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Here’s a photo found in the Session House. It shows the old 
stone pulpit and organ and we think the original gas lighting 
in the church before it was electrified. There’s no North Aisle 
chapel or choir stalls in the crossing and the eagle lectern is 
centrally positioned. Can anyone put a date on it? 



The Beltane is past for another year.  The bunting 
has come down, the banners have been packed 
away and the horses that took to the streets of Peebles for 
the various events have returned to the relative peace and 
quiet of their living quarters.  Many memories will remain.  
Photographs and video recordings will record much of what 
took place but the excitement has died down and life will re-
turn to normal for those who played major roles in the fes-
tivities. 
 
Once again this year the Old Parish Church played a major 
role.  With the weather being fairly mixed to say the least, 
both the Inaugural Service and Saturday morning’s Crowing 
Ceremony took place in the church.  The church’s ideal cen-
tral location means that it is relatively easy to transfer 
events inside when the need arises and, having a very large 
seating capacity, it can accommodate large numbers of 
onlookers as well as participants. 
 
While it was very disappointing that both the Sunday eve-
ning and Saturday morning occasions had to be held in-
doors, nevertheless it served to highlight the vital role of 
church and faith in relation to the more secular celebrations 
in community life, particularly Saturday’s Crowning of the 
Beltane Queen. 
 
At the heart of our native Celtic Christian tradition was and 
is a commitment to “baptise” the secular or, in the case of 
the early Celtic Church the pagan celebrations and rituals, by 
bringing them within the embrace of the Church.  While it 
was something quite different that happened during the Bel-
tane, the idea of being able to bring Christian blessing to an 
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important element of community life is something that we 
ought to treasure. 
So often we reverse the proper order of things and imagine 
that only what is “holy” ought to be brought into the Church.  
In fact the contrary applies.  It is the very fact of our bring-
ing the fullness of our lives within the embrace of our life of 
faith that makes all of life holy. 
 
Several people have spoken of there being something par-
ticularly “touching” about Saturday morning’s ceremony.  
We ought not to be surprised by that observation, for where 
we allow our faith to embrace all that we do there can only 
be enrichment. 
 
With love, 

Calum Macdougall. 

News from 

The Organisations 

Garden Party   
 

The Social Committee welcomed a great team of helpers on 
June 9th who set about tidying and cleaning the areas round 
the church. We’re very grateful to the folk who spared a 
couple of hours to smarten up the grounds around the 
church hall in time for summer. Soup and rolls were enjoyed 
before everyone went home. 

Upgrading the Sound System — 

What’s happening now? 
The sound system original target was £12,000 but after consulta-
tion with John MacDonald,. The Electro Acoustic Consultant to the 
General Trustees of the Church of Scotland, that figure was revised 
to £25,000 as only 1 microphone and the Ampetronic Induction 
Loop Drives are now fit for purpose from the current system.  Also 
the visual components, 2 screens and a projector had to be added. 
   However this target of £25,000 has now been reached and all  



future fundraising events will go towards Disabled Access and 
other general projects. 

Choir Con-

cert Review 

 
Recently we were en-
tertained to a musical 
extravaganza to suit 
all tastes and faiths. 
Some tradit ional 
pieces with added 
surprises for a captivated audience were performed. 
From the start, the ‘Welcome Song’ set the tone of the eve-
ning and all in the Macfarlane Hall felt they were part of some-
thing special! The adult choir’s rendition of ‘O Thou The Cen-
tral Orb’ by Charles Wood was a powerful performance with all 
parts beautifully balanced. The young choristers sang ‘With A 
Little Help From My Friends’ under the leadership of Alison 
Brown and Fiona Macfarlane with obvious enjoyment. A septet 
from the senior choir sang the beautiful Cantique De Jean 
Racine by Gabriel Fauré arranged by John Rutter.  (This was 
an item in a more traditional vein with a superb blend of 
voices.)  The conductor and choirmaster, Andrew Russel, then 
invited audience participation with alternative words to that 
great hymn ‘Guide Me O Though Great Jehovah’.  Everybody 
was asked to stand and sing and feel part of the choirs but I 
doubt if the words ‘Guide me, hide me, stand me, expand me’ 
will actually go into circulation! 
   Unusually, the interval and refreshments were enjoyed out-
side in the church garden and we all eagerly anticipated the 
other musical delights to come. 
   A geographical tour of Peebles and its streets courtesy of 
Offenbach had the audience amused and their feet tapping.  
The powerful ‘Afrika Gloria’ – now the National Anthem of 
South Africa was compelling listening Then a change of mood 
with the choristers sweetly singing ‘Any Dream Will Do’ from 
Joseph and His Technicolour Dreamcoat.  Andrew Lloyd-
Webber would have been impressed.   



