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A service of  

Nine 
Lessons 

 & Carols 
 

With the TOP Choristers 

and Choir 
Sunday 20th December 

6pm 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Lunch & Film 
In aid of Access for All 

 

Sunday 13th December 2009 
Following Morning Worship 

 

Lunch 12 noon 

Soup and Sandwiches 
Film 1pm 

“Polar Express” 
Adults £5   Accompanying Children Free 

Contact : Karen Ritchie 01896 833 108 
 



 

Pastoral letter 
December 2009 

 

As a native of Greenock I was reared on the stories of some of the 

town’s most famous sons, including the man whose name springs 

to mind each time we change a light bulb, the inventor James 

Watt.  Tradition has it that, as a fifteen-year-old, Watt sat for an 

hour in the kitchen of a family friend, fascinated by the boiling 

kettle and conducting his own little experiments and making his 

calculations.   Though accused by the lady of the house of idleness 

he persisted and hindsight suggests that the “idle” time was 

probably the most productive hour of his young life. 

 

Watt’s active mind had become engaged as he waited for the 

kettle to boil.  In a seemingly futile process of gazing at a kettle 

as it slowly warmed and came to the boil, young James was 

already applying his mind to the simple experiments he would 

conduct once the waiting was over and he could systematically 

remove and replace the lid, watch the steam rise and count the 

water droplets coming from it.   

 

Whether or not the incident occurred it’s a good story and a story 

that can perhaps inspire us all as we journey together through 

Advent?   

 
 

Advent is so much more than a period of waiting or a 

laborious countdown to Christmas.  It is a time of 

expectation; a time of preparation; a time of proclamation 
 

 

Waiting, whether for a boiling kettle or for one of the more 

momentous events in life, can be a tedious process.  We can 

simply endure the wait or, like James Watt with the lady’s kettle, 

we can make fruitful use of the time.  We can find all manner of 

distractions to take our minds off the wait and to help the time to 

pass, or we can focus our thoughts on what it is that we are 

waiting for and so be all the more ready for it when it arrives. 

 

Advent is so much more than a period of waiting or a laborious 

countdown to Christmas.  It is a time of expectation; a time of 

preparation; a time of proclamation.  It is a time of making 



ourselves ready to embrace the astounding truth of the 

Incarnation, that God, almighty beyond our imagining, enters fully 

into human experience to reveal himself in our terms and to 

create the means by which the aching division between Creator 

and blemished creation is healed and the godliness of God’s world 

is restored. 

 

Let us all make time to wait creatively on the way towards 

Christmas and if life is so hectic that it’s a struggle to make space 

to engage in creative waiting then here’s a thought:  each time, 

you put the kettle on in the next few weeks, rather than finding 

other things to do while it comes to the boil, just take a couple of 

minutes to reflect on what God does for the world in the 

Incarnation.  All those couples of minutes will add up to precious 

preparation time.    
 

 

With love, 

Calum Macdougall.    
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Christmas at the Cupboard! 
 

Traidcraft Christmas cards and Christmas goods are 

now available for sale at the Traidcraft cupboard for 

those who want to get preparations under way. We 

also have a new selection of sweets including 

chocolate coins and chocolate buttons as well as new 
introductions to the Fairtrade range. Come along after 

morning worship and see what is available. 
 



News from  

Peebles & Eddleston 
What we’re up to. 
 

 

 

Church Treasurer and Covenant Convenor 
 

After many years service as Church Treasurer, Alan Douglas 

has decided that now is the time to retire. Alan is one of those 

stalwarts of the church who has carried out this onerous and 

responsible task with quiet good humour and dedication and we 

are deeply indebted to him for all his hard work on our behalf. 
 

The search is now on for a replacement. The task in future will be much less 

onerous than it has been in the past, as the basic book keeping will be 

undertaken by the Church Administrator, Alison Duncan. The new treasurer 

will of course still remain responsible, with the Finance Committee for the 

control of our financial affairs. So far it has not been possible to find an 

immediate replacement.  The treasurer does not need to be a member of 

the Kirk Session and if any member of the Congregation would be interested 

in filling this important role or who knows anyone who might be, would they 

please contact  either the Minister or myself  as soon as possible. 
 

