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Did James Cagney ever actually say: “You dirty rat!” in any of 
his films?  Did Humphrey Bogart (alias Rick Blaine) utter the 

injunction: “Play it again Sam” in “Casablanca”?  Did Nelson 
Mandela quote the poem “Our greatest fear” in a memorable 

speech in 1994? 
 

I’m not very well up on cinema trivia but informed opinion, as 

far as the first two of those questions is concerned is, at best, 
divided.  As for the Mandela speech, it seems that researchers 

have concluded that the former South African President did not 

in fact quote the words of Marianne Williamson, the American 
writer, social and political activist and peace campaigner who 

is the undisputed author of the lines of the profoundly inspiring 
piece that is quoted below.    
 

At the end of last month in the Old Parish Church we launched 

our Talent Scheme.  While much needed fund-raising is 
undoubtedly one of the purposes of the scheme, and the 
climax of the process will be the Gift Day at the end of 

October, fund-raising is not the sole purpose.  Just as 
important is the aim of enabling as near as possible every 

member of the congregation to make a significant contribution 

to the life of the Church through the use of their own talents.  
 

 

Just as important is the aim of enabling as near as 

possible every member of the congregation to make a 

significant contribution to the life of the Church 

through the use of their own talents.  
 

  

Every congregation, whatever its size or location, possesses a 

wealth of talent.  Sometimes we’re a bit coy about owning up 
to the talents we have.  Perhaps there’s something in the 
Scottish psyche that makes us reluctant to be too forthright 

about our skills and gifts and yet our faith surely teaches us to 
make the most of the natural giftedness that God has granted. 
 

Whether in the midst of a concerted effort like the current 

Talent Scheme or not, it is for each of us to use our God-given 
gifts for the good of one another and in the service of the 

Church and if we’re really not sure about where our talents lie, 

let’s ask each other.  Sometimes others see our giftedness 
more sharply than we see it ourselves.   
 

Whether or not Nelson Mandela quoted the poem it is an 

inspirational piece and well worth occasional contemplation.  

So read Marianne Williamson’s lines again and ask yourself 

what you can do. 
 

With love, 

Calum Macdougall.   
 
Our greatest fear is not that we are inadequate, 

but that we are powerful beyond measure.  
  
It is our light, not our darkness, that frightens us. 
We ask ourselves, Who am I to be brilliant, 

gorgeous, handsome, talented and fabulous?   
 

Actually, who are you not to be? 

You are a child of God.  
  

Your playing small does not serve the world. 
There is nothing enlightened about shrinking 
so that other people won't feel insecure around you.  
  

We were born to make manifest the glory of God within us.                                                     

It is not just in some; it is in everyone.  
 

And, as we let our own light shine, we consciously give                          

other people permission to do the same.                                                                                   
As we are liberated from our fear,                                                                         

our presence automatically liberates others. 

From “A Return to Love” by Marianne Williamson 

    
 

 

 

See page 6 to 

find out how to 
play your part! 

 



 

 

 
 

 

Our intrepid jumper is none other than 

Russell Copeland. Clearly his Beltane horse 
wasn’t high enough and so he’s decided to 

throw himself out of an aircraft in aid of our 
Disabled Access Project. 

 

His jump is planned for August 16th at St Andrews so 
contact him if you’d like to go along and watch the 

spectacle. 
 

Although delighted with the support he’s received so 

far there are still some spaces on his sponsor forms so 
you’ll find Russell in the hall after services in August. 

 

Russell’s jump presents us with a rare opportunity; the 

chance to pay a member of the constabulary to jump. 
So let’s not be stingy with the sponsorship and make 

Russell’s fall worthwhile. Just imagine…what would 
you pay to not have to do it yourself? 
 

Catch Russell in the MacFarlane Hall after church 

on the next two Sundays and add your name to his 

sponsor list…go on give our Disabled Access 

Project and Russell a push! 
 

 

Not long to go now Russell… 

 

He’s 

smiling 
now! 

 

2008 
Talent Scheme 

 

The church is always asking for money it seems and with a 
commitment like that of Peebles Old Parish, constant funding is 

certainly required. So in seeking to assist the balance sheet this 

year the Finance Committee have decided that they’d like to see 
our talent as well as the rewards that they’ll bring.  
 

The idea is that we all 

engage our talent to raise 
money for His work 

through Peebles Old Parish 
Church.  
 

