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Thanks to Angus Russel for this copy of Roland 
Portchmouth’s famous image of TOPCOP.   
Does anyone out there have one of the original blue 
tinted ones? 



 

Pastoral letter 
June 2008 

 
Most parish ministers have the opportunity to attend the 
General Assembly every three years and so, as my name 
was near the top of the rota this time round, I have 
recently finished my week-long stint on The Mound in 
Edinburgh. 
 

It was a good Assembly.  The Moderator, The Right Rev. 
David Lunan was very inspiring in his conduct of daily 
worship.  The standard of debate was high – I can say 
that because I wasn’t much involved in the debating 
other than as a concerned listener – and there was a 
good measure of enthusiasm, indeed passion, in 
evidence among the many who did speak.  I certainly 
recommend to church members that they spend at least 
part of a day in the public gallery just to get a taste of 
what goes on.  I know that I always return from the 
Assembly with renewed enthusiasm. 

 

…the Church should be concentrating more of its 

energies in the community beyond the congregation 
 

 

For many folk who attend the General Assembly 
perhaps the most valuable aspect of all is that the 
experience broadens the perspective of “church” 
beyond the local congregation.  The wider view 
illuminates our understanding of the nature of the 
Church as we hear of what is happening in other 
congregations across Scotland and, through the 
representatives from the world Church, far beyond 
Scotland.  This broader perspective is so vital to the 
well-being of the Church, lest we become too inward-
looking. 
 

It was for that very reason that the recent visit to our 
congregations on behalf of Presbytery by The Rev 
Samuel Siroky was so enriching.  In his thoughtful 



and often humorous address Samuel communicated 
the telling insights of one who had been able to view 
the lives of our churches from the perspective of the 
outsider.   
 

Sadly, attendances in both churches were a little 
disappointing on the morning Samuel was with us 
and so I’m very grateful to him for allowing me to 
quote from his sermon.  Based on St Luke’s account 
of the Easter evening encounter on the road to 
Emmaus, Samuel suggested there were critical 
lessons not only for Peebles Old and Eddleston but for 
the Church as a whole. 
 

First, the Church should be concentrating more of its 
energies in the community beyond the congregation.  
We should not be "locked behind the doors of our 
institutions but on the road with those who are 
disappointed and who need our reassurance. We 
need to spend more time journeying with people 
where they are and not to expect them to 
automatically come to us.” 
 

Secondly, we need to ask ourselves: “Are we not 
sometimes those who just preach at people?  Do we 
really listen to people, do we take notice of where 
they are, who they are and what their situation is?” 
 

Finally, Samuel suggested that “in meeting the risen 
Christ, it is time for us to move on from complaining 
and disappointments to appreciating and participating 
in God’s presence where we are. Despite everything – 
the indifference to God, the hectic lifestyle, the 
mistakes of the Church, the presence of Christ has 
been and still is evident and real among people - 
here in Peebles and Eddleston.” 
 

We thank Samuel Siroky for coming to us and hope 
that we can all take inspiration from his words. 
 
With love, 

Calum Macdougall 
 
 



 

News from our organisations 

What we’re up to. 
 

 

COMMUNICANTS’ GROUP 
 

There’s a Communicants’ Group at the Old Parish Church, running 
until the end of June.  Anyone interested in coming along to explore 
issues of Christian faith and Church membership is very warmly 
invited, with no obligation whatsoever to proceed to Public 
Profession of Faith.  Each of the meetings will last no more than 
one hour and the format will be informal and relaxed. Please 
contact Calum on 720568. 
  

PARISH TODDLERS 
 

Just To let you all know that Tuesday 17th 
June will be our last Toddlers this session. 
We will be having a “Beltane Party” that 
morning and you are all welcome to come 
in Fancy dress, (come as a character from 
the Beltane) or come in Red and White 
(Peebles colours) We will then be on 
holiday for the Summer and will restart 
Tuesday on August 26th at 10am. 
 

We have donated £40 to Christian Aid this 
year and also will make a donation of £300 
to the Round Table Playground Appeal that is on the go at the 
moment.  
Thank you for your support of Toddlers over the last year and good 
luck to all the children leaving us to go on to Playgroup, Nursery 
and School. 
 

A HUGE thanks also to the ladies who have come to make us the 
tea/coffee for us, without them we would be struggling to keep the 
group going 
 

Have a lovely summer and we hope that the sun shines wherever 
you are! 
 

