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Lessons 



 

Pastoral letter 
December 2008 

 

I was reminded recently of a story - I suppose you 
would call it a parable - that I first heard when I was 
taking a course at university a few years ago.   
 
A man was crossing a desert.  As he went deeper 
and deeper into the wide open nothingness that was 
all around him, he became more and more 
disoriented.  Soon he was completely lost.  As the 
sun beat down on him he grew increasingly weak.  
He was dehydrating rapidly and anxiety was 
tightening its grip on him when at last an oasis came 
into view on the horizon. 
 
As he drew closer to the oasis he could see lush 
green shrubs and he was sure he could hear the 
gurgling of a spring.  He would be able to eat, to 
quench his thirst and revive his weary limbs ... or he 
would have been, except that he remembered 
hearing that the unrelenting dry heat of the desert 
played tricks on people’s minds.  Fearing he was 
losing his wits, he convinced himself that all that he 
was looking at was no more than a figment of his 
imagination.  It was only his tormented mind playing 
tricks on him, so he thought. 

 

 

It is into the midst of that very bleakness, 

however, that Advent hope bursts in. 
 

  

A few days later some other travellers stopped at the 
same spot for respite.  They were astonished to 
discover the parched body of the man lying within 
yards of the spring, with nourishing vegetation all 
around him.  The travellers couldn’t figure out how 
the man could possibly have died from starvation 



and dehydration, yet that was precisely the cause of 
his demise. 
 
As the gloom of global economic meltdown appears 
to grow more dismal by the day, as prospects for an 
end to war in Iraq and Afghanistan look as bleak as 
they did a year ago, as human suffering on a scale 
we scarcely dare to imagine afflicts countless 
thousands in the Congo, in the Sudan and in 
Somalia, the world can seem a very dark place 
indeed.  It is into the midst of that very bleakness, 
however, that Advent hope bursts in. The heart of 
the message of Advent is that people who live in 
darkness see the light that brings hope and promises 
reconciliation. 
 
How tragic to allow ourselves, like that man in the 
desert, to be persuaded by our own skewed logic 
that it cannot be true because it’s too good to be 
true. 
 
The invitation at the heart of Christian faith is to look 
into the bleakest scenario and to see, even there, 
the flicker of light that persuades us to invest our 
faith, our hope and our love in God’s future, a future 
embodied in the fragility and dependence of a 
newborn child.  When we really focus on that 
thought during the days of Advent, Christmas truly 
is worth waiting for. 
 
A very happy Christmas to you all. 

 

 
With love, 

Calum  M acdougall.  

        



 

News from our organisations 
What we’re up to. 
 

 

 Situations Vacant 
 

A vacancy has arisen for a group of 3-4 friends to serve tea/coffee 
and bacon rolls on a Friday morning every 7 or 8 weeks. 
Opportunities such as these do not come up very often and even if 
your friends are not persuaded by this tempting offer to make new 
friends and have fun please do apply yourself as you may be the 
very person we are looking for to complete a team. No experience 
necessary. We are a very equal opportunities organisation and all 
are welcome and required. Full training will be given!  For more 
information please contact Diana Brown (720817)  
 

Ding-dong battle with the elements 
 

Joann Mellors and Fiona Taylor wish to thank all who sponsored the bell-
ringing requests on Saturday 25th October.  We would like to repeat the 
performance one fine day next spring, to give folk a chance to listen from 
outside.  For anybody listening, the bells sounded absolutely fantastic a 
week later in calm cold air! 
 
 

Our cross-channel swimmer reaches shore 
 

Anne Ross has completed her cross-channel swim leaving her very clean 
and rather wrinkled! Anne wishes to thank all her sponsors for their 
support, so far she has raised over £220.  
  

 

Flower Donors Calendar 2008-2009 
 

Thank you to everyone who has donated flowers over the past 
year and to the ladies who have arranged and distributed them. 

 

The Flower Calendar for 2008-2009 is now in place on the notice 
board in the church vestibule. Can I ask that all existing donors 
please check their information is correct and let me know if there 

are any changes required. 
 

If you would like to donate flowers at any time please contact 
Maureen on 724633 

 



 

Burns Supper 
Friday 16th January 

7 for 7.30 in the MacFarlane Hall 
 

Chairman Alistair Robertson 
 

Address to the Haggis and a song 

or two Walter Brodie 
 

Immortal Memory; 
Stewart Houston (retired 

Procurator Fiscal  from Lanark) 
 

Toast to the Lasses; 
Geoff Goldstraw 

 

Reply for the Lasses; 
Lynn Coultard 

 

Songs from Marianne and Ruby. 
 