Calum Macdougall launched our 2008 
Talent Scheme on Sunday 27th July to 

members of the congregation who 
stayed on after service to hear about 
the scheme and enjoy a light lunch 

(there’s a talent!). Calum’s very 

humorous presentation focused on the 

fact that we all have a talent or talents 
and all that is required is a wee bit of 

that as an effort to help God’s work in Peebles.  
 

Our talents are many and diverse and so there are bound to be 

some we haven’t thought of which you could easily engage to raise 
funds. We’ve though of a few to get you going which are listed on 

the opposite page but we’re sure there’s many more to come out of 
TOPCOP. 
 

The thinking caps have already been on, Russell Copland is about 
to throw himself out of an aircraft in August, there is talk of a 

barbeque in the offing, a sale of work is planned for Saturday 25th 

October and Calum is going to charge you for coffee when you go 

round to the Manse! It really doesn’t have to be complex, just have 
some friends round for a cup of coffee or tea (and maybe a sticky 

bun) and ask for a donation to the 2008 Talent Scheme. 

TOPCOP NEEDS 

YOU 



Bake some cakes for sale at 

coffee after service, hold a 
carwash, offer to do some 

gardening for someone less 

able, drive someone to church, 
have a sponsored run, invite 

some friends and neighbours 

round for morning coffee or 

lunch, have an exhibition of 
your craftwork, offer to do 

someone’s shopping, have 

a sale of work, jump out 
of an aeroplane like 

Russell, go paragliding, hold 
a charity golf match, try a 
sponsored slim, run a 

marathon, go bungee-
jumping, offer to do some 

decorating, offer to take 

someone housebound for a 

drive or a day out that they 
might not be able to do 
themselves, hold a barbeque 

with your friends, take 
someone for a picnic, hold a 

wine-tasting, make lots of 

tablet, try tightrope-walking, 
sell some of your artwork, 

offer to do some dog-

walking, hold a sponsored mountainbike event, 

go rock-climbing… 
 

It should be a very busy summer by the looks of 

it then and all of the ideas and events you come up with will be 

featured in these pages and on a special notice board in the 

church. Please let the editor have the details. 
 

Our summer of activity will culminate in 

the special Gift Day service on the 26th 

of October when the fruits of our talent 

will be collected in. 

 

News from our organisations 

What we’re up to. 
 

 

 

 
                       
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish Toddlers 

Just to remind you all that the group 
restarts on Tuesday 26th August at 

10am in the MacFarlane Hall. 

All preschool children with their 

parents/carers are most welcome to 

come along. 

The rota for “Tea Ladies” will be on the 

notice board for helpers to add their 

name to. 

For more information contact Elspeth 

722860 or Val 721423 
 

The TOPCOP event all you tart 

lovers have been waiting for… 

Strawberry TeaStrawberry TeaStrawberry TeaStrawberry Tea    
In the Manse Garden  

SundaySundaySundaySunday    

10t10t10t10th Augusth Augusth Augusth August    
2pm ‘till 42pm ‘till 42pm ‘till 42pm ‘till 4    



 

2008 
Talent Scheme 

 

One of the ideas the Calum put forward at his Talent’s 

Presentation, was a Sale of Work.  We know there are many 

talented people in the congregation and after a brief word 
with half a dozen or so, there are already offers of paintings, 

baking, jam making, calligraphy, and tablet.  Now we need 

the knitters, sewers, card makers, wine makers and so on.  

What can YOU do for our sale of work?   
 

We’ll have it on 25th October, 
the day before the Gift Aid Day, which gives you plenty of 

time to prepare and plan for an extravaganza of POPCOS 
talent.  More on this next month.  

Contact for this event is Marjory McFarlane on 01721 722127 
 

 

 

A big thank you to all who helped in any way 
in The Big Sale at the beginning of July.  Those 

who baked for the baking stall, those who 

staffed the stalls, those who set up and cleared 

away, those who donated to the stalls and the 
hampers, together with all who came as 

customers, are thanked most warmly for 

helping to make the event a great success. 
As the magazine goes to print a total of £2067 

has been raised for the Disabled Access Fund, 
with donations still coming in.   

Thank you to one and all 

 

 
 

Our transport to church service needs 
volunteer drivers…can you help? 

