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Daily Worship Leaders Mar/Apr2010 
Monday  8th  Mark 5:21-43  Diana Brown  March 

Tuesday   9th  Mark 6:1-13  Douglas Kesting 

Wednesday  10th  Mark 5:13-29  Wilma Barrett 

Thursday   11th  Mark 6:30-46  Alastair Robertson 

Friday   12th  Mark 6:47-56  Tom Fairbairn 

Saturday   13th  Mark 7:1-23  Rachael Forsyth 

Monday   15th  1 Cor10:14-11:1  Lily Swinney 

Tuesday   16th  1 Cor 11:17-34   Geoff Goldstraw  

Wednesday  17th  1 Cor 12:1-11  Isabelle Coghill 

Thursday   18th   1 Cor 12:12-26  Tom Mills 

Friday   19th  1 Cor 12:27-13:3  Elspeth Knowles 

Saturday   20th  1 Cor 13:1-13  Pauline Copland 

Monday   22nd  1 Cor 14:1-19  John Moore 

Tuesday   23rd  1 Cor 14:1-19  Marjorie REnton 

Wednesday  24th  2 Cor 2:14-3:6  Frances Carrol 

Thursday   25th  2 Cor 3:7-18  Calum Macdougall 

Friday   26th  2 Cor 4:1-12  Fiona MacFarlane 

Saturday   27th  2 Cor 4:13-18  Elizabeth Parker 

29th  to Saturday 3rd April    Holy Week 

Monday   5th  Mark 16:1-8  Douglas Kesting  April   

Tuesday   6th  Mark 16:9-20  Lily Swinney 

Wednesday  7th Matt. 28:1-16  Wilma Barrett 

Thursday  8th Matt. 28:16-20  Janet Macdougall 

Friday   9th Luke 24:1-12  John Fairless 

Saturday   10th     Rachael Forsyth 
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Pastoral letter 
March 2010 

 

The news that construction work is about to begin on 

the ‘access for all’ ramp at the Old Parish Church was, 
understandably, greeted with great enthusiasm at the 
February meeting of the Kirk Session. Over the best 
part of ten years, perhaps even longer, many people 
have invested much time and effort in helping us reach 
this goal.  We are very grateful to each one of them 
and especially to Roger Trueman whose unflagging 
determination in leading our efforts over the last two 
or three years, fully supported by Ronald Ireland and 
Alasdair MacFarlane among others, has finally brought 
the end of the end of the ‘access for all’ saga within 
sight.  Hopefully we’ll be able to report progress on the 
construction work in the April issue of the Magazine. 
 
I certainly share the view of many who have seen the 
artist’s impression, that the ramp, designed by the 
Forestry Commission’s Civil Engineering design team, 
based close to the church at Greenside, will, when 
completed, be an imposing feature as it sweeps round 
from Cuddy Bridge to the north-west corner of the 
church. 

 
 

Access for All is not an economic issue but a justice issue.  

The principle of justice lies at the very heart of the Gospel 

and it has always been for the Church to seek to promote 

justice throughout the world 
 

 

There is no denying that the project is very expensive 
and that a great deal of fund-raising has had to take 
place over the last two or three years, but we should 
resist the temptation ever to value the access in 
monetary terms alone.  Access for All is not an 
economic issue but a justice issue.  The principle of 
justice lies at the very heart of the Gospel and it has 
always been for the Church to seek to promote justice 

throughout the world.  It is part of that working out of 
the principle that every effort should be made to 



ensure that no one is prevented through physical 
disability from entering the House of God. 
 
As, throughout March, we continue on the Lenten 
pilgrimage towards Easter at the beginning of next 
month, we need constantly to affirm that Christ’s 
death on the cross and the subsequent triumph of the 
Resurrection are not primarily a gift to the Church but 
a gift to the world.  The truth of Easter, that death, 
darkness and despair ultimately have no hold over us, 
is an inclusive and all-embracing truth.  No one is 
excluded from hearing it or from having the 
opportunity to respond to it.  Let us hope that the 
imposing timber construction that will soon appear to 
the north side of the Old Parish Church can become a 
powerful sign of how important we believe it is that the 
Easter truth be heard, shared and proclaimed by as 
many of the folk of Peebles and visitors to Peebles as 

possible. 
 

 

 

With love, 

Calum Macdougall.    
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 



News from  

Peebles & Eddleston 
What we’re up to. 
 