Elspeth and Val 



GUILD OF FRIENDSHIP THANKS 
  

Marjorie would like to thank everyone for their generosity and who 
contributed in any way towards the recent coffee morning to make 
it a very successful, happy occasion.  The total raised was £905 

 

Parking in front of the church steps 
 

Please be careful…we’ve heard of one or two tickets 
being issued to cars parked in front of the steps. 
There are plans to arrange a “permit” system to 
those on business in the church but in the 
meantime don’t be the next parker to collect a 
parking ticket. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

How do I arrange transport to 

and from church? 
 

If you’d like transport to and from church 
on Sunday mornings please contact 

Tom McAndrew on 720078 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 

Our intrepid jumper is none other than 

Russell Copeland. Clearly his Beltane horse 
wasn’t high enough and so he’s decided to 

throw himself out of an aircraft in aid of our 

Disabled Access Project. 
 

His jump is planned for August and we’ll keep you 

informed of the date nearer the event. You might even 
want to go along and watch him do it once we reveal 
the location. And no he’s not planning to land on the 

TOPCOP spire during a service. 
 

Russell’s jump presents us with a rare opportunity; the 
chance to pay a member of the constabulary to jump. 

So let’s not be stingy with the sponsorship and make 
Russell’s fall worthwhile. Just imagine…what would 
you pay to not have to do it yourself? 
 

Nearer the event you can catch Russell in the 

MacFarlane Hall after church on Sunday and add 
your name to his sponsor list…go on give our 

Disabled Access Project and Russell a push! 
 

 

Our “jumper” is revealed… 

 

at last!   

He’s 
smiling 
now! 



 
 

 

Praise & Worship Service at  
St Andrew's Leckie,  

to which all are welcome. 
  

The services are designed to have a contemporary feel, with 

a mixture of well known hymns and some newer praise 

songs.  The services start at 6pm on the 2nd Sunday of each 

month, with tea & coffee served beforehand at 5-30 in the 
church.  We're currently taking as our theme the book of 

Acts and the growth of the early church.  The service is led 
by members of different Peebles congregations - we 
warmly invite you to join us for these services, which 
we are sure you will find enjoyable and stimulating. 

Last service in the series is June 8th.                                                                                    
Barry Hughes 

IT’S HERE!IT’S HERE!IT’S HERE!IT’S HERE!    

Janet’s saleJanet’s saleJanet’s saleJanet’s sale    
In aid of In aid of In aid of In aid of Disabled AccessDisabled AccessDisabled AccessDisabled Access    

1st 1st 1st 1st –––– 5th July 5th July 5th July 5th July    
Daily from 10am to 4pmDaily from 10am to 4pmDaily from 10am to 4pmDaily from 10am to 4pm    

MacFarlane HallMacFarlane HallMacFarlane HallMacFarlane Hall    

Stalls will include: Toys, Stalls will include: Toys, Stalls will include: Toys, Stalls will include: Toys, 
Books, DVDsBooks, DVDsBooks, DVDsBooks, DVDs,,,, CDs CDs CDs CDs,,,, Clothes,  Clothes,  Clothes,  Clothes, 
Linens, bricLinens, bricLinens, bricLinens, bric----aaaa----brac, unwanted brac, unwanted brac, unwanted brac, unwanted 

presents.presents.presents.presents.    
    

Tea & Coffee in the wee hall with Tea & Coffee in the wee hall with Tea & Coffee in the wee hall with Tea & Coffee in the wee hall with 
fresh daily baking.fresh daily baking.fresh daily baking.fresh daily baking.    

    

Please bring all donations to the Please bring all donations to the Please bring all donations to the Please bring all donations to the 
hahahahall on 30ll on 30ll on 30ll on 30thththth June  June  June  June     

or ‘phone Janet on 720568or ‘phone Janet on 720568or ‘phone Janet on 720568or ‘phone Janet on 720568    



Forties’ NightForties’ NightForties’ NightForties’ Night    
In the MacFarlane Hall 

 

Saturday 8th NovemberSaturday 8th NovemberSaturday 8th NovemberSaturday 8th November    
7 for 7.30pm 

 

 
 

Tickets £10 in aid of the  
disabled access project 
includes supper (off ration)  
and entertainment. 

 

PERIOD COSTUME NOT ESSENTIAL PERIOD COSTUME NOT ESSENTIAL PERIOD COSTUME NOT ESSENTIAL PERIOD COSTUME NOT ESSENTIAL BUT VBUT VBUT VBUT VERY MUCH ENCOURAGED ERY MUCH ENCOURAGED ERY MUCH ENCOURAGED ERY MUCH ENCOURAGED     

Make a date in your diary for our………… 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A 1940s Evening is a new departure for TOPCOP and we ask you to put the date in 
your diary and your thinking-cap on your head! 
Tickets will be available nearer the time.Tickets will be available nearer the time.Tickets will be available nearer the time.Tickets will be available nearer the time.    
 

