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Pastoral letter 
June 2007 

 
 

Having been born and brought up within about a quarter of a mile of 
one of the most spectacular views in Scotland – and if you have 
never taken in the panoramic outlook from the top of Lyle Road in 
Greenock, as the Clyde sweeps round from the Tail of the Bank into 
the openness of the Firth, then you really have missed something 
very special indeed – I had the importance of appreciating the beauty 
around us instilled in me from a very young age.  So it is that now, 
almost daily, I marvel at the breathtaking beauty of the countryside 
in the midst of which we are so privileged to live.       
 

One hears it said so often that it might sound a little clichéd to say it 
again but the wonderful thing about the Peeblesshire hills is that they 
never look the same two days in a row.  Indeed, with rapid changes 
in the weather, the shades and shadows can alter quite dramatically 
within minutes.  Yet, whatever the weather, there is a rich beauty to 
behold.  Even when the hills are cloaked in cloud there is a 
mysterious and very different kind of beauty to wonder at.  It would 
be difficult ever to tire of our hills and as the tints and blends of 
colour almost constantly transform there is always a new insight to 
be gained, a new dimension to discover. 
 

Psalm 121 reminds us of course that it is not the 
hills themselves but God the maker of heaven and 
earth, God the guardian and protector, who is to 
be the object of our worship and adoration.  
Nevertheless the grandeur, the antiquity and the 
changing revelations of beauty and wonder that 
we observe in the hills help to give us insight into 
the nature of God.  In the awesomeness of 

Creation we glimpse the majesty of the Creator and in the ever-
changing patterns of colour and shadow we are reminded that 
different aspects and emphases of the Divine nature are revealed 
constantly if we are careful and observant enough to look for them. 
 

Of course the capacity to enjoy a natural vista, and even the capacity 
to recognise it as something special and beautiful, is a gift that has to 

seeds 

planted in 
the days of 
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may grow to 
bear fruit in 

later life 



 

be nurtured.  As a young child I remember often being bored to tears 
as “beautiful view” after “beautiful view” was pointed out by 
enthusing parents.  I could see little to get excited about, yet I ‘m 
convinced that the fact that the appreciation of such things was 
presented to me as a young child paved the way for my ability to 
enjoy them for myself later in life. 
 

How vital it is that we enthuse about our faith to our children.  
Sometimes they may wonder at our enthusiasm and many a teenager 
may even despair of it, but who knows which seeds planted in the 
days of our youth may grow to bear fruit in later life.  So, let’s 
continue to enjoy the view and let’s encourage others to enjoy it with 
us. 
 

With love, 
 

Calum Macdougall.   
 

If you still have the questionnaire included in the March 

magazine and haven’t filled it in yet… it’s your last 
opportunity to get your response included. We’d really 
appreciate it if you could take the time. It won't take long, 
it's not complicated, and the results will be much more 
valuable when more people respond. You can either return 

it to the person who delivered it to you, or put it in the box in the church 
vestibule, or send it to the address shown on the questionnaire itself. If 
you didn't receive one, or there’s more than one person in your 
household who’d like to complete one, ask your elder or collect one from 
the vestibule or contact Andrew Russel on 01721 721127 and he’ll be 
happy to post one to you..  
 

Go on - have your say!  
  

 

A change of editor for the next few months. 
 

The editor is handing over the reins to Marjory McFarlane for 
the July, August and September editions so if you’ve anything 

for inclusion please send it to Marjory at Marjory McFarlane at 
marjory.mcfarlane@gmail.com or contact her on 722127  
 



 

 

The Finance Committee 

How much do you value  
our church? 
 

Part 2: How can I increase my giving? 
 

As a result of the article in last month’s Magazine we hope that all 
members and friends will appreciate that everyone should give 
serious thought to the what they give to the Old Parish Church to 
ensure that as a congregation we can continue to maintain the 
ministry, undertake our role in the pastoral care of the Parish and the 
wider work of the church and see that the church properties are kept 
up to date and in a good state of repair. 
 

Increased giving is possible in a number of ways, but of particular 
benefit are the schemes which allow the church to recover tax on 
your income. There are two schemes which make this possible. First 
by Deed of Covenant and second by Gift Aid. Many people already 
use one or other of these schemes. Both work in much the same way. 
Where the donor is a tax payer the church can recover an additional 
28% based on the amount of the donor’s contribution.  
 

To give by Deed of Covenant, the donor undertakes to give a 
certain sum annually for four years. Although this is a commitment, if 
circumstances change, donors need have no fear that they will be 
held to their original commitment. Those with existing Deeds of 
Covenant will automatically be approached at the end of the four year 
period, but there is nothing to prevent anyone increasing the amount 
of their giving at anytime and anyone wishing to do so or to find out 
more about the scheme should contact David Annand (Tel. 720467). 
He will be pleased to meet with you on a strictly confidential basis, to 
explain the scheme or to arrange an amendment to an existing 
Covenant. 
 

