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Please help us with our  

COOKBOOK 

In aid of Access for All 

We’re trying to put together a small book 
of our own recipies that we could sell to 
help raise funds at the end of this year. 

Fiona Sinclair has agreed to compile the 
recipies and would like to hear from you.  
 

We’re looking for your favourite, tried and 
trusted concoctions that have either a 

biblical theme or would fit part of the 
Christian Year...for example a Simnel Cake 

or Easter biscuits or a Christmas recipie, 
perhaps something more restrained that 

would be suitable for Lent?  
 

Please send your contributions to Fiona 

Sinclair sooner rather than later so we can 
start putting the book together in time for 

November. Contributions can be 
handed to Fiona or e-mailed directly 

at roddyandfifi@hotmail.com  
 

Available 

in time for 
Christmas! 



 

Pastoral letter 
August 2009 

 

 

What a great success the Calvin ’09 Conference, 
organised jointly by St Andrew’s Leckie Church and the 
Old Parish Church, turned out to be.  We were very 

pleasantly surprised by the level of support it attracted 
and not only from within Peebles.   Particularly pleasing 

was the diversity of style, approach and subject matter of 
the four contributors and yet, very different though their 

contributions were, they dovetailed so beautifully to give 
a well-rounded insight into John Calvin the man, Calvin 

the theologian, Calvin the writer and of course Calvin the 
Reformer. 
 

There were several notable benefits arising from the 
conference.  First, it was heartening to see so many 

people from far and wide who had a real interest in one 
of the most fascinating and influential of the protagonists 

of the Reformation.   
 

 

Calvinist influence on Scottish society as a whole was 
considerable too, through the establishment of a school in 

every parish and the growth of the universities… 
 

 
Secondly, the conference was a fine example of how our 

two Peebles congregations can work very effectively 
together, staging what was in fact the major contribution 

of the Church in Scotland as a whole to the anniversary 
weekend celebrations.   
 

Thirdly, the highly illuminating contributions from our 
distinguished speakers enabled us to come to a fuller 

understanding of John Calvin and his ideas. The terms 
“Calvinist” and “Calvinism” are so often used in a 

pejorative sense, even by those within the Church.  
Through the eyes of many, Calvin’s influence is seen to 

be negative and oppressive but we were reminded that 
this is a distorted vision. 



EDDLESTON PARISH CHOIR  
 

Rehearsals start on August 20th from 7.30pm - 
9.00pm in Eddleston Parish Church. 

 

Anyone who enjoys singing or wants to improve 
their singing technique is welcome to come along. 

 

EDDLESTON PARISH CHURCH 
JUNIOR CHOIR 

 

Rehearsals start on August 27th  from 

4.30pm - 5.30pm in Eddleston Parish 
Church. 

 

Anyone of school age is welcome to come along 
and see what happens at the choir practices! 

 

For further information about any of the Choirs 
please contact: Lorraine Mulholland 730332 

 

 

In congregational life, Calvin gave worship back to the 
people.  It was largely due to his influence that 

congregational singing became part of worship, the choir 
alone having provided music until that time.  Preaching 

too became livelier with extempore, expository sermons, 
though they were an hour in length.  Calvinist influence 

on Scottish society as a whole was considerable too, 
through the establishment of a school in every parish and 

the growth of the universities of which Scotland had, at 
one time, five compared with only two in England.  The 
provision of poor relief was another area in which 

Scotland led the way, again largely through the 
influences of the Reformation. 

 
Calvin’s legacy to Scottish religious and secular life and 

culture is very considerable and it was good to be 
reminded, through the conference, of just positive so 

much of that legacy is. 
 

 

 

With love, 

Calum  M acdougall.  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

News from Peebles 
What we’re up to. 
 

 

 

Big Sale Thanks from Janet. 
 

A big thank you to all who helped in any way at the ''Big Sale' at the 
beginning of July. Also to those of you that came along and supported the 

event during the three days. The total stands at £1,380. This will go to the 
Access for All fund. Janet Macdougall 
 

Karen’s total is still running! 

We were pleased to report last month that Karen’s Edinburgh 

Marathon effort had raised in excess of £900. Well her fine total 
has continued to rise and we can now reveal a final figure of 

£1210! And that’s before the Gift Aid is added in. What a 
remarkable result in aid or Access for All.  
 

Our next anniversay is not far away 
 

The current building of our church will be 
celebrating it’s 125th Anniversary during 

2011. It hardly seems long since the centenary for some of us...in fact there 
might still be some mugs for sale! Our intrepid researcher the Kirk 

Chronicler is wading through the Session records for the articles in this 
magazine and would like to get the records into chronological order leading 
up to the building of the present building in 1886. There will be some gaps 

to fill in and we’ve access to several resources in order to do this. The 
Chronicler could do with some help as it’s a big task if we’re going to do it 

properly so if you fancy yourself as a “Time Team” researcher please get in 
touch with the Editor and he’ll put you in touch with research HQ! Go 

on...there must be someone out there with an hour or two to spare? 
 