Music while we eat; 
Fiona  & Rod Sinclair 

 

Neeps from Archie 

Smellie,Hattonknowe 

Farm,Eddleston. 
 

Tatties from Drew Walker,  

Darnhall Farm,Eddleston. 
 

Tickets £10 (including a glass of wine) from 

Geoff Goldstraw and Sheena Edgar 
Help is required with ticket selling, neep bashing and 

tattie boiling...please contact Geoff on 722040 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

As many of us were aware, there were issues with the existing sound 
system in the church and in an All Age Service involving the use of 
Powerpoint someone had to spend an age setting up the screen and 
projector and making sure the laptop was speaking properly to the 
projector – a time consuming although pleasurable task carried out by 3 
kind bodies. 
 

You may have spotted two vans on the church steps over the past 2 or 3 
weeks belonging a company called Audio Light Systems. Their team have 
installed a complete new Audio Visual system in the church and have 
made a very neat and professional job in keeping with the building. The 
new system now has 2 screens fitted which fold away when not required, 
and projectors concealed under the balcony – 1 on each side.  Also we 
have a whole new sound system with a 16 channel mixing desk enabling 
us to tackle any demands or requests. 
 

Being much more advanced than the previous one a team of us are 
spending what precious spare time we have getting to know it and 
discovering all it can do to enable us to produce a comfortable listening 
and viewing experience during services and events. 
 

A huge Thanks has to be given to all those involved in the various fund 
raising events they organised in order for this project to take place. 
Thanks to their talent and giving of their time, funds became available. We 
are very fortunate in TOPCOP to have such talented and willing volunteers! 
 

The Hymns will now be available every Sunday on the screens but if you 
prefer to have a Hymn book in your hand that’s fine too and they will 
always be available.  Anyone taking part in a service can also have items 
included in the Powerpoint presentations whether it be text, pictures, 
sound or film. All that would be required is to give the material to me by 
the middle of the week before the Sunday in question and it can be 
included. 
 

I must send my apologies for typo’s noticed on Sunday 23rd Nov. The last 
refrain of the first Hymn was WRONG!! Some good did come out of it 
though and I now know not to take things for granted.  Just because the 
first 4 refrains are the same doesn’t mean the last one will be. It did 
however produce an interesting effect as some sung the correct words 
from the book and others the incorrect version produced by me. Right I’m 

 

Sound and Vision 

-a new dimension 
 

John Scott 



off to practice my typing skills and hopefully in the future will produce 
mistake free Powerpoints! Any comments or suggestions would be 
gratefully received – well the nice ones at least! If you do want to contact 
me please do so. 
 email:  mrfixit.rapid@virgin.net        or      phone:   07968 390 886 
 

Forties Night revisited! 
 

Thanks to Anne Derrick there’s a comprehensive 
report on the Forties Night held at the beginning 
of November in this magazine but if that’s not 
enough for you Anne will be showing a film of the 
evening on Sunday 14th December in the 
MacFarlane Hall after Morning Service.  
 

Anne will be collecting for ActionAid at this event. This is to enable us as 
a congregation to donate the cost of a cow or some hens to a needy 
place.                                                 Registered charity no. is 274467 
 

 
 

 

 

Lunch & Film 
In aid of Access for All 

 

Sunday 14th 
December  

 

Following Morning Worship 
 

Lunch 12 noon 

Soup and Sandwiches 
Film 1pm 

“TBC – a Christmas Film” 
Adults £5   Accompanying Children Free 

 

Contact : Karen Ritchie 01896 833 108 
 

 



 
 

Christmas Presents!      
 

By now you are probably wondering what to give that difficult 
relation who has everything. Help is at hand.  The Edinburgh Ethical 
Christmas Fayre runs from Dec. 6th till the 14th. from 10.00am-7pm 
Mon. –Sat. and 10.00-5pm. on Sundays . You will find it at the 
corner of Princes Street and Castle St. It includes the very best of 
Fair Trade, Ethical, Organic and Environmental Gifts under one 
festive roof and has great value gift ideas that you won’t find on the 
high Street. For more information pick up one of the leaflets in the 
MacFarlane Hall. Also in the Hall are a selection of Charity brochures 
offering a wide range of ”alternative “ gifts, ranging from £8.00 for 
school books or basketballs to £5000 for a small scale micro-hydro 
power system. Help yourself to a brochure if you think this would 
solve your present giving this year.  Dare to be different and enjoy 
an ethical Christmas that won’t cost the earth. 
 