The Gift Aid Scheme works on a similar basis and again is open to 
anyone who is a tax payer. The difference is that the donor signs a 
form authorising the church to recover tax on any monetary gift 
made to the church and this is of particular benefit to those who give 
by the Free Will offering Scheme. The main difference between this 



 

scheme and the Covenant Scheme is that donors are not committed 
to a regular sum, although hopefully those using it will do so on a 
regular basis. Anyone considering giving in this way should contact 
Diana Brown (Tel. 720817) who will also be happy to discuss the 
scheme with you on confidential basis.  
 

Payments to all the schemes can be by cash or cheque using 
envelopes, by direct payment to the Treasurer, by cheque or by 
Bankers Order.  The treasurer, Alan Douglas (Tel. 723038) will be 
pleased to discuss direct payments and to provide forms for Bankers 
Order. 
 

You can of course simply give through the open plate at the Morning 
Service each Sunday, but whatever method you choose, please give 
thought to what is needed to keep our church going forward 
as it should and do try to see if YOU can you can increase your 

contribution to meet that most important aim. 
 

In the following months there will be more information about special 
fund raising events. This will include the Talent Scheme which is in 
course of preparation at this time. 
                                               

Ronald Ireland, Finance Convenor 
 
 

Eddleston are collecting stamps. 
 

The stamp project for 2007 will help one of the 
Amity Foundation Projects which supports 
disabled orphaned children. 
 

The money raised from the collection of old 
stamps will fund the buying of aids such as 
crutches and wheelchairs and provide play 
equipment and other essentials to help their 
children in their development. News from the World Mission 
Council is that the stamp appeal this year has already made £626 
since the 1st of February-double what was raised in the same period 
last year. 
 

Please continue bringing used stamps to church to help this very 
worthwhile appeal.                                          Margaret Love 
 



 

 

Upgrading the sound system 

So what’s happened so far? 
 

 

May turned out to be a very big month for the team due to two 
unexpected and very substantial boosts to the fund. 
 

“Your Songs of Praise Service” on the evening of the 20th May. A 
congregation of over 100 attended, along with the TOP Choristers who 
delivered “Joshua fit the battle of Jericho” with great gusto, and nine of 
the nominated hymns were much enjoyed. John Scott provided a 
wonderful lighting system for the service which gave the church a quite 
different appearance inside. The retiring collection raised over £170 
towards the fund and our thanks go to all who attended and made the 
service such a success.  
 

It was also a month for two very substantial and very generous pledges 
to this project of £5,000 and £10,000! Both of these gifts have been 
Gift-Aided so the tax will be added back in to the total in time. What an 
amazing boost for which we are very grateful. Both of the donors wish 
their gifts to be anonymous and we re-state our thanks to them for this 
generous advancement of His work in our congregation. 
 

Karen Ritchie has lead the team for this 
project and with the original objective now 
passed they’ve agreed to keep going and 
the additional funds raised will be available 
to enhance the system further and for 
other general projects such as the Disabled 
Access.  
 

June will be no different we hope as the 
Car Wash took place on Saturday the 3rd 
in the Park Hotel Car park and two weeks 
later, Janet Macdougall’s Jumble sale is 
on Saturday 16th in the MacFarlane hall between 2pm and 4. If you have 
any second-hand clothes, toys, books or bric-a-brac please contact Janet 
on 720568 and we can arrange collection before the event.   
 

Next up is the TOPCOP Chorister and choir Concert on Friday June 
8th and the Choirs are promising a programme of songs and anthems 

Our target 

£12,000 
raised so 
far: 

£16,070 



 

guaranteed to relax and excite in equal measure. The Choirs are only 
allowed out for one night a year (due to parole restrictions in the case of 
the Basses) so please support them and help raise the roof in the 
MacFarlane Hall that night. Amazingly tickets are still only £5 and can be 
obtained from any choir member or in the hall during coffee. 
Refreshments will be available on the night and if you’re feeling 
especially thirsty you might wish to make a further donation to the fund. 
 

We still need your input. Tell us what you’d like to do in order to reach 
our funding goal. It might be an idea or the ability to help the team bring 
it to fruition…either way TOPCOP needs your help.  
 
Please pass your ideas to Karen Ritchie on 01721 788888 or 
complete the form below and put it in the ideas box in the 
vestibule. 

 

 

Janet’s Jumble Sale 
 

Of second-hand clothes, books, 
toys and bric-a-brac 

 

In the 

MacFarlane Hall 

Saturday 16th June 

                                    2 ‘till 4pm 

Entry 50p 
 

Contact Janet Macdougall on 
720568 for more details 

about donating 
 or if you are able to 
volunteer to assist. 