Two readers have responded  

...to the photo of Eddleston Station in last 
months magazine. The picture was indeed 

pre 1965 as Eddleston Station was shut in 
February 1962! One thought the picture was 

taken in the 50s and that the carriage looks 
like a camping coach that people could go 

for a holiday in. 
 

Our Summer Barbeque  

was held on July 25th, a glorious sunny day for the event. We’ll have a full 
report and pictures in the September magazine. 
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Daily Worship Leaders Daily Worship Leaders Daily Worship Leaders Daily Worship Leaders ––––AugAugAugAug/Sept/Sept/Sept/Sept 09 09 09 09    

Monday 3rd    Mark 8:11-21  Jim Edgar  

Tuesday 4th    Mark 8:22-33  Tom Mills 

Wednesday 5th  Mark 8:34-9:1  Geoff Goldstraw 

Thursday 6th   Mark 9:2-13  John Fairless 

Friday  7th   Mark 9:14-21  Lily Swinney 

Saturday 8th   Mark 9:30-41  Elizabeth Parker 

Monday 10th   Mark 9:42-50  Isabelle Coghill 

Tuesday 11th   Mark 10:1-16  Marjory McFarlane   

Wednesday 12th  Mark 10:17-31  Elspeth Knowles   

Thursday 13th   Mark 10:32-45           Frances Carrol 

Friday  14th   Mark 10:46-52  Fiona MacFarlane 

Saturday 15th   Mark 11:1-11  Russell Copeland 

Monday 17th   Mark 11:12-26  Sheena Edgar 

Tuesday 18th     Mark 11:27-12:12  John Moore 

Wednesday 19th   Mark 12:13-27  Alistair Robertson 

Thursday 20th    Mark 12:28-34  Marjorie Renton 

Friday  21st     Mark 12:35-44  Cathy Davidson 

Saturday 22nd    Mark 13:1-13  Douglas Kesting 

Monday 24th   Mark 13:14-27  Janette Cameron 

Tuesday 25th   Mark 13:28-37  Tom Fairbairn 

Wednesday 26th  Mark 14:1-11           Wilma Barrett 

Thursday 27th   Mark 14:12-26           Janet Macdougall 

Friday  28th     Mark 14:27-42           Calum Macdougall 

Saturday 29th   Mark 14:43-52           Pauline Copland 

in Peeblesin Peeblesin Peeblesin Peebles Old Parish,10am Old Parish,10am Old Parish,10am Old Parish,10am    



 

Another tasty nibble from our very own 

Topcook 
 

Just to give us a wee hurry up here’s a moving 

cake recipe from Fiona Sinclair 
 

 

 

Bran Loaf 

This is a really easy and tasty cake to make which 

doesn’t take too long to prepare. 
 

1 Heaped cup of All-Bran 
1 cup milk 

1 heaped cup caster sugar 
1 heaped cup self-raising flour 

1 heaped cup mixed fruit 
1 chopped banana 
 

Put all the ingredients into a large bowl and combine well, before pouing into 
a prepared loaf tin and bake for about 1 to 1 ½ hours when it should be 

golden brown on top. Let it cool before slicing (if you can wait that long!) 
 

Here’s an idea! 
 

The suggestion is that we put together a small book 
of recipies based round the Christian Year that we 

could sell to help raise funds at the end of this year. 
Fiona Sinclair has agreed to compile the recipies 

and would like to hear from you. We’re looking for 
your favourite, tried and trusted concoctions that 
have either a biblical theme or would fit part of the 

Christian Year...like a Simnel Cake or Easter biscuits 
or a Christmas recipie, perhaps something more 

restrained that would be suitable for Lent? Please 
send your contributions to Fiona sooner rather than 

later so we can start putting the book together in 
time for October. Contributions can be e-mailled directly to Fiona at 

roddyandfifi@hotmail.com or handed into the Editor. 
 