 

If you’d like transport to and from church on 

Sunday mornings please contact 

Tom McAndrew on 720078 

 

 
 

Our church garden compost bin is gradually beginning to fill up but 
with only having the odd weed from the church grounds and a few tea 
bags from the hall, this could take a while. Any donations would be 

gratefully received, such as kitchen waste (no cooked food or meat) 
grass clippings or shredded paper. Please don’t include the plastic bag 
you bring it in unless it is totally biodegradable. Many thanks. 
 

Two quick things this month to reduce your carbon footprint. 
1) Make sure your computer, printer etc. are always switched off at 

night. Leaving it on overnight can waste enough energy to laser 
print 800 A4 pages, producing in one year up to 1.9tonnes of CO2. 

2) If you leave your phone charger plugged in all the time, up to 95 
per cent of the energy it consumes will go to waste. Don’t leave it 
to charge overnight as it only takes a couple of hours to get 

revved up. 
      If you are really keen to be green you can get a wind up phone 
charger apparently!!! 
 

 

How Green Thou Art 

 
O Lord, bless this our Eco-Congregation 

And guide our little carbon footprints here 

Let us plant trees on every elevation 

Recycle waste, tread gently far and near. 

 

Then sing we all, our Saviour God to thee 

How green thou art, how green thou art; 

Then sing we all, our Saviour God to thee 

How green thou art, how green thou art. 

 

Save energy, fair trade with every nation 

Acorns to oaks, the young will see it through 

Renewing and sustaining all creation 
Good stewards of this earth in all we do. 

 

Fiona Taylor 
 

 

 



Part 2 

From our Roving Correspondent 
 

Well, are you ready for a trip round a Zulu village? Are 
you ready for a visit to the sangoma (medicine man)? 

If so, then read on! 
 

Having visited the battlefields of the Anglo-Zulu War, it was a relief to find 

that the present-day Zulus are a friendly and helpful people, or at least 

the ones we saw were. Our hotel was staffed by these people and Beauty 

(receptionist) and Computor (head waiter and tour guide) were no 

exception and took great delight in providing excellent and friendly 

service. 

One of the most popular tours offered by Islandlwana Lodge is the tour of 

the Zulu settlement which it overlooks. The hotel itself has given the 

village a good deal of much-needed employment in an area where pretty 

basic agriculture provides for most families.  
 

Each family 

occupies a 

homestead with 

some cattle, 

used not just for 

food but as 

currency when, 

for example, a 

young man 

wishes to marry. 

There will also 

be a field of 

maize but the 

countryside is so 

rocky and bare 

that arable 

farming is not 

really a very 

economical option. Each homestead consists of several traditional conical 

huts made of mud bricks and with a thatched roof. Intermingled with 

these are more modern concrete dwellings.  
 

When a young person comes of age, they have their own hut within the 

homestead. Running water is provided by communal pumps and although 

there is electricity in the village, few, if any, homesteads appear to have 

it. Nonetheless, most folks seemed to have a mobile phone and there was 

even a village charging point for cellphones! We were taken into the hut 

belonging to one of the grandmothers of a homestead. Despite the 

earthen floor, everything was spotless. The old lady still used the 

traditional sleeping mat and wooden ‘pillow’ and we sat on the floor round 

the fire upon which all meals were cooked. Traditionally, the whole family 

ate with their fingers from a single long wooden platter. 
 

Our next stop was at the local primary school. The area seemed well-

endowed with schools, the buildings resembling army huts, which they 

probably were. Each school was surrounded by a high wire fence had a 

security guard. In rural areas this is not so much for personal safety but 

because schools have computers and other pieces of hi-tech equipment 
which attract the attention of thieves. 
 

After signing in at the 

gate we went to the 

school office and were 

met by the school 

secretary. The ‘engine 

of the school’ as she 

described herself. A 

description which fits 

school office ladies 

throughout the world! 

The head teacher was 

away at a meeting (!!) 

but his or her office 

looked just like any 

other head teacher’s 

office. 
 

Most of the children 

were playing outside in their very rough playground as it was break time 

when we arrived. However, some classes were in session and we entered 

a classroom occupied by about twenty 11 year olds. The room was bare 

and unheated, and children and teacher were wrapped up in fleeces. By 

our standards, of course, the weather was warm, but in the S African 

winter, anything less than about 30º seems to be considered cold by the 

inhabitants! Two pails of water stood by the door, presumably for 

drinking, and the outside toilets were situated well away from the 

teaching block. 
 