 

Janet’s  Second-Hand Sale 

Hairy Haggis Team Relay 
How did they do? 

A spirited performance of ‘Bring Me Sunshine’ by both choirs 
brought the concert to a close. Eric and Ernie would have ap-
proved—we did too!  The magnificent sum of £986 was raised.  
We must thank the choir and Andrew for a sparkling evening.  
We are looking forward to next year already!  F.C. 

Well on a very wet and blustery day our 
four intrepid Hairy Haggis runners com-
pleted the course of the Edinburgh 
Marathon on 27th May. The relay mara-
thon takes the form of four legs 
(although our runners actually have 
eight) of various lengths. 
Fiona MacFarlane, Sarah Morrison, 
Karen Ritchie and  Sally Swinney forged 

round the course in a total time of 4 
hours and 5 minutes and have raised 
over £1400 for their chosen charity, 
Sue Ryder Care, so if anyone still has 
sponsorship money to hand in, please 
do so to a team member as soon as 
you can. 

 

Last month’s second-hand sale has raised about £450 so far, 
in aid of our disabled access.  We were overwhelmed by the 
response in terms of goods made available for sale.  Unfor-
tunately the customer response was a little disappointing 
due in part, no doubt, to the fact that there was another 
very similar event taking place elsewhere in the town.  Nev-
ertheless it was an enjoyable afternoon and it produced an-
other welcome contribution to the growing fund for the in-
stallation of disabled access.   
Thank you very much to everyone who contributed goods, to all 
who helped to set up and run the stalls, and to all our customers. 



At 4 pm a line of cars set out from the church down the back road 
to Innerleithen. The route makers had done a fist class job as all 
the clues were visible from the car. This saved a lot of leg work 
which pleased everyone as it had started to rain. Narrow back 
roads were the order of the day which meant very careful driving. 
 
The route took us from Innerleithen to Heriot then Fountainhall 
and over to Thornilee and back to the Manse where tables and 
chairs were set out under gazebos on the lawn. Al MacFarlane was 
doing a sterling job managing the barbeque with Diana, Irene and 
Elizabeth seeing to the rest of the eats and drinks. All very enjoy-
able. The winners were Fiona MacFarlane and Karen Ritchie with 
the Porter family second. A great afternoon in spite of the rain was 
had by all who took part.  J.C. 
 

Fundraising 

We still need your input.  Tell us what you’d like to do in order to 
reach our funding goal.  It might be an idea or the ability to help 
the team bring it to fruition—either way, TOPCOP needs your help.  
Please pass your ideas to Karen Ritchie on 01896 833 108.  
There are some interesting forth-coming events planned so we 
hope for your support at as many as possible. 
 
Jeanette Mackison had a great idea for raising funds.   A Life Sur-
vival Kit—so far she has raised £105.  If you would still like to pur-
chase one or more of these invaluable aids, contact Jeanette or 
Karen. 
 
Bag packing at Somerfield of Saturday 25 th August, 10 am  - 4 
pm.  Volunteers to bag pack or as back up.  Please contact Karen. 
 
Silent Auction: Friday 21st September. 
 
Cabaret Evening: October, date still to be decided. 

Car Treasure Hunt 
24th June 



 

  

Safari Suppers 
 
We're planning to have some Safari Sup-
pers in August as a fundraiser. They are 
really good fun and a great way of inviting 
people who don't know each other to get 
together. 
The way to start is to get three of you who 
would like to do the suppers. Decide who is 
going to do what course, invite your hunt-
ers, no number restriction, and then invite 
four couples each or less. 
Make sure the venues aren't too far apart 
as the fun is walking to each venue - with 
your cutlery, plates and glass for the re-
freshments - which you also provide! 
By the end of the night you've had a three 
course meal for perhaps £15, maid a cou-
ple of new friends, had a bit of fun, left no 
dirty dishes and raised some money for the 
Disabled Access Fund. 
So if three of you invite four couples each 
that’s a total of fifteen couples at £15 each 
you could raise £450! 
The suppers can be done on any scale and 
the type of food you serve should reflect 
what you charge; i.e. you're not going to 
charge £5 for biscuits & cheese. 
If anyone is at all interested please contact 
Rachael Forsyth 724693. or  

rachael.forsyth@ntlworld.com 



 

 STRAWBERRY TEA  
 

Sunday 29th .July 3.00-4.30 pm 
 

in the MacFarlane Hall 
 

Tickets £3.00 
From Diana Brown, Janette Cameron or 

the Fairtrade Cupboard. 
Please note change of venue. This is to 

run alongside the Flower  
Festival so two wonderful events on the 

one day. 