With the new book keeping arrangements now in place, all accounts for 

payment and any cash receipts should be passed to the Church 

Administrator in the first instance. 
 

Also retiring at this time is David Annand, who has been our 

Covenant Convenor for more years than most of us can 

remember. David has carried out this role with meticulous 

care, sensitivity and concern for the needs of the church and 

our sincerest thanks are due to him for his long and dedicated 

service. Someone to replace him has come forward and after 

the Kirk Session meets in December, I hope it will be possible 

to confirm this new appointment.  

 

     Ronald Ireland, Interim Finance Convenor 



 

The Church of Scotland diary for 2010 
 

…has a picture of the Old Parish Church on its cover. There will 

be the chance to buy one in both churches after the morning 

service throughout October.  

They cost £6.99. 25% of the total sales we get to keep. Please 

see Janet Macdougall after the morning service.  
 

 

 
 

Ring out the Climate Change on December 13th 
 

As you know the eco-committees of both churches are 

holding an event on the 13th December at 3pm 

coinciding with the Climate Justice Talks in 

Copenhagen. Angus Russel is going to ring the Old 

Parish Church bell and Vivienne Wilmut and her team, 

including some of the junior choir, are ringing the 

Eddleston Bell. The bells will be rung 350 times  
 

 

Why 350 times? According to many scientists, climate 

experts and progressive national governments, the 

safe upper limit for CO2 in the atmosphere is 350 parts 

per million (ppm). At the moment the concentration is 

390ppm. Unless this can be rapidly reduced we are in 

danger of reaching tipping points with irreversible 

impacts such as the melting of the Greenland ice 

sheet. 
   

You are invited to come and join us either on the steps 

in front of the Old Parish Church or outside Eddleston 

Church.  

We will be part of a time-line that starts in Fiji (where 

the effects of Climate Change are already being experienced) and goes right 

round the World. The overall organisers of this event are the World Council 

of Churches.  

Please bring with you something that will make a 

noise! A hand bell, a drum, a gong, a conch 

shell or a horn in order that we can accompany 

the big bells. There will be something warm to 

drink inside the Old Parish Church after the event.  
 

Please Contact Vivienne Wilmut about the 

Eddleston event. 
 

Please meet at 2.45pm in order that we can start 

at 3pm prompt. We look forward to seeing you there. 
 

If you would like anymore information please phone Diana Brown 720 817 

Janet Macdougall 720 568 or Vivienne Wilmut 730 335  

 

‘The earth is the 

Lord’s and the 

fullness 

thereof.’  
 

Psalm 24 verse 1 
 



 

Guild of Friendship AGM 
 

The Guild of Friendship is holding its A. G. M. on Thursday 

10th December at 2 pm in the song school of the Old 

Parish. New members very welcome so why not come 

along and find out more of what we do.  

 

Family Ceilidh Thanks 
 

An enjoyable evening was had by all on the 

24th October at the family ceilidh in the 

MacFarlane Hall and we raised £256 for the 

Access for All appeal.  
 

Many people helped to make it the success it 

was. No one more so than Fiona Sinclair who 

stood in at the last moment to provide live 

accordion music. Thanks Fiona. Thanks also to our two young musicians, 

Mhairi and Ishbel who provided excellent entertainment at the interval.  
 

Thank you to all who provided savouries and sweets for the buffet. It was all 

very appreciated with only a few goodies left over for Sunday coffee. Thanks 

also to the team of helpers on the night, especially Fiona and Alasdair 

MacFarlane, Eddie Knowles and Pauline Copeland. 

 

 

 

CHAT IN THE HAT! 
 

Following the success of our first 'Pic and Mix' discussion evening, it was decided 

to hold another meeting in December. 

 If you like to share opinions about today's controversial issues come along and 

join us for a glass of wine and nibbles. 

 Bring along a topic for discussion and put it into the hat! 

 

TUESDAY 8TH DECEMBER 

7.30pm 

EDDLESTON PARISH CHURCH 

 

ALL ARE VERY WELCOME 
 



 

COME CAROL SINGING  
WITH EDDLESTON PARISH AND JUNIOR CHOIRS  

 

on 

TUESDAY 22nd DECEMBER 

At 6.30pm 

 

MEET AT THE CHRISTMAS TREE IN OLD 

MANSE ROAD 

 

We will be collecting for Marie Curie Cancer Care 
 

Refreshments will be available afterwards in the 

church 
 

EVERYONE IS VERY WELCOME TO JOIN US 
 

 

 

 

Our Sunday School mums go out on the town! 
 