The theme is anything to do with the 1940s, and although you don’t have to dress 
up, we hope as many people as possible will do so. To encourage you, there will be 
prizes for the best-dressed and most original characters. Here are some ideas to 
start you off: 
 

• Uniform for any of the Services 

• Characters from Dad’s Army or other TV 
series 

• Land Girls 

• ARP Personnel 

• Evacuees 

• ‘Spiv’ 

• 1940s stars of stage,screen and radio 
 

Many costumes can be cobbled together with what you have at home, and it’s 
amazing what you can do with a little ingenuity and raking through granny’s old 
wardrobe!  If you want professional advice, the staff at Fancy Creations, 100 High St 
Galashiels (Tel 01896 753587) are very helpful and have costumes for hire, including 
some uniforms and also ladies’ wigs, which is helpful if you fancy a 1940s hairdo and 
have short hair!  
 

Do the ‘jitterbug’ Do the ‘jitterbug’ Do the ‘jitterbug’ Do the ‘jitterbug’ 
if you dare !if you dare !if you dare !if you dare !    

See what’s under See what’s under See what’s under See what’s under 
the counter on the counter on the counter on the counter on 
the ‘Black market’the ‘Black market’the ‘Black market’the ‘Black market’    

Find the  Find the  Find the  Find the  
unexploded bombunexploded bombunexploded bombunexploded bomb 



 
 

Thank you to all who helped at events, collected envelopes and 
donated money during Christian Aid Week 2008.  Once again, the 
commitment from across the churches and community in Peebles was a 
real encouragement and we do thank you for your support. 
The money raised is still being finally counted and collected, however 
the total banked as of 21st May is £11,990 (2007 final total: £11,650), 
with more expected to be added to take this total over £12,000.  That’s 
a great effort in a year when the rising costs of fuel, food and mortgage 
repayments mean that household finances are more stretched than 
ever.  However it shows a deep concern in Peebles for the welfare of 
the poorest people in the world, especially in light of the recent natural 
disasters in Burma and China. 
 

To date, the estimated total breaks down between events as follows: 
House to House Collection £7,864 
Family Ceilidh   £400 
Market Stall    £452 
Supermarket Pack   £1,171 
Saturdays Events *  £1,403 
General Donations  £700 
Total to date:  £11,990 
* (Saturday’s events in the Leckie Memorial Church and Grounds 
included teas, coffees, plant, toy, book and cask stalls and bouncy 
castle) 
 

Christian Aid are hoping to have raised £15 million across the UK 
during Christian Aid week.  The money raised will be used by Christian 
Aid’s partner organisations around the world to help the poor, those 
affected by HIV and those living with the effects of climate change or 
natural disasters.  We’ve seen in recent weeks the devastating effect of 
Cyclone Nargis on communities in Burma.  Christian Aid's local partners 



are on the ground responding to the needs of survivors,  distributing 
water purification tablets, blankets, plastic sheeting and medicines to 
200,000 people in the worst-hit areas.  Handing out rice, oil, salt, 
clothing, mats, baby blankets, mosquito nets, medicines and 
rehydration solutions to 68,000 people in 58 temporary relief camps 
across the Irrawaddy delta. 
 

Thank you, from the Peebles & District Christian Aid Committee, 
Christian Aid, its partners and those it’s helping in Burma and across 
the world, for your efforts this Christian Aid Week. 
 

Graeme & Emma Herd 
Joint Secretary of the Peebles & District Christian Aid Committee 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Please recycle this magazine…or pass it on. 
Would be nice if you read it first though! 

A timely blast from the past thanks to Bob Harrison. The Peebles Fire 
Brigade had an unexpected visit to TOPCOP at Pentecost aptly; but 
can you name the year and the reason for their call? And is that 
Margaret Barrie leaving the scene? 
 



 

The fifth in a series about our committees 

Youth Committee 
Who they are and what they do 

 

The committee members are Drew Lowe (Chair), Eddie Knowles, Val Shaw, 
Alistair Cummings and Archie Cameron. 
 

On Thursday 8th November 2007, the Peebles’ Churches agreed to take 
part in a joint initiative. Financial support for this and some future events 
was provided by the Peebles’ Council of Churches. We took over the 
Eastgate Theatre for the night to operate as a Youth Café – the event 
being called “Toast”. 
 

Our main task was to build up relationships with High School aged young 
people through numerous activities. Approximately 60 young people had a 
most enjoyable night listening to local bands, playing pool, table-tennis, 
virtual racing car driving, WII games and singing using a Karaoke machine.  
Some just sat and chatted over coffee. The evening was well supervised by 
volunteers and the local Police dropped in to add their support. 
 