The children were busily writing in the jotters, all in the Zulu language. 

Their work was neat and their teacher had marked each and every 



exercise with a score out of 10. The children learn English and three of 

them shyly gave us a presentation on their hobbies and aspirations. They 

had heard of Scotland and associated it with snow and kilts! 

After our visit to the school, we walked up to the local church. The Zulus 

practise their ancient religion, based on ancestor worship, but many are 

also Christian.  
 

As far as religion is concerned, Zulu people have the right to choose for 

themselves. Christianity is widespread among the Zulu and there are many 

independent churches with Zulu clergy, as well as Anglican, Catholic and 

Methodist Churches. Zionist Spirit churches that stress faith healing are 

also popular. During apartheid the churches often provided a place for 

people to air their complaints and this may, in part, explain the vibrancy of 

many churches. Christianity co-exists with the Zulu religion, which is still 

widely followed. The Zulu religion is mostly concerned with the reverence 

of ancestors, who are believed to directly influence their living descendants 
Healing methods as practised by religious practitioners of the Zulu religion 

(diviners or isangomas ) also survive alongside modern clinics and 

hospitals. Many of these healers work within the official healthcare system 

at the local level. Some Zulu people are still superstitious when it comes to 

things like the supposedly fictional tokoloshe - a hairy creature created by 

a wizard to harm his enemies. 

The church at 

Islandlwana is 

dedicated to St 

Vincent since 

the Battle of 

Isandlwana was 

fought on 

January 22 (St 

Vincent’s Day), 

1879. To 

commemorate 

those who fell 

and to Our final 

visit was to the 

hut belonging to 

the sangoma or 

diviner. It must 

be admitted that 

ORC felt a little 

apprehensive at this juncture! After waiting some time, the sangoma 

entered the hut and asked, through our guide, if we wished him to dance 

for us. It was clear it was polite to say ‘yes’! Please note that ORC was too 

scared to take a photey in case some dreadful spell was cast by the 

sangoma, so a description will have to do instead. The walls of the hut 

were plain but a sort of shrine had been constructed with rows and rows 

of little bottles and containers, each containing some herb or potion. The 

sangoma has a lot of power in the Zulu culture and Zulu traditional 

medicines have changed very little over the ages. The 

sangoma or witchdoctor makes contact with the 

ancestral spirits and prescribes medicine according to 

their dictates. The sangoma must acquire his or her 

knowledge through a long apprenticeship, and there 

were three younger people with our sangoma, one 

beating a very loud drum. The sangoma was quite a 

young man, powerfully built and with piercing eyes. He 

was dressed in a fake leopardskin cloak with a beadwork 

headdress. On top of this was a woolly ‘toorie’! He wore an American-

style T-shirt and what looked like a woman’s pleated skirt. On his ankles 

and lower legs were dozens of tops of drinks cans, which made a 

fiercesome rattle as he moved. His first act was to light a twig of some 

bush which gave off quite a pungent smoke – goodness knows what it 

was, but the medicine man seemed to go into some sort of trance and 

then leapt to his feet in a most energetic dance, to the accompaniment of 

the beating drum. When the dance was over, he sank back on all fours, 

exhausted. He did ask us if we too wished to dance, but we politely 
declined. At this point our guide handed over some ‘magic tokens’, ie 

money, and we were able to leave the sangoma’s hut. 
 

And next month – yes…the lion at last! 

 
 

 

Thanks to all of you who have contributed to 

this edition of the TOPCOP magazine.  
 
 

If you’ve an event happening within the church and would like 
people to know about it through this magazine? Let the editor 
know, so it would be a great help if articles or intimations for the July 

magazine be sent in by Thursday 28th August to David MacFarlane 
on 07711 851611 or preferably e-mail: magazine@topcop.org.uk  
 

 

Articles or contributions for any of the sections in the 
magazine are welcomed. Humour, recipes, poetry, travel, photos. 

About 300-400 words will fill a page but don’t restrict yourself to just 
one! 
 