 
And just to get you in the mood, try this delicious recipe. 

 

STRAWBERRY SHORTCAKE 
 

4oz flour   3 oz butter   1 1/4oz icing sugar 
1 egg yolk   few drops vanilla strawberries 
2-3 tblspns redcurrant jelly glaze   cream 
 
Sift the flour on to a board; make a well in the centre, put in the 
butter, icing sugar, egg yolk and vanilla.   
Work it all together into a smooth paste.  Set in a cool place for 
1/2 hour; roll or pat out to around 1/4” thick, prick all over and 
bake in a moderate oven for 20 minutes. 
 
When cool. Cover with strawberries, brush over with a thick red-
currant glaze and decorate with rosettes of whipped cream. 
 

Eat dry crispbread the next day! 



 

Cut The Carbon March     

‘For the Beauty of the 

Earth’ 

 

Friday 27th to Monday 30th July 
Open 10 am till 6 pm (Sunday 2-6 pm) 

 

In aid of the disabled access fund 
 

Can you help us to serve teas during the Flower 

Festival? 
 

The Flower Committee would be grateful for assistance with this on 
Friday 27th, Saturday 28th Sunday 29th and Monday 30th July 
from 10 to 11.30 am and again from 2.30 to 4.30 pm. Sunday 

2.30 to 4.30 pm only. 
Please contact Maureen, Diana or any other committee member or 

put your name on the rota sheet on the notice board in the 
MacFarlane Hall 

 

Festival of Flowers 

Christian Aid’s Cut the Carbon March will be passing through 
Edinburgh on July 21st. If you can, come and add your support 
to the 20 walkers who will be setting out from Belfast on 14th 
July to walk to the London Stock Exchange arriving there on 
October 2nd. (1000 miles!) We will meet up with them at Castle 
Street at 3.00 pm and march with them along Princes Street, 
up the Mound to the Meadows where there will be speakers and 
music (details nearer the time).  
This march is to emphasise that global warming is not a future 
problem but a current crisis for millions of poor people. For  
more information please contact Diana Brown (720817) or the 
Christian Aid (Scotland) website. 



 Bell Tower Craick 
More tea Vicar? 

Zoo 

One day Joe's mother 
turned to Joe's father 
and said," It's such a 
nice day, I think I'll take 
Joe to the zoo." "I 
wouldn't bother," said 
father. "If they want 
him, let them come and 
get him!" 

Pancakes 
A mother was preparing pancakes for her sons, Kevin, five, and Ryan, 
three. The boys began to argue over who would get the first pancake. 
Their mother saw the chance for a moral lesson. "If Jesus were sitting 
here, he would say, 'Let my brother have the first pancake, I can wait.'  
Quick as a wink, Kevin turned to his younger brother and said, "Ryan, you 
be Jesus!"  



  

Fifty two years an Elder of the Church and this was the first time I 
had ever attended an Assembly.  But it was worth waiting for!  
Treated like royalty with everything laid on at every stage—and 
seated right next door to Royalty in the Assembly itself.  We were 
accommodated in the Moderator’s official residence and sat in the 
front row in the Moderator’s Gallery in the Assembly Hall as if we 
were the Moderator’s spouse, but the privilege extended far more 
widely than that.  We were supplied with transport whenever we 
were going to the Assembly Hall or any venues of the official occa-
sions that we were invited to attend.  The Moderator herself had a 
car with a wee flag on the off-side wing to denote her presence 
and a police escort on all occasions so that she, with her Chaplains 
was guaranteed to arrive on time.  Not so her devoted following.  
Yes, we had transport laid on for all occasions and each car had a 
special police clearance but we had no such police escort yet we 
were rarely, if ever behind time in arriving at any destination.  For 
the formal opening of Assembly on Saturday morning the Modera-
tor’s Gallery was full.  All her family were there in support but I 
have to report that the family members were more nervous of the 
occasion than the Moderator herself!  This was perhaps best dem-
onstrated on the second occasion of the opening of the proceed-
ings when, having been announced and having duly processed 
down to the Chair followed by her Chaplain, the Moderator bowed 
to the assembled Commissioners and Guests to the front, to one 
side, to the other side and then turned round to bow at the Lord 
High Commission only to find that he had not yet arrived in his 
Gallery!  She positively twinkled at her parents standing respect-
fully in the Moderator’s Gallery before turning back to the Assem-
bly and indicating to them that they should all sit meantime until 
the Lord High Commissioner duly arrived.  The roar of laughter 
that greeted this development was testimony of the temper both 
of the assembled Commissioners and of the Moderator herself.  It 
was also typical of the mood of the Assembly throughout the week.  
Privilege extended to attendance at all the formal occasions out-
side the Assembly itself.  For example, we attended the Garden 
Party at Holyrood Palace entering the garden through the Palace 
itself We attended as of right the Moderator’s Reception in Parlia-
ment  

