgh 

Tackling Global Warming 
Personal Responsibility  

& Public Policy 
 

 

In the 

church 

29th 

January 

 
7.30pm 
 

 
 

 
 



500 Years 500 Years 500 Years 500 Years     

of the Eddleston Bellof the Eddleston Bellof the Eddleston Bellof the Eddleston Bell 

 
500 years of ringing out500 years of ringing out500 years of ringing out500 years of ringing outreachreachreachreach 

 

As we near the end of our Quincentennial year here is a round up of the 

events and work we have enjoyed thanks to the efforts of the committee 

(Lorraine Mulholland, Wilma Nicholson, Christine McKay and Trevor 

Cowie) set up by Eddleston Kirk Session to organize the celebration. 

Outreach being the main aim right from the outset. 
 

In January, a competition was held encouraging the children of 

the Parish to design a logo for the Quincentenary. 26 children took 

part and the winning design you are all now familiar with was selected.  
  

The main focus of the celebrations was a special weekend when 

the Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland 

preached at a special service on the Sunday morning. 

We were blessed with 

glorious weather - 

Border Television 

came and interviewed 

and filmed. The 

special weekend 

started with an art 

workshop for the children which was ably led by Joanne 

Robson and a Flower Festival in the afternoon - 

organised by Wilma Nicolson; the theme of which was 

‘The Colours of the Rainbow’. The Peebles Silver Band met at the Primary 

School on the Saturday evening and promenaded from the school to the 

church accompanied by the Moderator and a small number of villagers. 

On the Sunday a fine bronze Communion Cup, produced by Beltane 

Studios, was dedicated by Rt. Rev. Alan McDonald The Moderator who 

also unveiled a plaque designed by Jeremy Cunningham from Eddleston, 

to commemorate the occasion. There followed informal lunch in the 

school where The Moderator cut a celebratory cake made by Janet 

Macdougall and was presented with a framed photograph of the Church.  
 

The Church of Scotland website announced two world premiers! The 

Minister had written a special hymn to mark the occasion and Mrs 

Mulholland had written a recessional voluntary. Both of these featured on 

a CD recorded in the Church and featuring the Junior Choir, 

Instrumentalists from the village and the voice of Ian Aldred reading 

prose from a book referring to the beauty of the bell. A poem written 

about the bell was also recorded.   



 

A booklet was produced with the help of TOPCOP 

Communications Group. The Guild in Eddleston had 

produced a hand written history in 1988 and Christine 

McKay diligently typed and deciphered the notes into 

booklet form.  

A DVD and postcard was produced with the 

assistance of Alasdair MacFarlane and Steven Scott.  
 

On August 24th The Dunblane Cathedral 

Handbell Ringers came to Eddleston Parish Church 

and produced a marvellous evening of music. They 

were particularly pleased to be able to help celebrate the anniversary of 

such an historic bell. Malcolm Wilson, the Director was keen to ring the 

bell and immediately realised that it rang in A! 
   

September 16th saw the dedication of a Lectern Fall designed by Jo 

Oliver and worked by Vivienne Wilmut. It is a marvellous piece of work. 

On this Sunday also the ‘Eddleston Echo’ was relaunched as ‘The 

Eddleston Bell” which is now produced quarterly by Alan Lundmark.  
 

On September 28th a Supper Dance took place in the Barony 

Castle. It was a great night eventually attracting 93 people from far and 

near.  We were fortunate to have the 

services of the ceilidh band ‘Sounds Braw’ 

from Fife and they did us proud. We were 

very well served by the Barony Castle 

despite the fact they had other functions 

on that evening. Mr. Keiran Whyte the 

General Manager also made a very 

generous donation to the Church. 
 

In November Janet Macdougall 

organised a nearly new sale on our behalf and £554 was raised for 

our funds. Shirley Bean, the Headteacher at Eddleston Primary School 

has been working with the pupils of P6/7 designing a banner. This will be 

dedicated at a special service in the new year. 
 

And still to come…on the 21st of December the Junior Choir will 

start to draw the year of celebration to a close with a presentation of ‘The 

Bell That Cried’ by Peter Canwell. They will be joined by some friends. 
 

On 30th December - our final service of the year 2007, Peebles 

Silver Band will lead the praise and so bring our year of the bell to an 

end. 
 