 



 

Now Here’s a Thought…  
Francis Dalrymple-Hamilton 
 

 

In the fifteenth century Spain was ruled by the Most Catholic Majesty 
Ferdinand and his lady queen Isabella. They with their combined rule 
brought a great deal of prosperity to Spain which hitherto was 
unknown. To begin with they brought a collective unity to the country, 

prior to which Spain had been divided into a series 
of dukedoms. The way they achieved this was by 
the fact that Ferdinand was heir to the kingdom of 
Aragon, while Isabella was heir to the kingdom of 
Castille. By their collective rule they unified the 

country. They also re-conquered Granada, which 
was the last stronghold of the Moors, and in which 
was the last stronghold the Muslim religion. Their 
reign was, therefore, one of great prosperity.   
 

It was decided to celebrate their 
new found prosperity by the 

mining of new coins, on which was the rock of 

Gibraltar and the pillars of Hercules, together with 
the Latin inscription Ne Plus Ultra.   Now all you 
Latin scholars in the congregation will now this 

means:-‘No More Beyond.’ This was the end of the 
world---Ferdinand and Isabella had arrived there 
was nor more to do.   But then Columbas sailed to 

America and spoiled the Latin inscription (he was 
actually funded by Queen Isabella). 
 

Now what happened next?   Well there were clever people in Spain 
and so the coins were all called in and the negative was simply 

chipped off, so that the inscription now read:- Plus Ultra (More 
Beyond). Now this is something that we ought to do with our Christian 
experience. In the Gospels Jesus teaches us that there is more beyond 

in our experience of worship both personally and collectively. There is 
a more beyond in our experience of Christian mission and evangelism. 
There is equally a more beyond in our understanding of the Christian 
faith both intellectually and spiritually. Don’t you want a more beyond 
in your Christian experience?     

 

A Postcard from Wester Hailes 
 

Malcolm Jefferson 
 

 

I bet you haven’t received one of these before! 
 

Over the summer months I am on full time placement with Holy 

Trinity Church, Wester Hailes. I have been so blessed to have two 
consecutive placements that are excellent (appreciative wink to 

you all at the Old Parish). 
 

God is at work in wonderful ways in Wester Hailes amidst the 

undoubted brokenness that exists there. The Church has two main 
focuses – sharing the love of 

our Father God and bringing 
the light, healing, 

forgiveness and power of the 
Kingdom of God to bear on 
local people’s lives. I had a 

lovely experience of having 
my injured leg prayed for on 

my first morning and it 

being healed on the spot (I 
had been unable to bend my 

leg for a few days, 

preventing me from driving 

and even sitting on the loo 
that morning, so it was a great blessing!) So the message being 

shared is that God is at work now bringing a foretaste of heaven 

through Jesus Christ and that He loves us unreservedly as we are 
now, warts and all. And it’s being heard and received with joy. 

Evening services are attended by some 100 people and last for 2 ½ 

- 3 hours...they seem unable to pull themselves away! There is an 

obvious hunger for God and a delight in Him as He makes Himself 
known. 
 

I don’t have a sun tan yet though... 
 

Lots of love and God Bless, 
 

Malcolm Jefferson 
 



Who we are 
Getting to know some of the people involved in our church. 

This month one of our bell ringers, regular magazine 

contributors and Session Meeting reporter… 

 Fiona Taylor  

 

What’s your day job? Retired from the day job in 2007. 
 

Got a favourite food? Bacon rolls - Fridays only. 
 

What’s on the CD player in your car?  No car! 
 

Best career move?  Retirement. 
 

What’s your ambition for TOPCOP?  Accessibility for all and the 
continuing welcome that I’ve received here. 
 

How would you sell the idea of TOPCOP to your friends?       

Well, my best friend is a minister already and she was at TOPCOP 

before I was! 
 

Ideal length of sermon?  Isn’t that the minister’s business? 
 

What was the last book you read? Sick Heart River by John 

Buchan 
 

Do you have a favourite book/film? Film – “Chariots of Fire” 
 

What’s important to you?  Being here now. 
 

What is your greatest strength/weakness? Making pancakes – 

both a strength and a weakness as this is the only thing I can 
make. 
 

What are your other interests? Cycling, writing, bell-ringing - 
not all at once. 
 

Got a favourite hymn/anthem? “I to the hills will lift mine 

eyes”, and anything else I can play on the church bells.   
 

If you were to write a book, what would it be about?   

Travels in Peeblesshire and beyond 
 

Anything else we should know?   Just ask! 
 