 

 

 

Did you know… 
You can see Calum’s Blog at 

topcop.org.uk 

 

 



 
 

Bees 

Hopefully, as we’ve been out and about in 
our gardens or the countryside this 

summer we’ve noticed lots of busy bees. 
You probably think that they all look the 

same but did you know that there are 
actually around 250 species of bees to be 
found in the UK. This includes the 

honeybee, 25 species of bumblebee and 
many solitary bee species. Sadly three 

species of bumblebee have already 
become extinct and only six species are 

now common and widespread as a lot of 
their natural habitats are being destroyed. Bad weather over the last few 

years and virus affecting some species are also to blame for declining 
numbers. Bees are a keystone species for conservation. This means that 

they have a disproportionate effect on their environment compared to the 
number of them that exist. This is because they pollinate the majority of our 
plants and help them to reproduce. Without bees there would be nothing to 

pollinate our crops and other plants, they would go into decline and maybe 
even become extinct and this would have a devastating effect on the whole 

ecosystem 
 

What can we do to help?   
• Don’t swat bees 
• Plant lots of nectar and pollen filled flowers. We have tried to do this in 
the church garden. For a list of recommended plants go to 
www.bumblebeeconservation.org.uk 

• Bees like warmth and shelter so think about fitting a bee box in your 
garden. Point the entrance downwards so that rain does not get in.  You 

could make a shelter for bees by filling an old toilet roll centre with bits of 
broken canes or pieces of hollow plant stems and hang it somewhere 

sheltered. Some bees and other bugs like an old woodpile to hide in. 
 

Fascinating Bee Facts! 
• Bees fly twice round the world to make one jar of honey. 
• Bees can carry half their body weight in pollen 
• There are up to 70,000 honey bees in a colony and one queen 
 



Bee part of our Eco-Competition 
 

Could you make a 

model of any type of 
bee? It can be made of 

anything but points may 
be awarded for recycling as that is 
part of our Eco-church philosophy! 

This competition is open to all and 
prizes will be awarded!  
 

Closing date is Sunday 6th. Sept. 
when models should be handed 

into the Traidcraft cupboard in the 
MacFarlane Hall.  
 

For any more 
details contact 

Diana Brown 
(720817) 

 
 

 
 

 

 

The Indispensable Man 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sometimes when you’re feeling important, sometimes when your ego’s in bloom, 

Sometimes when you think that only you are the best qualified in the room; 

Sometime when you think your going would leave an unfillable hole, 

Just try this simple example and see how it humbles your soul : 

Take a bucket and fill it with water, plunge your hand in it up to your wrist, 

Pull it out and the hole that’s remaining is the measure of how you’ll be missed. 

You may splash all you like as you enter, you may stir up the water galore, 

But stop and you’ll find in a minute that it looks much the same as before. 

The moral of this quaint example is just do the best as you can, 

Be proud of yourself, but remember - There is no Indispensable Man! 
 



 

 
Time for another stravaig from 

Our Roving Correspondent 
 

Who goes Wild in Amsterdam! 

 

 

Skipping church is not something ORC does lightly, 

but sacrifices are necessary if this column is to hit the 
pages of the church magazine! So it was that ORC, 

along with Our Episcopalian Friend (also skipping 
church) set off on a July Sunday morning for their 

flight to Amsterdam. After a smooth flight, we landed 
and sought out our shuttle bus transfer to our hotel, 
managing to deal with the driver’s joke that Our Pisky 

Friend was actually HM The Queen! A passing 
resemblance to Her Majesty might be detected on a 

dark night with the moon behind her, but we let the 
driver dream on! Nevertheless, royal treatment was 

the norm in Amsterdam, with the local people friendly and helpful – and all 
could speak English, thankfully, as Dutch is a really difficult language to get 

your head round! 
 

Our hotel, Die Port van Cleve, was originally 

the site of the very first Heineken brewery, so 
feeling a thirst coming on, ORC decided to 

celebrate this fact with a cool beer in the 
‘brown bar’ next door. Brown bars are an 
Amsterdam institution, so called because the 

interior walls are brown due to years of 
tobacco smoke. The bar (which was, I might 

add, perfectly respectable!) was decorated  
with delft tiles on the upper walls and served drinks and also traditional 

Dutch food. Of course, everyone has heard of the Amsterdam ‘coffee shops’, 
where you can get coffee but also other stronger substances not really to be 

recommended. These abound but appeared well enough run and certainly 
the streets of Amsterdam felt safe and non-threatening, though it is wise to 
be on the alert for pickpockets. 
 

The next morning, we purchased a ‘hop on, hop off’ canal pass and set off 

on a tour of Amsterdam by water. The newly-opened Hermitage Museum 
was our first ‘hop off’ point. The current exhibition is from the famous 
Hermitage in St Petersburg, of which the Amsterdam building is an offshoot. 

Through a lavish display of original dresses and uniforms, photographs and 
other artefacts from the regime of the Tsars, the story of those times is told, 

right up to the reign of the last Tsar, Nicholas II, who was shot by the 
Bolsheviks in 1917, along with his entire family. We hopped back on the 



canal boat and disembarked a second time at the Amsterdam Resistance 

Museum. We had a visit booked for the Anne Frank House later in the 
holiday, and this Museum put the Anne Frank story in perspective against 

the background of a city determined to resist the occupying forces and to 
help their Jewish friends, so many of whom were deported never to return. 

