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9th April Fabulous Baking Girls at Peebles 

Market 

25th April Activities Day in the Swimming    

Pool Car Park from 10am 

2nd May   Guild of Friendship Coffee Morning 

10th-16th May Christian Aid Week 

8th May  Peebles Singers Concert 

13th May  Russian Vocal Ensemble Concert 

16th May  Barney Miller Variety Concert 

5th June  TOPCOP Choir Summer Concert 

6th June  Inchorus Concert 

29th August Tours of Church (Peebles Festival) 

23rd October Organ Recital: Sarah Aitchison 

28th November Halyrude Coffee Morning 

5th December  Church Coffee Morning  
 
Here’s a new item that simply acts as a reminder of the 
many events that take place in and around our church 
throughout the year. 

diary 

www.topcop.org.uk 



 

 

Pastoral letter 
April 2009 

 

After my paternal grandfather died over thirty years 
ago my father and my aunt were faced with the 

rather forbidding task of clearing his house, which he 

had lived in since it had been built over fifty years 

before.  The trouble was that my grandfather had 

tended to hoard.  Perhaps it’s something of a family 

failing for I’m afraid to say I do it myself.  
 

Not only were there innumerable mementos that he 
had collected over the ninety-one years of his life, 

there were also papers, books, photographs, all 

manner of souvenirs collected on family travels and 

much more that had all been removed, following his 

sister’s death a few years previously, from the house 

that had been the family home in Argyll for close on 

150 years.  As you can imagine the sorting and 
clearing was rather more than a leisurely afternoon’s 

work. 
 

 

…is the eternal truth of Easter not precisely 
this, that through the death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ we are rescued from the oblivion to 

which feeble human existence is headed…? 
 

  

There were a few interesting finds along the way.  

One of those was an old ladle that my grandfather, an 

enthusiastic kitchen gardener, had used for who 
knows how long to measure out his weed killer.  It 

had hung on a nail in the garden shed for years. 

Deeply blackened over the years, no doubt due to its 

having been used with toxic substances, and fairly 

heavy, we assumed it was probably made of bronze 

or a similar alloy.  
 



I remember that it was on a Friday evening that my 

father first brought the ladle home to see if he could 

clean it up a bit.  Over the whole weekend he worked 

away at it, being careful not to use abrasive materials 

in case the surface got scratched.  By the Sunday 

afternoon the task was completed.  As my father 
emerged from his cellar-cum-workshop he was 

struggling to hide a look of deep satisfaction.  To the 

great surprise of us all he presented a beautiful solid 

silver soup ladle. 
 

The fact that the Friday my father had begun his 

cleaning was Good Friday and the Sunday he had 

revealed the transformed ladle was Easter Day, 

seemed entirely fitting.  For years that old cooking 
utensil had served its purpose among the gardening 

tools.  When its owner and user had died it had 

ceased to have purpose any more.  However it had 

been rescued from oblivion and soon it would have a 

new lease of life, ironically serving its original purpose 

in the kitchen. 
 

One would scarcely wish to claim that there is much 
to learn from the tale of an old cooking utensil and 

yet is the eternal truth of Easter not precisely this, 

that through the death and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ we are rescued from the oblivion to which 

feeble human existence is headed and instead we are 

restored to the fullness of life in the fellowship of the 

God and Lord of all?   
 

Easter assures us that God’s original plan for us will 
still be achieved and though tarnished by our fallen 

state we can, through Christ’s vicarious suffering 

rediscover that image and likeness in which we were 

made and were meant to remain. 

 

May the joy of Easter bring you hope and peace. 
 

With love, 

Calum  M acdougall.  



       News from Peebles 
What we’re up to. 
 

 

United Worship During Lent 
 
During Lent the congregations of Peebles Council of Churches will 

be holding a short United Service each Wednesday evening at 7 

o’clock.   

 

The dates are as follows: 

4th March  St Joseph’s RC Church 
 

11thMarch  St Andrew’s Leckie Parish Church 
 

18th March  Eddleston Parish Church 
 

25th March hosted by Peebles Baptist Church  

(location will be intimated) 
 

1st April  St Peter’s Episcopal Church 
 

8th April  Lyne and Manor Parish Church 

 

Holy Week at Peebles Old 
 

Daily Worship at Peebles Old will continue through Holy Week and 

Easter but during Holy Week (Monday 6th to Friday 10th April) 

worship will be extended a little and will be conducted by members 
of the local clergy.   