 

Thank you to those who took the time to respond at the end of last year 

and the editor is looking for more brave souls to have their souls bared in 
this column. There are entry forms in the MacFarlane Hall or they can be 

e-mailed to you. Just send a message to editor@topcop.org.uk  
 

Bell-tower Craik 
More tea Vicar? 

 

That Sinking Feeling 
 

In a certain Highland parish, the Church of Scotland minister and the 

Free Church minister were very good friends, and they were both keen 
fishermen.  One summer a Church of England clergyman came up on 
holiday, and on a beautiful summer day they took him out with them 

and a ghillie, in a boat on the loch to fish.  After a while the Church of 
Scotland minister said, “You know, I don’t think the fish like these flies 
I’m using, but I have others in the shed on the shore, I think I’ll go 

and get them.”  The ghillie said, “Will I row you ashore?”  “No, no, I’ll 
just walk.”  So he got over the side, walked on the water and came 

back with the other flies.  
     The visiting clergyman almost fell overboard with astonishment at 
this exploit.  A little while after, 

the Free Church minister said, 
“You know, this rod really doesn’t 
suit me too well, I think I’ll go 

ashore for the other one I left at 
the shed.”  The ghillie said, “Will I 
row you ashore?”  “No, no, I’ll 

just walk on the water.” 
     So he did, and by now the 
visitor’s eyes were goggling.  He 
was very much put out and felt 
he couldn’t let his side down, 
especially in a Scriptural context 

like that.  Swallowing hard he 
said, “It’s very warm out here. I 
have four bottles of beer in the 

car, I’ll go and get them and we’ll 
all have one.” 
     The ghillie looked at him and 

said, “I think I’d better row you 
ashore, sir.”  “No, no, I’ll walk too.”  Over he went – SPLASH – right 
down to the bottom.  Whereupon the Free Church minister said to the 

Church of Scotland minister, “Ach, perhaps we should have told the 
poor fellow where the stepping stones are.” 

 

 



Forties’ NightForties’ NightForties’ NightForties’ Night    
In the MacFarlane Hall 

 

Saturday 8th NovemberSaturday 8th NovemberSaturday 8th NovemberSaturday 8th November    
7 for 7.30pm 

 

 

 

Tickets £10 in aid of the  
disabled access project 
includes supper (off ration)  

and entertainment. 
 

PERIOD COSTUME NOT ESSENTIAL PERIOD COSTUME NOT ESSENTIAL PERIOD COSTUME NOT ESSENTIAL PERIOD COSTUME NOT ESSENTIAL BUT VERY MUCH ENCOURAGED BUT VERY MUCH ENCOURAGED BUT VERY MUCH ENCOURAGED BUT VERY MUCH ENCOURAGED     
 

 

 

Make a date in your diary for our………… 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

A message 
from the 

magazine babes. 

 

 

People often ask us what a suitable donation is for this magazine every 
month when they complete the form below. Good question we say! 
 

This magazine is brought together and distributed by the good and 
tireless work of many individuals which of course is the free part…but 

we do use rather a lot of paper (if you’d like to save a tree or two you 
can access the magazine on the website www.topcop.org.uk/magazine) 
with at least 28 pages of A5, that’s 7 sheets of A4 in every copy and 

nearly 650 copies of each edition so 4550 (9 reams at around £5 a 
ream makes £45 each month or £540 a year) sheets of A4 every 
month. Add to that the cost of duplicating at approximately 2p per 

side, 14 sides a copy makes £180 per month or £2184 a year! So the 
production cost is somewhere in the region of £2,700 a year or 35p per 
copy. 
 

In the last year your donations towards the cost of the magazine 

totaled £1400 so you might like to consider or revise the donation you 
give?   

 
 

 

 

Would you like your own copy each month? 

Well help is at hand… just fill in and post this form! 
 

 

To: 
Miss Marianne Ewart, 23 Cuddyside, Peebles EH45 8EN (721964) or 

Mrs Ruby Buchan, 14 Kingsland Square, Peebles EH45 8EZ (721048) 
 

Your name …………………………………………………………………… 
 

Your address…………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

I’m happy to enclose a donation of £….... towards the cost of the 

Magazine, and what a bargain it is. 
Please make cheques payable to “The Old Parish Church of Peebles” 
 

 

 



 
Last month we showed what we thought was the only photograph we had 

of the previous church building but Website Willie came up with the top 

one from the church website and Anne Derrick sent in the lower one 

showing a very interesting shot of the High Street from her collection.  