Although this happy gathering took place way back in August, the pictures 

have only just been released by the authorities. 

 
Pictured here are some of the mums starting their night out on the town 

with a meal in The Green Tree Hotel. There’s no record of when they were 

asked to leave however we understand that no charges will be raised. 



 

Kirk Session Matters 
The Kirk Session of the Old Parish Church of Peebles 

met on Wednesday, 11th November 2009 
Compiled by Fiona Taylor 

 

 

Mention was made of the health of Session member Mrs Cathy 

Davidson, who is currently receiving hospital treatment. 
 

A unitary constitution for this church is to be adopted, subject to 

agreement by the congregation. 
 

Mr Len Douglas is to take on the responsibility of running the 

church website. 
 

It was noted that the pages of the Book of Remembrance have 

occasionally not been turned to the current dates.  There was 

some discussion as to whether this could be done by those 

responsible for the daily locking-up of the church. 
 

For the Finance Committee, Mr Ronald Ireland reported that the 

annual accounts have been submitted to O.S.C.R.  In the absence 

of a new Treasurer, the day-to-day book-keeping is done by the 

Church Administrator, an arrangement that is working well. 
 

Mr Roger Trueman has already reported in the November 

magazine on the progress of Access for All.  He added that the 

General Trustees have approved the proposals and that all other 

documents are progressing. 
 

From the Presbytery report, there was a continuing 

encouragement to hold Stewardship campaigns.  The “Back to 

Church” initiative will be repeated in 2010, which we already 

participate in with our “Bring a Friend” service.  It is hoped that 

communication with our partner parish in Zomba will become 

easier, and may be backed up by a visit and personal contacts 

from there in 2010.  There was discussion on the sending there of 

a container with school books and other materials which would be 

useful to them. 
 

The Minister outlined dates and times of Christmas services.  The 

Carol Service will be on Sunday 20th December at 6 pm, with the 

offering going to the Peebles Coal Fund.  There will be a 

Watchnight service on Thursday 24th December at 11.30 pm, and 

a short family service on Friday 25th December at 10 am.  The 

donation to the Peebles Youth Trust, approved at the September 

Session meeting, will be taken from the Watchnight service. 

 



 

Daily Worship Leaders –Dec/Jan 10 
Monday 7th   Rev. 10:1-11  Marjorie Renton  December 

Tuesday  8th   Rev. 11:1-19  Marjory McFarlane 

Wednesday 9th    Rev. 12:1-12  Frances Carroll 

Thursday 10th   Rev. 14:1-13  Jamie Griggs 

Friday  11th    Rev. 15:1-18  Fiona MacFarlane 

Saturday 12th  Rev. 17:1-14  Janet Macdougall 

Monday 14th  Rev. 18:1-8   Wilma Barrett 

Tuesday  15th   Rev. 18:9-20  Geoff Goldstraw 

Wednesday 16th   Rev. 18:21-24  Douglas Kesting 

Thursday 17th   Rev. 19:1-10  Jim Edgar 

Friday  18th   Rev. 19:11-16  School Services 

Saturday 19th  Rev. 20:1-6  Janette Cameron 

Monday  21st  Rev. 20:7-15  John Moore 

Tuesday 22nd  Rev. 21:1-8    Tom Mills 

Wednesday23rd  Rev.  21:9-21  Alistair Robertson 

Thursday 24th  Rev. 21:22-22:5   Lily Swinney 

Friday 25th  Rev. 22:6-13  Calum Macdougall 

Saturday 26th  Rev. 22:14-21  Pauline Copeland 

Monday  28th   1 Peter 1:1-12  Sheena Edgar 

Tuesday 29th  1 Peter 1:13-25  Isabelle Coghill 

Wednesday30th      1 Peter 2:1-10   John Fairless 

Thursday 31st    1 Peter 2:11-25  Diana  Brown 

Friday 1st   1 Peter 3:13-4:6  Tom Fairbairn  January 

Saturday 2nd    1 Peter 4:7-19  Elizabeth Parker 

Monday  4th   Amos 2:6-16  Marjorie Renton 

Tuesday 5th   Amos 3:1-11  Marjory McFarlane  

Wednesday6th   Amos 3:12-4:5  Frances Carroll 

Thursday 7th  Amos 4:6-13  Jim Edgar 

Friday 8th   Amos 5:1-17  Fiona MacFarlane 

Saturday 9th   Amos 5:18-27  Geoff Goldstraw 

Daily Worship 
in Peebles Old Parish,10am 
 



 