 

The exception to this will be on 

Maundy Thursday when the act of 

worship will be in St Peter’s 

Episcopal Church. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Our own Easter card 
 

Another first, our very own Easter card with an image of the 

North Aisle table and cross taken by our resident photographer 

and Fabric Convener. Calum and Sheena had the idea and the 

result is this lovely card with which you can send your Easter 
greetings to your loved ones 

this year…and possibly next 

year too if they don’t sell out. 

 

The card is being sold in the 

church and in the MacFarlane 

Hall during coffee after the 
services for the not 

unreasonable price of £1    

each or £10 for 11 cards 

complete with envelopes. The 

proceeds will be in support of 

our Access for All Project.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Colour is coming! 
 

While we’ve been able to receive colour 

television in Peebles for a few years 
now we’ve been waiting since 1953 for 

colour in the TOPCOP magazine. 
 

Our black and white copier has given us 

great service over the last six years but 

had recently become unreliable with the 

increased workload and the great news is that thanks to an 

exceedingly generous donation we’re now in possession of a state 

of the art colour laser printer and copier.  
 

So watch this space for a more colourful magazine next month.  
 

Available now in 
the vestibule 
and the 
MacFarlane Hall 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
at swimming pool car park  

10:30 until 1:30   

Sat, 25th April  
 

The Police will have their 
community van taking 

childrens' finger prints 

just for fun.  
 

Trips to the police cells in a 

police car will be available.  
 

The Fire Service will have a Fire 

Engine available for inspection.  
 

There will be Face painting, test your 

hand skills, throw wet sponges at the 
"elders" plus other games.  
 

The adults will have coffee/tea,  

scones and bacon rolls available in  
The MacFarlane Hall from 10:30  

until 1.30pm  

Family Fun Day  

Contact for this event is Drew Lowe 
Please get involved as he needs helpers for 
the activities. 

All proceeds to the Access for All Project 
 



Fairtrade Fortnight – Going Bananas! 

Congratulations and thanks to all who took part in the attempt to 
set a record for eating Fairtrade bananas. 104 bananas were eaten 

at the church hall and that was part of the total of 390,000. Well 

done and keep eating Fairtrade bananas as it helps the producer’s 

working conditions, and gives them money for school fees and 

medicines. 

 
 

A date for your diary: 

ORGAN RECITAL by SARAH AITCHISON 
Friday, 23 October 2009 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beat the Easter rush…come to church this Sunday 
Spotted by a parishioner outside a church in Florida 

The TOPCOP Fabulous Baking Girls         
 

have agreed to  go into action again  
and do a stall  

at Peebles Market on 

  

Thursday 9th April 2009  
to raise funds for Access for All.  

Although their baking prowess knows  

few bounds they are asking for contributions  
from as many people as possible. 

 
Please contact Barbara Charteris  

on 720216 if you can help 
 



 
Help us paint our way out of a 

corner. 
 

The toilets in the MacFarlane Hall are 

badly in need of re-decoration and two 
generous members have already 

pledged £100 each towards the 

estimated £600 cost. Would you be able 

to support this project with a £100 

pledge? We only need four more like-

minded donors to come forward and we 

can get the job done to the benefit of 
everyone using the halls. Please contact 

the editor on 07711 851611 or the 

Fabric Convener on 07831 856031 or e-

mail at magazine@topcop.org.uk if you 

can help. 

 

 

Hey ! I’m mad, but please sponsor me in aid of the Access for 

All appeal. 

 

Some can run up the church steps, many 

can walk, but for some the steps are a real 

barrier. Help to overcome this barrier by 

sponsoring me in the Edinburgh Marathon 
on 31st May 2009. 26 miles are the biggest 

physical and mental challenge I have ever 

faced. Hours of training and hours of 

recovery will be made easier if I have your 

support.  

 

If you see me out training, a word or nod of 
encouragement, a thought or prayer will 

help me on my way. Better still stop me and 

fill in one of my sponsorship forms! 

 

Karen 

 
 

 



 

Guild of Friendship 

Coffee Morning 
 

Saturday 2nd May 10-noon 
MacFarlane Hall 

 

Entrance £1 including Home Baking! 
 

