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Last month’s image of the old railway station in Peebles brought out these 

two images courtesy of the F.A. Dalrymple-Hamilton Collection. The top one 

shows the marshalling area where the entrance to The Bridges is today. The 

lower one shows the old crossing and cottage at Darnhall just north of 

Eddleston. We’d be interested in any other images of Peebles and the 

surrounding area for use in the Magazine. Please let the editor know. 
 

 



 

Pastoral letter 
April 2008 

 

With this year’s particularly early Easter behind us, the 
focus of worship Sunday by Sunday now turns first to 

the early post-Resurrection appearances of Jesus to the 
disciples and then to the disciples themselves as they 
prepare for the awesome task of ministry that lies 

ahead of them.  
 

The Gospel accounts of those very early days after 
Christ’s rising can be so familiar to many of us that any 

sense of wonder that we may have had when we first 
read them, or heard them read, may have become so 
distilled by now as to have almost lost its impact.  What 

a shame it is if that is the case.  Our capacity to wonder 
and to marvel at those narratives and still to be filled 

with awe as we contemplate how that collection of 
distraught, grieving and confused men and women were 
able to be used by God to build the Church is surely the 

key to our own commitment to the building up of the 
Church in our own day.  

 

 

There is no discipleship quality that needs to 

be more in evidence in the living and thinking 

of the Church of 2008 than that of vision. 
 

 

Easter is the ultimate manifestation of God’s art of the 
possible.  Easter stands to remind us that nothing is 

impossible to God and Easter people, whether of the 
first century or of the twenty-first century, are, by 
definition, people who believe in the art of the possible.  

Easter people are people who think big. They are people 
of vision. 
 

There is no discipleship quality that needs to be more in 
evidence in the living and thinking of the Church of 

2008 than that of vision.  We need to think big.  If God  
 



is in the work there are no limits and it is tragic that 

lack of faith so often limits our thinking.  Too readily we 
succumb to the temptation of limiting our vision to what 

we feel is possible instead of planning in terms of what 
God desires of us. 
 

For the Christian community, vision must always take 
priority over strategy:  Rather than reflecting on the 

options that we consider viable, and choosing one of 
them, we ought to dream first of where we need to go 
and then work out how to get there. 
 

In this post-Easter season let’s draw inspiration from 

those earliest days in the New Testament and let’s 
determine together to think big, to share our visions 

and to commit to the task of making what we dream in 
Christ’s name come to fruition. 
 

With love, 

Calum Macdougall.           
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

    

Prefer a Prefer a Prefer a Prefer a 
nice  nice  nice  nice  
long lie long lie long lie long lie 
on a on a on a on a 
Sunday?Sunday?Sunday?Sunday?    

    

Why not try our monthly Evening Why not try our monthly Evening Why not try our monthly Evening Why not try our monthly Evening 
Service for a more relaxing & Service for a more relaxing & Service for a more relaxing & Service for a more relaxing & 
contemplative type of worship.contemplative type of worship.contemplative type of worship.contemplative type of worship.    

    

6pm, the first Sunday of each month6pm, the first Sunday of each month6pm, the first Sunday of each month6pm, the first Sunday of each month    
 



 

News from the 

organisations 

 

Book of Remembrance 
 

The updated Book of remembrance is 

now back in place in the glass topped 
table in the North Aisle.  Many thanks to 

those who made contributions for their 
entries.  The lettering is not free so 

donations are much appreciated.  If 
anyone wishes to see a page when the 
Book is not open there, please ask 

Sheena Edgar or Eddie Knowles after 
morning service. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Tree of Life. Why not mark significant events in your life by 

planting a tree. It will absorb CO2 and other forms of pollution, 
provide a home to hundreds of creatures, help create and retain 
soil and perform many other valuable ecological functions. It will 

also be a thing of beauty and a lasting reminder of your time on 
earth. If you don’t have your own land on which to plant it there 

are a number of organisations who will plant one on your behalf or 
as a present for the person who has everything. In the Good Gifts 
Catalogue (available in the church hall) you can pick from half an 

acre of rainforest for £25.00 , 10 metres of hedgerow or a cluster 
of native species such as Ash Beech or Scots Pine for £30.00 or 

saving a bluebell wood for £50.00.    
 



 

Guild of Friendship 
Coffee Morning 

 

Saturday 3rd May 10-noon 
MacFarlane Hall 

 

Entrance £1 including Home Baking! 
 

 

 

Do you have any spare knitting wool?  
 

Do you have any spare knitting wool? If you would 

like rid of it Janette Cameron will gladly take it to be 
recycled by a church member into blankets for the 

homeless both here and overseas. Janette can be 
contacted most Sundays at coffee after church or by 
telephoning 722528. 

 

T
O
A
S
T
  

A final session of TOAST will take place before the 

summer.  
 

The Youth Group will take over the Eastgate 

Centre on Friday,25 April '08 at 7p.m. 
It will take the form of a DJ evening, incorporating an 

X-factor event. We hope parents will encourage their 

daughters/sons of High school age to come along. The 

evening is well supervised by adults. 

 

The Flower Committee says thank you 
 

A big “thank you” to all who contributed in any way to make our 

Coffee Morning a great success. With late donations from people 
who couldn’t come on the day the total raised has increased to 

£718 which goes to the Disabled Access Fund. 
 