Stamp Appeal 
 

Once again we ask you to collect all your used stamps and deposit 
them in the box in the MacFarlane Hall. Please leave at least ¼” 
around each stamp. This years stamp appeal is raising money for a 
project that helps young girls in North India, who drop out of school 
due to financial hardship, gender or caste discrimination, return to 
school and continue their education. In 2007 the sum raised was 
£2057 which went to Chinese orphanages looking after children 
with physical or mental disabilities. 
 

 

The Christmas Traidcraft catalogue is now 
available at the Fairtrade stall in the MacFarlane Hall. If anyone would 
like to put in an order for anything from the catalogue please ask for an 
order form on any Sunday morning when the stall is open. There is a 
large selection of cards and paper as well as foodstuffs, clothing, toys 
and wine. 

 
 



 

Come and celebrate the arrival 

of Christmas day with us 
 

Watchnight Service 

December 24th 11.30pm 
 

Christmas Day Family Service 

10am 
Peebles Old Parish Church of Scotland 

Where all are welcome 
 
 

Fairtrade for 

Christmas 
 

The Fairtrade stall in the 

MacFarlane Hall has its 
Christmas supplies in and you can even order 
goods from the catalogues.  

 

Think how much better you will feel when people are moaning 
about the commercialisation of Christmas and you know that by 
sending Traidcraft Christmas cards, baking your cake with 
Traidcraft sugar and fruit and having afternoon (Traidcraft) tea 
with Christmas tree shaped chocolate biscuits, you are helping the 
suppliers to send their children to school or pay for much needed 

medical supplies. We also 
have wrapping paper, 
chocolate coins, Advent 
calendars, chocolate 
Christmas puddings and 
nativity scenes. 
 

 



 

Kirk Session Matters 
The Kirk Session of Peebles Old Parish Church of 

Scotland met on Wednesday, 12th November 2008. 
Compiled by Fiona Taylor 

 
 

Mention was made of Session members Mr Tom McAndrew, Mr Jimmy 
Robinson and Mrs Diana Brown, all recently in hospital for surgery and 
now recovering. 
   

Informal gatherings will be arranged for prospective elders to meet 
with the Minister and each other. 
 

The Presbytery Elder, Mr Roger Trueman, reported that Presbytery is 
encouraging congregations to think imaginatively and creatively about 
their partner parish in Zomba Presbytery.  There will be a joint meeting 
with Eddleston on 28th January 2009, to focus on this twinning 
arrangement.  This will also give an opportunity to see the changes to 
the internal layout of Eddleston Church. 
 

The recent excellently-organised Forties’ Night made a profit of £1241 
for Access for All. 
 

Mr Alasdair MacFarlane reported on the installation of the new sound 
system and the completion of a number of minor fabric repairs. 
 

Mr Tom Fairbairn reported on an encouraging start to the daily worship 
services. 
 

For the Youth Committee, Mr Drew Lowe reported on plans, jointly with 
St Andrew’s Leckie, to employ a Christian youth worker. 
 

At the recent united Remembrance Day service, there was an excellent 
and moving presentation by Peebles High School students, organised 
by their Senior Student Council. 
 

The General Assembly wishes stewardship matters to be kept in the 
forefront of Kirk business, emphasising committed and regular giving, 
rather than simply balancing the books annually.  Participation of the 
community at large has to be encouraged.  The talent scheme, which 
involved considerable outreach, shores up this year’s finances, but 
longer-term planning is needed for future years’ stability. 
 

The Access for All project is progressing well, with a detailed planning 
application being submitted. 
 



St Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church will celebrate its 150th anniversary 
on 29th December 2008, and a joint service will be held on 18th January 
2009. 
 

All church properties are to be revalued for insurance purposes by 30th 
June 2010, as approved by this year’s General Assembly. 
 

Professor Francis Dalrymple-Hamilton is leading the way on a “Calvin 
500” conference to be held here at the start of July 2009, which will 
attract participants from all over the country.  Speakers have been 
arranged, with two of the sessions being held at Peebles Old and two 
at St Andrew’s Leckie. 

 

 

TOPCOoks 
Well here’s a very fine sweet treat with a local 

connection courtesy of Marjory McFarlane 
If you’ve a favourite recipe you’d like to see featured here 

 then pass it on to the editor. 
 
 
 

Cringletie Mist 

 
2 tblspns caster sugar 
Juice of ½ lemon 
grated rind of ½ lemon 
300 ml double cream 
4 dessert pears poached, chopped or 
sliced 
2 tblspn Crabbie’s Green Ginger Wine 
 

1. Mix together the sugar, lemon juice 
and rind and the Ginger Wine in a 
bowl; allow to stand until the sugar dissolves.  