 

The General Assembly 



  When in 1983 Haisley and Jill Moore visited Washington DC they 
had lunch in the House of Representatives Restaurant at Capital 

Hill.  From the menu of that long-ago day they send the story of, 

and the recipe for…..Bean Soup! 
 

All About Our “Bean Soup” 
 
   Bean Soup has been a featured item on the menu of the 
House of Representatives Restaurant since long before that day 
in 1904 when the then Speaker of the House, Joseph G. Can-
non, of Illinois, came into the House Restaurant and ordered  
Bean Soup.   Then, as now, Bean Soup was a hearty, zesty, 
and filling dish; but it was typically hot and humid in Washing-
ton that day, and, therefore, Bean Soup had been omitted from 
the menu.  “Thunderation,” roared Speaker Cannon, “I had my 
mouth set for Bean Soup; and, he continued “from now on, hot 
or cold, rain, snow, or shine, I want it on the menu every day.” 
And so it has been – Bean Soup on the menu every single day 
since. 
   For our many friends who over the years continue to ask for 
the recipe for this famous soup, we print it herewith, just as it 
has always been made (adapted to family-size quantity) in the 
House of Restaurant kitchen in the Capitol: 
 
RECIPE FOR BEAN SOUP SERVED IN THE U.S. HOUSE OF REP-

RESENTATIVES RESTAURANT 
 

2 lb. No. 1 white Michigan Beans 
  Cover with cold water and soak overnight.   Drain and re-cover 
with water. Add a smoked ham hock and simmer slowly for about 
4 hours until the beans are cooked and tender.  Then add salt and 
pepper to suit taste. Just before serving, bruise beans with large 
spoon or  ladle, enough to cloud.  (Serves about six persons) 

Parliament Hall and then the Lord High Commissioner’s Reception  
at the Palace, on each occasion meeting friends from various parts 
of the country and phases of our life and more appropriately of our 
daughter’s life.   D.K. 

 
Pea Soup last month,  Bean Soup this month! 



Do you remember the lovely presentation Elizabeth Parker did for 
us on her Sri Lankan trip some months back?  She had a fair re-
sponse to her appeal for members of the Congregation to buy a 
brick and was delighted with the results.  She has asked us to in-
clude extracts of the letter she received from Habitat for Humanity 
as thanks to everyone who contributed. 
Dear Mrs Parker, 
I’d like to start this letter by saying another huge thank you for 
your kind gift of £1492.29 in response for Humanity’s Christmas 
2006 Project Update on our Options and Vulnerable Project in Af-
rica. 
  Your gift means that this year even more young people will be 
given the opportunity to live dignified lives in a healthy environ-
ment.  Because they are paid a small wage by Habitat for Human-
ity, most will even be able to give the children they care for access 
to a decent education.  
  The scales of poverty in Ivory Coast are appalling.  The need for 
adequate housing is enormous and the weakened infrastructure of 
this once relatively prosperous nation is failing to cope with the 
demands of its people.  Amidst this desperate backdrop, Ivorian 
communities are partnering with Habitat for Humanity to work 
their way out of poverty.  One such community is that of Goda – 
the home of Guy Kore and his family. 
  Guy, 32, and his wife took on the roles of carers for his four 
younger brothers after the death of Guy’s parents in 2003.  With a 
daughter of their own, conditions were cramped and unhealthy in 
the one-room, mud and thatch family ‘home’. A telephone call to 
our offices in 2005 changed the lives of the family forever – the 
supporter wanted to fund an entire home in the Ivory Coast.  It 
would be the home that Guy and his family would build in partner-
ship with Habitat for Humanity. 
  It is this sort of situation that makes Habitat for Humanity the 
charity it is.  The family benefiting from a home can live in dignity 
knowing that they have helped to build it; their job prospects im-
prove and in the majority of cases, families develop a confidence 
that most of us take for granted.  
   With very best wishes, 

Barry Floyd. 
Project Development Manager. 