 

 
 
 

 
That one of us is 

about to jump out 
of an aircraft for the 

Disabled Access 
Project. 
Watch this space! 

 
 

 

 

Please recycle this magazine…or pass it on. 
Why keep it to yourself! 

 

IT’S HAPPENINGIT’S HAPPENINGIT’S HAPPENINGIT’S HAPPENING    
Janet is having a Janet is having a Janet is having a Janet is having a 

sale…sale…sale…sale…    
…for a week!…for a week!…for a week!…for a week!    

 
 
 
 

In aid of Disabled AccessIn aid of Disabled AccessIn aid of Disabled AccessIn aid of Disabled Access    

30th June 30th June 30th June 30th June –––– 5th July 5th July 5th July 5th July    
 
Stalls will include: books, clothes, Stalls will include: books, clothes, Stalls will include: books, clothes, Stalls will include: books, clothes, 
bricbricbricbric----aaaa----brac, unwanted presents, brac, unwanted presents, brac, unwanted presents, brac, unwanted presents, 
small items of furnituresmall items of furnituresmall items of furnituresmall items of furniture    
Tea & Coffee in the wee hall Tea & Coffee in the wee hall Tea & Coffee in the wee hall Tea & Coffee in the wee hall 
with fresh daily baking.with fresh daily baking.with fresh daily baking.with fresh daily baking.    

Rumour has it……. 



 

 

EDDLESTON GUILD 
 

The final meeting of the present session of the 
Guild will be held on Wednesday 16th April at 
7.30p.m. in the Village Hall. The speaker will give a 

talk and slide show about the work of " Scottish Love 
in Action" - the project in Tuni, India, being 

supported by our Guild this year. 
  
The Guild's annual Coffee Morning will take place 

on Wednesday 7th May from 10.00a.m. till 12 at the 
home of Mrs. Eileen McConnell, 7 Old Manse Road, 

and all friends are warmly invited to come along for 
coffee and a chat.  
 

 

 

 

Praise & Worship Service at  
St Andrew's Leckie,  

to which all are welcome. 
  

The services are designed to have a contemporary feel, with a 
mixture of well known hymns and some newer praise songs.  
The services start at 6pm on the 2nd Sunday of each month, 
with tea & coffee served beforehand at 5-30 in the church.  We're 
currently taking as our theme the book of Acts and the growth 
of the early church.  The service is led by members of 
different Peebles congregations - we warmly invite you to 
join us for these services, which we are sure you will find 
enjoyable and stimulating. The next service is April 13th.                                                                                                  
Barry Hughes 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Please have a look at our website 

topcop.org.uk 
There’s useful information and things to see there. 

 



CHATTABOX HOLIDAY CLUB 2008 
 

11th – 15th August 2008 
 

“I’m in Trouble – GET ME OUT OF HERE” 
 

Hello everyone, Dave and June Laurenson here (the Chattabox Holiday 

Club Team Leaders). 
 

August may seem a long way off at the moment, but we, along with our 

Assistant Team Leaders, are planning for this year’s programme (entitled 

above).  The programme will be based on Biblical characters who have 

found themselves in big trouble, and have “got out of there” with God’s 

help.  
 

The church hall will be decorated as a jungle (as the title is similar to that 

of the reality show). 
 

Chattabox is an SU run event which draws together all the churches in 

Peebles, and is open to all children who have finished P3 – P7. Associated 

with Chattabox is X-Mark, an event for High School pupils which runs 

three evenings during the same week. 
 

Chattabox is very popular with the children in the town with a “sell out” 

every year. We aim to give the children a fun week, while, at the same 

time, introducing them to Jesus and the Bible. 
 

Would you like to help with Chattabox in any way, big or small? 
 

We are looking for volunteers from within the local churches in the 

following areas: 
 

• URGENTLY need any budding scriptwriters, who would be willing 

to work on their own, or as part of a team, to produce a comedy 

drama script for use every day at the holiday club. 
 

• Group Leaders (Over 18): to be in charge of a group of 8 – 10 

children either part-time or all week. Disclosure must be carried 

out, so please indicate if you would like to do this asap. There is 

NO age limit on being a Group Leader. 
 

• Anybody who would write some lyrics / song modification for our 

theme songs this year. 
 

• Artists who could help us decorate the hall as a jungle. 
 

• Volunteers to produce worksheets based on each day’s Bible story. 
 

• Helpers to co-ordinate crafts. We are also hoping to incorporate a 

bit of woodwork into this year’s programme, so would appreciate 

any help from carpenters/DIYers out there. 
 

• Volunteers to help with games: e.g. football, rounders, cricket, tag 

rugby. 
 



Saturday 8th November 
 

Forties’ NightForties’ NightForties’ NightForties’ Night    
In the MacFarlane Hall 
in aid of disabled access 

• Accommodation for team members who are from outwith the 

Peebles area (on a B & B basis only). 
 

• Prayer support – by becoming a prayer link for the church. 
 

 

If you are able to help, are interested or require more information, please 

contact June Laurenson (0781 139 0666) as soon as possible. 
 

 

 

A Date for Your Diary 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Are we gonna go to 
the Forties’ Night or 
what…?! 

Children’s Prayers 
 

Dear God, Thank you for the baby 

brother but what I prayed for was 

a puppy. Joyce 
 

Dear God, I bet it is very hard for 

you to love all of everybody in the 

whole world. There are only four 

people in our family and I can 

never do it. Nan. 
 