 

Our hotel was just off Dam Square. It’s 
not the most beautiful square in 

Europe, but it bustles with people, 
trams and the ubiquitous bicycles and 

is great for people watching. On one 
side is the Royal Palace. This building, 

which has been recently refurbished, is 
mainly used for large state occasions 

and international functions. It’s not the 
Dutch royal family’s main residence 
(remember that the capital of The 

Netherlands is The Hague), but is frequently used by the much loved and 
very popular Queen Beatrix and her family. The picture shows the main 

reception hall. 
 

Near the palace stands the Niuwe Kerk 

(New Church) but it’s only ‘new’ (16th 
century) in comparison to the Oude Kerk. 

The Nieuwe Kerk is no longer a functioning 
church but is used for concerts and art 

exhibitions. The Oude Kerk, dating from 
the 14th century, contains beautiful stained 

glass windows and a magnificent dome 
and is a functioning church. Ironically, this 
church is in the heart of the famous red light district. Yes, we did walk 

through it! Don’t take the kids and prepare for an eye-opening experience, 
though quite frankly the bits we saw were pretty sleazy. It’s probably better 

after dark, but by the time we had got back to our hotel and had our dinner 
we had also had enough and were too 

shattered to contemplate taking to the 
streets (!!!) again. 
 

On our middle day, we had booked a bus 
tour taking us right out of the city and into 

the Dutch polderland. This area of reclaimed 
land is very fertile and intensively farmed for 

both market gardening and dairy cattle. 
What was originally called the Zuider Zee, 
and open to the sea, has now been closed 

off by a dyke and is the vast inland lake called Ijisslmeer. As the picture 
shows, this is a flat land of big skies and water. We were taken to the village 

of Markem which,  since the lake is now fresh water, is no longer a fishing 



village but caters pretty much exclusively for tourists. However, amidst the 

tourist tat there was an interesting museum about the traditional Dutch way 
of life and we also visited a cheese farm and clog-making workshop. 
 

On our last day we had booked a 
tour of the Anne Frank House for 

9.30am. It’s best to do this 
online before you go as later in 

the day the queues are 
enormous and made up of large 

tour parties. You will all be 
familiar with the story of the 

Frank family and their hiding for 
over two years in the few rooms 

that constitute The Secret 
Annexe. The rooms are bare 
since the Germans removed all 

the furniture and it was on the 
wishes off Otto Frank, Anne’s father and the only survivor of the 8 people in 

hiding in the house, that the rooms should remain unfurnished. The tour is 
self guided and very touching as you wonder at how these people kept going 

in such a confined space over such a long time. 
 

Our final outing was to the Gassan Diamond factory where you were shown 

how diamonds are cut and polished and then, under very secure conditions, 
shown diamonds for sale and even allowed to try on diamond jewellery. Not 

having a few thousand euros to spare just at the time, we didn’t buy, but it 
was an interesting, and completely free, experience. 

 

After all that it was time to pack and make our way 
back to Schipol Airport for the flight home. A 

fascinating city of contrasts well worth a visit and no 
further away than London by aeroplane. 
 

 
ORC and Our 

Episcopalian Friend 
booked their holiday through Cresta Tours 

with Henderson Travel (sadly no longer in 
the Northgate). Direct flights with KLM are 

regular every day and flying time is 1 hour 
10 minutes, though be warned that it takes 

about 15 minutes to get from the runway to the terminal. Correspondingly, 
on the way back the flight starts boarding an hour before departure. If you 
want to visit the Anne Frank House, it’s advisable to book in advance on the 

internet, and this is easily done. 
 



 

Who we are 
This month it’s our chance to learn more about one of our 

younger members from the Sunday School… 

Shona Sinclair   

 

What’s your day job? I am in Primary 1 at Eddleston School 
 

Got a favourite food? Forsyth’s sausages, chocolate and strawberries. 
 

Got any famous relatives? Me and my family! 
 

What’s on the CD player in your car? No car yet but I like all music. 
 

What would I like to be when I grow up? A teacher or a hairdresser or 

maybe even a princess. 
 

What was the last book you read? The Hungry Caterpillar. 
 

Do you have a favorite book or film? My 
favourites are “Scooby Doo”, “Peppa Pig” and 

“Dora”. 
 

What’s important to you? I love my family, 

watching TV and going for walks. 
 

What are your greatest strength/weakness? I 
love art and dancing. My greatest weakness going 
to be on time! 
 