 

 

Coffee Morning Thank you 
 

A very successful Coffee Morning was held by the Flower Committee 

on Saturday 7th March, when a total of £736 was raised for Access 

for All. A big “Thank you” for the generous donations to our stalls, 

the stalwart tea ladies, the stall holders and all who came to 

support us on the day.                            Maureen Collier 

 

Mama Mia Thanks 
 

Thank you to all who supported the Lunch and Film on Sunday 22nd 
February 2009. The sum of £275 was raised for the Access For All 

Fund. Special thanks to those who contributed to the lunch and 

helped on the day, including the film boys.             Karen Ritchie 

 

Family Ceilidh Thanks 

A great night was enjoyed by all on 21st March at the Family Ceilidh 

in the MacFarlane Hall. We raised £269 for the Access for All 

Appeal. Thank you to James Patterson for top class music and MC 
duties. Thank you to all who contributed to the super buffet. Thanks 

also to the team of helpers on the night. Last but by no means 

least, a huge thank you to Fiona Macfarlane, ticket seller supreme, 

buffet and kitchen slave! 

All help much appreciated.                                    Karen Ritchie 

 

Please have a look at our website 

topcop.org.uk 
There’s useful information and things to see there. 



 

 Book of Remembrance 
 

The Book of Remembrance goes away once a 

year to be updated.  For most of the year the 

Book is kept in the glass-topped table in the 
North Aisle.  The pages are turned to the 

current date, so that on anniversaries we may 
look at the names of our loved ones in the 

Book and perhaps sit a while with our 
memories.  If an anniversary which is 

meaningful to you falls on a day when you are unable to view, please 

do not hesitate to ask to have the Book shown to you at your special 
page.   
 

I intend sending the Book away at the beginning of May so if you have 

anyone whose name you would like inscribed in the Book of 
Remembrance then please give details of the deceased one’s name, 

and dates of birth and death to Sheena Edgar Tel: 723327, 
email:sheenaedgar@btconnect.com.  There is no need for the person 

to have been a member of the Old Parish Church or indeed of any 
church or even to belong to Peebles. 
 

There is no charge for putting an entry in the Book, but contributions 

to the Remembrance Fund are invited.  The Fund is used for significant 
projects e.g. the foundations of the Church Centre were financed from 

the Fund and perhaps now the Access for All. 
 

 

News from Eddleston 
What we’re up to. 
 

 

EDDLESTON GUILD 
 

Everyone is welcome to come along to the home of Vivienne Wilmut 

at 5 OLD MANSE ROAD for "Coffee and Chat" on Wednesday 6th 

May from 10.00a.m. till 12 noon.  

We look forward to seeing old friends and some new ones too. 
 

PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF VENUE 
 

The last meeting of the Guild session will be held on Wednesday 

15th April at 7.30p.m. in the Village Hall, when Vivienne Wilmut will 
give an illustrated talk. 
 



 

Daily Worship 
Daily Worship Leaders – March 
Monday 6th  John 12:1-11   Holy 

Tuesday 7th  John 12:20-36 

Wednesday 8th  John 13:21-32             Week 

Thursday 9th  John 13:1-17,31b-35 

Friday  10th  John 13:36-38 

Saturday 11th  John19:38-42        F.Dalrymple-Hamilton 
 

Monday 13th  John 14:1-14  Tom Fairbairn 

Tuesday 14th  John 14:15-31  Diana Brown 

Wednesday 15th  John 15:1-11  Douglas Kesting 

Thursday 16th  John 16:12-27  Marjory McFarlane 

Friday  17th  John 16:1-15  John Moore 

Saturday 18th  John 16:16-33  Pauline Copeland 
 

Monday 20th  John 17:1-11   Lily Swinney 

Tuesday 21st  John 17:12-19  Elspeth Knowles 

Wednesday 22nd  John 17:20-26  Alistair Robertson 

Thursday 23rd  Luke 3:1-14  Isabelle Coghill 

Friday  24th  Luke 3:15-22  Fiona MacFarlane 

Saturday 25th  Luke 4:1-13  Russell Copeland 
 

Monday 27th  Luke 4:14-30  Alan Douglas 

Tuesday 28th  Luke 4:31-37  Marjorie Renton 

Wednesday 29th  Luke 4:38-44  Wilma Barrett 

Thursday 30th  Luke 5:1-11  Cathy Davidson 

Friday  1st  Luke 5:12-26  Janet Macdougall 

Saturday 2nd Luke 5:27-39  Elizabeth Parker 

 

 

 
 
in Peebles Old Parish,10am 
 

From early in their history, the church has developed forms of daily worship. At the 
Reformation, the people were encouraged to join in daily worship in their parish churches, 

and the 1564 book of Common Order made provision for daily services. 
 