Dear God, maybe Cain and Abel 

would not kill each other so much if 

they had their own rooms. It works 
with my brother. Larry 



 

How much do you value your church 

….in 2008 
 

At regular intervals throughout 2007 articles in the Magazine posed 
the question “How much do you value your church?” The reason for 

that question was the realisation that ever increasing costs and a 
falling income posed serious problems for the finances of the 
congregation, which would only be met by drawing on reserves which 

have already been significantly reduced in recent times. 
 

As a result of that campaign, income from givings in the year to 31st 
December 2007 saw a significant increase over the previous year of 
just over £14,000, most coming from the Gift Day donations which 

raised about £12500 including Tax recovered on Gift Aid donations, 
but also from increased regular giving. This is most encouraging and 
thanks are due to everyone who made a contribution to this very 

good effort. 
 

Sadly, this was still not sufficient to cover all our costs and although 
the shortfall on the General Account was much less than in 2006 
there was still a gap of £4187 between income and expenditure to 

which must be added £5558 of expenditure from the Fabric Fund, 
making a total of £9745 which has had to be funded from reserves. 
 

In 2008 it is estimated that our costs will remain roughly the same as 
2007 and it will be evident therefore, that if we are to meet those 
costs in full it will be necessary to ask once more for increased giving 

from all members and in addition it will certainly be necessary to have 
other major fund raising activities. Last year the Gift Day proved very 
successful and this might be repeated or some other equivalent effort 

take its place. This is 
something to which the Kirk 
Session will be giving urgent 

thought and it is anticipated 
that there will be a similar 
campaign in the Magazine 

through regular articles as 
there was last year.  
 

There is also good news. Due 
to some generous donations 

and many fund raising 
events, our efforts to provide 



funds for a new Audio/Visual System and Access for Disabled have 

made great progress. The Audio/Visual Fund stands at £20,716 and 
the Access for Disabled Fund at £43867. There is still a long way to go 
particularly in the case of the Access for Disabled, but the present 

position is encouraging.  
 

Finally, the way in which the Congregational Accounts are prepared 
has seen a radical change this year. Due to new rules which have 
been introduced by the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator 

(OSCR) the accounts have had to be prepared in a special format very 
different from what we have been used to in the past. The new format 
runs to 16 pages as against the previous 4 or 5 which sufficed for our 

purposes. The accounts now have to be approved by a meeting of the 
Kirk Session rather than by the Annual Congregational Meeting as 
they were before. The Finance Convenor did however, give a report to 

the Annual Congregational Meeting on 30th March summarising the 
financial results for 2007 and copies of that summary are available for 
any member who wants one. The full accounts should be approved by 

the Kirk Session at its April meeting and thereafter anyone who would 
like a copy of the full (OSCR) accounts can have one on request. 
 

TOPCOoks 
Just a quick one this month… 

 courtesy of Ruby Buchan 

 

Ruby’s Slaw 
 

Serves 4 
 

225gr/8oz Carrots 

225gr/8oz Cooked beetroot, peeled and 

grated 

1 tablespoon chives or spring onions 

4 to 6 tablespoons French dressing or 

mayonnaise 

Salt & Pepper 

Mustard & Cress to garnish 
 

Fold together the carrots, beetroot, chives or 

spring onions, dressing or mayonnaise, Salt 

and pepper. 

Arrange in a platter and garnish with mustard & cress 

Serve with any cold meat if liked and a green salad. 



Welcome to Christian Aid Week 2008 
 

Each year the people of 
Peebles and Tweeddale join 

with thousands of people 
across Britain and pledge to 
make a difference.  With 

your generosity we raise 
money for the world's poor 
and oppressed. So please 

give what you can.  
 

But money alone, crucial 
though it is, is not going to 
defeat injustice and poverty. 

For that we need create a 
movement of change so the voices of the powerless are no longer 
ignored by the powerful.  
 

That's why we want more than your money: we want your time, 
energy and passion so you and people around you have a stake in 

fighting for a fairer world now.  
 

So pledge to do something for Christian Aid Week. It doesn't matter 
how big or small the pledge is. Whatever you do, do something. It all 
adds up. 
 

Local Events 
 

• You are warmly invited to the Christian Aid meeting on 
Tuesday 22 April 2008 at 7.30pm in the Leckie Memorial 

Church Hall.  The evening will begin with a short AGM presenting 
the accounts for the last year, followed by a presentation on the 
work of Christian Aid and information about this year’s events. 

 

• Christian Aid week 2008 runs from 11-17 May – mark it in your 

diary now and look out for more information about fundraising 
events in Peebles. 

 

• Gardeners – when you are sowing spring seeds, sow a few extra 
to grow and donate to the Christian Aid plant stall on the 17th 
May. 

 

• More information on Christian Aid projects and the chance to 

donate year-round can be found at www.christianaid.org.uk 
 

Graeme & Emma Herd 
Joint Secretary of the Peebles & District Christian Aid Committee 

 
 



 

Website – A Challenge 
Willie Nicoll 

 

Firstly, some interesting facts about our web presence: 
• Our site gets between 500 and 700 hits per month. 
• Calum’s Corner has been visited 1300 times since it was set up 

just over a year ago…must be his fan club! 
• This magazine is read around 55 times a month online…that’s 

10% more readers to add to the print circulation. 

• The calendar was looked at 64 times in February alone…people 
seeking information about what we do. 