Throughout the year, Christine McKay has faithfully produced ‘Bell 

Biscuits’ to have with our coffee after every evening service. 
   
 

                                                                                    500 years of ringing out500 years of ringing out500 years of ringing out500 years of ringing outreachreachreachreach    
 

This whole year has 
been hard work but 

well worth it in 
terms of outreach 

and raising the 
Church’s profile in 

our Community. 



 

Training notes 
Malcolm Jefferson 
Our Student Minister 

 

 

I am married to Hannah and we have recently had our first (cute blue 

eyed, blonde!) baby, Samuel. 
 

We have lived in Peebles for just over 2 years, having moved from 

Edinburgh where we met as students in 1997. After completing a 

Psychology degree I spent 4 years working as a youthworker at St. 

Thomas's Church, Edinburgh.  
 

More recently I worked with the Sports Development team at Edinburgh 

Leisure, giving people opportunities in local communities to get physically 

active (and trying to get people to do 30 minutes of exercise a day!)  
 

I have now just started to train to be a full-time minister and am studying 

at New College, Edinburgh during the week. I am excited about  the 

challenge of communicating the message of the gospel in ways that are 

relevant (and comprehensable!) to people. 
 

When I'm not studying or changing nappies I love to spend time with 

Hannah and friends, eat cake, play and watch football, read and get out in 

the countryside. 
 
 

Praise & Worship Service at  
St Andrew's Leckie,  

to which all are welcome. 
  

The services are designed to have a contemporary feel, with a 
mixture of well known hymns and some newer praise songs.  
The services start at 6pm on the 2nd Sunday of each month, 
with tea & coffee served beforehand at 5-30 in the church.  
We're currently taking as our theme the book of Acts and the 
growth of the early church.  The service is led by members of 
different Peebles congregations - we warmly invite you to 
join us for these services, which we are sure you will find 
enjoyable and stimulating. The next service is January 
13th.                                                                                                  
Barry Hughes 

 

 

 

 

Please recycle this magazine…or pass it on. 

Why keep it to yourself! 

 

 
 



 

From our archive 
A few selected blasts from our past! 
  

 

December 1957 
The Guides, The Brownies, The Boys’ Brigade, The Bible Class, The Primary 

Sunday School, The Sunday School and The Choir all held Christmas 

Parties…phew! The work of the National Servicemen’s Club was reported. 

They sent gifts from the parish to those of it who were away on National 

Service. Duncan Adam, Charles Duthie, Leonard Grandison, Gavin 

McCallum, John Scott and Robert Goodwin became elders this month. The 

Seat-Letting Committee were in The Song School for 3 evenings to “collect 

payment of seat rents and allocate sittings in church”..so it really was your 

pew in those days! Collections for the year showed a deficit of £25. 
 

December 1967 
An augmented choir under Iain Cruickshanks were to sing some of the 

Christmas music from The Messiah and straight afterwards there was to be 

an act of worship for Christmas Eve. There was a quinquennial visitation 

this month. The wonderful set of pulpit falls were gifted this month in 

memory of the daughters of Mr & Mrs Watson Bracewell also Dr & Mrs 

Robin Wilson gifted the corbelled cross in the chancel in memory of their 

son Robert. The Candelight youth club was opened by David Steel M.P.  
 

December 1977 
The Minister was looking forward to the pupils of Eddleston School singing 

at the Nine Lessons & Carols service and at Peebles the tenth such service 

was to be sung by a combined choir. The Church Guide, published in 1973, 

had sold over 4000 copies and a reprint was being arranged. 

The Church Centre Scheme had received pledges of £34,023.90 which was 

enough to complete the second of the three phases. Eddleston Manse was 

put on the market with December 15th as the closing date 
 

December 1987 
George Johnston the Hall Keeper retired having seen the transfer from the 

halls at Cross Road to the Church Centre in 1982. The two kneelers in the 

chancel were gifted in memory of Mary Hudson. The Centenary Fund was 

to be used to extend the organ (£11,000) and raise the choirstalls in the 

crossing (£14,000) The balance was to be used to re-light and re-wire the 

church. Agnes Cairns gifted the rearrangement to the chancel and 

extension of the Communion Table. There were still some souvenir 

centenary mugs and pens left! The Eddleston sale this month raised nearly 

£600. 