Peebles and District Christian Aid Committee 
 

Welcome to Christian Aid Week 2009 
 

Each year thousands of people across 

Britain undertake a week of fundraising for 

Christian Aid. Last year over £13,000 was 
raised in Peebles and Tweeddale alone, 

testimony to the hard work and generosity 
of our community. The money raised will 

have had a very real effect on the lives of 
some of the world’s poorest and most needy people. 
 

This year, of course, the natural instinct of many of us is to look to our 
own financial security. But perhaps we will find that by focusing on 

those who may not even have clean water, basic health care or 
education we will gain a different perspective on our own worries.  
 

One of the great things about Christian Aid Week is that it’s about 
more than just digging into our pockets. It’s a chance to have a night 

out, buy plants, do a sponsored walk – the list is limited only by our 
imagination. So if you were inspired by some of the events organised 

for Red Nose Day but didn’t get round to doing anything, here is a 

second chance!  
 

Local Events 
 

• Christian Aid Week 2009 runs from 10 to 16 May – do mark 

it in your diary and look out for more information about 
fundraising events in Peebles. 

 

• Gardeners – when you are sowing spring seeds, please sow a 

few extra to grow and donate to the Christian Aid plant stall 

on the 16th May. 
 

• If you would like to help at any of the events that you know 

are happening, or to arrange something new, please contact 

Emma and Graeme Herd on 01721 724593 or at 

theherds@crossburn.wanadoo.co.uk 
 

• More information on Christian Aid projects and the chance to 

donate year-round can be found at www.christianaid.org.uk 
 

Working with partner organizations, Christian Aid aims to assist people and 

communities on the basis of need, 
regardless of race, religion or nationality 

 

● fighting HIV ● providing clean water ● campaigning to combat climate 
change ● teaching trades and skills ● providing emergency aid ● setting up rural 

radio ● building schools ● running health clinics● assisting farmers ● 



 
 

Easter holidays are here again and if we are not travelling abroad due 

to financial constraints we may be thinking of going for runs in the car.  

Unfortunately in the UK emissions from cars accounts for 
approximately 15% of carbon dioxide emissions, one of the main 

‘greenhouse gases’ but there are some steps we can take to reduce 
this pollution a little if the journey is necessary. 

• Drive at slower speeds- driving at 70mph uses 30% more fuel than 

driving at 40-55mph 
• Develop a good driving technique-where safe, accelerate gently and 

avoid sharp breaking. These methods can lead to a 25% reduction 
in fuel used. 

• Have your car serviced regularly -an incorrectly adjusted 
carburettor can waste up to 25% of fuel. Incorrect tyre pressure 

can increase fuel consumption too. 

• When choosing a car consider it’s environmental credentials 
including the miles per gallon/litre that it achieves. In the UK a car 

with a smaller engine is liable for lower car tax.  
Producing cars uses vast amounts of energy so buying a second hand 

car can also help the environment provided it still runs relatively 

cleanly and cheaply. 

 

 

 

Thanks to all of you who have contributed to 
this edition of the TOPCOP magazine. 

 
 

If you’ve an event happening within the church and would like 
people to know about it through this magazine? Let the editor 

know, so it would be a great help if articles or intimations for the April  
magazine be sent in by 20th April to David MacFarlane on 07711 

851611 or preferably e-mail: magazine@topcop.org.uk  
 
 

Articles or contributions for any of the sections in the magazine 
are welcomed. Humour, recipes (the topCook has had to have a wee 

break you’ll notice), poetry, travel, photos, Getting to know us. About 

300-400 words will fill a page but don’t restrict yourself to just one!  
 

 

 

 

 



 

Meet our new Administrator 
Alison Duncan 

 

As intimated under Kirk Session Matters in the March magazine and 

also by Calum in Church (to my total embarrassment sitting in the 

Choir pew), I am now “wearing another hat” having succeeded 
Marjory as Church Administrator, as well as keeping on the position 

of Roll Keeper. Firstly, I would like to express my thanks to Marjory 

for all her help and guidance, and for being at the end of the phone 

when required (along with my two other stalwarts, John and 

Alasdair). The Session House phone bill will no doubt have doubled 

since 16th February (apologies to the Finance Committee)! 
 

My duties, which are principally to lessen the Minister’s 

administrative workload, include preparing the weekly Orders of 
Service and Intimations from the various organisations, the adverts 

for the Peeblesshire News, being the initial point of contact for hall 

bookings, sending out confirmations, invoices and receipts, 

updating the monthly Calendar of Hall Use on the Notice Board and 

the desk diary in the MacFarlane Hall, the various rotas, and 

generally liaising with the Session Clerk and Elders, and helping 
with any secretarial work and photocopying required by them. As 

you will all be aware, there is already a dedicated team of 

volunteers who deal with the photocopying of the Magazine and the 

Orders of Service. 
 