 

In aid of the disabled access project 

     
 
 



 

 

8th June 
7.30pm in the 
MacFarlane Hall 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Towards the Sound System 

Upgrade 
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members 

Refreshments 
available 



 

 

Festival of Flowers  
“For the Beauty of the Earth” 

 
Friday 27th to Monday 30th 

July 

        Open 10am till 6pm 

           (Sunday 2-6pm) 
 

In aid of the disabled access fund 
 

Can you help us to serve teas during the Flower 

Festival? 
The Flower Committee would be grateful for assistance with 
this on Friday 27th, Saturday 28th Sunday 29th and Monday 

30th July from 10 to 11.30am and again from 2.30 to 
4.30pm. Sunday 2.30 to 4.30pm only. 

Please contact Maureen, Diana or any other committee 
member or put your name on the rota sheet on the notice 

board in the MacFarlane Hall 
 

Car Treasure Hunt and Barbecue 
 

Sunday 24th. June 
 

Leaving from the MacFarlane Hall at 4pm  

Finishing at the Manse for a Barbecue. 

Tickets £5.00 from Diana Brown, Janette Cameron  

or the Traidcraft cupboard. 
If you do not have transport but would like to take part please let us 

know and we will find a seat for you. The winner will  

not on this occasion have to make up next year’s route. 
 



 

Christian Aid Week in Peebles 2007 
 

Thanks! 
Many thanks to all who were 
involved during Christian Aid 
Week (13 – 19 May 2007).  So 
far over £11,000 has been 
collected - with more 
donations still to be received.  
This is the result of the generosity of 
many people in the Peebles area 
and the hard work of the small 
army of volunteers who helped 
with the house-to-house collection, baking, packing bags in the supermarkets, 
serving teas and coffees, organising and supporting other events and praying 
for the work. 
 

During the week we were visited by Gavin McLellan, the National Secretary of 
Christian Aid Scotland.  He met with some volunteers and visited the Scottish 
Country Dance.  He was impressed by the level of commitment from Christian 
Aid supporters in Peebles and the variety of fund raising events that are held in 
the town.   
 

The week was rounded off by a busy day of events in the Leckie Memorial 
Church and grounds.  The plant stall, as usual, was busy, with green fingered 
gardeners stocking up for the summer ahead.  Children enjoyed the bouncy 
castle, toy stall, face painting, helium balloons and a show performed by Max 
Marshall Magician.  A number ventured forth on the sponsored walk, while the 
team serving teas and coffees were kept very busy.  A special thanks too, to 
TOP Choristers (from the Old Parish Church) who performed during the 
afternoon. 
 

It costs Christian Aid partners only £6 to clean a well in El Salvador after it has 
flooded thereby preventing disease or £5 to buy a kilogram of seeds in Senegal 
to grow mango trees for food and to stabilize the desert.  So the £11,000 raised 
so far this year in Peebles will go a long way to benefit the world’s poorest 
communities. 
 

Thank you again. 
 

Graeme & Emma Herd 
Joint Secretary of the Peebles & District Christian Aid Committee 
 



 

500 Years 500 Years 500 Years 500 Years     

of the Eddleston Bellof the Eddleston Bellof the Eddleston Bellof the Eddleston Bell 

 
500 years of ringing out500 years of ringing out500 years of ringing out500 years of ringing outreachreachreachreach 

 

The great weekend in April marks only the beginning of our 
quincentenary celebrations. Still to come: 
 

Friday August 24th - Dunblane Catherdral Handbell Ringers 
perform in Eddleston Parish Church. Tickets £5 adults & £2.50 
children. Refreshments will be available. 
 

Friday 28th September - Supper dance in Barony Castle 
dancing to the music of “Fantoosh.” Tickets £12.50. Time 7.30pm 
 

Saturday 10th November - Nearly New Sale - 10.00 - 12.30 in 
Village Hall. (Further information - Janet Macdougall ) 
 

Friday 21st December - Eddleston Parish Church Junior Choir 
will perform ‘The Bell That Cried’ by Peter Canwell. They will be 
joined by friends from the local community for what promises to be 
an enjoyable evening of music and song. Refreshments will be 
available. Donations of £4 will be invited. Children free. 
 

One or two other items are still in the pipeline, so keep a look out in 
the Peeblesshire News as well as this magazine. We very much hope 
that the above events will be supported by the whole village 
community and that members will bring along their friends to be a 
part of this, building on the warmth, friendship and excitement 
generated in April.  
 

A special mention must go to Christine MacKay who has faithfully 
baked delicious bell-shaped biscuits which we have enjoyed with our 
coffee following each evening service since January.  
“Thank you Christine. Keep up the good work!” 
 