 

Friday 22nd January 

7 for 7.30 in the 

MacFarlane Hall 
 

Master of Ceremonies 

Lawrie McTeir 
 

Address to the Haggis  

Elizabeth Fairless 
 

Immortal Memory; 

Hendry White 
 

Toast to the Lasses; 

John Fairless 
 

Reply for the Lasses; 

Isabelle Smith 
 

Songs from  

Tom Fairbairn,  

John Fairless,  

Marianne Ewart  

and Ruby Buchan. 
 

 

 

Burns Supper 

Tickets £10  from Geoff Goldstraw, Jeanette Cameron, 

Edward & Elspeth Knowles 
 

 



 

The Ethical Christmas Fair  

Go Christmas shopping with a clear conscience. Create a win win situation. 

Enjoy a Christmas that won’t cost the earth. With everything from eco-

gadgets to Fairtrade chocolate, this market is guaranteed to make your 

Christmas greener than ever. Ethical and sustainable gifts, decorations and 

jewellery sit side by side with food and drink. You’ll find all this at 

• Castle Street  

• Saturday 12 December – Sunday 20 December  

• Opening times 10am - 7pm daily (except Sunday, 10am - 5pm)  

• Free Entry 

Stamps, Stamps Stamps 
 

Once again it’s that time of year when most of us resort to 

snail mail and keep the Post Office in business. Collect all 

your used stamps and bring them in to the collection box 

in the MacFarlane Hall.  They will go from here to 121 

where they will be put to good use. Collecting used stamps 

raises thousands of pounds every year. British first-class and second-class 

stamps and even international stamps are collected. Church of Scotland then 

sells them to collectors. All the money raised is used to support the work of 

a project around the world.  

This year’s World Mission Stamp Appeal is to raise money to support an 

outreach programme among the Roma people organised by our partner 

church in the Czech Republic. 
 

 

 

Could you contribute to our “Who we are” or Recipe column? 
 

We should have enough members in TOPCOP to run this column 
for over 50 years, sadly all but a few are too shy. Don’t be. A church is 

not only a building…it’s also the people in it so we’d be delighted if you’d like to 

contribute to this magazine by sending us your details for this column.  
 

Simply e-mail the editor for a form and send your responses back on 
magazine@topcop.org.uk or you’ll find a form in the MacFarlane Hall 

after services. A photo would be really handy obviously.  
 

There must be the odd favourite recipe out there from all you 

home bakers in Peebles…you can share them through our recipe column 
every month…go on and send it in. 

 
 
 



 

Who we are 
This month it’s our chance to learn more about one of our 

Sunday School members 

Mhairi Davidson   
 

 

What’s your day job?  

I’m at Halyrude School. 
 

Got a favourite food?  

Chocolate and sweeties! 
 

What’s on the CD player in your car?  

“Since you’ve been gone” by Rainbow 
 

Best career move?  

Coming to Peebles 
 

How would you sell the idea of TOPCOP to 

your friends?  

Tell them the good things we do! 
 

What was the last book you read?  

The Little House on the Prairie by Laura Ingles-Wilder 
 

Do you have a favorite book/film?  

I have lots. I like The Children Next Door by Jane Ure 
 

What’s important to you?  

My family and friends are the most important. 
 

What are your greatest strength/weakness?  

I am good at laughing and swimming. 
 

What are your other interests?  

Swimming, sports and walking. 
 

Got a favourite hymn or anthem?  

“How to put the colours in the Rainbow” 
 

Anything else we should know?  

I am starting Grade1 in Piano. 
 