A similar event will take place on Saturday, 9th February 2008 with a few 
changes based on knowledge gained from that first event. This is a real 
attempt to meet young people away from our home patch (the Church 
building). You may not know this but 90% of Scotland’s young people do 
not enter a Church! 
 

As a group we do not have any magic answers on hand to involve more 
teenagers in the life of the Church but we are endeavouring to use the 
statement of values taken from the Church of Scotland’s Mission and 
Discipleship Council’s “Strategy for Young People“ 
The values are as follows: 
• Treat all young people with respect. 
• Respect and promote young people’s rights to make their own decisions 

and choices. 
• Promote and ensure the welfare and safety of young people in their 

communities. 
• Contribute towards the promotion of social justice and inclusion for 

young people. 
• Allow young people to have a voice in all aspects of church life and to 

help to be heard in the wider community. 
• Allow young people to identify their own learning needs and be 

involved in the preparation and delivery of appropriate learning 
programmes and experiences. 

  
The above values give us a framework for our thinking. 
 



Young people need our support and I would like to ask anyone in our 
community with good ideas to bring them to our attention so that, as a 
Youth Committee, we could consider them. 
 

Young people are not born good or bad it is what we make of them. 
 

Looking forward to hearing from you. Drew Lowe. 
 
 
 

 

Now Here’s a Thought…  
Francis Dalrymple-Hamilton 
 

 

In 1962 the great Swiss theologian Karl Barth, who himself had written 
many books on the subject of Christian Theology, went on a lecturing 
tour in the USA to mark his professional retirement.   On one occasion 
he gave a press conference where a reporter asked him this question--
-‘Dr Barth what is the greatest thought that has ever passed through 

your mind?’ The great man 
thought for a moment and said, 
‘The greatest thought that has 
ever passed through my mind I 
this, “Jesus loves me this I know 
for the Bible tells me so.”’ 
 

This of course is the words of a 
hymn (564) which was written by 
Anna Bartlett Warner, who 
because her family was placed in 
difficult circumstances turned to 

writing as a means of revenue. It was in the midst of this career that 
she wrote this hymn which is known not only to great theologians like 
Karl Barth, but also to everyone who cares to learn it. The following 
story is told about it. 
 

The Rev. Dr. Jacob Chamberlain, who in the nineteenth century worked 
for many years in India, wrote as follows regarding this hymn, long one 
of the most popular children’s songs in the world: “Many years ago I 
translated into Telegu the children’s hymn, ‘Jesus loves me’ and taught 
it to the children of our day-school. Scarcely a week later, as I was go-
ing through the narrow streets of the native town on horseback, I heard 
singing that sounded natural, down a side street. I stopped to listen, 
cautiously drawing up to the corner, where unobserved I could look 

Karl Barth 
 



down the street and see and hear. And there was a little heathen boy, 
with heathen men and women standing around him, singing away at 
the top of his voice: ‘Jesus loves me this I know…’ 
 

As he completed the verse some one asked the question: ‘Sonny, where 
did you learn that song?’ ‘Over at the Missionary School,’ was the an-

swer. ‘Who is that Jesus, and what is the Bible?’ 
‘Oh! the Bible is the book from God, they say, to 
teach us how to get to heaven, and Jesus is the 
name of the divine Redeemer that came into the 
world to save us from our sins; that is what the 
missionaries say.’ ‘Well, the song is a nice one. 
Come, sing us some more.’ And so the little boy 
went on—a heathen himself, and singing to the 
heathen—about Jesus and his love. ‘That is preach-
ing the Gospel by proxy,’ I said to myself, as I 
turned my pony and rode away, well satisfied to 

leave my little proxy to tell his interested audience all he himself knew, 
and sing to them over and over that sweet song of salvation.” 
 

Truly,  ‘Jesus loves me, this I know,’  Is one of the great hymns of our 
hymnbook which states in simple terms the core beliefs of the faith 
which we hold to and live by every day. 

 
 

Please have a look at our website 

topcop.org.uk 
There’s useful information and things to see there.

 
 

 

Thanks to all who have contributed to this 

edition of the magazine.  
 

If you’ve an event happening within the church and would like 
people to know about it through this magazine? Let the editor 
know, so it would be a great help if articles or intimations for the July 
magazine be sent in by Thursday 24th June to David MacFarlane on 
07711 851611 or preferably e-mail: D.j.macfarlane@btinternet.com  
 
 

Articles or contributions for any of the sections in the magazine 

are welcomed. Humour, recipes, poetry, travel. About 300-400 words 
will fill a page but don’t restrict yourself to just one! 
 

 

Anna Bartlett 

Warner 



 

Who we are 
Getting to know some of the people involved in our church. 
This month here’s someone we know but never meet! 