Going by this response there must be more photos out there?   

 

TOPCOoks 
Well with the fruit season started the cook has 

turned his attention to a spot of summer preserving. 
If you’ve a favourite recipe you’d like to see featured here then pass it on to 

the editor. 
 

Rhubarb & Ginger Jam 

Preparation Time: overnight 

Cooking Time: 30 minutes  
 

Ingredients 

Makes about 3lbs: 

1kg (2lb 4oz) trimmed rhubarb, chopped 

1kg (2lb 4oz) sugar 

juice of two small lemons 

25g (1oz) root ginger 

100g (4oz) crystallised ginger, chopped 
 

Instructions 

1. Mix the chopped rhubarb, sugar and lemon 

juice in a large bowl and leave overnight. 
 

2. Bash the root ginger to break the root up a bit and tie in a muslin bag. 

Put the rhubarb mixture and the ginger muslin bag in a heavy pan and boil 

rapidly for 15 minutes. 
 

3. Remove the root ginger bag, add the preserved ginger and boil again 

until the rhubarb is clear.  
 

4. Test for a set by leaving a small amount of the jam mix on a cold plate. 

If it wrinkles when you push your finger through it then it's ready. 
 

5. Skim the surface of the jam with a slotted spoon then pot and seal in 

sterilised jars. 

 
 

 

Might give 

you an idea? 

 

 

 

Please recycle this magazine…or pass it on. 
It would be nice if you read it first though! 

 



 

CHURCH ORDERS (PEEBLES) 
 

READERS 

August 3 Janette Cameron Genesis 32:22-31 

St Matthew 14:13-21 
    

 10 Ronald Ireland Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28 

St Matthew 14:22-33 
    

 17 Margaret Ireland Genesis 45:1-15 

St Matthew 15:21-28 
    

 24 Anne Derrick Exodus 2:1-10  

St Matthew 16:13-20 
    

 31 Alan Douglas Exodus 3:1-15 

St Matthew 16:21-28 
    

September 7  Exodus 12:1-14 

St Matthew18:15-20 
    

 14 Isabelle Coghill Exodus 14:19-31 

St Matthew18:21-35 
    

 21 Pauline Copland Exodus 16:2-15 

St Matthew 20:1-16 
    

 28 Alastair Fleming Exodus 17:1-7 

St Matthew21:23-32 
    

DUTY ELDERS 

  North South 

August  Bob Gregory Norman Kerr 

  Willie McVicar Drew Lowe 
    

September  Arthur Rae Tom Mills 

  Jimmy Robinson Marjory Renton 
    

SHORT ORDERS OF HOLY COMMUNION 

August 31st Jim Edgar  

  Sheena Edgar  

  Marjory Renton  

  Marjory Gregory  
    

THE BELLS! THE BELLS! 

August 3rd Malcolm Lumsden 

 10th Wilma Smith 

 17th Joann Mellors 

 24th Margaret Ireland 

 31st Jeanette Mackison 

  
    

 

CONGREGATIONAL REGISTER 
 
 

Peebles 

Death 

8th July Mrs Margaret (Peggy) Smith, Dunwhinny Lodge  

(formerly of Cuddyside) Peebles. 
 

 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES 
 

EDDLESTON 
 

   

August   
Sunday 3rd 11.45am 

 
6pm 

Morning Worship.  
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
United Evening Worship in St Peter’s 

Sunday 10th 11.45am 
 
6pm 

Morning Worship.  
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
United Evening Worship in St Peter’s 

   

Sunday 17th 11.45am 
 

Morning Worship.  
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
United Evening Worship in St Peter’s 

   

Sunday 24th 6pm 
 

 

Evening Worship 
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

United Evening Worship in St Peter’s 
   

Sunday 31st 6pm Monthly Evening Worship 
   

September   
   

Sunday 7th 11.45am 
 

Morning Worship 
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 

OFFERINGS 
 

 

   

EDDLESTON   
Total Offerings for July 2008  £359.00 

Total Offerings for July 2007  £539.95 
Total Offerings for 7 months 2008  £4,273.51 
Total Offerings for 7 months 2007  £4,4414.78 
Surplus/(Deficit)   (£140.97) 



 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES 
 

PEEBLES 
 

 

August   
Sunday 3rd 10am 

 
6pm 

Morning Worship.  
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
United Evening Worship in St Peter’s 

   

Sunday 

10th 

10am 

 
6pm  

Morning Worship.  