 

Yet even with all this inbound activity there is the danger that if our 
website is not kept up to date, it will give the impression to those 

visitors that it is a fine building with not a lot happening inside it. 
There is then the likelihood that they will stop looking. 
 

If you feel that doesn’t really matter or concern you, then you can 
turn to another article. However, if you feel that this is important then 
please read on.  
 

The Problem 
 

In spite of exhortations in the Magazine every month and in the order 
of service every week, people doing things in the church don’t always 
seem to think it necessary to put something about their event on the 

website. Perhaps they just expect me to find out what they are doing. 
Maybe of course they just forget. 
 

I believe, therefore, that this way of doing things cannot continue, so 
here is the challenge. 
 

The Challenge 
 

Do you as a member of TOPCOP want to see the public face of the 

church as seen through the website as just that nice building at the 
end of the High Street or do you want it to be seen as a vibrant active 
entity both spiritually and socially?  If it is the latter, then I am 

challenging you to assist with the updating of the website. 
 

This challenge is being made to everyone. I have already issued it to 
those in TOPCOP with whom I have e-mail contact and the response 
has been pretty good so far but there will be others out there who 

could get involved. 



How will we do it? 
 

The biggest obstacle to getting people 

involved with the website is that they think it 
requires specialist knowledge and a 
programme on their computer.  
 

Well, that may have been true up until now, 
but I can now make it possible for ANYONE to 

contribute to the website without having 
specialist knowledge. If you have an internet 
connection and can use a word processing 

programme, that is all that is necessary.  
 

What is more, it can be done at home, the public library or, dare I say 
it, even at work JUST USING YOUR BROWSER.  
 

Is the website now different? 
 

It certainly is. Anyone who has looked at the website in the last few 

weeks will see that there is now a panel on the Home page publicising 
what is happening in the current week. There is a Church Services 
Page which lists what services are on in the current month. These 

were all edited from a browser. There are now “Virtual Notice Boards” 
where people wanting anything advertised can add their own content.  
 

Every part of the website that involves a church activity is or will be 
editable in the same way. So what goes on to these pages will be 
under the control of the people involved in these activities.  

What now? 
 

I am moving the responsibility of keeping the website up to date to 
you, the members of TOPCOP. This is your 
opportunity to contribute. 
 

I shall continue for the time being to do the 
“technical” stuff, although if there is anyone 

out there who wants to help with that, I shall 
be delighted to hear from them.  
 

If you want to be an editor or make a 
contribution get in touch with Marjory at 

admin@topcop.org.uk; I am sure she would 
be delighted to get you started and provide 
you with the information you will need. 
 

If we, the members of TOPCOP, want to 

use the website to reach out beyond the 
walls of the church using what is certainly a tool of the 21st 
century, this is your chance to do so. 

I am 
challenging 

you to take 

over the 

updating of 
the website 



 

Eyes Wide Open 
Malcolm Jefferson 
 

 

During this first year of study for Church of Scotland ministry, I 

have commonly experienced confusion rather than clarity, 
questions rather than answers. It has been challenging studying 

the history of Christianity with all its past failings. It has been 
unsettling engaging with scepticism of others. It has been 
stretching grappling with theological questions which are not 

abstract but call into question my central convictions about who 
God is. 
 

I think that it is important to face difficult questions and areas of 

doubt. But I received recently a timely piece of advice that has 
helped to keep me from being overwhelmed. In times of 
discouragement, I was urged not to focus upon what God seems 

not to be doing but rather to focus on what you know that God is 
doing in your life. If you can’t think of anything that God is doing 

at the moment I was told, recall the last thing that you know that 
God has done in the past. If you can’t think of anything that God 
has done in the past, pick up the phone and ask someone what 

God is doing in their own life. 
 

Because we need to know that God is good. Because Jesus is living 
and active among us now. Because the way, the truth and the life 

is not found in a neat formula but in the person of Jesus Christ. 
 
He is good. 

 
“Let us fix our eyes on Jesus the author and perfecter of our 

faith...” (Hebrews 12:2) 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Please have a look at our website 

topcop.org.uk 
There’s useful information and things to see there. 

 



 

The fourth in a series about our committees 

Worship Committee 
Who they are and what they do 
 
 

The Committee meets to discuss with our Minister, the two Joint 

Session Clerks and the Organist, all aspects of Worship in the 
Church. 
 

As worship in all its forms is at the very heart of the Christian 

Faith, we try to bring some fresh idea to the Kirk Session. 
 

The ‘Bring a Friend’ service, which has proved so popular and the 

Songs of Praise Sunday are recent innovations.   
 

We have been 
involved in 

discussing the 
results of the 
recent 

Congregational 
Survey.  

Unfortunately 
the response to 
this has been 

disappointing, 
but we looked 

closely at the 
various 
criticisms and 

took them on 
board! 
 

We have been invited by the Kirk Session to liaise with the newly 

formed Music Group.  Some interesting and musically challenging 
ideas are coming from this group and we hope, as a Committee, to 
be involved with progressing them and reporting to the Kirk 

Session. 
 

Frances Carrol. (Convenor) 
 

 
 
 

From top left: Calum Macdougall, John Fairless, Geoff 
Goldstraw John Duncan, Sheena Edgar, Frances Carol, 
Margaret Percy-Robb 
Missing: Mary Clark, Angus Russel and Andrew Russel. 