2. Whisk cream until floppy, then gradually whisk in the ginger 
syrup until all absorbed. 

3. Divide the pears between six glasses and spoon over the ginger 
syllabub. 

4. Decorate with crystallised ginger and a mint leaf. 
 
If you like you can use Lakeland’s Ginger Sauce instead of the Ginger 
Wine. 
Uncooked ripe desert pears give this sweet more of a crunch. For 
unripe pears, poach in a sugar syrup flavoured with lemon. 
 



They were there… 
 

Well, it’s over – not WW2 but our own 1940s Night ! Much anticipated, it 
was well worth the wait and we are delighted to announce that not only 
did everyone have an absolutely fantastic evening, but we also raised a 
magnificent £1200 for our Access for All fund. 

There were many people involved in the 
preparation of the evening, whether it 
was catering (sausages, Lord Woolton 
Pie and Spam followed by sponge and 
custard), decorating the Hall, providing 
the first-class entertainment, serving the 
drinks or running one of our stalls, and 
we are grateful to them all. The picture 
shows ‘Nippies’ Helen, Diana and Janette 
just about to serve their customers. 

 

From the moment you entered, greeted 
by 1940s couple Rod and Fiona, and 
cheered by a drink from ‘Café Rene’, you 
knew you were in for a special evening.  
The Hall was magnificently decorated in 
street party style by Jeanette and Wilma, 
complete with Siegfried Washing Line and 
even an exhibition of items and pictures 
from Peebles in the 1940s.  The Black 

Market, manned by two very convincing 
‘spivs’, George and Cathy, had some 
superb goods on offer, kindly donated by 
local businesses. On another stall, Anne 
and Caroline invited you to pinpoint the 
location of the Unexploded Bomb. It 
turned out to be at Veitch’s Corner, so 
take care when you pass that way! In 
addition, a knowledgable Land Girl (aka 
Marjory) was patrolling the floor ready to 



ask you a question on the 1940s with a prize 
for the first correct answer drawn.  
If that wasn’t enough, the capacity audience of 
over 100 were an attraction in themselves. 
From Wren officer to ARP Warden in genuine 
gear, from a Lumber Jill to a splendid nurse, 
the costumes reflected the enthusiasm of all 
concerned in getting involved in the 
atmosphere of the 1940s. 
After the meal, there was a chance to dance 
the Jitterbug and have another go on the stalls 
before settling down to some truly memorable 
entertainment. 
 

Who could have guessed that Marlene Dietrich 
herself would be there to sing ‘Lilli Marlene’ and 
‘Falling in Love Again’ ? She was followed by Alison’s moving interpretation 
of the lovely songs ‘A Nightingale sang in Berkeley Square’ and ‘I’ll be 
seeing you’. The performances by ‘Flanagan and Allen and the Andrews 
Sisters had the audience in stitches and of course the evening ended with 
a singsong and the appearance of the one and only Vera Lynn, who sang 
‘The White Cliffs of Dover’ and ‘We’ll meet again’. There wasn’t a dry eye 
in the house ! 
 

A big thankyou to all of you who supported us, and this includes the 
generous people who, unable to come on the night, made donations to the 
value of their tickets. We are also grateful to the local businesses who 
provided really excellent prizes. 
It was good to see a MacFarlane Hall filled to capacity with many weel-
kent faces as well as many, very welcome, new faces.  
 

If you want to see more pictures in colour, log onto the church website. 
Also, don’t miss the showing of “Forties Night – The Movie” at coffee after 
church one Sunday soon at a cinema near you 
 
 

 



 

Now Here’s a Thought…  
Francis Dalrymple-Hamilton 
 

 

At this time of the year there are a number of texts that we like to 
consider and think about.   One of these is ‘Unto us a Son is Born.’    
This month in my contribution to the Church Magazine I want to relate 
how this has become true for us as family in way far more wonderful 
than any of us could have thought.   My stepdaughter,   Gabrielle, who 
lives with her husband Craig in Leicester, has just recently given birth 
to her first child, a son who is called William Robert.   Of course we 
have known for a long while that this event was about to happen;  

however,  imagine our surprise 
when we were informed two 
Sundays ago at 03.00 am in the 
morning that the event was going 
to happen that day!   He came into 
the world at approx. 08.00 pm 
that very night.   Now it is trite to 
say the lives of Gabrielle and her 
husband will never be the same.   
Yet in a very wonderful way our 
lives are never going to be the 
same, and at the time of writing 
Charlotte is down with Gabrielle as 

the new born settles down to his new life and family. 
 