 

Kirk Session Matters 
The Kirk Session of the Old Parish Church of Peebles met 

jointly with Eddleston on Wednesday 14th November 2007 
 

Compiled by Fiona Taylor 
 
                                                                                             

This was a joint meeting with Eddleston, Mrs Lorraine Mulholland acting as 

the Eddleston Session Clerk pro tem. 
 

The death of Mr George Stavert, a long-standing member of the Session, 

the Choir and the Congregation, was noted, with appreciation expressed of 

his character. 
 

The Kirk Sessions considered a questionnaire from the Panel on Review 

and Reform on quinquennial reporting.  Quinquennial visits to, and reports 

on, all congregations are highly desirable for Presbytery Superintendence 

and for forward planning.   
 

Mr Graeme Murray, the Safeguarding Coordinator for both congregations, 

spoke on the development of an effective complaints system as required 

by the General Assembly.  This is to be a shared responsibility with each 

church’s Fabric Convenor, and the Food Hygiene Officer should also be 

involved.  A Health and Safety audit should be carried out in each church.  
 

Peebles Presbytery Elder, Mr Roger Trueman, reported that Presbytery’s 

Zomba Liaison Committee was developing plans to establish closer links 

between individual churches here and in Zomba.  
 

Mrs Lorraine Mulholland, Convenor of the Eddleston Bell Committee, 

reported on events held throughout 2007 to celebrate the quincentenary. 

These involved the entire Eddleston community, and included a special 

service in April at which the sermon was preached by the Moderator of the 

General Assembly.  Memorabilia were produced, notably a specially 

commissioned Communion Cup. 
 

The Convenor of the Peebles Finance Committee, Mr Ronald Ireland, 

outlined the main changes required by the Office of the Scottish Charity 

Regulator (OSCR) to the preparation and presentation of church accounts. 

The church’s name will in future have to indicate its location and 

denomination. The Peebles Kirk Session agreed that The Old Parish Church 

of Peebles will adopt the new title of Peebles Old Parish Church of 

Scotland.  The Eddleston Kirk Session agreed that their congregation will 

be known as ‘Eddleston Parish Church of Scotland’. 
 

The recent Gift Day produced a considerable return. With gift aid additions 

this will go a long way towards reducing the likely deficit at the year end. 
 

The Convenor of the Peebles Fabric Committee, Mr Alasdair MacFarlane, 

reported on the details of the new audio-visual system, and on 



arrangements for the painting of the Church Centre windows and doors 

and for some redecoration at the Manse.  Mr MacFarlane gave an update 

on general security of church premises.  New locks had been fitted on 

certain doors, following on some security problems which it was hoped had 

now been resolved. 
 

Mr MacFarlane also reported that calendars commemorating the recent 

Flower Festival were now available, with the production costs wholly met 

by sponsorship. 
 

For the Youth Committee, Mr Eddie Knowles reported that the TOAST 

event organised as a joint churches initiative in the Eastgate Centre was 

very successful and attended by some 60 youngsters.  Costs were 

approximately covered by the income from the evening. 
 

The Kirk Sessions agreed arrangements for services in the respective 

churches over the Christmas period, which will be intimated in the 

magazine and local press.  The annual Guildry Service will be next held on 

10 February 2008. 
 

Fairtrade for 

Christmas 
 

The Fairtrade stall in the 
MacFarlane Hall has its 

Christmas supplies in and you can even 
order goods from the catalogues.  

 

Think how much better you will feel when people are moaning 

about the commercialisation of Christmas and you know that by 
sending Traidcraft Christmas cards, baking your cake with 
Traidcraft sugar and fruit and having afternoon (Traidcraft) tea 

with Christmas tree shaped chocolate biscuits, you are helping 
the suppliers to send their children to school or pay for much 

needed medical supplies. 
We also have wrapping 
paper, chocolate coins, 

Advent calendars, chocolate 
Christmas puddings and 

nativity scenes. 
 

 

 

Happy Christmas  
to all our readers! 



 

Santa’s back! 
A short story from the Sunday School 
 

 

The calendar on the wall says ‘December 26th’ and if you looked out of any 

of the windows all you would see would be miles and miles of snow.  

Santa’s Workshops, The North Pole, was all quiet.  The sun streams in the 

windows and everything inside is neat and tidy, but empty.  The elf beds 

are empty, the reindeer stalls are empty and no matter which room you 

look into, you won’t find a soul. The only sound to be heard is a little 

mouse scratching about the workshop floor and if you stopped to ask him 

where everyone was he would look very surprised.  “Why, don’t you know? 