Postcards of the church are now available and the commemorative 
booklet should be ready shortly. There are still mugs, T shirts and 
pencils available - contact Leona McInnes 730391.     
 

To reserve your tickets for any of the above events please contact 
Lorraine Mulholland  Telephone 730332 or email Lorajazz@aol.com 

                                                                                500 years of ringing out500 years of ringing out500 years of ringing out500 years of ringing outreachreachreachreach    
 
 



 

Garden Party  June 9Garden Party  June 9Garden Party  June 9Garden Party  June 9thththth  10.  10.  10.  10.30303030----12.3012.3012.3012.30    
 

The Social committee would like to welcome anyone who could spare The Social committee would like to welcome anyone who could spare The Social committee would like to welcome anyone who could spare The Social committee would like to welcome anyone who could spare 

a couple of hours to join us to smarten up the grounds around the a couple of hours to join us to smarten up the grounds around the a couple of hours to join us to smarten up the grounds around the a couple of hours to join us to smarten up the grounds around the 

church hall in time for summer. After our hard work last autumn the church hall in time for summer. After our hard work last autumn the church hall in time for summer. After our hard work last autumn the church hall in time for summer. After our hard work last autumn the 

garden looked lovely in the spring and just negarden looked lovely in the spring and just negarden looked lovely in the spring and just negarden looked lovely in the spring and just needs a bit of tidy up to eds a bit of tidy up to eds a bit of tidy up to eds a bit of tidy up to 

keep it going till bulb planting time again.  Soup and rolls will be keep it going till bulb planting time again.  Soup and rolls will be keep it going till bulb planting time again.  Soup and rolls will be keep it going till bulb planting time again.  Soup and rolls will be 

served before you go home so if you can manage to join us please let served before you go home so if you can manage to join us please let served before you go home so if you can manage to join us please let served before you go home so if you can manage to join us please let 

Janette Cameron know. ( 722528 )Janette Cameron know. ( 722528 )Janette Cameron know. ( 722528 )Janette Cameron know. ( 722528 )    
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Presbytery Twinning 
 

The proposed twinning of the Presbytery 
of Melrose and Peebles with Zomba 
Presbytery in Malawi took a step closer 
in May when the Moderator of the 
Presbytery and the Presbytery Clerk 
from Zomba made a visit to the Borders.  
Wilben Mlinde and Shadrack Njala 
arrrived just as the weather changed and 
they both found their first days rather cold. Their trip took them to most of 
the Borders and saw them preaching in several churches and visiting 
schools and businesses. A trip was arranged for them which allowed them 
to see more of Scotland including Iona before they moved to Edinburgh to 
attend the General Assembly.  They returned to Tweeddale for a few final 
days,celebrating communion in The Leckie Memorial Church on May 27th. 
before heading for home. Commenting on some of the differences between 
the two presbyteries Shadrack pointed out that services in Zomba last at 
least two hours and are attended by around 500 people with more if there 
is a baptism or communion.   

 
 
 

TRANSPORT TO CHURCH 
 

If you require transport either to or from church, please call  
Tom McAndrew Tel: 720078 
 

 



 

Rather Rather Rather Rather 
have ahave ahave ahave a    
nice nice nice nice     
long lie long lie long lie long lie 
on a on a on a on a 
Sunday?Sunday?Sunday?Sunday?    

Why not try our monthly EvenWhy not try our monthly EvenWhy not try our monthly EvenWhy not try our monthly Evening ing ing ing 
Service for a more relaxing &Service for a more relaxing &Service for a more relaxing &Service for a more relaxing &    
contemplative contemplative contemplative contemplative type of type of type of type of worship.worship.worship.worship.    

    

6pm, the first Sunday of each month6pm, the first Sunday of each month6pm, the first Sunday of each month6pm, the first Sunday of each month 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Guild of Friendship 
Coffee Morning 

 

The Guild of Friendship would like to 
thank everyone who helped and 
supported their coffee morning. 

The total raised was £841. 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Please have a look at our website 

www.topcop.org.uk 
 



 

 

A Licht Abune the Kirk 
by Fiona Taylor 

 