Habitat for Humanity 
A Thank You 



‘Adios, amigo’ is a well  -known phrase for those of us old 
enough to remember such TV Westerns as ‘The Lone 
Ranger’ (plus Tonto), ‘Range Rider’ (with Dick West, of course), 
Wells Fargo, Laramie, Bronco and (a personal favourite) 
‘Champion the Wonder Horse. [This list is 
purely for the nostalgic indulgence of the 
baby boomer generation ! Slightly later, of 
course, comes ‘Butch Cassidy and the Sun-
dance Kid’, where their Spanish lessons in-
cluded such useful phrases as ‘Esto es un 
robo’ (‘This is a robbery’!)] 
 
Well, we do digress a little here ! A wee bit 
Spanish does help but the natives in Barce-
lona are friendly and anyway, the first lan-
guage is Catalan, not Spanish, and that is a different ball game 
again ! 
Having arrived in Barcelona in time for a somewhat late lunch, 
we sought out the famous Ramblas thoroughfare, where res-
taurants abound. What better than a slice of delicious Spanish 
omelette and a cold beer to start things  
off ! Next up was a tour of the city on the open topped bus, al-
lowing you to get an overview of this large, colourful and bus-
tling city. Variations in architecture abound, and the influence 
of Gaudi is everywhere. 

 
The next morning we decided to visit 
Gaudi’s iconic unfinished church of the 
Sagrada Familia (Holy Family). Like it or 
loathe it, this is a stupendous building, not 
likely to be finished until 2017. Begun in 
1882 on a modest scale, the 31 year old 
architect Antoni Gaudi took charge of the 
project two years later and immediately 
changed its scale to reflect his own deep-
ening spiritual feelings. He spent the rest of 
his life working on the church and was  

Postcards from Barcelona  
From Our Roving Correspondent   ? 



adapting the plans  ceaselessly right up to his untimely death in 
a road accident in 1926.  
 

Worked stopped during the Spanish Civil War when Gaudi’s plans 
and models were destroyed, but restarted in the 1950s. Within the 
building today, scaffolding and cranes are everywhere and the 
skilled craftsmen can be watched at their work.  
A lift whisks you to the top of one of the eight towers and once up 
you can wander among the soaring pinnacles. You are seriously 
high up here, and this becomes even more marked when you 
make the descent – the Other Half making poor old ORC go down 
hundreds of stairs in the spiral staircase which snakes scarily down 
for many metres.  
 

The following day we ventured into the medieval part of the city, 
enjoying tapas for lunch in the colourful covered market. After 
that, we visited the cathedral, once 
again with a lift to the top (now 
how about a glass lift up the side of 
our own church tower ??!). Once on 
the roof of the cathedral, walkways 
were provided and the views over 
the city were well worth the effort. 
 
The following day we ventured into 
the medieval part of the city, en-
joying tapas for lunch in the colour-
ful covered market. After that, we visited the cathedral, once again 
with a lift to the top (now how about a glass lift up the side of our 
own church tower ??!). Once on the roof of the cathedral, walk-
ways were provided and the views over the city were well worth 
the effort. 
 

 

Barcelona is a city of hills and in-
cluded in its most efficient trans-
port system are funicular railways, 
outdoor escalators and cable cars. 
The cable car ride across the har-
bour makes you feel as if you are 
in an aeroplane, and certainly ORC 
resisted any temptation to look 
down and did not take a photo-
graph ! 
 