 

 
From our Roving Correspondent 
 

 

Now you have probably thought that ORC has vanished up the Amazon or 

is lost at the North Pole whilst researching for this publication. Not a bit of 

it – indeed, a bumper year lies ahead for readers of this column! 

It doesn’t seem like two years since ORC set off to Prague in the 

company of a fellow Pillar of the Kirk, our Episcopalian Friend and, as 

guide and mentor, a former member of the congregation, now exiled to 

one of the more fashionable suburbs of Melrose. Yes, the Famous Four 

are off on their travels again. 

This time Vienna was our destination, 

having become quite blase about creeping 

around Peebles at 4am, and even about 

sitting in executive lounges and running 

to catch our connecting flight in Frankfurt 

(if you haven’t been there, be warned: it 

is a very big  airport !) 
 

Anyway, we got there and had no sooner 

deposited our luggage than we were out 

on the town, to the slight consternation of 

the Exiled One, who, as the unanimously appointed tour guide and 

general keeper-out-of-mischief of the other three, had barely had time to 

get out her map and compass. Our first stop among the many 

magnificent buildings was St Stephen’s Cathedral, the focal point of 

Viennese life and history and which dates from the 12th century. This was 

closely followed by a visit to one of Vienna’s many coffee shops. Of 

course, you don’t just get coffee in a coffee shop in Vienna – you get 

cake as well! Whether you choose a gooey chocolate confection or apple 

strudel, they are all delicious, and we liked to think we had walked off the 

calories before we got back to our 

hotel. 
 

The following day we took a city bus 

tour. This included a stop at the 

stunning Schonbrunn Palace. We 

were given a guided tour of 22 of the 

rooms (out of a possible 1,441) and 

had a short time to explore the 

extensive and impressive park with 

its many statues. 

 

 
 

 



In the afternoon, we took a guided tour of the world famous Spanish 

Riding School. Not only did we see inside the arena, but we were taken 

right inside the stables and among the stalls, each one occupied by a 

magnificent white Lipizzaner stallion. Each horse has been trained all its 

life by one rider. The riders are recruited at age 15 and it takes around 8 

years before horse and rider are fully trained and able to take part in the 

world-famous performances. 
 

Our route home took us on a pleasant walk amongst the designer shops 

of Vienna. Deep in conversation about church matters (ie what they 

would wear to the ‘40s Night), the Pillar of the Kirk and ORC 

inadvertently got separated. They were relieved to spot Our Episcopalian 

Friend drooling over the designer shoe shops, but of the Exiled One (ie 

theOnly One who knew the way back) there was no sign. Those who 

eschew modern technology would do well to remember that, were it not 

for the mobile phone, our congregation might have been two less on 

Easter Sunday as we wandered the streets of Vienna – though, just think 

of those cakes ….! 
 

The following day was Palm 

Sunday. The custom in Austria 

seems to be that everyone buys 

catkins and takes them to church, 

usually in a bunch mixed with a 

few spring flowers and tied with a 

colourful ribbon. We were very 

fortunate in being able to secure 

tickets for the 9.15 Mass in the 

Burgkapelle – the singers being 

the Vienna Boys Choir! As was to 

be expected, the music was superb. The boys sing from a hidden gallery 

during the service, but at the end of the service, they came out in front of 

the alter,dressed in their sailor suits,(no, Andrew !!) and sung for us. 

Nothing daunted, we then headed for a service in the adjacent 

Augustinerkirche. We were promised a Mozart Mass and other music by 

Haydn and Bach. Just the thing, we thought. Inside the church, despite 

the freezing cold, it was standing room only for the Palm Sunday service. 

People seemed to get up and leave and then come back again as they felt 

like it and when it dawned on us that we were actually listening to a very 

long sermon in German, we decided that we were well enough ‘kirked’ for 

the day and sought refuge in the warmth of a nearby coffee shop. We 

trust we are forgiven!  
 

Our afternoon was taken up with a tour of the Hofburg. This former 

palace is a huge complex of buildings, nowadays housing a large museum 

and government offices. Much of the museum is devoted to the 

fascinating story of the Empress Elizabeth, the wife of Franz Joseph. She 

was a fitness fanatic, and her gymnastic equipment and bathroom are on 



show. Her hair was ankle length, and it took a whole day to wash and dry 

it.  
 

The Exiled One’s nerves were stretched taut once again, for we had 

agreed to go our own way in the museum (dangerous stuff) and meet up 

at the end in the gift shop, which was clearly visible on the other side of 

the barrier at the entrance. Our Episcopalian Friend managed somehow 

to get behind, engrossed in the story of the Empress. What none of us 

had bargained for was that you came out at a completely different place 

from where you went in, and that there was a different gift shop at the 

exit. Oh dear! ORC set out to search for our Friend, running the very real 

risk of getting totally lost as well, and, after several mobile conversations, 

we were all reunited in truly Livingstonian style. 
 

For our evening meal, we sampled 

Wiener schnitzel. Be warned: you 

can easily share one between two 

and still have enough left for the 

doggy bag, which our restaurant 

happily provided for those who 

wished. 
 

We had previously booked a tour up 

the Danube valley to the town of 

Krebs and the monastery at Melk. 

Nowadays this huge and impressive baroque building houses a secondary 

school as well as a large museum and church. The views from the 

ramparts are stunning and the architecture so very different from what 

we are used to here in Scotland. 
 