At the beginning of April, I travelled to Alyth to spend a few days at the 
manse as the guest of the minister, my good friend Sheila Kirk.  I was keen 
to see what kind of a minister she is making, and what the people are 
making of her.  You could call it a fact-finding mission, although I left the 
mission side of things to her. 
Alyth is a compact little Perthshire town, just over 20 miles northeast of 
Perth, with the Alyth Burn running through it and the Parish Church a 
notable building at the top of the town.  Alyth’s motto is “A Licht Abune”.  
The manse is quietly situated further down, and is a fine and spacious house 
surrounded by garden ground, a true haven of calm, peace and birdsong.  
Sheila is planning how she will improve the garden and bring some of the 
neglected areas back to life.  The summer-house looks set to be a focal point 
and would serve as an outdoor sermon-writing station! 
Sheila’s early weeks in Alyth have demanded a lot of commitment and 
planning, finding out the lie of the land, what happens where and who 
makes it happen.  She has already concluded that Dundee’s Ninewells is the 
place to be hospitalised, whereas Perth possesses the better crematorium in 
terms of its ambience. 
The course of true ministry never did run smoothly, and so far all babies 
have cried at baptisms.  However, at Sheila’s ordination, the people were 
instructed to love and cherish their new minister, and the choir have duly 
obliged by regaling her with a very good supper party. 
My visit coincided with the start of Holy Week, and I was warmly welcomed 
at services which took place each evening.  This enabled me to meet people 
individually, as a follow-up to the wonderful ordination evening in January.  
The beadle, who is one of the great characters, is properly respectful and 
always addresses the minister as “Ma’am”. 
On my last morning, we were having coffee in the garden, when we thought 
we were witnessing a burning bush.  This would have been a major miracle, 
but it turned out to be clouds of dust billowing from one of the conifers!  
Before departing, I shook hands with the minister – well, it’s become a habit 
now.  After all, this is no ordinary friend; this is my reverend friend. 
Strathmore is a beautiful broad stretch of country between the Angus glens 
and the Sidlaw Hills.  TOPCyclist looks forward to exploring the back roads of 
this very attractive part of Scotland, and returning to the peaceful and 
hospitable Manse of Alyth.  Let the last words come from Sheila herself: 
“Rural ministry – ye cannae beat it!” 



 

 

The forth in a series about our committees & groups 

 

The Bell Ringers 
Who are they and what do they do.  
 

Worshippers attending the Old Parish Church of Peebles are 
welcomed to the services by the playing of hymn tunes on the bells.  
This is a sound familiar to local people and 
intriguing to visitors.  A notice in the tower 
tells us that Wilbur Whitie played these bells 
from 1947 to 1988 with Arthur Crittell, the 
Church Officer, tolling the bell immediately 
prior to the commencement of services. 
 

Upon Wilbur’s death, the late Dr Alistair 
Paton recruited a team to maintain the 
tradition and that team is an ecumenical one 
having members from other congregations 
in the town. 
 

It can be a nerve-racking experience (and a 
chilly one in the Winter) climbing the steps 
in the belltower to the chamber where the 
keyboard is located, at the level of the clock 
faces.  Nerves are taut as the seconds 
countdown to the clock striking after which 
the bellringer plays the opening chimes and 
then embarks upon a programme of hymn 
tunes carefully selected to suit the 13 
differently tuned bells. Once into the 
medley confidence is gained although bad 
moments can be associated with a 
momentary lack of concentration or perhaps 
the striking of a wrong note……a very public 
mistake!  Fortunately these incidents are 

rare.  The next challenge is to stop playing in a planned way prior to 
the next striking of the clock thereby avoiding a “collision”. In 
addition to the call to worship, the bells are played on the occasion of 
a 100th birthday and early on Beltane Saturday when a medley of 
Scottish tunes gets the proceedings off to a good start. 



 

 

The team currently comprises Alison Cruickshanks, Chrystall Din, Ann 
Derrick, Margaret Ireland, Joann Mellors, Angus Russell and Roger 
Trueman.  The late George Thomson was also an enthusiastic 
member. 
 

Anyone whether a member of the congregation or otherwise is very 
welcome to come up to observe the playing of the bells on any 
Sunday morning (if you have a head for heights) and who knows you 
might feel inspired to join the team. 
 

Roger Trueman 
 

A request. 
 

Sunday January 10th 1965 

On this Sunday there was a Dedication Service for the Vestibule Screen 
which had just been gifted. There was a special order of service printed 
for the occasion which gave an explanation of the Christian symbols on 
the screen. Does anyone have a copy of this saved somewhere? 
Please let the editor know….he’ll be delighted!  
 



 

 

From our archive 
A few selected blasts from our past! 
 

 
 

50 Years ago: June 1957 

James Lawrie, one of the Elders, was elected Provost of Peebles and 
his wife was appointed Vice-President of the Guild and there was 
speculation as to which was the more important role. Wedding fees 
were fixed at Two Guineas for the Organist, Two Guineas for the 
Church Officer and Half a Guinea for the Church Cleaner! 
The committees of the Kirk Session comprised: Finance, Membership, 
Fabric, Hall, Publications and the Seat-Letting. Some things keep 
coming round! 
 

30 Years ago: June 1977 
The Kirk Session gave consent for an archaeological dig on Castle Hill, 
The site of the proposed church centre, before the foundation work 
began. “so in an literal sense we will be digging up our past. I hope 
too we will be taking generous steps to secure our future” said the 
pastoral letter. In a month the Centre Appeal had raised £20,076! 
Willie Munro joined Bob Morton as Joint Session Clerk.  
 