Please bear with me while I settle in to my new role – I have 

already had a few hiccups! My Session House hours of work are 

Mondays and Thursdays from 10 am to 1 pm, but please feel free to 

contact me on my home number, mobile or e-mail outwith these 
hours. My contact details are shown below.  
 

Alison 
 

Session House: 723986 

Home number::721033 

Mobile: 07752 633287 

e-mail: admin@topcop.org.uk 
 

 

 

 



 

Now Here’s a Thought…  
Francis Dalrymple-Hamilton 
 

 

In the Book of proverbs we read that:  ‘Where there is no vision 

the people perish.’   I was always puzzled by the Book of 
Proverbs as a boy.   I remember on one occasion discussing 

proverbs like ‘Those who live in glass houses should not throw 

stones,’ and she informed me that there was such a book in the 

Bible.   I made for the Bible and after some difficulty found this 

book, but to my complete and utter disappointment it contained no 

such proverbs, but a whole of maxims that did seem to me at the 

time to mean anything.   However, I am glad to say that times have 
changed and it carries more meaning today than it did then. 
 

There is a story of a number of men who were hard at work in a 

building site.   Their activity was observed by one small boy and in 

the manner that small boys do he asked them what they were 

doing.   The first work man gave the answer that he was engaged in 

the task of laying the foundation.   The second man gave a lot of 

detail about how the cement for fastening the bricks together was 
being mixed.   The third man, 

however, was a lot more 

illuminating, because he said that he 

was building a church. 
 

Now this story has a point to it.   

When we take it and the quotation 

from the Book of Proverbs together 

they ask us if we have the vision to 
see what we are doing by the daily 

exercise of living the Christian life.   Let me explain.   When we 

attend church every Sunday what is it that we are doing?   Are we 

going there to meet our friends?   Are we going there to sing hymns 

and choruses?   Or is it the case that we are in the act of building 

the Church of today and tomorrow?   With the vision that the book 

of Proverbs speaks about we will realise that our activity is never 
humdrum, but is the act of doing something special for God.   Do 

you have this vision?      



 
 

 

 

 

 

    

PreferPreferPreferPrefer a a a a    
nice nice nice nice     
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Service for aService for aService for aService for a more relaxing & more relaxing & more relaxing & more relaxing &    
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last Sunday of the month at Eddlestonlast Sunday of the month at Eddlestonlast Sunday of the month at Eddlestonlast Sunday of the month at Eddleston    
 

Betty Peat and Elspeth 

Knowles go bananas 

at the recent Fairtrade 
Challenge 



 

Who we are 
This month it’s our chance to learn more about our former 

Joint Session Clerk 

Angus Russel   
 

What’s your day job?   Being retired is a full-time occupation 
 

Got a favourite food?     Lobster (on very special occasions!) followed a 

close second by smoked salmon 
 

Got any famous relatives?   Yes! Proud to be known locally as ‘the 
Organist’s faither’ 
 

What’s on the CD player in your car?   Tom Lerher, which says 
something about my age and sense of humour! 
 

Best career move?  Taking up a scholarship to study in New Zealand 
 

What’s your ambition for TOPCOP?  To lower the average age of the 
congregation 
 

How would you sell the idea of TOPCOP to your friends?  As a 
friendly and welcoming body of folk with a wide variety of interests and 
talents 
 

Ideal length of sermon? Ten to fifteen minutes max, depending on the 
preacher! 
 

What was the last book you read? ‘Three Letter Plague’ by Jonny 
Steinberg charting a young African man’s journey through the AIDS/HIV 
epidemic 
 

Do you have a favorite book/film? ‘A Scots Quair’ – which is really 
three books – by Lewis Grassic Gibbon 
 

What’s important to you?  Family 
 

What is your greatest weakness?   Procrastination 
 

What are your other interests? I enjoy fishing, as much for the setting, 

the wildlife and the peace, as for the catch 
 

Got a favourite hymn/anthem?   ‘Ye servants of God, your Master 
proclaim’ 
 

If you were to write a book, what would it be about?  Travel, 
faraway places and the many fascinating people, I now count as friends, 
I’ve met through my work 
 

Anything else we should know?  I like to think that my work has 
improved the welfare of many farm animals 

 



 

A wee blast from our past from the 

Kirk Chronicler 
 

Gutterbluids, Stooriefits and  

not a free seat in the house. 
 