Having recovered from this, we found we had landed close to the 
beach, so a wee paddle in the Mediterranean (warmer than the  

 



Firth of Forth !) was called for before setting off back to the city 
centre and taking the underground for an afternoon spent explor-
ing the Parc Guell. This park, laid out on a hillside, is full of Gaudi’s 
works of art as well as his house. It was his most ambitious project 
after the sagrada Familia, and was conceived as a sort of ‘garden 
city’, though in the event, only two houses were actually built. It is 
laid out on a hillside and you have to ascend  an extraordinary se-
ries of outdoor escalators and steep hills to get there. The whole 
thing is an almost surreal experience. Pavilions of contorted stone, 
giant decorative lizards, meandering rustic viaducts and a long ce-
ramic bench which snakes its way round a terrace above a colon-
naded hall are among the sights which greet you. 
All in all, Barcelona is indeed a city to repay your visit and one to 
which you can return many times over. 
While driving in Pennsylvania, a family caught up with an Amish  

 
While driving in Pennsylvania, a family caught up with an Amish 
carriage.  The owner of the carriage obviously had a sense of hu-
mour because attached to the back of the carriage was a hand 
printed sign: 
 

‘Energy efficient vehicle:  Runs on oats and grass.  
Caution: Do not step in exhaust.’ 

 

Mini-Craik! 

Now, just before you go, here is some 
maths homework for you! (ed. If that does-
n’t blow your cover…!) 
 

One of the great doorways of the Sagrada 
Familia depicts the Passion of Christ. At the 
side of the doorway is a square containing 
numbers. These numbers are not just ran-
dom numbers, and there is a significance to 
them. Can you spot the significance of the 
numbers? 
The answers will be given next month. 

 



The Haiku is a pithy form of Japanese  poetry, the aim being to 
condense as much meaning into as few words as possible, and 
using a 5-7-5 syllable pattern.  I wrote these last year to 
amuse Sheila Kirk, who has since suggested that I appoint my-
self official haiku-composer to the Old Parish Church.  I am not 
sure that the church needs a haiku-writer as much as it needs 
access for the disabled, but here goes anyway!                   
 
     Snowbound in the spring 
                   The storehouse from the east wind 
                    Where wast thou in this? 
                                                            (Late snow, March 2006) 
 
                   These cool hallowed walls 
     Enfold and protect us from 
     The heat of the street.           (The church, July 2006) 
 
                                
     A morning lighting 
     TOPCOP black against the sun 
     Brightness is within.                (A view of the church) 
 
 
     Be quick to listen 
     When coffee-time is mentioned 
     Slow to loose the tongue.             (Evening service,  
                                                                     September  2006 )                  
 
 
     The Word on the street 
     From the people of the kirk 
     Out to the parish.                               (On outreach) 
 
 
     As the prophets spoke 
     First lady of Alyth Church 
     Now is in soul charge.               (For Rev. Sheila Kirk) 

Inspiration from the East 
By Fiona Taylor 



                                                                     September  2006 )                   

 
 
 
 
 
 

TOPCOoks 
This month a bit of social responsibility  with a point to ponder 

We throw away about one third of the food we buy, according to 
recent Government research.  That’s more than three million tons 
a year.  Most of the waste goes into landfill site, where it breaks 
down and causes greenhouse gases.  The figures mean that more 
than 15p in every £1 spent on food is wasted.   
How much food do YOU throw away?  Here are some tips of how 
to cut your losses: 
- Before you go shopping, have a good look in your cupboards    
 and fridge. 
- Make a list of what you need, and stick to it 
- When in the shops, do not be tempted by food you think you 
 might like to eat.-  
- space out your supermarket visits, and between times use local 
 shops to purchase only what you really need for the week  
 ahead. 
- periodically, eat your way through your stock cupboard, and 
 clear your freezer. 
- Adapt your cooking habits: eat your leftover food, do not throw 
 it away. 
Make cold pasta the basis of a frittata, that left-over mashed  
potato into potato cakes.  Dry bread makes breadcrumbs or  deli-
cious bread and butter pudding.   
Do you have any recipes for using up left-overs?  Write in and tell 
us—share them with the readers of the magazine.  Please send 
your recipes to the editor in the usual way. 

 
 
 
 
You can almost 

smell this 
Picture! 

 
Yuck! 



 From Mill to Pool 
Changed  Days 

Here is a reproduction of an interesting card found recently 
on eBay. The image itself is interesting, showing the mill 
where the swimming pool now sits.  

The message on the back reads: 
 

“Dear M, Here I am among the clouds. Did you get my letter 
sent last Tuesday from the office? Am not allowed to get up 
yet although I am no worse. Just keeping me in bed to see 

what I am made of. Kindest regards, yours (Signature is il-
legible) 
The postmark is Peebles July 23rd 1903 and the address is 
given as Manor Valley Sanatorium, Caverhill, Peebles. It is 
addressed to Mr A.J. Malpass, Messrs. Thos. Cook & Son, 
Lidgate Circus, London. 