What are your other interests? Art, singing, 

drawing, playing with my friends, dressing up and 
helping mummy with her cooking and baking. 
 

Got a favourite hymn or anthem? “Hosanna Rock” from school. 
 

If you were to write a book what would it be about? It would be about 

Princesses. 
 

 

Go on; you could be next! 
 

Don’t be shy, we’d be delighted if you’d like to contribute to this magazine 

by sending us your details for this column. With so many members we 
could keep this column going for 50 years! Everyone is important. 
 

It’s not difficult simply e-mail the editor for a form and send your 
responses back on magazine@topcop.org.uk or you’ll find a form in the 

MacFarlane Hall after services. A photo would be really handy obviously. If 
you’re really shy than you could wear a disguise in the photograph or 

change your name! 
 



 

A wee blast from our past from our 

Kirk Chronicler 
 

What was going on in Peebles? 
Continuing our look at the Peeblesshire Advertiser & 

County Newspaper of July 10, 1875. 
 

For the past two months we’ve been looking at the report in The 
PEEBLESSHIRE ADVERTISER & COUNTY NEWSPAPER, OF 10th July 1875, and 
the report of the Old Parish Church Congregational Meeting discussing the 

prospect of enlarging and improving the Church.  But the Newspaper itself 
gives a fascinating look at society at that time.  There is no room for other 

than extracts from various articles and adverts, but I hope you will enjoy the 
following as much as I have.  The turn of phrase reflects the more formal 

approach in these days. 
 
  

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

A.O.F. 
 

COURT NEIDPATH, 
Peebles, will hold   

PIC-NIC at NEWBY 
on the 24th July. 

Just Published, 
 

CURE THE EVILS IN THE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND 

by The Rev. Joseph Miller, B.D. 

MR WM LOGAN, 
Resident Dentist, Galashiels, 

VISITS PEEBLES on the 2nd Thursday of each 
month, and may be consulted at Mr Watson’s, 
Bookseller; also Innerleithen, at Mrs Hope’s, 

Bridgend. 

TWEED GREEN HOUSE, PEEBLES. 

MRS STURROCK receives Young Ladies to 

BOARD AND EDUCATE, assisted by Highly 

accomplished English and Foreign 

Governesses. Terms & c., on application. 

BOOTS!  BOOTS!  BOOTS! 

ALEXANDER THOMSON, Northgate, 
begs to acquaint the Public that he has 
been fortunate in securing a very large 
supply of LADIES’, GENTLEMEN’S, 
YOUTHS & CHILDREN’S Boots and 

Shoes, at a great reduction in price; he 
hopes to be favoured with a call of all who 
may be requiring FIRST-RATE BOOTS AND 
SHOES, either for present or prospective 
use.  He will also greatly reduce all his 
regular stock of Boots and Shoes so that 
he may make a thorough clearance. 

  

STRAWBERRIES 
NOW READY, Strawberries for 
preserving and Table use, 8d per basket.  
Vegetables fresh pulled every morning.  
Leek plants for transplanting, 6d per 100.  

Thomas Spalding & Co’s, 
Nurserymen, Peebles. 

OPENING ANNOUNCEMENT 
Wm. WHITIE has to announce that he as 

RE-OPENED AND IMPROVED 
PREMISES with a select stock, comprising 
Novelty for the coming season.  W.W’s aim 
has been to combine novelty with moderate 

prices, thereby enabling the great mass of the 
people to have elegance and taste in Dress at 

reasonable prices.  Inspection and 
comparison invited. 

Wm. Whitie, Draper & Clothier, High St. 
Peebles. 

 



LOCAL INTELLIGENCE: Births: At Kerfield, on 5th inst, the wife of Mr 

Walter Thorburn, of a son. 
 

SITUATIONS: Shepherd wanted to proceed immediately to New Zealand. 
Apply to J & H Brown & Co, Selkirk. 
 

EXCURSIONISTS IN THE TOWN:  Last Saturday, the employees in the 
Kevock Paper Mills, Lasswade, and their friends visited Peebles.  They 

arrived about 10 o’clock. A brass band accompanied them and altogether 
they numbered about 160. – At the same time an excursion party, under the 

auspices of the Gilmerton Iron Works arrived.  It numbered 200, and was 
also accompanied by a band.  During the day, the strangers visited Neidpath 
Castle; and a great portion of their time was spent on Tweed Green.  Some 

of them were noisy, and many were in such a state as to be unable to 
perceive any objects of interest.  Incidents of mistaken identity were also 

noticeable.  The excursionists left the town by special train at twenty 
minutes past six o’clock. 
 