Now if all of this is true for us as a family and I have never been a 
grandfather before - how much more true is it for us as a church family 
as we celebrate advent this year.   The Son of God has come into the 
world in a very wonderful way, and the life of the Mother, in this case 
the Virgin Mary, was never quite the same any more. Is it not the case 
that our lives also should be affected by the coming of the Son of God 
into our world. Our lives should full of thanks to God for his great 
mercy and grace that the Son of God has come.   Our lives should be 
facing in a new direction due to the arrival of God’s Son.   We should 
be starry eyed with wonder and amazement as the Shepherds were, so 
that they told all that they came in contact with of all that they had 
seen.   Who will you tell this Christmas about the good news?    



 

 
 
in Peebles Old Parish 
Commencing 1st November  
and thereafter daily at 10am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For further details and if you’d like to help please 
contact Tom Fairbairn on 01721 720642 

Peebles Old Parish Church of Scotland 

Where all are welcome 
 
 

www.topcop.org.uk 

Daily 
Worship 



 

Daily Worship Leaders – December 
 

Monday 8th    John Fairless 
Tuesday 9th    Marjory McFarlane 
Wednesday 10th    Janette Cameron 
Thursday 11th    Janet Macdougall 
Friday  12th    Alan Douglas 
Saturday 13th   Pauline Copeland 
 

Monday 15th   Sheena Edgar 
Tuesday 16th    John Moore 
Wednesday 17th    Wilma Barrett 
Thursday 18th    Geoffrey Goldstraw 
Friday  19th    Douglas Kesting 
Saturday 20th    Russell Copeland 
 

Monday 22nd    Frances Carrol 
Tuesday 23rd    F. Dalrymple-Hamilton 
Wednesday 24th    Elspeth Knowles 
Thursday 25th    Christmas Day 
Friday  26th    Tom Mills 
Saturday 27th    Jim Edgar 
 

Monday  29th    Marjorie Renton 
Tuesday  30th    Alistair Robertson 
Wednesday 31st     Tom Fairbairn 
 

Thursday 1st January  F. Dalrymple-Hamilton 
Friday  2nd    Isabelle Coghill 
Saturday  3rd    Russell Copeland 
 

Monday 5th    John Moore 
Tuesday 6th    Janette Cameron 
Wednesday 7th   John Fairless 
Thursday 8th    Janet Macdougall 
Friday  9th    Fiona MacFarlane 
Saturday 10th   Elizabeth Parker 
 

From early in their history, the church has developed forms of 
daily worship. At the Reformation, the people were encouraged to 
join in daily worship in their parish churches, and the 1564 book of 
Common Order made provision for daily services. 



 

Who we are 
This month we have another of our Sunday School 

teachers, famous Cornet’s Lass and all round good egg… 

Pauline Copeland 
 

What’s your day job? 
I am a Principal Teacher at Kingsland Primary School. I have taught there 
since August 1995 and presently teach a Primary 2 class (“Auntie P” is also 
Angus’ teacher – poor him!!) 
 

Got a favourite food? My favourite food is steak’n’chips with onion rings 
and sweetcorn – not the healthiest I know but I don’t have it that often!! 
 

Got any famous relatives? My husband Russell is probably the most 
famous person I’ll ever know- since being the Peebles Cornet he seems to 
appear weekly in the Peeblesshire News – we’ve renamed it the 
Copelandshire! 
 

What’s on the CD player in your car? The soundtrack to this summer’s 
Box Office Hit Mama Mia – however who needs the soundtrack when my 
son Lewis knows all the words and sings at the top of his voice from the 
backseat! 
 

Best career move? Being promoted from Class Teacher to Principal 
Teacher in December 2003. 
 

What’s your ambition for TOPCOP? That the Sunday School continues 
to thrive and that the Access for All is completed soon. 
 

How would you sell the idea of TOPCOP to your friends? That it’s a 
friendly place to be with lots of great things happening – come along and 
see for yourself! 
 

Ideal length of sermon? Ten minutes  
 

What was the last book you read? PS I Love You by Irish author Cecilia 
Ahern 
 

Do you have a favorite book/film? I like books by Maeve Binchy and 
Marian Keyes – light reading before bed! My favourite films are My Best 
Friend’s Wedding and Dirty Dancing – I’m a lover of all good Chick Flicks! 
 

What’s important to you? My family, my friends, health and happiness. 
 

 

What is your greatest strength/weakness? My greatest strength is 
my ability to be organised enough to work full time and look after my 
family. My weakness is not having enough willpower to stick to my 
“healthy eating” plan. 
 