 
 

 

 

We’re out of subjects yet again! A very big thank you to those who 

have already taken the time to respond. The editor is looking for 

more brave souls to have their souls bared in this column….go on 

don’t be shy! There are entry forms in the MacFarlane Hall or they 

can be e-mailed to you. With everyone involved this column could 

run for 50 years…nearly as long as The Archers so it would be a pity 

if it stopped after just one year. Just fill in one of the forms in the 

MacFarlane Hall and pass it to the editor@topcop.org.uk  
 

 



Bell-tower Craik 
More tea Vicar? 

 

 

 

Who’s for coffee? 

A man and his wife were having an argument 

about who should brew the coffee each 

morning. 

The wife said, "You should do it, because you 

get up first, and then we don't have to wait as 

long to get our coffee." 

The husband said, "You are in charge of 

cooking around here and you should do it, 

because that is your job, and I can just wait for 

my coffee." 

Wife replies, "No, you should do it, and 

besides, it is in the Bible that the man should 

do the coffee." 

Husband replies, "I can't believe that, show 

me." 

So she fetched the Bible, and opened the New Testament and showed him 

at the top of several pages, that it indeed says.... "HEBREWS" 
 

Mother in a Storm 

One winter evening during a violent thunderstorm a mother was tucking her 

small boy into bed. She was about to turn off the light when he asked with a 

tremor in his voice, "Mommy, will you sleep with me tonight?" 

The mother smiled and gave him a reassuring hug. "I can't, dear," she said, 

"I have to sleep with your daddy." 

A long silence was broken at last by his shaky little voice: "The big coward."  

 

How to get to Heaven from Scotland ...  

A teacher was testing her children in her 

Glasgow Sunday school class to see if they 

understood the concept of getting into 

heaven.  
  

She asked them, "If I sold my house and 

my car, had a big jumble sale and gave all 

my money to the church, would that get 

me into heaven?"  
    

"NO!" the children answered.  
  

"If I cleaned the church every day, 

mowed the garden and kept everything tidy, 

would that get me into heaven?"  
  



Again, the answer was 'No!'    
  

By now I was starting to smile.  
  

"Well, then, if I was kind to animals and gave sweeties to all the 

children, and loved my husband, would that get me into heaven?"  
  

Again, they all answered 'No!'   
  

She was just bursting with pride for them and continued, "Then how can I 

get into heaven?"  
 

A six year old boy shouted, "Yuv goat tae be deid!"  
  

Kinda brings a wee tear tae yir e'e does it no?  
 

Did Noah Fish? 

A Sunday school teacher asked, 'Johnny, do you think Noah did a lot  

of fishing when he was on the Ark?'  

“No,' replied Johnny. 'How could he, with just two worms.' 
 

Higher Power 

A Sunday school teacher said to her children, 'We have been  

learning how powerful kings and queens were in Bible times. But,  

there is a Higher Power. Can anybody tell me what it is?'    

One child blurted out, 'Aces!' 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Thanks 
from the 

magazine babes. 
 

 

Thank you. Since we included the costings for this magazine in this column 

we’ve had a great response.  
 

In the last year to September we’ve collected just over £3,000 for the 

magazine. We calculated that the magazine costs somewhere in the region 

of 45p per copy to produce (including the colour cover) so your donations 

are essential to not only keep the magazine going but to add funding for our 

church. We’re always looking for ways we can improve the content so 

answers on a postcard please! So it’s a big thank you to you our readers 

from the Magazine Babes for your donations in the last year. 
 

Magazine Distributors 

Please note that your folders will not be in your pews anymore. They will be 

in Boxes in the NORTH and SOUTH AISLES at the back seat. 
 

New developments. Thanks to our new printer we can produce a large-

print copy of this magazine so if this would be helpful to you, please ask 

your magazine distributor for this service. 
 

If you’d like to save a tree or two you can also access the magazine in 

full colour on the website www.topcop.org.uk/magazine 

 

 
 

 

 

Would you like your own copy each month? 

Well help is at hand… just fill in and post this form! 
 

 

To: 

Miss Marianne Ewart, 23 Cuddyside, Peebles EH45 8EN (721964) or 

Mrs Ruby Buchan, 14 Kingsland Square, Peebles EH45 8EZ (721048) 

 

Your name …………………………………………………………………… 

 

Your address…………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

I’m happy to enclose a donation of £….... towards the cost of the 

Magazine. 