Has no one told you? Everyone is on holiday!” he would squeak and think 

you very silly for expecting Santa to be home. 
 

You see, just like everyone else, Santa needs a holiday.  After all, he has a 

very busy job.  So on the 26th of December as you and your family play 

with all the toys and eat too many chocolates in front of the telly, Santa, 

Mrs Claus and all the Elves pack up and go on holiday. 
 

Most of the Elves go back home to spend some time with their families, to 

catch up with their friends and to put their feet up for a while. The Elves 

come from many different countries around the World – Even Scotland – 

so if you ever see someone with very pointed years and very rosy cheeks 

wandering around Toys-r-Us or Jenners Toy Department – it could be an 

Elf checking out all the toys to report back to Santa. It’s hard work these 

days to keep up with all the new toys that are about and Santa needs to 

know just what a Fimble or a Bayblade is when someone asks for one on 

their Santa list. 
 

Well if you do see one of his Elves, just smile and wink.  

That is the Elf way of saying hello quietly.  Elves don’t 

like lots of noise! 
 

Once the last Elf has clicked his fingers, stamped his 

feet and disappeared up the chimney in a puff of smoke 

(Elves get travel sick any other way), Santa Claus and 

Mrs Claus pack up the sleigh. This time it is full of 

holiday clothes instead of toys.  As usual Mrs Claus has 

packed far too many clothes and there is always some 

grumbling as she has to leave a suitcase behind!  As soon as the reindeers 

are harnessed to the sleigh, Santa slaps the reins and with a great swish, 

off they go, high up into the air, above the clouds. 
 

They’re very favourite holiday spot is a little desert island in the middle of 

the ocean.  It’s very private and no one else ever visits.  In fact, no one 

else knows it’s there – well, except for Santa’s brother, as he owns it!  He 



bought it from a wizard who had put an invisibility spell on it.  You have to 

know the password to find it.  Santa’s brother George is a bit of a joker – 

the password is ho ho ho – just because it makes him laugh to hear Santa 

say it.  Santa just rolls his eyes and sighs, but he doesn’t really mind. 
 

Santa loves to spend time paddling in the sea and sunbathing, with suntan 

cream of course,– even Rudolf gets some on his rather sensitive nose! 

After all those mincepies and cookies, Santa needs some exercise too and 

he loves to play tennis. I bet you didn’t know that Santa is actually very 

good at tennis and played at Wimbledon a few times when he was 

younger.  Don’t look so surprised – he hasn’t always had the beard and 

belly you know! 
 

The reindeer love nothing better than splashing about in the warm tropical 

sea and have developed quite a taste for coconuts.  The only trouble is 

that Prancer and Comet tend to eat too many and then they get terrible 

tummy aches!     
 

Mrs Claus on the other hand, prefers to lounge by the 

pool and read her favourite books – I was sure I spotted 

Harry Potter and The Goblet of Fire in her suitcase and I 

know for certain that she has Bridget Jones’s Diary – 

because she borrowed it from me.   

Between the noise of Santa bashing a ball about the 

tennis court with this brother George, and some very 

windy Reindeers over doing the coconuts, Mrs Claus is very glad that she 

brings her ear plugs with her.  However, It also means that she doesn’t 

hear the warning shouts when a stray tennis ball comes her way.  I think 

she has lost count of the times a tennis ball has ended up in her fruit 

punch! 
 

Well, it doesn’t take long before, like all of us have found on holiday, it is 

time to go home.  Everything is packed up and tidied away.  Mrs Claus has 

to try and pack all her things back into her overstuffed suitcase and Santa 

has a terrible time trying to round up the reindeer who want to eat ‘just 

one more coconut’ before they go. 
 

Soon, however, they are all flying through the air again, feeling the air 

cool on their faces as they get nearer and nearer home. 
 

The calendar on the wall says ‘December 26th’ and if you looked out of any 

of the windows all you would see would be miles and miles of snow.  

Santa’s Workshops, The North Pole, is not all quiet however. Where a little 

while ago the sun streamed in on empty beds and work benches, there is 

now a noisy group of Elves (well, noisy by Elves standards), hugging, 

kissing and shouting greetings.  There are suitcases everywhere.  Piles of 

postcards and sweeties are exchanged, and family photos and souvenirs 

are past back and forward.  All the elves are happy to be back and eager 

to start working for Christmas. 