What are your other interests? Since Beltane 2006 I’ve learned to be a 
horserider and I enjoy riding with my friends in the hills above Selkirk, 



where we practice for the Common Ridings. I enjoy family walks with our 
2 dogs, socialising with friends and shopping. 
 

Got a favourite hymn/anthem? My favourite Anthem is “I the Lord of 
Sea and Sky” 
 

If you were to write a book, what would it be about?  It would be a 
book about all the funny and innocent things said by children in a Primary 
School Classroom! 
 

Anything else we should know? I’m partial to a wee G & T!!! 
 

 

We’re out of subjects again! Thank you to those who took the time 

to respond this year and the editor is looking for more brave souls 
to have their souls bared in this column. There are entry forms in 
the MacFarlane Hall or they can be e-mailed to you. Just send a 

message to editor@topcop.org.uk  
 

 

Last choir standing…how did it go?   
You may have seen the adverts in the 
Peeblesshire News, throughout October the 
choir and choristers invited singers who were 
interested to join them in 'open rehearsals'. 
The choir enjoyed the company of five more 
singers, and the choristers managed to attract 
four, and it is very much hoped that these 
singers will continue to come along 
and rehearse on a Thursday night for the Nine 
Lessons and Carols in December. And if we're 
really welcoming, perhaps they'll stay even 
longer and sing with us on Sundays! 
 

 

Thanks to all of you who have contributed to 
this edition of the TOPCOP magazine.  
 
 

If you’ve an event happening within the church and would like 

people to know about it through this magazine? Let the editor 
know, so it would be a great help if articles or intimations for the July 
magazine be sent in by 28th December to David MacFarlane on 
07711 851611 or preferably e-mail: magazine@topcop.org.uk  
 

 

Articles or contributions for any of the sections in the magazine 
are welcomed. Humour, recipes, poetry, travel, photos. About 300-
400 words will fill a page but don’t restrict yourself to just one! We’re 
especially short of recipes and jokes. 
 



Bell-tower Craik 
More tea Vicar? 

 

The Boasting Boys 
Three boys are in the schoolyard bragging about their fathers. The first 
boy says, "My Dad scribbles a few words on a piece of paper, he calls it a 
poem, they give him £50." 
The second boy says, "That's nothing. My Dad scribbles a few words on a 
piece of paper, he calls it a song, they give him £100." 
The third boy says, "I got you both beat. My Dad scribbles a few words on 
a piece of paper, he calls it a sermon. And it takes eight people to collect 
all the money!" 
 
The Sunday School Teacher asks, “Now, Johnny, tell me frankly do you  
say prayers before eating?” “No sir,” little Johnny replies, I don’t have to. 
My mom is a good cook.” 

 
Making a monkey 
A little girl asked her 
mother:  'How did the 
human race appear?' 
  

The mother answered, 'God 
made Adam and Eve; they 
had children; and so was all 
mankind made.' 
  

Two days later the girl asked her father the same question.  
  

The father answered,   'Many years ago there were monkeys from which 
the human race evolved.'  
  

The confused girl returned to 
her mother and said,  
 'Mum, how is it possible 
that you told me the 
human race was created by 
God, and Dad said they 
developed from monkeys?' 
  

The mother answered,  
 'Well, dear, it is very 
simple.  I told you about my 
side of the family, 
and your father told you 
about his.' 



Troubled times 

I've just read that uncertainty around the world’s financial markets has 
now hit the Japanese banking sector:                                            
In the last 7 days... Origami Bank has folded. Sumo Bank has gone belly 
up.  Bonsai Bank announced plans to cut some of its branches.  Yesterday, 
it was announced that Karaoke Bank is up for sale and will likely go for a 
song...   While today shares in Kamikaze Bank were suspended after they 
nose-dived.  Samurai Bank is soldiering on following sharp cutbacks.  
Ninja Bank is reported to have taken a hit, but they remain in the 
black. Furthermore, 500 staff at Karate Bank got the chop and analysts 
report that there is something fishy going on at Sushi Bank where it is 
feared that staff may get a raw deal!      

 
          
        
        
        
 



 

A message 
from the 

magazine babes. 
 

 

People often ask us what a suitable donation is for this magazine every 
month when they complete the form below. Good question we say! 
 