20 Years ago: June 1987 
Bill Brown was inducted to the linked charge of Carlisle with 
Longtown. 
Arthur Crittell oversaw his annual Church Officer’s sale. There were 
delays in the installation of the choir organ in the south gallery and 
disappointment was expressed at it not having been ready for the 
Centenary celebrations in April that year. Eddleston held their 
congregational sale and there was a humourous report of the 
previous month’s Sunday School trip to North Berwick where there 
was no fathers’ race due to the prizes having run out. The organisers 
cancelled the race despite “competing and not the winning that 
counted” that they didn’t want to have to tell a father that he’d just 
risked his reputation and a coronary “for not even a Mars Bar”  
 



 

TOPCOoks 
This month we enjoy something fowl and possibly 

the fastest soup in the west!  

 

Mango Chutney Chicken (Pauline Copeland) 
  

1 chicken breast per person 
1 tablespoon of mango chutney per chicken breast 
1 tablespoon of olive oil per chicken breast 
1 tablespoon of wholegrain mustard per chicken breast 
  

Place chicken breasts in a casserole 
dish. 
In a bowl mix the olive oil, mango 
chutney and wholegrain mustard. Pour 
over chicken breasts and stir through. 
Place lid on casserole dish and put in 
pre-heated oven. Bake in oven at 180 
degrees for approx 1 hour. 
  

Ideal served with new potatoes and green beans. 
 

Fast Pea Soup! 
If you like it fresh, full of flavour but 
most of all fast, you’ll like this. The 
quantities are very rough but it seems 
to work at most extremes! 
Empty a bag of frozen peas into a pan 
and add enough boiling water to cover. 
Add a couple of vegetable stock cubes 
and bring to the boil. Simmer for 10 
minutes then remove from the heat 
and zap with a hand blender. Add a 
good dollop of green pesto, blend 
again and season to taste…and that’s it 

ready to serve. This soup self thickens and despite several attempts 
by the author no other vegetable has been found that does the 
same…unless you know different? 



 

 

Postcards from London 
From our Roving Correspondent 

 

 
 

It’s been many a year since ORC 
visited the English metropolis, so now 
seemed as good a time as any. 
Foreign currency was obtained at the 
bank, though in the event, there was no 
difficulty, which was just as well since 
the Other Half had refused to travel 
with currency other than Bank of 
Scotland! All our transport 
arrangements ran exceptionally 
smoothly, from the moment we 
boarded the top deck of the  Peebles 
bus (thus giving the Other Half a first 
opportunity to use a brand new bus 
pass !), during our train journey and on 
the London Underground and 
Docklands Light Railway. Londoners 
may disagree, but we found their transport system fast, efficient and 
clean and we never had to wait for more than 5 minutes for a train to 
come along. 
 

We were amazed at what we had seen and done, and certainly by the 
afternoon of the last day, we were ‘Londoned out’, having visited all 
manner of places from Fortnum & Mason’s to the Imperial War Museum. 
 

We were fortunate enough to see Tower Bridge open up to let a tall-
masted Thames barge pass through. Tower Bridge actually opens up 
around 1000 times every year and on the day we visited it, it was to 
open twice. You can take a guided tour which allows you to cross on the 
glassed - in upper walkways and to see the original steam engines which 
were used to open the bridge before the mechanism converted to 
electricity. 
 

Hard by Tower Bridge is moored HMS Belfast, the famous cruiser 
launched in 1938 and which served with distinction in World War II and 
in Korea. Today she is part of the Imperial War Museum, and a visit to 
her is a fascinating experience, with complex equipment and machinery 
as well as all that was required to meet the needs of her  950 - strong 

? 



 

crew. This included a dental surgery and a tiny chapel. The ship’s 
chaplain was an important member of the crew, acting as friend and 
adviser to sailors of all denominations. The upturned ship’s bell is still 
used as a baptismal font. While conditions for officers were reasonably 
comfortable, though simple, those for the crew seem, surprisingly, to be 
little different from what you would have expected in Nelson’s time. 

Hammocks were slung in the fo’c’sle and the 
seamen ate, slept and relaxed when off-duty 
in this confined and dark space. This even 
included the ship’s cat, who had his own 
hammock and blanket to retire to after a 
hard day’s mousing. 
 

Now, ORC has to admit to being a bit scared 
of heights, but plucked up courage to board 
the London Eye. Fellow scaredeycats need 

not worry as you don’t feel any sensations of vertigo during the amazing 
half hour ‘flight’. It is as well to book in advance for this hugely popular 
attraction, and we paid £3 extra for the ‘Discovery’ flight, which meant 
you had a guide in your ‘pod’ and were fast-tracked through the 
boarding procedures. The views are superb and the trip is well worth the 
effort. 
 