CORRESPONDANCE: THE PARISH CHURCH.  
SIR, I have observed in the public prints of last week, that the Kirk 

Session of Peebles Parish has resolved to reconstruct the internal 
arrangements of the Parish Church, and modernize the external of the 

building.  It is most laudable in the, and must be a source of congratulation 
to the members to have in prospect more suitable accommodation.  But you 

will please allow me, as a member of the Church of Scotland, to observe 
that the growing wants of the parish demand something more than an 

alteration of the old and venerated edifice.  The National Church is now 
sailing before the wind, and it is proper that she should spread her sails 
besides mending her old ones that have done service gracefully and nobly.  

The people see this, and believe there is a glorious future waiting her if her 
sons are true to her requirements.   

I understand that a sum of money has been subscribed for the purpose 
for which it will fortunately not be required.  I therefore would suggest that 

it be applied to the building of a new church on the other side of the water, 
with a district attached, or, if that is not convenient, as a chapel of ease.  

The £1000 which has been so much spoken of, with a grant of £1500 from 
the Baird Trust, and a grant from the Ferguson Bequest, and £500 from the 
Home Mission Fund of the Church together, would build a church which 

would be an ornament to the town where poor and rich could worship under 
the banned of the freest national church in existence, and the freest and 

most unselfish church in Scotland.   
I am, - SIGMA. 

 
 

 
 
 

STATE LINE: STEAMERS WILL SAIL FROM GLASGOW TO NEW YORK 
State of Georgia: Fri. 9th July: State of Indiana: Fri. 6th August via Larne 

AND EVERY ALTERNATE FRIDAY THEREAFTER:     Rates of Passage:  
Saloon Cabin, 12 to 15 Guineas; Second Cabin (including all necessaries for the Voyage) 8 Guineas;  

Steerage 5 Guineas. 
For further information apply to Mr James Home, Coal Merchant, Peebles. 

 



Bell-tower Craik 
More tea Vicar? 

 

A few minutes before the church services started, the congregation was 

sitting in their pews and talking. Suddenly, Satan appeared at the front of 

the church. 
 

Everyone started screaming and running for the front entrance, trampling 

each other in a frantic effort to get away from evil incarnate. 
 

Soon the church was empty except for one elderly gentleman who sat calmly in 

his pew without moving, seemingly oblivious to the fact that God's ultimate enemy 

was in his presence. 
 

So Satan walked up to the man and said, 'Do you know who I am?' 
 

The man replied, 'Yep, sure do.' 
 

'Aren't you afraid of me?' Satan asked. 
 

'Nope, sure ain't.' said the man. 
 

'Don't you realize I can kill you with one word?' asked 

Satan. 
 

'Don't doubt it for a minute,' returned the old man, in an 

even tone. 
 

'Did you know that I can cause you profound, horrifying AGONY for all eternity?' 

persisted Satan. 
 

'Yep,' was the calm reply. 
 

'And you are still not afraid?' asked Satan. 
 

'Nope,' said the old man 
 

More than a little perturbed, Satan asked, 'Why aren't you afraid of me?' 

The man calmly replied, 
 

'Been married to your sister for 48 years. 

 

Fowl Joke 

A couple at a Chinese restaurant order the "Chicken Surprise," which the 

waiter brings the meal, served in a cast iron pot with a heavy cast iron lid. As the 

wife is about to serve herself, the lid of the pot rises slightly and she sees two 

beady little eyes looking around briefly before the lid slams back down. 

"Good grief, did you see that?" she asks her husband. 
He hasn't, so she asks him to look in the pot. As he reaches for it the lid again 

lifts, he sees two little eyes looking around, and it slams down. 

He calls the waiter over, explains what has happened and demands an 

explanation. 

"Please," says the waiter, "what you order?" 

"Chicken Surprise." 

Ah... so sorry," says the waiter, "I bring you Peeking Duck!" 

 
 



 

Thanks 
from the 

magazine babes. 
 

 

Thank you. Since we included the costings for this magazine in this column 
we’ve had a great response.  
 

In the year beginning 2006 we collected £1800 for the magazine and so 
we’re delighted to announce that for the twelve months ending in 2008 the 

donations rose to £4,131. We calculated that the magazine costs somewhere 
in the region of 35p per copy to produce and so we’re delighted that this 

increased giving represents 53p per copy…we must be doing something 
right… and we’re about to give you colour too! So it’s a big thank you to you 

our readers from the Magazine Babes. 
 

Magazine Distributors 

 Please note that your folders will not be in your pews anymore. They will be 
in Boxes in the NORTH and SOUTH AISLES at the back seat. 
 

New developments. Thanks to our new printer we can produce a large-
print copy of this magazine so if this would be helpful to you, please ask 

your magazine distributor for this service. 
 