Bell-tower Craik 
More tea Vicar? 

 

A young boy had just passed his driving test. He asked his father, who was 

a minister, if they could discuss the use of the family car. His father took 

him to his study and said to him, "I'll make a deal with you. You improve 

your exam results, study your bible a little and get your hair cut and we'll 

talk about it." 
  

After about a month the boy came back and again asked his father if they 

could discuss use of the car. 
  

They again went to the father's study where his father said, "Son, I've 

been really proud of you. You have improved your exam results, you've 

studied your bible diligently, but you didn't get your hair cut!" 
  

The young man waited a moment and replied, "You 

know Dad, I've been thinking about that. You know, 

Samson had long hair, Moses had long hair, Noah had 

long hair, and even Jesus had long hair...." 
  

To which his father replied... "Yes, you're right... 

and they also WALKED every where they went!" 
 

 

A Prayer 
 

O God, grant me the senility 
to forget the people 
I never liked anyway,  

the good fortune to run into   
the ones I do like  

and the eyesight to tell the 
difference.  

 
 

 



 

Which way 

is this bus  

travelling? 

To the left 

or to the 

right?   

Can't make up your mind? Look carefully 

at the picture again. 

Still don't know? Pre-schoolers all over 

the United Kingdom were shown this 

picture asked the same question.  

90% of the pre-schooler's gave this 

answer. "The bus is travelling to the 

right."  

When asked, "Why do you think the bus 

is travelling to the right?"  

They answered: "Because you can't see 

the door to get on the bus."  

How do you feel now ??? 

I know, me too.  
 

Excuses 
Every minister to serve a parish has heard his share of excuses from 

members that somehow don't make it to church regularly. To make it 

possible for everyone to attend church, a witty minister put this in his 

church newsletter:  

This Sunday, we are going to have a special "No Excuse Sunday"  

• Beds will be placed in the foyer for those who say, "Sunday is my only 

day to sleep in."  

• There will be a special section with lounge chairs for those who feel 

that our pews are too hard.  

• Eye drops will be available for those with tired eyes from watching TV 

late Saturday night.  

• We will have steel helmets for those who say, "The roof would cave in 

if I ever came to church."  

• Blankets will be furnished for those who think the church is too cold, 

and fans for those who say it is too hot.  

• We will distribute "Stamp Out Stewardship" badges for those that feel 

the church is always asking for money.  

• One section will be devoted to trees and grass for those who like to 

seek God in nature.  

• Doctors and nurses will be in attendance for those who plan to be sick 

on Sunday.  

• We will provide hearing aids for those who can't hear the minister and 

cotton balls for those who think he's too loud.  

• The sanctuary will be decorated with both Christmas poinsettias and 

Easter lilies for those who never have seen the church without them. 
 

 



 

CHURCH ORDERS (PEEBLES) 
 

 

READERS 

December 2 Ronald Ireland Isaiah 2:1-5 

St Matthew 24:36-44 
    

 9 Margaret Ireland Isaiah 11:1-10 

St Matthew 3:1-12 
    

 16 Rachel Forsyth Isaiah 35:1-10 

St Matthew 11:2-11 
    

 23 Frances Carrol Isaiah 7:10-16 

St Matthew 1:18-25 
    

 30 Tom Swanston Words and Music/Carols 
    

January 6 Tom Fairbairn Isaiah 60:1-6 

St Matthew 2:1-12 
    

 13 Alan Douglas Isaiah 42:1-9 

St Matthew 3:13-17 
    

 20 UNITED SERVICE  
    

 27 Isabelle Coghill Isaiah 9:1-4 

St Matthew 4:12-23 
    

    

DUTY ELDERS 

  North South 

December   Archie Cameron Alastair Fleming 

 Jim Edgar Fiona Fleming 

 Sheena Edgar Bob Gregory 
    

January  Drew Lowe David Annand 

  Tom McAndrew Douglas Kesting 
    

SHORT ORDERS OF HOLY COMMUNION 

December 30th Douglas Kesting Drew Lowe 

  Eddie Knowles Ruby Buchan 

    

    
    

THE BELLS! THE BELLS! 