Our final day saw us taking a further look at the main shopping street of 

Vienna, every few yards of which has, inlaid in the pavement, a star with 

the name of a composer or conductor who has stayed in Vienna. This 

street comes to life on a Saturday night with talented young street 

musicians providing music of a very high quality. After lunch, we had 

time to take the guided tour of the famous Vienna Opera House. We were 

in awe at the huge size of the stage and also at the short time it takes to 

put up the scenery for an opera. 
 

We were all amazed at how quickly the time had passed and how much 

we had seen and done. Needless to say, in a city the size of Vienna there 

is much more that we just didn’t have time to do, but that certainly is 

enough to ensure another visit in the future. All that remains to be said is 

‘Goodnight, Vienna’ ! 
 

 

Thursday 24th April 2008 

7 for 7.30pm 

The Famous Four travelled from Edinburgh via Frankfurt by Lufthansa/Air Austria. (NB 
Air Austria give you a better tea). They stayed at the K+K Palais Hotel – highly 
recommended and, despite some hilarity emanating from one of the rooms following an 
evening of parlour games, they will be allowed back again. They are indebted to 
Elizabeth Fairless for her insider’s knowledge and advice –and for timing her own holiday 
so she could join them for lunch on the Sunday! 



 

Come and have a delicious 3 course Dinner followed by 
an inspirational talk entitled “From the bottom up” by 

Derek and Dorothy Butler, Business Entrepreneurs 
from Sunderland. They know what it is like to believe 

in God when everything seems to be going wrong, 

having gone through bankruptcy, and losing home and 
cars in the 1990s recession. Come and hear how God 

has more than restored what they have lost. 
The aims and objectives of “Fit for Purpose” are to 

promote the relevance and broadening of the Christian 
faith to business communities and other professionals 

in the Scottish Borders, through the organisation and 
presentation of inspirational talks/dinners. 
 

I have been asked to be the contact person for this 

event for “The Old Parish” and ask for your support if 
possible for this new venture. Tickets for this event, to 

be held at the MacDonald Cardrona Hotel, are priced at 
£20 each, and can be purchased from myself at Coffee 

after Church or call 722860. 

 
Elspeth Knowles                        sponsored by 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Please recycle this magazine…or pass it 

on. Why keep it to yourself! 



 

Who we are  

Getting to know some of the people involved 

in our church. Here’s two of our 

TOPChoristers and Sunday School:  

Eilidh Copeland  

& Rachel MacFarlane 
 

What’s your day job? E:I’m at school in Primary 5; R:I’m at school in 

Primary 4  
 

Got a favourite food? E:Courgettes; R:Macaroni Cheese. 
 

Got any famous relatives? E: My dad is PC Copeland and was The 

Cornet in 2006 and my mum was Cornets’ Lass. R:Well my brother Angus 

is famous for being annoying and my granddad used to be the minister. 
 

What’s on the CD player in your car? Don’t be silly uncle Davey…we 

only have bikes! 
 

Best career move? E:I sell things outside my house with Rachel. R:I sell 

things outside my house with Ailidh 
 

What’s your ambition for TOPCOP? E; For the disabled access to finish. 

R:I want more kids to come to Sunday School. 
 

How would you sell the idea of TOPCOP to your friends? 

E: You get a very warm welcome. R:It’s a friendly place to come to. 
 

Ideal length of sermon? E:5 minutes please. R:5 for me too. 

What was the last book you read? E:Matilda. R:Judy Moody saves the 

World. 
 

Do you have a favorite book/film? E:Judy Moody around the world in 8 

½ Days is the book and Aqua Marine is the film. R:Favourite book is My 

Secret Unicorn and my favourite film is Night in the Museum 
 

What’s important to you? E:Family, friends, my dogs and the guinea 

pig. R:My cat Betsy 
 

What is your greatest strength/weakness? E:I’m friendly and funny. 

R:I’m friendly and funny too. 
 

What are your other interests? E:Swimming and Horseriding 

R:Swimming and cycling 
 

Got a favourite hymn/anthem? Shine Jesus Shine for us both 

If you were to write a book, what would it be about? E:Rachel my 

best friend R:Angus my annoying little brother!  
 

Anything else we should know? E:I’ve known Rachel since she was a 

baby. R:I have known Ailidh since I was born. 
 

If you’re feeling brave and wouldn’t mind being featured in 
this column please ask the editor for a form. 



 

From our archive 
A few selected blasts from our past! 
 

 
 

 
April 1958 – 50 years ago 

The Finance Convener announced the shortfall for 1957 as 
£50 and had borrowed the money to cover the gap. He 

revealed that 19 members gave via a covenant (read Gift-Aid 
for today) and their offerings represented 19% (£491) of the 

total income of 1704 members. Covenants were encouraged 

as the church could claim back Income Tax at 8/6 in the £ 
although there was a minimum term of 7 years then. The 

safety gate at the top of the boiler-house stairs was installed 
because of the number of children using the Song School. 

 
 

Only one respondent to last month’s plea to identify some of the cars in 

the photograph of Peebles High Street who was able to spot a Triumph 

Mayflower, a Morris Oxford, an Austin Ten, a Morris Minor van and a 

Daimler. 
 



Bell-tower Craik 
More tea Vicar? 

 

 

God created the mule, and told him, "You will be mule, working 

constantly from dusk to dawn, carrying heavy loads on your back. You 

will eat grass and you lack intelligence. You will live for 40 years." 
The mule answered, "To live like this for 40 years is too much. Please, 

give me no more than 20." And it was so. 
  