Our Roving Correspondent 
 

What’s your day job: Browsing through travel brochures and planning 
my next trip – that’s when I’m not actually travelling or writing for the Best 
Church Mag In Scotland ! 
 

Got a favourite food ?; The scrambled eggs at breakfast in K+K Hotels in 
Budapest and Vienna are to die for. 
 

Got any famous relatives: Not that I can think of but I am scouring the 
globe looking to see if I can find any. 
 

What’s on the CD player in your car: I have no time to listen to that in 
the car as I am so busy listening to the satellite navigation lady giving me 
directions to my next destination.  
 

Best career move: Giving up my old day job to write for the Best Church 
Mag In The UK! 
 

What’s your ambition for TOPCOP: To carry our message to the folks 
out there that we are a friendly, outgoing and welcoming church. 
 

Ideal length of sermon: My attention span is about 7 minutes before I 
start to think about my next trip. 
 

Do you have a favourite book ? The Atlas of the World 
 

What’s important to you ? : My travelling companions, be they friends 
or relations, and, of course, my computer to write it all down for the Best 
Church Mag In Europe. 
 

What is your greatest strength/weakness: Remaining anonymous and 
a mystery to all. 
 

What are your other interests ? That’s a mystery too ! 
 

Got a favourite hymn/anthem ? ‘Look at the World’, by John Rutter. 
 

If you were to write a book, what would it be about ? I don’t think I’ll 
bother with a book. Writing for the Best Church Mag In The World gives 
me enough job satisfaction. 
 

Anything else we should know ?: Now that would be giving away too 
many secrets ! 
 

 

Thank you to those who took the time to respond at the end of last year 

and the editor is looking for more brave souls to have their souls bared in 

this column. There are entry forms in the MacFarlane Hall or they can be e-

mailed to you. Just send a message to editor@topcop.org.uk  
 



 

Bells Service 
Sunday 25th May 

 

"What is a church?  -  Our sexton tells, 

'Tis a tall building, with a tower and bells."   

(George Crabbe: 1754 -1832) 
 

The Bells Service was unique in its concept and its content. For the 

half-hour before the start of the service, a fine selection of hymn tunes 

was played by the ringers (pictured below) and conveyed into the 

church by the ingenuity and electrical expertise of John Scott. During 

the offering, the congregation enjoyed Anne's playing of "Come ower 

the hills tae Peebles". When the Sunday School took its place in the 

service, Calum pointed out the importance of bells in our lives and 

asked the children to give examples - door bell, school bell, alarm bell, 

bicycle bell. Finally, he pointed out to them that anyone who reaches 

the grand old age of 100, will be serenaded by "Happy Birthday" being 

rung for the occasion.  Rachel MacFarlane and Lewis Copeland, with 

handbells, assisted Calum in leading the congregation in a short song. 

The closing voluntary, "Highland Cathedral", was an ambitious 

rendition, combining bells and organ. Congratulations to Angus Russel 

on the bells and son Andrew on the organ. 
 

The congregation thanks Anne Derrick for all her organisation, her 

encouragement and her enthusiasm for highlighting the place of the 

bells in the weekly worship of the church and for their regular, time-

keeping contribution to the life of Peebles. Long may the bells be heard 

from the Old Parish Church and "let our praise ring out from this place" 

for generations yet to come.  

 

 
 



 

What’s going on here? 
 

 

 
 

                                Is our Fabric Convener taking his job        
too seriously by recording every asset of TOPCOP for his 
records? Is he taking his interest in ornithology a bit too 
far? Is there to be a new column in this magazine? 

 
Well, neither we’re happy to report, he’s just started collecting the 
photographs of all the elders and office bearers or TOPCOP for the 
proposed information board in the church. So don’t ignore him if you 
see him with his camera…as he’ll seek you out eventually! It would be 
a great help if office bearers and elders could make themselves 
available after services in June so that the task doesn’t drag on. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Please recycle this magazine…or pass it on. 

It would be nice if you read it first though! 



A View from the Gallery 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The finest outlook in the house 
Disturbed by neither ghost nor 
mouse 
Here we gather, great and small 
Enthusiastic singers all 
Stalwarts who belie their years 
By climbing up and down the stairs. 
 
Up in front there are a few 
Who occupy the Guildry pew 
Return each week to hear again 
The first prayer to the last Amen 
A preference for a comfy station 
A view that meets the aspiration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I sit a little further back 
In case an absent-minded whack 
Results in something untoward 
Like CH4 going overboard 
Which would produce, it must be 
said, 
A nasty dent in someone’s head. 
 