According to old Church records dating back to 1780, seating in the 
‘New Parish Church of Peebles’ was dealt with by Roup and the charges 

varied. The Pew Layout seemed to be three sided, presumably with the 
Magistrates taking pride of place in the centre section.    In 1789, 

heading the list above the Lets, Mr Rupell purchased Pew no. 22 for the 

sum of £8 whereas the Gallery behind the Magistrates Loft was let to 
the Incorporation of Taylors at £1.6.8 and the Gallery behind the 

Hammermen was let to Mr Brown for £2.  Under the heading 
‘Communion Tables’, Deacon Chalmers paid £1.8.0.  Ordinary pews 

came in under a pound.  Thomas Smibert paid 8/6d for pew 24, but 
Mrs Hope paid 9/4d for pew 25.  In 1799, Thomas Smibert was still 

paying 8/6 but the Widow Hope was now having to pay 10/-.   
 

In that year ‘Let of the Galleries & Kirk Seats from the first Sunday of 
January 1799 to the first Sunday of January 1800 exclusive, under this 

declaration that the principal Tenant intending to subset must prefer a 

person as subtenant who resides within the Parish to a person residing 
without the Parish.’  But ‘the Let part of seat No 3 (behind the 

Hammermen’s Loft) to different people about the time of the 
sacrament gave 6/5d.’  Total amount for 1799 came to £15.15.3d. 
 

In 1810 Mr Smibert and Mrs Hope were still paying the same rates.  By 

1822 a note was added to the letting details as follows: ‘Owing to the 
painting of the church by some mistake the original numbers of the 

pews have been inverted but orders are given to the painter to alter 
the new numbers into the original numbers.’  Mr Smibert had moved to 

Pew 58 and paid 7/- for the year. 
 

New regulations to the conditions of let were introduced in 1822 and 
item 4 states: ‘That the rents be paid in advance at the time of Lett 

and any person refusing or neglecting to pay, shall forfeit all right to 
the seat or pew.’   
 

It all makes fascinating (and difficult) reading.  But perhaps we should 

be thankful that the system today allows us to have our seats for free.  
Next month we’ll look at the allocations in the ‘New Parish Church of 

Peebles’ in 1887.  Beware broad beams! 
 

 



Bell-tower Craik 
More tea Vicar? 

 

A woman was flying from Seattle to San Francisco. Unexpectedly, the 
plane was diverted to Sacramento along the way. The flight 
attendant explained that there would be a delay, and if the passengers 

wanted to get off the aircraft the plane would re-board in 50 minutes.   
 

Everybody got off the plane except one lady who was blind. The man had 
noticed her as he walked by and could tell the lady was blind because her 

seeing-eye dog lay quietly underneath the seats in front of her throughout 
the entire flight.   
 

He could also tell she had flown this very flight before because the pilot 

approached her, and calling her by name, said, 'Kathy, we are in 
Sacramento for almost an hour... Would you 
like to get off and stretch your legs?'  
   

The blind lady said, 'No thanks, but 
maybe Buddy would like to stretch his legs.'   
 

Picture this:   
All the people in the gate area came to a 
complete standstill when they looked up and 

saw the pilot walk off the plane with a seeing-
eye dog! The pilot was even wearing 
sunglasses. People scattered. They not only 

tried to change planes, but they were trying 
to change airlines!  
 

True story... remember...things aren't always 

as they appear 
 
Hear him, ye deaf 
 

A minister went to visit a member of his congregation, who was gravely ill.  
In addition, the man was profoundly deaf.  The minister sat for a while 
with the husband and wife, and finally said, “Shall we have a word of 

prayer?” 
“But Archie will never hear you,” objected the wife. 
To which the minister replied, “It’s no’ Archie I’m speaking to!” 
 

 

Come forth! 
 

Sometimes we miss the fundamental in our search for more academic 
explanations.  Only a child would have asked the obvious question,  
“Lazarus, what was it like being dead?” 



 

An undated card showing a view of The Old Town with a row of 

buildings beyond the entrance to St Andrew’s Church where there 

are now gardens. 
 

 
 

A view of The Cross Kirk again undated but taken before the trees 
grew around it! Both cards from the editor’s collection. 

 

 

 



 

Thanks 
from the 

magazine babes. 
 

 

Thank you. Since we included the costings for this magazine in this 

column we’ve had a great response.  
 