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
United Evening Worship in St Peter’s 

   

Sunday 

17th 

10am 

 
6pm 

Morning Worship.  

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
United Evening Worship in St Peter’s 

   

Sunday 
24th 

10am 
 

 
6pm 

Morning Worship  
with the Sacrament of Holy Baptism  

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
United Evening Worship in St Peter’s 

   

Sunday 31st 10am 

 
 
6pm 

Morning Worship  

with Short Order of Holy Communion 
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
United Evening Worship in St Peter’s 

   

September   
Sunday 7th 10am 

 

6pm 

All-age Morning Worship 
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Monthly Evening Service 
   

 

 
 
 

 

2008 
Talent Scheme 

 

 

FLOWER CALENDAR 
Convenor: Mrs Maureen Collier 
(724633) 
 
  

 

 
Please have a look at our website 

topcop.org.uk 
There’s useful information and things to see there.

 

 

3 

 

Donors 

 

Mrs Nicol, Lower Woodlee, Innerleithen Rd 

Danny Scott & Karen Scott, Marmion Road 

 Arranger Janet Mcdougall 

10 Donor Mrs Wight, Glenisle, Bonnington Road 

 Arranger Margaret Ireland 

17 Donors Mr & Mrs Straffen, St Brydes Way, 

Cardrona 

 Arranger Margaret Percy-Robb 

24 Donor No donor yet 

 Arranger Liz Trueman 

31 Donor Mrs Watson, Whitestone Court. A
u
g
u
s
t 

 Arranger Audrey Annand 
 

7 Donor  

 Arranger  

14 Donor  

 Arranger  

21 Donors  

 Arranger  

28 Donors  S
e
p

 Arranger  

                     



Who’s Who at Peebles & Eddleston 
 

Minister:  

The Reverend Calum 

Macdougall 
The Manse, Innerleithen 

Road, Peebles.  
01721 720568  

calum@topcop.org.uk 

  

 

Student Minister:  

Malcolm Jefferson 

Ker Place, Peebles. 

 

jeffersons@tesco.net 

 

Session Clerk:  
Angus Russel  

9 Craigerne Drive, 

Peebles.  

01721 720583 

angus@topcop.org.uk   

 

Session Clerk:  

Sheena Edgar 
11 Millwell Park, 

Innerleithen.   

01896 831685 

sheena@topcop.org.uk 
 

Treasurer:  

Alan Douglas 

3 Edderston Ridge, 

Peebles.  

01721 723038 

  

 

Organist & Choirmaster: 

Andrew Russel 

Glensax, Bonnington Road, 

Peebles.  

01721 721127 

music@topcop.org.uk 
 

Roll Keeper:  
Alison Duncan 

14 Crossburn Farm 

Road, Peebles.  

01721 721033 

  

 

Beadle:  
Edward Knowles 

56 Elliots Park, Peebles. 

01721 722860 

 

Hall-keeper:  

Tess Goodwin 

16 Elcho Street, Peebles.  

01721 720674 

  

 

Eddleston Session Clerk: 

Margaret Love 

11 Old Manse Road, 

Eddleston. 

01721 730263 

 

Eddleston Treasurer: 

Archie Smellie 

Hattonknowe, Eddleston.  

01721 730282 

  

 

Eddleston Organist: 

Lorraine Mulholland 

Millbank, Eddleston.  

01721 730332 

 

 

Eco-congregation & 
Fairtrade Co-

ordinator: 

Diana Brown 

Springhill Road, Peebles. 

01721 720817  

 

 

Church Administrator: 
Marjory MacFarlane 

07791 438759 

01721 722127 

admin@topcop.org.uk 

 

Registered charities (Peebles) SCO13316 (Eddleston) SCO10081 
 

 

 
 
 

Lord, as you have lived for others, 

So may we for others live; 

Freely have your gifts been granted, 

Freely may your servants give. 

Yours the gold and yours the silver, 
Yours the wealth of sea and land, 

We but stewards of the bounty 

Held in trust at your command. 
 

  
Somerset Corry Lowry (1855-1932) 