December 2nd Roger Trueman 

 9th Fiona Taylor 

 16th Joann Mellors 

 23rd Margaret Ireland 

 30th Angus Russel  
    



 

CONGREGATIONAL REGISTER 
 
 

PEEBLES 
MARRIAGE 
10th November Miss Fiona Graham to Mr Steven Ker             

               now living in Edinburgh 
DEATH 

31st October     Mr George Stavert, 63 Glensax Road, Peebles 
 

 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES 
 

PEEBLES 
 

 

December    
Sunday 
2nd 

10am 
6pm  

First Sunday in Advent, Morning Worship 
Monthly Evening Service (Nehemiah 5) 

   

Sunday 
9th 

10am Second Sunday in Advent, Morning 
Worship 

   

Sunday 

16th 

10am 

 
6pm 

Third Sunday in Advent, Morning Worship 

conducted by Malcolm Jefferson 
Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 

   

Friday 21st 10am 
11.45am 

Peebles Primary School’ Christmas Service 
Peebles High School Christmas Service 

   

Sunday 

23rd 

10am Fourth Sunday in Advent, Morning Worship 

   

Monday 
24th 

11.30p
m 

Christmas Eve Watchnight Service 
The Bethlehem Street-sweeper’s Story by 

John Slater related by Ronald L Stephen 
   

Tuesday 
25th 

10am Short Christmas Day Family Service 

   

Sunday 
30th 

10am Service of Words and Music for Christmas 
followed by Short Order of Holy 

Communion 
   

January   
Sunday 

6th 

10am 

 
6pm 

Epiphany, Morning Service 

Monthly Evening Service (Nehemiah 6:1-9) 



 

OFFERINGS Peebles & Eddleston 
 

 

PEEBLES November  
2007 

Year to 
Date  

Last Year to 
Date  

Covenants £6,307.00 £34,772.00 £33,331.00 

FWO £1,140.00 £13,140.00 £12,432.00 
Open Plate £619.00 £6,150.00 £5,453.00 

Collection Boxes £14.00 £1,180.00 £1,802.00 
Total £8,080.00 £55,242.00 £53,018.00 
Budget £8,000.00 £53,000.00  

Surplus/(Deficit)   £80.00 £2,242  
    

EDDLESTON   
Total Offerings for November 2007  £626.50 

Total Offerings for November 2006  £609.22 
Total Offerings for 11 months 2007  £6848.73 
Total Offerings for 11 months 2006  £6090.54 

Surplus/(Deficit)   758.19 

 
 

Please let the magazine editor know! 
 

Got an event happening within the church and would like 
people to know about it? Let the editor know, so it would be a 

great help if articles or intimations for the December magazine be 
sent  in by Thursday 2oth December to David MacFarlane on 01721 
723344 or 07711851611 or preferably e-mail: 

D.j.macfarlane@btinternet.com  
 

And please let the Web-master know too!  
 

Often the most effective and immediate way is to put it on the topcop 
website so let Willie know. Willie Nicoll on 01896 833508 or preferably 
e-mail: webmaster@topcop.org.uk 
 

Articles or contributions for any of the sections in the 
magazine are also welcomed. Humour, recipes, poetry, travel. 

About 300-400 words will fill a page but don’t restrict yourself to just 
one! 
 

 



 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES 
 

EDDLESTON 
 

   

December   
Sunday 2nd 11.45am First Sunday in Advent, Morning Worship 
   

Sunday 9th 11.45am Second Sunday in Advent, All-age 
Morning Worship 

   

Sunday 

16th 

11.45am Third Sunday in Advent, Morning 

Worship conducted by Malcolm Jefferson 
   

Friday 21st 1.15pm 
6.30pm 

Eddleston Primary School Service 
Presentation by the Junior Choir-  

“The Bell that Cried” 
   

Sunday 

23rd 

11.45am Service of Lessons and Carols and 

GIFT DAY 
   

Monday 

24th 

6.30pm Christmas Eve Family Service 

   

Sunday 
30th 

6pm Service of Carols with Peebles Burgh 
Silver Band 

   

January   
Sunday 6th 11.45am Epiphany, Morning Worship 
   

 
 

 

Would you like your own copy each month? 

Well help is at hand… just fill in and post this form! 
 