Other highlights included a visit to the Cabinet War Rooms and Churchill 
Museum and to Greenwich Maritime Museum and to the Observatory, 
where you can, if you can find a space amongst all the other tourists, 
stand with one foot on either side of the Greenwich Meridian. Alas the 
observatory shop offered little in the way of classroom aids for that 
teachers’ nightmare on the opposite side of the world – the International 
Date Line!  
 

A cruise on the Thames brought us to 
Westminster and we were just in time to 
hear an organ recital in Westminster 
Abbey -  a fitting end to a busy day. 
Perhaps it was not surprising that ORC 
was offered a seat on the Tube on 
several occasions (food for thought 
there !) and that it took us at least 3 
days to recover after we got back to 
Peebles !  
 



 

 

Bell-tower Craik  
More tea Vicar?  
Driving: Yesterday my son came home and said, "I have good news 
and bad news. The good news is I got 18 out of 20 on my driver's 
test." I said, "Great! Now what's the bad news?" 
He said, "They were pedestrians." 
Difference: 
What is the difference between perseverance and obstinacy? 
One is a strong will, and the other is a strong won’t. 
 

Names:  

Census Taker: "How many children do you have?" 
Woman: "Four." 
Census Taker: "May I have their names, please?" 
Woman: "Eenee, Meenee, Minee and George." 
Census Taker: "Okay, that's fine. But may I ask why you named your 
fourth 
child George?" 
Woman: "Because we didn't want any Moe." 

 



 

 

CHURCH ORDERS (PEEBLES) 
 
 

READERS 
    

June 3 Fiona Fleming Romans 5:1-5 
St John 16:12-15 

    

 10 Sandy Murray Galatians 1:11-24 
St Luke 7:11-17 

    

 17 Lily Swinney Galatians 2:15-21 
St Luke 7:36 – 8:3 

    

 24 Elizabeth Parker Galatians 3:23-29 
St Luke 8:26-39 

    

July 1 John Duncan Galatians 5:1, 13-25 
St Luke 9:51-62 

    

 8 Angus Russel Galatians 6:7-16 
St Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 

    

 15 Janet Macdougall Colossians 1:1-14 
St Luke 10:25-37 

    

 22 Diana Brown Colossians 1:15-28 
St Luke 10:38-42 

    

 29 Angus Russel Psalm 65:1-13 
St Luke 12:24-31 

    

DUTY ELDERS 

  North South 
June  Archie Cameron Alastair Fleming 
  Drew Lowe Fiona Fleming 
    

July  Tom McAndrew David Annand 

  Willie McVicar Ian MacLeod 
    
SHORT ORDERS OF HOLY COMMUNION 

June 24th David Annand  

  Margaret Auld  

  Ruby Buchan  

  Janette Cameron  
    

BELL RINGERS 

June 3rd Alison Cruickshanks  
 10th Joann Mellors  

 17th Margaret Ireland  

 24th Roger Trueman  

    



 

 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES 
 

PEEBLES 
 

 

June   
Sunday 
3rd 

10am 
 
6pm  

All-Age Morning Worship, Trinity Sunday 
with the Sacrament of Holy Baptism. 
Monthly Evening Service 

   

Sunday 
10th 

10am Morning Worship, First Sunday after Trinity 
with Sunday School Prizegiving 

   

Sunday 
17th 

10am Morning Worship,  
Second Sunday after Trinity 

   

Sunday 
24th 

10am Morning Worship, Third Sunday after Trinity 
followed by Short Order of Holy Communion 

   

July   
Sunday 
1st 

10am 
 
6pm 

Morning Worship, Fourth Sunday after 
Trinity with the Sacrament of Holy Baptism 
United Evening Service in St Peter’s 
Episcopal Church 

 

 

OFFERINGS 
 

 

PEEBLES May  
2007 

Year to 
Date  

Last Year to 
Date  

Covenants £3,348.00 £14,069.00 £14,105.00 
FWO £1,072.00 £5,746.00 £5,436.00 
Open Plate £463.00 £2,803.00 £2,776.00 
Collection Boxes £14.00 £324.00 £887.00 
Total £4,987.00 £22,942.00 £23,204.00 
Budget £5,000.00 £23,000.00  
Surplus/(Deficit)   (£13.00) (£38.00)  
    

EDDLESTON   
Total Offerings for May 2007  £442.55 
Total Offerings for May 2006  £380.24 
Total Offerings for 5 months 2007  £2,816.20 
Total Offerings for 5 months 2006  £2,607.00 
Surplus/(Deficit)   £209.51 



 

 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES 
 

EDDLESTON 
 

   

June   
Sunday 3rd 11.45am Morning Worship, Trinity Sunday with 

the sacrament of Holy Baptism 
   

Sunday 10th 11.45am Morning Worship,  
First Sunday after Trinity 

   

Sunday 17th 11.45am Morning Worship,  
Second Sunday after Trinity 

   

Sunday 24th 6pm Monthly Evening Service,  
Third Sunday after Trinity 

   

July   
   

Sunday 1st 11.45am Morning Worship,  
Fourth Sunday after Trinity 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

• Reading someone else’s copy of this magazine 
and like one of your own each month? 