Eye-level with the preacher’s 
stance 
We see the action at a glance 
The choir’s procession – nothing’s 
missed 
The talents of the organist 
The scene unfolding, page by page 
Upon this most dramatic stage. 
 

                            Fiona Taylor 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Do you have a favourite view 
of TOPCOP from your seat or 
anywhere else? Please let us 
know and we’ll be happy to 
share your outlook. 
 



Bell-tower Craik 
More tea Vicar? 

 

Hot Air! 

A man in a hot air balloon realised he was 
lost. He reduced altitude and  
spotted a woman below.  
 

He descended a bit more and shouted, 
'Excuse me, can you help me? I promised a 
friend I would meet him an hour ago, but I 
don't know where I am.'  
 

The woman below replied, 'You're in a hot 
air balloon hovering  

approximately 30 feet above the ground. You're between 40 and 41 
degrees north latitude and between 59 and 60 degrees west longitude.'  
 

'You must be in IT,' said the balloonist.  
 

'I am,' replied the woman, 'How did you know?'  
 

'Well,' answered the balloonist, 'everything you told me is technically  
correct, but I've no idea what to make of your information and the fact  
is I'm still lost. Frankly, you've not been much help at all. If  
anything, you've delayed my trip.'  
 

The woman below responded, 'You must be in Management.'  
 

'I am,' replied the balloonist, 'but how did you know?'  
 

'Well,' said the woman, 'you don't know where you are or where you're  
going. You have risen to where you are due to a large quantity of hot  
air. You made a promise, which you've no idea how to keep, and you  
expect people beneath you to solve your problems. The fact is you are in  
exactly the same position you were in before we met, but now, somehow,  
it's my fault.'   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“The congregation was 
wonderful,” said the visiting 
minister after the service. “They 
were so polite that they covered 
their mouths when they 
yawned.” 



Deaf Wife? 
 

A man feared his wife wasn't hearing as well as she used to and he 
thought she might need a hearing aid.  
  

Not quite sure how to approach her, he called the family Doctor to discuss 
the problem. 
 

The Doctor told him there is a simple, informal test the husband could 
perform to give the Doctor a better idea about her hearing  
loss. 
 

Here's what you do,' said the 
Doctor, 'stand about 40 feet 
away  
from her, and in a normal 
conversational speaking tone 
see if she  
hears you.  If not, go to 30 
feet, then 20 feet, and so on 
until you  
get a response.' 
 

That evening, the wife is in 
the kitchen cooking dinner, 
and he  
was in the garden.  
  

He says to himself, 'I'm about 
40 feet away, let's see what 
happens.'  
  

Then in a normal tone he asks, 'Honey, what's for dinner ?' 
No response. 
 

So the husband moves closer to the kitchen, about 30 feet from his wife 
and repeats, 'Honey, what's for dinner ?' 
Still no response. 
 

Next he moves into the dining room where he is about 20 feet from 
his wife and asks, 'Honey, what's for dinner ?' 
Again he gets no response. 
 

So, he walks up to the kitchen door, about 10 feet away.  
'Honey, what's for dinner ?'  
Again there is no response. 
 

So he walks right up behind her. 'Honey, what's for dinner?' 
  

'Ron, for the FIFTH time, CHICKEN !' 
 

 
 
 



 

A message 
from the 

magazine babes. 

 

 

People often ask us what a suitable donation is for this magazine every 
month when they complete the form below. Good question we say! 
 

This magazine is brought together and distributed by the good and 
tireless work of many individuals which of course is the free part…but 
we do use rather a lot of paper (if you’d like to save a tree or two you 
can access the magazine on the website www.topcop.org.uk/magazine) 
with at least 28 pages of A5, that’s 7 sheets of A4 in every copy and 
nearly 650 copies of each edition so 4550 (9 reams at around £5 a 
ream makes £45 each month or £540 a year) sheets of A4 every 
month. Add to that the cost of duplicating at approximately 2p per 
side, 14 sides a copy makes £180 per month or £2184 a year! So the 
production cost is somewhere in the region of £2,700 a year or 35p per 
copy. 
 

In the last year your donations towards the cost of the magazine 
totaled £1400 so you might like to consider or revise the donation you 
give?   
 
 

 

 

Would you like your own copy each month? 

Well help is at hand… just fill in and post this form! 
 

 

To: 
Miss Marianne Ewart, 23 Cuddyside, Peebles EH45 8EN (721964) or 
Mrs Ruby Buchan, 14 Kingsland Square, Peebles EH45 8EZ (721048) 
 

Your name …………………………………………………………………… 
 

Your address…………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

I’m happy to enclose a donation of £….... towards the cost of the 
Magazine, and what a bargain it is. 
Please make cheques payable to “The Old Parish Church of Peebles” 
 

 



TOPCOoks 
The TOPCook has been tempted by this fine risotto. 