We in and around Peebles are so lucky to live in such glorious country-
side.   When you walk down the High Street, you see The Old Parish 
Church with the backdrop of the Border Hills.  And then you see the 
church doors—shut!  It’s such a shame to be faced with this barrier.  
It’s one thing for us, we just say ‘Oh, no-one has put their name down 
to open up. ’ But what of the visitors?   Do you enjoy wandering into 
churches when away from home?   Could we make more of an effort 
to open up?  When you go shopping in the morning, it’s easy to collect 
the keys, go in, turn on the lights and even take time to sit and pon-
der life’s meaning. (Or, what on earth will I give them for dinner to-
night!)  Then a brisk walk back down the road for 4 o’clock, it’s good 
for the figure!  Go on, pop you name down on the list and let’s share 
our lovely church with whoever wants to enjoy it’s peace and tranquil-
lity. 
 

Church Opening 

� Reading someone else’s copy of this magazine and 
like one of your own each month? 

 
� Live away from Peebles and would like to keep in 

touch with a copy posted to you? 
 
� Just like a copy but you’re too shy to ask? 

 
Well help is at hand… fill in and post this form! 

 To: 
 Miss Marianne Ewart, 23 Cuddyside, Peebles EH45 8EN (721964)  
or 
 Mrs Ruby Buchan, 14 Kingsland Square, Peebles EH45 8EZ  
(721048) 
Your name …………………………………………………………………… 
Your address…………………………………………………………… 
I’m happy to enclose a donation of £….... towards the cost of the 
Magazine, and what a bargain it is. 

Please make cheques payable to  
 

“The Old Parish Church of Peebles” 
 



Peebles 
BAPTISM 
3rd June Honor Crystin Rose, daughter of Corinne and   
        Stewart Dobbie 
MARRIAGE 
16th June Miss Alison Bowie to Mr James McQuaker, now at     
        Lamancha 
DEATH 
15th June Mr George Williamson, 27 Kingsmuir Crescent,        
        Peebles. 
Eddleston 
BAPTISMS 
3rd June Connor Graeme and Gemma Margaret, children of   
        Jillianne and Graeme Watson 26 Bellfield Crescent, 
  Eddleston. 
DEATH 
11th June Mrs Barbara Macdonald, Waterheads Farmhouse,  
          Eddleston. 
 

The editor is handing over the reins to Marjory McFarlane for 
the July, August and September editions so if you’ve any-

thing for inclusion please send it to Marjory at  
marjory.mcfarlane@gmail.com or  

contact her on 722 127 .   
 

All contributions should be in by 26th July at the  

Congregational Registers 

A change of editor for the next few months. 

Do you remember that you can see the Magazine in  
glorious colour (!) if you go to 

 

www.topcop.org.uk 



July   
1st Donor Mrs Van Dijk, France 
   Mrs Coltman, Hayston 
 Arranger Margaret Percy-Robb 
8th Donor Mr & Mrs Mackison, Edderston Road 
 Arranger Diana Brown 
15th Donor Mr & Mrs McGrath, Bonnington Road 
 Arranger Maureen Collier 
22nd Donor Mrs Boyd, Bridgegate 
   Miss Rowatt,    9, Crossland Crescent 
   Mrs Jardine      5, Crossland Crescent 
 Arranger Margaret Ireland 
 

27th to 30th July, FLOWER FESTIVAL   
August   
5th Donors Mrs Nicol, Lower Woodlea, Innerleithen Road 
                       Mr D & Miss K Scott, 14 Marmion Road 
 Arranger Liz Trueman 
12th Donor Mrs Wight, Glenisle, Bonnington Road 
 Arranger Mrs Margaret Percy-Robb 
19th Donor Mr & Mrs Straffen, 27 St Bryde’s Way,  
                 Cardrona 
 Arranger Audrey Annand 
26th Donor Mrs Watson 
 Arranger Maureen Collier 
 

 

Old Parish Church Flower Calendar 
Convenor: Mrs Maureen Collier (724633) 

If you require transport either to or from church, please call  
Tom McAndrew Tel: 720078 