This magazine is brought together and distributed by the good and 
tireless work of many individuals which of course is the free part…but 
we do use rather a lot of paper (if you’d like to save a tree or two you 
can access the magazine on the website www.topcop.org.uk/magazine) 
with at least 28 pages of A5, that’s 7 sheets of A4 in every copy and 
nearly 650 copies of each edition so 4550 (9 reams at around £5 a 
ream makes £45 each month or £540 a year) sheets of A4 every 
month. Add to that the cost of duplicating at approximately 2p per 
side, 14 sides a copy makes £180 per month or £2184 a year! So the 
production cost is somewhere in the region of £2,700 a year or 35p per 
copy. 
 

In the last year your donations towards the cost of the magazine 
totaled £1800 so you might like to consider or revise the donation you 
give?   
 

 

 

Would you like your own copy each month? 

Well help is at hand… just fill in and post this form! 
 

 

To: 
Miss Marianne Ewart, 23 Cuddyside, Peebles EH45 8EN (721964) or 
Mrs Ruby Buchan, 14 Kingsland Square, Peebles EH45 8EZ (721048) 
 

Your name …………………………………………………………………… 
 

Your address…………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

I’m happy to enclose a donation of £….... towards the cost of the 
Magazine, and what a bargain it is. 
Please make cheques payable to “The Old Parish Church of Peebles” 
 

 
 
 



 

CHURCH ORDERS (PEEBLES) 
 

READERS 

December 7 All Age Worship Isaiah 40:1-11 
 St Mark 1:1-8 

    

 14 Sandy Murray Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
St John 1:6-8, 19-28 

    

 21 Marjory Renton 2 Samuel 7:1-11 
 St Luke 1:26-38 

    

 28 Janet Macdougall Isaiah 61:10-62:3 
 St Luke 2:22-40 

    

January 4 Sheena Edgar Jeremiah 31:7-14 
St John 1:1-18 

    

 11 Jim Edgar Genesis 1:1-5 
St Mark 1:4-11 

    

 18 Diana Brown 1 Samuel 3:1-10 
St John 1:43-51 

    

 25 Geoff Goldstraw Jonah 3:1-5,10 
St Mark 1:14-20 

    

DUTY ELDERS 
  North South 
December  Alastair Fleming David Annand 
  Fiona Fleming Leonard Grandison 
November  Jim Edgar Archie Cameron 

  Bob Gregory Marjory Renton 
    

SHORT ORDERS OF HOLY COMMUNION 
December 28 Drew Lowe January 

  John Scott  

Sacrament of  

Holy Communion 
  Bob Gregory    
  Marianne Ewart    

    

THE ADVENT CLANGERS 
December 7 Jeanette Mackison (am) 

Judy Cairns & Cathy Davidson (pm) 
 14 Roger Trueman 
 21 Alison Cruikshanks (am) 

Fiona Taylor (pm) 
 25 Joann Mellors 
 28 Margaret Ireland 

 
 

 
    

 



 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES 
 

EDDLESTON 
 

   

December   
   

Sunday 7th 11.45am 
 

Morning Worship - Second Sunday in 
Advent 

   

Thursday 6th 7pm Midweek Worship 
   

Sunday 14th 11.45am 
 

All-Age Morning Worship  
with the Sacrament of Holy Baptism   
Third Sunday in Advent 

   

Thursday 18th 7pm Midweek Worship 
   

Friday 19th 7pm Eddleston Primary School Christmas 
Service 

   

Sunday 21st 11.45am 
 
 

Morning Worship – “Follow That star” 
presented by the Junior Choir 

   

Wednesday 24th 7pm All-Age Christmas Eve Service with 
Eddleston Parish Choir 

   

Sunday 28th 6pm 
 

Evening Service of Words and Music for 
Christmas 
First Sunday after Christmas 

   

January   
   

Sunday 4th 11.45am 
 

Morning Worship 
Second Sunday after Christmas 
 

 

 

OFFERINGS 
 

 

At Peebles following the general appeal at the Harvest Thanksgiving 
service we were able to send £627.31 to Edinburgh Direct Aid.  

 
 
 
 

EDDLESTON   
Total Offerings for November 2008  £974.38 
Total Offerings for November 2007  £626.50 
Total Offerings for 11 months 2008  £7,057.67 
Total Offerings for 11 months 2007  £6,822.04 
Surplus/(Deficit)   £235.63 



 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES 
 

PEEBLES 
 

 

December   
Sunday 
7th 

10am 
 
 
6pm 

All-age Morning Worship  
Second Sunday in Advent  
with the Sacrament of Holy Baptism 
Monthly Evening Service 

   

Sunday 
14th 

10am 
 

Morning Worship with Sunday School 
Christmas Presentation. Third Sunday in 
Advent 

   

Friday 
19th 

10am 
11.45am 

Peebles Primary Schools Christmas Service 
Peebles High School Christmas Service 

   