Please make cheques payable to “The Old Parish Church of Peebles” 
 

 

 



 

CHURCH ORDERS (PEEBLES) 
 

READERS 
    

Dec 6 All-age Worship Malachi 3:1-4 

St Luke 3:1-6 
    

 13 Margaret Ireland Zephaniah 3:14-29 

St Luke 3:7-18 
    

 20 Anne Derrick Micah 5:2-5a 

St Luke 1:39-45 
    

 24  Isaiah 9:2-7 

St Luke 2:1-14 
    

 25  Isaiah 62:6-12 

St Luke 2:8-20 
    

 27 Alan Douglas Isaiah 52:7-10 

St John 1:1-14 
    

Jan 3 Rachael Forsyth Jeremiah 31:7-14 

St John 1:1-18 
    

 10 Frances Carrol Isaiah 43:1-7 

St Luke 3:15-17 and 21-22 
    

 17 Tom Swanston Isaiah 62:1-5 

St John 2:1-11 
    

 24 United Service United Service for the Week of 

Christian Unity 
    

 31 Isabelle Coghill Jeremiah 1:4-10 

St Luke 4:21-30 
    

DUTY ELDERS          North                         South 

Dec  Tom McAndrew Archie Cameron 

  Marjorie Gregory Alastair Fleming 

  Frances Carrol Fiona Fleming 

Jan  Jim Edgar David Annand 

  Alastair Cumming Pauline Copeland 
    

SHORT ORDERS OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Dec 27 Diana Brown Cathie Davidson   

  Leonard Grandison Tom Mills   
    

DING DONG MERRILY ON HIGH 

Dec 6 Anne Derrick (am) Fiona Taylor (pm) 

 13 Jeanette Mackison 

 20 Alison Cruickshanks (am) Fiona Taylor (pm) 

 24 Roger Trueman (Watchnight) 

 25 Christmas Day 

 27 Margaret Ireland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES 
EDDLESTON 

 

   

December  
   

Sunday 

6th 

11.45am Morning Worship. Second Sunday of Advent 

Bring a Friend Sunday.  

Coffee after the Service 
   

Sunday 

13th 

11.45am All-age Morning Worship. Third Sunday of Advent. 

Preacher: Mr Jamie Griggs  
   

Sunday 

20th 

11.45am 

 

Morning Worship. Fourth Sunday of Advent  

Junior Choir will present “Angels Up High” 

Admission of New Communicants. 
   

Thursday 

24th 

  6pm Christmas Eve Service 

   

Sunday 

27th 

11.45am Words & Music for Christmas 

   

January    
   

Sunday 

3rd 

11.45am Morning Worship. First Sunday of the New Year 

 
 
 
 
 

 

CONGREGATIONAL REGISTERS 
 

 

PEEBLES 

MARRIAGE 

7th November  Miss Helen Mullen to Mr Alistair McGrath  

now at 22a Northgate, Peebles 

DEATH 

25th October  Mrs Helen Gray. 32 Damcroft, Peebles 
 

NEW MEMBERS.  By transference certificate; Robin & Anne Cochrane, 48 

Parkland, Rosetta Caravan Park, Peebles. From Upper 

Umgeni in the Presbyterian Church of Southern Africa. 
 

EDDLESTON 

BAPTISM 

1st November  Kayla Louise, daughter of Louise Williamson,  

23 Kingsmuir Crescent, Peebles 

DEATH 

3rd November  Mr James Pretswell 22 Whitehaugh Avenue, Peebles 
 

 
 



 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES 
 

PEEBLES 
 

 

December   

Sunday 6th 10am 

 

 

  6pm 

Morning Worship. Second Sunday of Advent 

With the Sacrament of Holy Baptism 

Nativity Presentation 

Monthly Evening Service 

The Tale of Papa Panov by Leo Tolstoy 
   

Sunday 13th 10am 

 

Morning Worship. Third Sunday of Advent 

Preacher: Mr Jamie Griggs 
   

Sunday 20th 10am 

  6pm 

Morning Worship Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 
   

Thurs 24th 11.30pm Christmas Eve Watchnight Service 
   

Friday 25th 10am 

   

Short Christmas Day Service 

   

Sunday 27nd 10am 

 

Words & Music for Christmas  

   

January   

Sunday 

3rd 

10am 

6pm 

Morning Worship. First Sunday of the New Year 

Monthly Evening Service 
   

Daily Worship at Peebles Monday to Saturday at 10am. 
 