If you’d like to save a tree or two you can also access the magazine in full 

colour on the website www.topcop.org.uk/magazine 
 

 
 

 

 

Would you like your own copy each month? 

Well help is at hand… just fill in and post this form! 
 

 

To: 

Miss Marianne Ewart, 23 Cuddyside, Peebles EH45 8EN (721964) or 
Mrs Ruby Buchan, 14 Kingsland Square, Peebles EH45 8EZ (721048) 
 

Your name …………………………………………………………………… 
 

Your address…………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

I’m happy to enclose a donation of £….... towards the cost of the 
Magazine. 

Please make cheques payable to “The Old Parish Church of Peebles” 
 

 

 



 

CHURCH ORDERS (PEEBLES) 
 

READERS 

August 2 Janet Macdougall 2 Samuel 11:26 to 12:13a 
St John 6:24-35 

    

 9 Diana Brown 2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15 and 31-33 
St John 6:35 and 41-51 

    

 16 Geoff Goldstraw 1 Kings 2:10-12 and 3:3-14 
St John 6:51-58 

    

 23 Sheena Edgar 1 Kings 8:22-30 and 41-43 
St John 6:56-69 

    

 30 Jim Edgar Song of Solomon 2:8-13 
St Mark 7:1-8, 14-15 and 21-23 

    

Sept 6  James 2:1-10 and 14-17 
St Mark 7:24-37 

    

 13 Douglas Kesting James 3:1-12 
St Mark 8:27-38 

    

 20 John Fairless James 3:13 to 4:3, 7 and 8a 
St Mark 9:30-37 

    

 27 Alistair Robertson James 5:13-20 
St Mark 9:38-50 

    

    

DUTY ELDERS 

  North South 
August  Diana Brown Norman Kerr 
  Barbara Charteris Drew Lowe 

Sept  Arthur Rae Tom Mills 
  Jim Edgar Marjory Renton 
    

SHORT ORDERS OF HOLY COMMUNION 
August 30 Jim Edgar    

  Sheena Edgar    
  Marjory Renton    

  Marjory Gregory    
    

THE CLANGERS 

August 2 Roger Trueman 
 9 Angus Russel 

 16 Malcolm Lumsden 
 23 Alison Cruickshanks 
 30 Cathy Davidson 

 
 



 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES 

EDDLESTON 
 

   

August   
   

Sunday 2nd 11.45am Morning Worship Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
   

Sunday 9th 11.45am Morning Worship 

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
   

Sunday 

16th 

11.45am 

 

Morning Worship.  

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
   

Sunday 

23rd 

11.45am 

 

Morning Worship.  

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
   

Sunday 

30th 

6pm 

 

Monthly Evening Service  

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
   

September   
   

Sunday 6th 11.45am Morning Worship  

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
 

 

CONGREGATIONAL REGISTERS 
 

PEEBLES 

BAPTISM 
12th July  Finlay Walter, son of Catherine and Niall Burns,  

              1 Nether Horsburgh Cottages, Innerleithen 
DEATH  

1st July Mrs Jessie Hamilton, Peebles Nursing Home,  
               Tweed Green, Peebles 

 
EDDLESTON 
MARRIAGE 

10th July Miss Kirsty Hogg to Mrs Erik Smith, now in Edinburgh 
 

 

OFFERINGS 
 

EDDLESTON   

Total Offerings for July 2009  £434.00 
Total Offerings for July 2008  £359.00 

Total Offerings for 7 months 2009  £5,047.90 
Total Offerings for 7 months 2008  £4,273.85 

Surplus/(Deficit)   £774.05 
 
 



 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES 
 

PEEBLES 
 

 

August   
Sunday 

2nd 

10am 

6pm 

Morning Worship, Ninth Sunday after Pentecost  

United Evening Service in St Peter’s Church.  
   

Sunday 
9th 

10am 
6pm 

Morning Worship, Tenth Sunday after Pentecost  
United Evening Service in St Peter’s Church. 

   

Sunday 
16th 

10am 
 

6pm 

Morning Worship  
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

United Evening Service in St Peter’s Church. 
   

Sunday 

23rd 

10am 

 
6pm 

Morning Worship  

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost. Sunday School resumes 
United Evening Service in St Peter’s Church. 

   

Sunday 
30th 

10am 
 

 
6pm 

Morning Worship  
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost.  

Followed by Short Order of Holy Communion 
United Evening Service in St Peter’s Church. 

   

September   
Sunday 

6th 

10am 

 
6pm 

Morning Worship.  

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost. 
Monthly Evening Service 

   

Daily Worship at Peebles Monday to Saturday at 10am. 
 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to all of you who have contributed to this 
edition of the TOPCOP magazine. 