 

To: 

Miss Marianne Ewart, 23 Cuddyside, Peebles EH45 8EN (721964) or 
Mrs Ruby Buchan, 14 Kingsland Square, Peebles EH45 8EZ (721048) 
 

Your name …………………………………………………………………… 
 

Your address………………………………………………………………… 
 

I’m happy to enclose a donation of £…....... towards the cost of the 

Magazine, and what a bargain it is! 
Please make cheques payable to “The Old Parish Church of Peebles” 
 

 



FLOWER CALENDAR 
Convenor: Mrs Maureen Collier 
(724633) 
 
 

 

2 Donors The Affleck Family, Bourne, Lincs. 

Mrs Gilchrist, Eliots Park 

 Arranger Liz Trueman 

 Distributor Mrs Peattie, Springhill Road 

9  CHRISTMAS ARRANGEMENTS 

 Donor June Grandison 

16  CHRISTMAS ARRANGEMENTS 

23  CHRISTMAS ARRANGEMENTS D
e
c
e
m

b
e
r
 

30  CHRISTMAS ARRANGEMENTS 

 

TOPCOoks 
Can you help? TOPCOok is running low on recipes and has 

decided to have a month off but is certain you’ve got 

something up your sleeve that could do with an airing! Like 

to share your favourite recipe…then please send them in. 

 
 

Please have a look at our website 

www.topcop.org.uk 
where you can order a copy of the  
TOPCOP Calendar and Miscellany 

 
 

 
 

6 Donor Mrs A Edgar, Northumberland 

 Arranger Margaret Percy-Robb 

 Distributor Liz Trueman 

13 Donor Margaret Ireland, Loaningwood 

 Arranger Audrey Annand 

 Distributor Marianne Ewart, Cuddyside 

20 Donors Mrs Thomson, Kingsmuir Drive 

Mr Forrest, Edderston Ridge 

 Arranger Eileen Williamson 

 Distributor Eileen Williamson 

27 Donors Mrs B Peat, South Park 

Mrs A Goodburn, Innerleithen ROad 

 Arranger Maureen Collier 

J
a
n
u
a
r
y
 

 Distributor Janet Macdougall, The Manse 



Who’s Who At Peebles & Eddleston 
 

 

Minister: The Reverend 
Calum Macdougall 

The Manse, Innerleithen 

Road, Peebles.  

01721 720568  

calum@topcop.org.uk 

 

 

Student Minister:  
Malcolm Jefferson 
Cardrona, Peebles. 

jeffersons@tesco.net 

 

Session Clerk:  
Angus Russel  

9 Craigerne Drive, Peebles.  

01721 720583 

angus@topcop.org.uk 

 

 

Session Clerk:  
Sheena Edgar 

11 Millwell Park, 

Innerleithen.   

01896 831685 

sheena@topcop.org.uk 
 

Treasurer:  
Alan Douglas 

3 Edderston Ridge, Peebles.  

01721 723038 

 

 

Organist & Choirmaster: 
Andrew Russel 
Glensax, Bonnington Road, 

Peebles.  

01721 721127 

music@topcop.org.uk 
 

Roll Keeper:  
Alison Duncan 

14 Crossburn Farm Road, 

Peebles.  

01721 721033 

 

 

Beadle:  
Edward Knowles 
56 Elliots Park, Peebles. 

01721 722860 

 

Hall-keeper:  
Tess Goodwin 

16 Elcho Street, Peebles.  

01721 720674 

 

 

Eddleston Session Clerk: 
Margaret Love 

11 Old Manse Road, 

Eddleston. 

01721 730263 

 

Eddleston Treasurer: 

Archie Smellie 
Hattonknowe, Eddleston.  

01721 730282 

 

 

Eddleston Organist: 

Lorraine Mulholland 
Millbank, Eddleston.  

01721 730332 

 

 

Web Editor:  
Willie Nicoll 

Cardrona, Peebles. 

01896 833508 

webmaster@topcop.org.uk 

 

Magazine Editor: 

David MacFarlane 
6 Glen Crescent 

Peebles 

01721 723344 

magazine@topcop.org.uk 
 

Obviously this isn’t everyone…have look through the 
revised TOPCOP Directory that is with this magazine.  

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

He will bring new light to a world in 
darkness, like a bright star shining in the 

skies above. 
He will bring new hope to the waiting 

nations. 
When he comes to reign in purity and love. 
Let the earth rejoice at the Saviour's coming. 
Let the heavens answer with the joyful morn: 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

Hear the angels singing, 'Christ is born'. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