Then God created the dog, and told him, 

"You will hold vigilance over the dwellings of 

Man, to whom you will be his greatest 

companion. You will eat his table scraps and 

live for 30 years."  
And the dog responded, "Lord, to live 30 

years as a dog is too much. Please, no more 

than 15 years." And it was so. 
  

God then created the monkey, and told him, "You are Monkey. You shall 

swing from tree to tree, acting like an idiot. You will be funny, and you 

shall live for 20 years."  



And the monkey responded, "Lord, to live 20 years as the clown of the 

world is too much. Please, Lord, give me no more than 10 years." And it 

was so. 
  

Finally, God created Man and told him, "You are Man, the only rational 

being that walks the earth. You will use your intelligence to have mastery 

over the creatures of the world. You will dominate the earth and live for 

20 years." 
And the man responded, "Lord, to 

be Man for only 20 years is too 

little. 

Please, Lord, give me the 20 years 

the mule refused, the 15 years the 

dog refused, and the 10 years the 

monkey rejected." And it was so. 
  

And so God made Man to live 20 

years as a man, then marry and 

live 20 years like a mule working 

and carrying heavy loads on his 

back. Then, he is to have children 

and live 15 years as a dog, 

guarding his house and eating the 

leftovers after they empty the 

pantry; then, in his old age, to live 

10 years as a monkey, acting like 

a clown to amuse his 

grandchildren 
 
 
 

 

 

Would you like your own copy each month? 
Well help is at hand… just fill in and post this form! 

 

 

To: 
Miss Marianne Ewart, 23 Cuddyside, Peebles EH45 8EN (721964) or 

Mrs Ruby Buchan, 14 Kingsland Square, Peebles EH45 8EZ (721048) 
 

Your name …………………………………………………………………… 
 

Your address…………………………………………………………… 
 

I’m happy to enclose a donation of £….... towards the cost of the 
Magazine, and what a bargain it is. 
Please make cheques payable to “The Old Parish Church of Peebles” 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 



 

CHURCH ORDERS (PEEBLES) 
 

 

READERS 

April 6 Angus Russel Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 

St Luke 24:13-35 
    

 13 Sheena Edgar Psalm 23 

St John 10:1-10 
    

 20 Jim Edgar Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16  

St John 14:1-14 
    

 27 Graeme Murray Psalm 66:8-20 

St John 14:15-21 
    

May 4 All-age worship Acts 1:6-14 

St John 17:1-11 
    

 11 Geoff Goldstraw Acts 2:1-21 

St John 20:19-23 
    

 18 Douglas Kesting Quinquennial Visit 
    

 25 John Fairless Isaiah 49:8-16a 

St Matthew 6:24-34 
    

DUTY ELDERS 

  North South 

April  Arthur Rae Alastair Cumming 

  Maureen Collier Graeme Coulthard 
    

May  Jim Edgar Norman Kerr 

  Sheena Edgar Barbara Charteris 
    

SHORT ORDERS OF HOLY COMMUNION 

April 24th   

    

    

    
    

THE BELLS! THE BELLS! 

April 6th Joann Mellors AM 

Fiona Taylor PM 

 13th Margaret Ireland 

 20th Cathy Davidson & Judy Cairns 

 27rd Anne Derrick 

   
    



 

CONGREGATIONAL REGISTER 
 
 

PEEBLES 
Admission by Certificate 
Mrs Elizabeth Palmer, 31 Edderston Ridge, Peebles.  

                                (from Edinburgh: Greenbank) 
Death 

3rd March  Mrs Davina Davidson, 
                Hillside, 44 Edinburgh Road, Peebles. 
 

EDDLESTON 
Baptism 

Sunday 23rd March Daniel Thomas Scott,  
                           son of Tonke and Andrew Rae,  Lamancha Farm. 
 

 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES 
 

PEEBLES 
 

 

April    

Sunday 
6th 

10am 
 

 
6pm  

Morning Worship – Third Sunday of Easter 
conducted by  

The Rev Prof Francis Dalrymple-Hamilton  
Monthly Evening Service  
The Rev Prof Francis Dalrymple-Hamilton 

   

Sunday 
13th 

10am Morning Worship - Fourth Sunday of Easter 

   

Sunday 

20th 

10am Morning Worship – Fifth Sunday of Easter 

   

Sunday 

27th 

10am Morning Worship with The Sacrament of Holy 

Communion 
   

May   
Sunday 

4th 

10am 

 
6pm 

Morning All Age Worship  

with the Sacrament of Holy Baptism 
Monthly Evening Service 

   
 
 
 



 

OFFERINGS 
 

 

PEEBLES March  
2008 

Year to 
Date  

Last Year to 
Date  

Covenants £2,665.00 £7,473.00 £6,951.00 

FWO £1,440.00 £3,683.00 £3,068.00 
Open Plate £938.00 £2,072.00 £1581.00 

Collection Boxes -------- £184.00 £307.00 
Total £5,043.00 £13,412.00 £11,907.00 
    

EDDLESTON   
Total Offerings for March 2008  £627.97 

Total Offerings for March 2007  £336.10 
Total Offerings for 3 months 2008  £1782.57 

Total Offerings for 3 months 2007  £1401.46 
Surplus/(Deficit)   (£381.11) 