 
 

If you’ve an event happening within the church and would like 
people to know about it through this magazine? Let the editor know. It 

would be a great help if articles or intimations for the September 2009    
magazine be sent in by 20th August to David MacFarlane on 07711 851611 

or preferably e-mail: magazine@topcop.org.uk  
 

Articles or contributions for any of the sections in the magazine are 
welcomed. Humour, recipes, poetry, travel, photos, Getting to know us. 

About 300-400 words will fill a page but don’t restrict yourself to just one! 
This is a church magazine and a church is the sum of its people so come on 
and contribute…it’s your magazine! 
 

 

 



 

FLOWER CALENDAR  
Convenor:  
Mrs Maureen Collier 724633 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

                     

 

2 
 

 

Wedding Flowers 
North Aisle pedestal donors: Mrs B Nicol, Woodlea, 
Innerleithen Road, Mr Danny Scott & Karen, Marmion 

Road. Arranger: Anne Ross 
9 Wedding Flowers 

   
16 Donor Mrs Wight, Glenisle, Bonnington Road 

 Arranger Liz Trueman 
23 Donors Mr & Mrs Straffan, St Bride’s Way 

Mrs A Hoggard, 20 The Meadows 
 Arranger Janet Macdougall 

30 Donors Mrs Watson, Whitestone Court 

Mr & Mrs A Robertson, Gallowhill A
u
g
u
s
t 

 Arranger Audrey Annand 

                     

6 Wedding Flowers 

   
13 Donors Mr & Mrs Welsh, Connor Place 

Mr & Mrs Rae, Innerleithen 
 Arranger Eileen Williamson 

20 Donor Mr D Kesting, Frankscroft 
 Arranger June Grandison 

27 Donor Mrs M Percy-Robb S
e
p

 Arranger Diana Brown 

                     



Who’s Who at Peebles & Eddleston 
 

Minister:  

The Reverend Calum Macdougall 

The Manse, Innerleithen Road, 

Peebles EH45 8BD  
01721 720568  

calum@topcop.org.uk 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Session Clerk:  

Sheena Edgar 

5 Jubilee Park 

PEEBLES  
Tel: 01721 723327. 

sheena@topcop.org.uk 

 

Treasurer:  

Alan Douglas 

3 Edderston Ridge, 

Peebles.  

01721 723038 
  

 

Organist & Choirmaster: 

Andrew Russel 

Glensax, Bonnington Road, 

Peebles.  

01721 721127 

music@topcop.org.uk 

Church Administrator 

& Roll Keeper: 

Alison Duncan 

House: 721033 
Mobile: 07752 633287 

admin@topcop.org.uk 
  

 

Beadle:  

Edward Knowles 

56 Elliots Park, Peebles. 
01721 722860 

 

Hall-keeper:  

Tess Goodwin 

16 Elcho Street, Peebles.  

01721 720674 

  

 

Eddleston Session Clerk: 

Margaret Love 

11 Old Manse Road, 

Eddleston. 

01721 730263 

 

Eddleston Treasurer: 

Archie Smellie 

Hattonknowe, Eddleston.  
01721 730282 

  

 

Eddleston Organist: 

Lorraine Mulholland 

Millbank, Eddleston.  
01721 730332 

Eco-congregation & 

Fairtrade  

Co-ordinator: 

Diana Brown 

Springhill Road, Peebles. 

01721 720817 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Registered charities (Peebles) SCO13316 (Eddleston) SCO10081 
 

 



 
 
 

 

Here’s a great way to make use of colour in our magazine by showing you 

two bright views of the High Street. They’re both hand-tinted postcards 
although they don’t have a date on them. From the Editor’s collection 



 

I greet thee, who my sure Redeemer art 
 

I greet thee, who my sure Redeemer art 

my only Trust and Saviour of my heart, 

who pain didst undergo for my poor sake; 

I pray thee from our hearts all cares to take. 
 

Thou art the King of mercy and of grace, 

reigning omnipotent in every place: 

so come, O King, and our whole being sway; 

shine on us with the light of thy pure day. 
 

Thou art the life, by which alone we live, 

and all our substance and our strength receive; 

sustain us by thy faith and by thy power, 

and give us strength in every trying hour. 
 

Thou hast the true and perfect gentleness, 

no harshness hast thou, and no bitterness: 

oh, grant to us the grace we find in thee, 

that we may dwell in perfect unity. 
 

Our hope is in no other save in thee; 

our faith is built upon thy promise free; 

Lord, give us peace, and make us calm and sure, 

that in thy strength we evermore endure. 
 

attributed to John Calvin (1509-1564) 

translated Elizabeth Lee Smith (1817-1898) 

 