 

 

OFFERINGS 
 

EDDLESTON   

Total Offerings for November 2009  £771.88 

Total Offerings for November 2008  £974.38 

Total Offerings for 11 months 2009  £7,534.22 

Total Offerings for 11 months 2008  £7,057.71 

Surplus/(Deficit)   £476.51 
 

 
 

 

Thanks to all of you who have contributed to this 

edition of the TOPCOP magazine. 
 
 

If you’ve an event happening within the church and would like 

people to know about it through this magazine? Let the editor know. It 

would be a great help if articles or intimations for the December 2009    

magazine be sent in by 20th December to David MacFarlane on 07711 

851611 or preferably e-mail: magazine@topcop.org.uk  
 



 

FLOWER CALENDAR 
Convenor: 

Mrs Maureen Collier 724633 
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Wedding Flowers 

 Distributor Elizabeth Trueman 

13  Christmas Arrangements 

 Donors Mrs June Grandison, Edinburgh Road 

Mrs Janet Macdougall 

The Afleck Family, Bourne, Lincolnshire 

Mrs Gilchrist, Elliots Park 

20  Christmas Arrangements D
e
c
e

27  Christmas Arrangements 

                     

 

3 

 

 

 

Christmas Arrangements 

10 Donors Mrs A Edgar, Northumberland 

Mrs M Ireland, Edderston Road 

 Arranger Mrs Margaret Percy-Robb 

 Distributor Mrs Janet Macdougall 

17 Donor Mrs Thomson, Kingsmuir Crescent 

Mr Forrest, Edderston Ridge 

 Arranger Mrs Eileen Williamson 

 Distributor Mrs Eileen Williamson 

24 Donor Mrs A Goodburn, Innerleithen Road 

 Arranger Mrs Anne Ross 

 Distributor Miss Marianne Ewart 

31 Donor Mrs E Peat, South Park West 

 Arranger Margaret Ireland 

J
a
n
u
a
r
y
 

 

 

 

Distributor Mrs Lamont, Rosetta Road 



Who’s Who at Peebles & Eddleston 
 

Minister:  

The Reverend Calum Macdougall 
The Manse, Innerleithen Road, 

Peebles EH45 8BD  
01721 720568  

calum@topcop.org.uk 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Session Clerk:  

Sheena Edgar 
5 Jubilee Park 

PEEBLES  

Tel: 01721 723327. 
sheena@topcop.org.uk 

 
Treasurer:  

Please contact  
Alison Duncan 

 

 

 

Organist & Choirmaster: 

Andrew Russel 

Glensax, Bonnington Road, 
Peebles.  

01721 721127 
music@topcop.org.uk 

Church Administrator & 

Roll Keeper: 
Alison Duncan 

House: 721033 
Mobile: 07752 633287 

admin@topcop.org.uk 
  

 

Beadle:  
Edward Knowles 

56 Elliots Park, Peebles. 
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A Poem For Inclusion In Your Special Christmas Cards 
 

I have a list of folks I know all written in a book 

And every year at Christmas time I go and take a look, 

And that is when I realise that these names are a part 

Not of the book they’re written in, but of my very heart. 

For each name stands for someone who has touched my life sometime, 

And in that meeting they’ve become the “Rhythm in each Rhyme”. 

And while it sounds fantastic for me to make this claim, 

I really feel I am composed of each remembered name. 

 

And while you may not be aware of any special link, 

Just meeting you has shaped my life a lot more than you think. 

For once that you have known someone, the years cannot erase  

The memory of a pleasant word or of a friendly face. 

So never think my Christmas cards are just a mere routine 

Of the names upon a list, forgotten in between. 

For when I send a Christmas card that is addressed to you, 

It is because you’re on that list of folks I’m indebted to. 

And whether I have known you for many years or few, 

In some way you have had a part in shaping things I do. 

So every year when Christmas comes, I realise anew 

One of the greatest gifts that God can give is knowing folks like you. 
 



 

 