If you’ve a favourite recipe you’d like to see 
featured here then pass it on to the editor. 

 

Spinach & Rocket Risotto 
Serves: 4 
 
Ingredients 
200g Spinach and rocket 
150ml water 
1 glass dry white wine 
400ml vegetable stock 
150g butter 
1 onion 
325g Aborio rice 
125g ricotta cheese 
25g Parmesan 
Sea salt and black pepper 
50g pine nuts 
 

Instructions 
Boil the spinach for 2 
minutes. Drain keeping the liquid, refresh in cold water and chop 
spinach finely. Mix the cooking water with the stock and white wine 
and keep warm.  
 
Then melt half the butter in a large, heavy pan, fry onions for five 
minutes until soft and transparent. Add rice and pine nuts and stir 
very well. Add some liquid, stirring until the rice has absorbed the 
liquid, add more stock, continue adding stock until it has reached 
the consistency desired, the rice should be al dente (which means 
to bite), about twenty minutes.  
 
Stir in the spinach, butter, seasoning, ricotta, Parmesan and serve. 
 

 

 

 

Please recycle this magazine…or pass it on. 
It would be nice if you read it first though! 

 



 

CHURCH ORDERS (PEEBLES) 
 

READERS 

June 1 All-age worship Psalm 46 
St Matthew 7:21-29 

    

 8 Alistair Robertson Genesis 12:1-9 
St Matthew 9:9-13,18-26 

    

 15 Janet Macdougall Genesis 18:1-15 
St Matthew 9:35-10:8 

    

 22 Graeme Murray Genesis 21:8-21 
St Matthew 10:24-39 

    

 29 Roger Trueman Genesis 22:1-14 
St Matthew 10:40-42 

    

July 6 John Moore Romans 7:15-25a 
St Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

    

 13 Daniel Scott Genesis 25:19-34 
St Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

    

 20 Willie McVicar Genesis 28:10-19a 
St Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

    

 27 Tom Fairbairn Genesis 29:15-28 
St Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

    

DUTY ELDERS 

  North South 
June  Archie Cameron Alastair Fleming 
  Tom McAndrew Fiona Fleming 
    

July  Bob Gregory David Annand 

  Iain McLeod Leonard Grandison 
    

SHORT ORDERS OF HOLY COMMUNION 

June  29th John Moore  

  Graeme Coulthard  

  Geoff Goldstraw  

  Elizabeth Parker  
    

THE BELLS! THE BELLS! 

June 1st Fiona Taylor & Angus Russel 
 8th Janette Mackison 
 15th Margaret Ireland  
Beltane Saturday Fiona Taylor & Anne Derrick 
 22nd Anne Derrick 
 29th   



 

CONGREGATIONAL REGISTER 
 
 

PEEBLES 
Baptisms 

4th May  Flynn Lauchlan Ruari, 
             son of Jackie Anderson and Geoff Swindells,  
     Hempstead, Saffron Walden, Essex        
     Eilidh Kirsty,  
              daughter of Kirsty and David Muir, 
     42 Gallowhill, Peebles   
 

New members by Special Resolution 

Mr. Sandy and Mrs. Linda McAllister, 26 Craigerne Drive. 
 

Marriage 

9th May  Miss Natalie Spicer to Mr Scott Elder,  
             now at 22 Rosetta Road, Peebles           
Death 
8th May   Mrs Isabella Foster, 17 Glensax Road, Peebles 
 

 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES 
 

EDDLESTON 
 

   

June   
Sunday 1st 11.45am Morning Worship.  

Third Sunday after Pentecost 
   

Sunday 8th 11.45am Morning Worship.  
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

   

Sunday 
15th 

11.45am Morning Worship.  
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

   

Sunday 
22nd 

11.45am Morning Worship.  
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

   

Sunday 
29th 

6pm Evening Worship.  
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

   

July   
   

Sunday 1st 11.45am Morning Worship.  
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost  



 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES 
 

PEEBLES 
 

 

June   
Sunday 
1st 

10am 
 
6pm  

Summer Songs of Praise  
Third Sunday after Pentecost 
Evening Worship and Report on Presbytery Visit 
to Zomba Presbytery in St Andrew’s Leckie 
Church. No Evening Service in TOPCOP 

   

Sunday 
8th 

10am 
 

Morning Worship Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
Sunday  School Prizegiving 

   

Sunday 
15th 

10am Morning Worship conducted by The Rev Rachel 
Dobie. Fifth after Pentecost 

   

Sunday 
22nd 

10am Morning Worship. Sixth after Pentecost 

   