In 2006 we collected £1800 for the magazine and so we’re delighted to 
announce that for the twelve months ending in 2007 the donations 

rose to £4,131. We calculated that the magazine costs somewhere in 
the region of 35p per copy to produce and so we’re delighted that this 

increased giving represents 53p per copy…we must be doing something 

right… and we’re about to give you colour too! 
 

So it’s a big thank you to you our readers from the Magazine Babes. 
 

Message to our magazine distributors. Due to the rising cost of A4 

envelopes we’ve decided to replace them with plastic folders which 
should last a lot longer. The envelopes were looking a bit tatty so you’ll 

see your envelope replaced with a folder over the next couple of 
months. 

  

If you’d like to save a tree or two you can also access the magazine 
in full colour on the website www.topcop.org.uk/magazine 

 
 

 

Would you like your own copy each month? 

Well help is at hand… just fill in and post this form! 
 

 

To: 

Miss Marianne Ewart, 23 Cuddyside, Peebles EH45 8EN (721964) or 

Mrs Ruby Buchan, 14 Kingsland Square, Peebles EH45 8EZ (721048) 
 

Your name …………………………………………………………………… 
 

Your address…………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

I’m happy to enclose a donation of £….... towards the cost of the 

Magazine. 
Please make cheques payable to “The Old Parish Church of Peebles” 

 



 

CHURCH ORDERS (PEEBLES) 
 

READERS 

April 5 All Age Worship Psalm 18: 1-2, 19-29 
St Mark 1:1-11 

    

 12 Margaret Ireland Isaiah 25:6-9 
 St Mark 16:1-8 

    

 19 Anne Derrick Psalm 133 

 St John 20:19-31 
    

 26 Alan Douglas Psalm 4 
 St Luke 24:36b-48 

    

May 3 All Age Worship Acts 4:5-12 
St John 10:11-18 

    

 10 Isabelle Coghill Acts 8:26-40 

St John 15:1-8 
    

 17 Pauline Copeland Acts 10:44-48 
St John 15:9-17 

    

 24 Alastair Fleming Acts 1:15-17,21-26 
St John 17:6-19 

    

 31 Rachael Forsyth Acts 2:1-21 
St John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15 

    

DUTY ELDERS 

  North South 
April  Arthur Rae Angus Russel 
  Jim Edgar Alastair Cumming 

  Maureen Collier Sandy Murray 
May  Marjory Gregory Norman Kerr 
  Frances Carrol Graeme Coulthard 
    

SHORT ORDERS OF HOLY COMMUNION 
April 26 May 31 Arthur Rae 
  

Sacrament of Holy 
Communion   Drew Lowe 

     Elizabeth Parker 
     Alastair Robertson 

    

THE CLANGERS 

April 5 Margaret Ireland am 
Fiona Taylor pm 

 12 Wilma Smith 

 19 Alison Cruickshanks 
 26 Fiona Taylor 
   

 



 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES 
 

EDDLESTON 
 

   

April   
   

Sunday 5th 11.45am 

 

Morning Worship 

Palm Sunday 
   

Sunday 12th 8am 

 
11.45am 

Easter Day  

Open Air Service in The Meldons 
Easter Day Morning Worship 

   

Sunday 19th 11.45am 
 

Morning Worship  
Second Sunday of Easter 

   

Sunday 26th 6pm 
 

All Age Evening Worship –  
Third Sunday of Easter 

   

May   
   

Sunday 3rd 11.45am 

 

Morning Worship –  

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 
 

 

CONGREGATIONAL REGISTERS 
 

 

PEEBLES 

BAPTISMS 

8th March Calon Noah Thomas, son of Corinne and Stewart    

Dobbie, 4 Caroline Place, Edinburgh 

 

22nd March Isabella de Lisle, daughter of Kirsty and Jim Godsal,  

  Weston-super-Mare     
DEATH  

9th March Mrs Annie Ferguson, Whim Hall, Lamancha 
 
 

 

OFFERINGS 
 

 
 
 

EDDLESTON   

Total Offerings for March 2009  £518.56 
Total Offerings for March 2008  £627.97 
Total Offerings for 3 months 2009  £2,153.02 

Total Offerings for 3 months 2008  £1,782.57 

Surplus/(Deficit)   £370.45 



 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES 
 

PEEBLES 
 

 

April   

Sunday 
5th 

9.30am 
10am 

6pm 

United Service at the Cross Kirk 
Morning Worship  for Palm Sunday 

Monthly Evening Service  
   

Monday 

6th 

10am 

 