 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES 
 

EDDLESTON 
 

   

March   

Sunday 6th 11.45am Morning Worship – Third Sunday of Easter
conducted by The Rev Prof Francis 
Dalrymple-Hamilton 

   

Sunday 
13th 

11.45am Morning Worship – Fourth Sunday of 
Easter 

   

Sunday 

20th 

11.45am Morning Worship – Fifth Sunday of 

Easter 
   

Sunday 

27th 

6pm All Age Evening Worship – Sixth 

Sunday of Easter 
   

April   
   

Sunday 6th 11.45am Morning Worship – Seventh Sunday of 

Easter 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

FLOWER CALENDAR 
Convenor: Mrs Maureen Collier 
(724633) 
 
 

 

4 Donors Mrs A Derrick, Edderston Road 

Mrs E Wilson, Gattonside 

Mr WD Smith, South Park West 

 Arranger Margaret Percy-Robb 

11 Donor Mrs A Ramsay, Frankscroft 

 Arranger Margaret Ireland 

18 Donors Mrs M Percy-Robb, Kerfield House 

Mrs E White, Buchan Gardens 

Mrs E Parker, Temple Bar 

 Arranger Maureen Collier 

25 Donors The Affleck Family, Bourne, Lincs 

Mrs Fergusson, Halyrude Court 

M
a
y
 

 Arranger June Grandison 

 
 

Please let the magazine editor know!  
 

If you’ve an event happening within the church and would like 

people to know about it through this magazine? Let the editor 
know, so it would be a great help if articles or intimations for the May 
magazine be sent in by Thursday 24th April to David MacFarlane on 

07711851611 or preferably e-mail: D.j.macfarlane@btinternet.com  
 
 

Articles or contributions for any of the sections in the 
magazine are welcomed. Humour, recipes, poetry, travel. About 
300-400 words will fill a page but don’t restrict yourself to just one! 
 

 
 

    

6 Donors Wedding Flowers 

 Arranger Eileen Williamson 

13 Donors Elaine Matthews, Bonnington Road. 

 Arranger Diana Brown 

20 Donors Mrs Pearson, Ivanhoe Road 

Mrs Isabel Arthur, Provost Melrose Drive 

 Arranger Audrey Annand 

27 Donors Miss S Murray, Cross Street 

Mrs A Cruickshanks, Dukehaugh A
p
r
il
 

 Arranger Liz Trueman 

                     



Who’s Who At Peebles & Eddleston 
 

Minister:  

The Reverend Calum 

Macdougall 
The Manse, Innerleithen 

Road, Peebles.  
01721 720568  

calum@topcop.org.uk 

  

 

Student Minister:  

Malcolm Jefferson 

Ker Place, Peebles. 

 

jeffersons@tesco.net 

 

Session Clerk:  

Angus Russel  

9 Craigerne Drive, 

Peebles.  

01721 720583 

angus@topcop.org.uk   

 

Session Clerk:  

Sheena Edgar 

11 Millwell Park, 

Innerleithen.   

01896 831685 

sheena@topcop.org.uk 
 

Treasurer:  

Alan Douglas 

3 Edderston Ridge, 

Peebles.  

01721 723038 

  

 

Organist & Choirmaster: 

Andrew Russel 

Glensax, Bonnington Road, 

Peebles.  

01721 721127 

music@topcop.org.uk 
 

Roll Keeper:  

Alison Duncan 

14 Crossburn Farm 

Road, Peebles.  

01721 721033 

  

 

Beadle:  

Edward Knowles 

56 Elliots Park, Peebles. 

01721 722860 

 

Hall-keeper:  

Tess Goodwin 

16 Elcho Street, Peebles.  

01721 720674 

  

 

Eddleston Session Clerk: 

Margaret Love 

11 Old Manse Road, 

Eddleston. 

01721 730263 

 

Eddleston Treasurer: 

Archie Smellie 

Hattonknowe, Eddleston.  

01721 730282 

  

 

Eddleston Organist: 

Lorraine Mulholland 

Millbank, Eddleston.  

01721 730332 

 

 

Eco-congregation & 

Fairtrade Co-

ordinator: 

Diana Brown 

Springhill Road, Peebles. 

01721 720817  

 

 

Church Administrator: 

Marjory MacFarlane 

07791 438759 

01721 722127 

admin@topcop.org.uk 

 

Obviously this isn’t everyone…have look through the 
revised 2008 TOPCOP Directory.  

 



 

 

Poem no. 90: The Clergy 
 

Oh to be a preacher, 
Learning to begin, 
The art of teaching others, 

The right way out of sin. 
 

Do we respect the clergy, 
In a special way, 

Or, do we really wonder, 
Is it worth the time of day? 
 

Sometimes, they can be 

morbid, 
This, is, very true, 

So, would you be a preacher, 
The onus, is on you. 
 

I for one, I wouldn’t, 

I couldn’t fit the bill, 
So, to wear the cloth of clergy, 
I guess, I never will. 
 

The Minister is a person, 

Just the same as we, 
They have a solemn duty, 

To pray for you and me. 
 

Do we deserve the preacher, 
Do we leave them in the lurch, 

It seems to me quite shortly, 
We’ll have an empty church. 
 

So, praise the man or woman, 

Who’s duties never shirk, 
The loyal scores of ministers, 
That preaches, in our kirk. 
 

 

 

George Lavin 