READERS  

July     1     John Duncan   Galatians 5:1, 13-25 
        St. Luke: 9:51-62 
     8     Angus Russel    Galations 6:7-16 
        St. Luke 1-11,16-20 
           15   Janet Macdougall   Colossians 1:1-14 
        St. Luke 10:25-37 
           22 Diana Brown    Colossians 1: 15-28 
         St. Luke 10:38-42  
           29  Angus Russel    Psalm 65:1-13} 
    Peebles}     Colossians 2:6-15 
    Eddleston}    St Luke 11: 1-13      
         St. Luke 12:24-31  
August     5  Jim Edgar     Colossians 3:1-11 
         St. Luke 12:13-21 
  12  Sheena Edgar    Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
         St. Luke 12: 32-40   
   19  Geoff Goldstraw    Hebrews 11: 29-12::2 
         St. Luke 12: 49-56 
   26  Tom McAndrew    Hebrews 12: 18-20 
         St. Luke 13: 10-17   

DUTY ELDERS    

       North                            South 
July  Tom McAndrew               David Annand 
  Willie McVicar               Ian MacLeod 
    
August Tom Mills                        Norman Kerr 
  Sandy Murray                Marjory Renton 
 

SHORT ORDERS OF HOLY COMMUNION 

July     29th  Diana Brown  
           Archie Cameron  
           Frances Carrol  
           Anne Derrick 
  

BELL RINGERS  

August     5th   Margaret Ireland   
       12th  Angus Russel 
       19th  Roger Trueman 
       26th   

Church Orders (Peebles) 



JULY 

Sunday  1st   10am Morning Worship, Fourth Sunday after 
    Trinity  
      6pm United Evening Worship in St Peter’s  
    Church 
 
Sunday  8th  10am Morning Worship, Fifth Sunday after 
    Trinity 
    With the Sacrament of Holy Baptism 
      6pm United Evening Worship in St Peter’s              
    Church 
 
Sunday 15th 10am Morning Worship, Sixth Sunday after  
    Trinity, Conducted by The Rev Prof  
    Francis Dalrymple-Hamilton 
       6pm United Evening Worship in St Peter’s      
    Church 
 
Sunday 22nd 10am  Morning worship, Seventh Sunday after            
    Trinity, Conducted by The Rev Prof  
    Francis Dalrymple-Hamilton 
       6pm United Evening Worship in St Peter’s  
    Church  
 
Sunday 29th 10am Morning worship, Eighth Sunday after  
    Trinity (Flower Festival) 
       6pm United Evening Worship in St Peter’s  
    Church 
AUGUST 
Sunday   5th 10am Morning Worship, Ninth Sunday after  
    Trinity 
       6pm United Evening Worship in the grounds  
    of Leckie Memorial Church  

Forthcoming Services 

Peebles 



JULY 
Sunday   1st  11.45am Morning Worship, Fourth Sunday  
     after Trinity 
Sunday   8th  11.45am Morning Worship, Fifth Sunday  
     after Trinity 
Sunday 15th 11.45am Morning Worship, Sixth Sunday  
     after Trinity. Conducted by The Rev 
     Prof Francis Dalrymple-Hamilton 
Sunday 22nd 11.45am Morning Worship, Seventh Sunday  
     after Trinity. Conducted by The Rev 
     Prof Francis Dalrymple-Hamilton 
Sunday 29th 6pm  Evening Worship, Eighth Sunday  
     after Trinity 
AUGUST 

Sunday   5th  11.45am  Morning Worship, Ninth  
     Sunday after Trinity 

Forthcoming Services 

Eddleston 

Offerings 

PEEBLES         June            Year to               Last Year to 
   2007        Date     Date 

 
Covenants £2,265.00     £16 247.00         £16,689.00 
FWO                  £892.00       £6,328.00           £6,392.00 
Open Plate    £444.00       £3,220.00    £3,239.00 
Collection Boxes   £17.00           £904.00              £887.00 
Total                £3,618.00     £26,699.00        £27,207.00 
Budget         £4,000.00 £2,700.00  

Surplus/(Deficit) (£382.00)   (£301.00)  
 
EDDLESTON   

Total Offerings for June 2007                     £1085.32    
Total Offerings for June 2006                              £809.55  
Total Offerings for 6 months 2007                      £3901.52  
Total Offerings for 6 months 2006                      £3416.55 
Surplus/(Deficit)                         £484.97 



 



 

The Pilgrim’s Aiding 
 

May God be with thee in every pass, 
Jesus be with thee on every knoll, 
Spirit be with thee by water’s roll, 
............On headland, on ridge, and on grass; 
 

Each sea and land, each moor and each mead, 
Each eve’s lying-down, each rising’s morn, 
In the wave-trough, or on foam-crest borne, 
............Each step which thy journey doth lead. 
.......... 

.. 

From Poems of the Western Highlanders 