 

• Live away from Peebles and would like to keep 
in touch with a copy posted to you? 

 

• Just like a copy but you’re too shy to ask? 
 

Well help is at hand… fill in and post this form! 
 

 

To: 
Miss Marianne Ewart, 23 Cuddyside, Peebles EH45 8EN (721964) or 
Mrs Ruby Buchan, 14 Kingsland Square, Peebles EH45 8EZ (721048) 
Your name …………………………………………………………………… 
Your address…………………………………………………………… 
I’m happy to enclose a donation of £….... towards the cost of the 
Magazine, and what a bargain it is. 
Please make cheques payable to “The Old Parish Church of Peebles” 
 



 

 

CONGREGATIONAL REGISTER 
 

 

PEEBLES Baptism  

6th May 
In private 

Carey Jake Son of Rachel Scott and David Brown, 
1/6 Dickson Place, Peebles 

   

PEEBLES Death  
18th May Mrs Yvonne McIntosh-Reid Dunalton, Eshiels 

Mill, Peebles. 
   

EDDLESTON Baptism  
6th May 
 

Jonathon 
Raymond 

Son of Jacqueline and Raymond 
Haston, Milkieston Toll, Eddleston. 

 
 

OLD PARISH CHURCH FLOWER CALENDAR 
 

Convenor: Mrs Maureen Collier (724633) 
 

June  
3rd Donor Norma Rait, Springwood Terrace 
 Arranger June Grandison 

10th Donor Mr & Mrs J Edgar, Innerleithen 
 Arranger Eileen Williamson 

17th Donor Wedding 
 Arranger Liz Trueman 

24th Donor Margaret Buchan, Gallowhill 
Mrs Marjory McFarlane, Loaning Crecent 

 Arranger Audrey Annand 
July  
1st Donor Mrs Van Dijk, France 

Mrs Coltman, Hayston 
 Arranger Margaret Percy-Robb 
8th Donor Mr & Mrs Mackison, Edderston Road 
 Arranger Diana Brown 

15th Donor Mr & Mrs McGrath, Bonnington Road 
 Arranger Maureen Collier 

22nd Donor Mrs Boyd, Bridgegate 
Miss Rowatt, Crossland Crescent 
Mrs Jardine, Crossland Crescent 

 Arranger Margaret Ireland 
27th to 30th FLOWER FESTIVAL please see the 

advert in this magazine 



 

Who’s Who At Peebles & Eddleston 
 

 

Minister: The Reverend 

Calum Macdougall 
The Manse, Innerleithen Road, 

Peebles.  
01721 720568      

calum@topcop.org.uk 

  

 

Session Clerk:  

Angus Russel  
9 Craigerne Drive, Peebles.  

01721 720583 
angus@topcop.org.uk 

 

 

Session Clerk:  

Sheena Edgar 
11 Millwell Park, 
Innerleithen.   
01896 831685 
sheena@topcop.org.uk 

 

Treasurer:  

Alan Douglas 

3 Edderston Ridge, Peebles.  
01721 723038 

 

 

Organist & Choirmaster: 

Andrew Russel 
Glensax, Bonnington Road, 
Peebles.  
01721 721127 
music@topcop.org.uk 

 

Roll Keeper:  

Alison Duncan 

14 Crossburn Farm Road, 
Peebles.  

01721 721033 
 

 

Beadle:  

Edward Knowles 

56 Elliots Park, Peebles. 
01721 722860 

 

Hall-keeper:  

Tess Goodwin 

16 Elcho Street, Peebles.  
01721 720674 

 

 

Eddleston Session Clerk: 

Margaret Love 

11 Old Manse Road, 
Eddleston. 
01721 730263 

 

Eddleston Treasurer: 

Archie Smellie 

Hattonknowe, Eddleston.  
01721 730282 

 

 

Eddleston Organist: 

Lorraine Mulholland 

Millbank, Eddleston.  
01721 730332 

 

 

Web Editor:  

Willie Nicoll 

Cardrona, Peebles. 
01896 833508 

webmaster@topcop.org.uk 

 

Magazine Editor: 

David MacFarlane 

6 Glen Crescent 
Peebles 
01721 723344 
magazine@topcop.org.uk 



  

God has given us two hands – 

one to receive with and the 

other to give with. We are not 

cisterns made for hoarding; we 

are channels made for sharing.  
Billy Graham 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 