Sunday
21st 

10am 
6pm 

Morning Worship – Fourth Sunday in Advent 
Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 

   

Wed 
24th 

11.30pm 
 

Christmas Eve Watchnight Service 

   

Thurs 
25th 

10am 
 

Christmas Day Family Service 

   

Sunday 
28th 

10am 
 

Service of Words and Music for Christmas  
First Sunday after Christmas    

   

January   
Sunday 
4th 

10am 
 
6pm 

Morning Worship 
Second Sunday after Christmas 
Monthly Evening Service 

 

 

PEEBLES CONGREGATIONAL REGISTER 
 

 

BAPTISM 

2nd November Mia Grace, daughter of James and Caroline 
Watson, West Dulwich, London 

DEATH 

18th November Mrs Mary Pryde,  29 Whitestone Court, Peebles 
 
ADMISSION BY CERTIFICATE 

Mr L and Mrs J Douglas, Glenlude House, by Traquair 
From Innerleithen, Traquair and Walkerburn 
 



 

FLOWER CALENDAR 
Convenor: Mrs Maureen Collier (724633) 
 

 

 

 

7 Donors The Affleck Family, Bourne, Lincs 
Mrs Gilchrist, Elliots Park. 

 Arranger  
 Distributor  

14 Donor Mrs June Grandison 
 Arranger  
 Distributor  

21 Donor Christmas Arrangements 
 Arranger  

 Distributor  
28 Donors Christmas Arrangements 
 Arranger  D

e
c
e
m

 Distributor  

                     

4 Donors Christmas Arrangements 
 Arranger  
 Distributor  

11 Donors Mrs Margaret Ireland, Edderston Road. 
Mrs Anna Edgar, Northumberland. 

 Arranger Margaret Percy Robb 
 Distributor Marianne Ewart, Cuddyside. 

18 Donor Mrs Thomson, Kingsmuir Crescent, 
Mr Forrest, Edderston Road. 

 Arranger Eileen Williamson 
 Distributor Eileen Williamson 
25 Donor Mrs A Goodburn, Innerleithen Road 

Mrs E Peat, South Park West. 
 Arranger Audrey Annand J

a
n
u
a
r
y
 

 Distributor Mrs Lamont, Rosetta Road. 



Who’s Who at Peebles & Eddleston 
 

Minister:  
The Reverend Calum Macdougall 

The Manse, Innerleithen Road, 
Peebles.  

01721 720568  
calum@topcop.org.uk 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Session Clerk:  
Sheena Edgar 
5 Jubilee Park 
PEEBLES  
Tel: 01721 723327. 
sheena@topcop.org.uk 

 

Treasurer:  
Alan Douglas 

3 Edderston Ridge, 
Peebles.  

01721 723038 

  

 

Organist & Choirmaster: 
Andrew Russel 
Glensax, Bonnington Road, 
Peebles.  
01721 721127 
music@topcop.org.uk 

 

Roll Keeper:  
Alison Duncan 

14 Crossburn Farm 
Road, Peebles.  
01721 721033 

  

 

Beadle:  
Edward Knowles 
56 Elliots Park, Peebles. 
01721 722860 

 

Hall-keeper:  
Tess Goodwin 

16 Elcho Street, Peebles.  
01721 720674 

  

 

Eddleston Session Clerk: 
Margaret Love 
11 Old Manse Road, 
Eddleston. 
01721 730263 

 

Eddleston Treasurer: 
Archie Smellie 

Hattonknowe, Eddleston.  
01721 730282 

 

 

Eddleston Organist: 
Lorraine Mulholland 
Millbank, Eddleston.  
01721 730332 

 

 

Eco-congregation & 
Fairtrade Co-

ordinator: 
Diana Brown 

Springhill Road, Peebles. 
01721 720817  

 

 

Church Administrator: 
Marjory MacFarlane 
07791 438759 
01721 722127 
admin@topcop.org.uk 

 

Registered charities (Peebles) SCO13316 (Eddleston) SCO10081 
 



 

Do you need a little Christmas 

That’s not hustle and bustle? 
 

Do you need a little Christmas 
That’s not about buying and rushing? 
 

Do you need a little Christmas 

That puts first things first? 
 

So do we. 
 

In these Sundays before Christmas join us as we 

focus on the true essence of the season. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
December Sunday mornings 

10am at Peebles and 11.45 at Eddleston. 

Daily at Peebles 10am 
Service of Nine Lessons & Carols at Peebles 21st at 6pm 

Watchnight Service at Peebles 11.30pm Christmas Eve 
 