Morning Worship led by The Minister 

   

Tuesday 

7th 

10am 

 

Morning Worship led by The Rev Fr George 

Smith 
   

Wed 8th 10am 

 

Morning Worship led by The Rev Jim Wallace 

   

Thursday 

9th 

10.30am 

7.30pm 

Morning Worship in St Peter’s Church 

Maundy Thursday Service in St Peter’s 
Church 

   

Friday 

10th 

10am 

7.30pm 

Morning Worship led by The Rev Tony Maude 

Good Friday Evening Service in The Old 

Parish Church 
   

Sunday 

12th 

9am 

10am 

Easter Day Informal Service in the Church 

Garden 
Easter Day Morning Worship  

   

Sunday 
19th 

10am 
 

Morning Worship Second Sunday of Easter 
 

   

Sunday 
26th 

10am 
 

Morning Worship with Short Order of Holy 
Communion. Third Sunday of Easter. 

   

May   
Sunday 

3rd 

10am 

 

6pm 

All-age Morning Worship. Fourth Sunday of 

Easter 

Monthly Evening Service 
   

Daily Worship at Peebles Monday to Saturday at 10am. 
 

 

Please have a look at our website 

topcop.org.uk 
There’s useful information and things to see there. 

 



 

FLOWER CALENDAR 
Convenor:  
Mrs Maureen Collier (724633) 
 

3 Donor Wedding Flowers 

The Wedding Party and 
Mr & Mrs W Nicoll, Cardrona. 

 Arranger Elizabeth Douglas 

10 Donors Mrs A Ramsay, Frankscroft. 
 Arranger Margaret Percy-Robb 

17 Donor Mrs E Matthews, Bonnington Road. 

 Arranger Anne Ross 
24 Donors Margaret Percy-Robb, 

Mrs White, Buchan Gardens, 

Elizabeth Parker, Mailingsland. 
 Arranger Margaret Ireland 

31 Donors The Afleck Family, Bourne, Lincs 

Mrs Fergusson, Halyrude Court. 

M
a
y
 

 Arranger Liz Trueman 

 

 
 

                     

5 Donors Mrs I Arthur, Provost Melrose Drive. 
Mrs B Charteris, March Street Lane. 

 Arranger Eileen Williamson 

 Distributor Mrs Nancy Wight 
12 Donor Easter Sunday 
19 Donor Wedding Flowers 

26 Donors Miss S. Murray, Cross Street. 
Mrs A Cruickshanks, Dukehaugh. A

p
r
il
 

 Arranger Diana Brown 

                     



Who’s Who at Peebles & Eddleston 
 

Minister:  
The Reverend Calum Macdougall 

The Manse, Innerleithen Road, 
Peebles.  

01721 720568  
calum@topcop.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Session Clerk:  
Sheena Edgar 
5 Jubilee Park 
PEEBLES  
Tel: 01721 723327. 
sheena@topcop.org.uk 

 

Treasurer:  
Alan Douglas 

3 Edderston Ridge, 
Peebles.  

01721 723038 

  

 

Organist & Choirmaster: 
Andrew Russel 
Glensax, Bonnington Road, 
Peebles.  
01721 721127 
music@topcop.org.uk 

 

Church Administrator: 
Alison Duncan 

admin@topcop.org.uk 
01721 721033 

  

 

Beadle:  
Edward Knowles 
56 Elliots Park, Peebles. 
01721 722860 

 

Hall-keeper:  
Tess Goodwin 

16 Elcho Street, Peebles.  
01721 720674 

  

 

Eddleston Session Clerk: 
Margaret Love 
11 Old Manse Road, 
Eddleston. 
01721 730263 

 

Eddleston Treasurer: 
Archie Smellie 

Hattonknowe, Eddleston.  
01721 730282 

 

 

Eddleston Organist: 
Lorraine Mulholland 
Millbank, Eddleston.  
01721 730332 

 

 

Eco-congregation & 
Fairtrade  

Co-ordinator: 
Diana Brown 

Springhill Road, Peebles. 
01721 720817  

 
 

 

 

 

Registered charities (Peebles) SCO13316 (Eddleston) SCO10081 
 



 

The best things are nearest: breath in your 

nostrils, light in your eyes, flowers at your feet, 

duties at your hand, the path of God just before 

you.  Then do not grasp at the stars, but do life’s 

plain, common work as it comes, certain that 

daily duties and daily bread are the sweetest 

things of life. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Robert Louis Stevenson 