Sunday 
29th 

10am Morning Worship followed by Short Order of 
Holy Communion. Seventh after Pentecost 

   

July   
Sunday 
6th 

10am 
 

Morning Worship. Eighth after Pentecost 

   
 
 
 

 

 

OFFERINGS 
 

 

EDDLESTON   
Total Offerings for May 2008  £427.00 
Total Offerings for May 2007  £442.55 
Total Offerings for 5 months 2008  £2,653.20 
Total Offerings for 5 months 2007  £2,789.51 
Surplus/(Deficit)   (£136.27) 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 



 

FLOWER CALENDAR 
Convenor: Mrs Maureen Collier 
(724633) 
 
  

 

 
 

Please have a look at our website 

topcop.org.uk 
There’s useful information and things to see there.

 

 

1 

 
Donor 

 
Norma Rait 

 Arranger Eileen Williamson 
8 Donors Capt. & Mrs J Edgar, Innerleithen 
 Arranger Janet Macdougall 
15 Donor Mrs Marjory McFarlane, Loaning Crescent 
 Arranger Margaret Percy-Robb 

22 Donor Mrs Margaret Buchan 
 Arranger Liz Trueman 
29 Donors Mrs E Van Dijk, France 

Mrs M Coltman, Haystoun 

J
u
n
e
 

 Arranger Margaret Ireland 

                     

6 Donor Mr & Mrs G Mackison, Edderston Road 
 Arranger Audrey Annand 
13 Donor Mr & Mrs M McGrath, Bonnington Road 
 Arranger Maureen Collier 
20 Donors Miss Rowatt, Crossland Crescent 

Mrs Jardine, Crossland Crescent 
 Arranger June Grandison 
29 Donors Mrs Baird, Dukehaugh J

u
ly
 

 Arranger Eileen Williamson 

    



Who’s Who at Peebles & Eddleston 
 

Minister:  

The Reverend Calum 

Macdougall 
The Manse, Innerleithen 

Road, Peebles.  
01721 720568  

calum@topcop.org.uk 

  

 

Student Minister:  

Malcolm Jefferson 

Ker Place, Peebles. 
 
jeffersons@tesco.net 

 

Session Clerk:  

Angus Russel  
9 Craigerne Drive, 

Peebles.  
01721 720583 

angus@topcop.org.uk   

 

Session Clerk:  

Sheena Edgar 
11 Millwell Park, 
Innerleithen.   
01896 831685 
sheena@topcop.org.uk 

 

Treasurer:  

Alan Douglas 

3 Edderston Ridge, 
Peebles.  

01721 723038 
  

 

Organist & Choirmaster: 

Andrew Russel 
Glensax, Bonnington Road, 
Peebles.  
01721 721127 
music@topcop.org.uk 

 

Roll Keeper:  

Alison Duncan 

14 Crossburn Farm 
Road, Peebles.  
01721 721033 

  

 

Beadle:  

Edward Knowles 

56 Elliots Park, Peebles. 
01721 722860 

 

Hall-keeper:  

Tess Goodwin 

16 Elcho Street, Peebles.  
01721 720674 

  

 

Eddleston Session Clerk: 

Margaret Love 

11 Old Manse Road, 
Eddleston. 
01721 730263 

 

Eddleston Treasurer: 

Archie Smellie 

Hattonknowe, Eddleston.  
01721 730282 

  

 

Eddleston Organist: 

Lorraine Mulholland 

Millbank, Eddleston.  
01721 730332 

 

 

Eco-congregation & 

Fairtrade Co-

ordinator: 

Diana Brown 

Springhill Road, Peebles. 
01721 720817  

 

 

Church Administrator: 

Marjory MacFarlane 

07791 438759 
01721 722127 
admin@topcop.org.uk 

 

Registered charities (Peebles) SCO13316 (Eddleston) SCO10081 
 



 

School Days 
 
When we were young we went to 

school, 
Oh yes, we did indeed, 

They taught us how to read and 
write, 
To count, and also read. 
 

Day after day, the same routine, 
Lesson, by the score, 
And, as kept progressing, 

They gave you more and more. 
 

My schooldays were boring, 
The hours were far too long, 

They also gave you homework, 
Which, seemed to me quite wrong. 
 

So, time was never ending, 

To leave the school for good, 
I was looking for the time and day, 

That I really would. 
 

At last I’m now fourteen, 
I left the school behind, 

My years of school days over, 
Gave me peace of mind. 
 

I was no brilliant scholar, 

I didn’t reach the top. 
But, I wasn’t just exactly, 
The proverbial, dunce, or flop. 
 

My fourteen years of schooling, 
Don’t show a great amount, 
But, one thing in my favour, 

I can read and count. 
 

George Lavin 



 