 

 

 

COFFEE MORNING 
 

Eddleston Village Hall 
 

Saturday 27th March from 10.00am till 

Noon 
 

Entertainment will be provided by 

Eddleston Parish Choir, the Junior Choir 

and Friends 
 

Proceeds to Christian Aid and Eddleston 

Parish Church 
 

 
For further information please telephone 

Lorraine Mulholland 730332  
 

 

 

 
 

 

Your Fabric Convenor Still Needs You! 
 

The plea from our Fabric Convenor has fallen 
on deaf ears and he’s still looking someone 
who might have a bit of spare time to help 
with opening and closing the MacFarlane Hall 
and setting out tables and chairs on 2-3 
occasions each week for events and bookings. 
There are no cleaning duties. This task 
shouldn’t be too onerous as the Fabric 
Convenor is managing to fill in as Hall Keeper 
in the meantime but can’t be there all the time 
so some assistance would be great. We’re sure 
you can help so please give Alasdair a call on 
07831 856031 (the Fabric hotline!) or 01721 
724024 as soon as you can. 

 



 
 

Our Thanks to inChorus 
 

Despite the very bad weather that night, inChorus had a very successful 
Christmas Concert back in December and we’d like to thank the choir for the 
very generous donation of £500 they have made to us. This was the second 
time the choir had performed in the church and they wished to record their 

thanks for the use of the building and sound system which they used to 
great effect with their additional staging. A great evening was enjoyed by an 
audience of over 500. 
 

 

Old Parish Forum 
                         …releasing potential. 

Alistair Robertson 
 

 

The March meeting of The Old Parish Forum will be held on Tuesday 23 
March. This will be the closing meeting of the current series and will take 
the form of a debate led by SENIOR STUDENTS OF PEEBLES HIGH 
SCHOOL on the topic “CELEBRITY CULTURE”. The presentations by 
senior students, always excellent and stimulating, have provided a fitting 
climax to each series. 
 

IMPORTANT – please note that this meeting will not be held on the last 
Tuesday of the month but on the preceding Tuesday as the last week of 
the month is Holy Week. 
 

All welcome and, as always, entry is free. After the lecture and 
subsequent discussion tea and coffee will be served. 
 

Senior Students 
Peebles High School 

“Celebrity Culture” 

 

In the church 

23rd 
March 

 

7.30pm 
 

CHAT IN THE HAT! 
 

 If you like to share opinions about today's controversial issues come 

along and join us for a glass of wine and nibbles. 

 Bring along a topic for discussion and put it into the hat! 
 

TUESDAY 9th March at 7.30pm 

EDDLESTON PARISH CHURCH 

ALL ARE VERY WELCOME 
 



 

 

 
 

Tea And Chat And Traidcraft: A New Venture In Eddleston 
 

Every Thursday since January 14th the church in 
Eddleston is open from 2pm until 4pm when tea 
coffee etc is available as well as the Traidcraft 
stall and a second hand book box. This provides 
an opportunity to drop in for a chat in 
comfortable surroundings, and will be available 
for everyone in the community. Children will be 
welcome but please bring something for them to 
do or play with as we have limited storage space 
for toys. 
 

This new venture is providing a place for people 
to meet, chat to old friends and make new ones. 
We look forward to seeing you and will welcome 
your suggestions for continuing our successful regular event. 

For more information please 
contact Vivienne on 730335. 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Flower CommitteeFlower CommitteeFlower CommitteeFlower Committee    

Coffee MorningCoffee MorningCoffee MorningCoffee Morning    
Saturday 13th MSaturday 13th MSaturday 13th MSaturday 13th Marcharcharcharch    

10am ‘till noon10am ‘till noon10am ‘till noon10am ‘till noon    
 

In aid of Access for all Entrance £1 
 

Books, CDs, Plants, Home Baking, 
Tombola and Raffle. 

All donations for the stalls will be very 
welcome and we’ll be available to receive 
them from 3pm ‘till 5pm on Friday 12th. 

 

We appreciate your continued support and 
look forward to seeing as many as possible 

there. 



 

 
 

 

Peebles Old Parish Church of Scotland 

Family Ceilidh 
in the MacFarlane Hall 

Sat 27th March 2010 
6.00pm-9.30pm 

£6 adults, £3 children, under 5’s free 

Proceeds to Access for All Fund 

Buffet Included, Refreshments available 

 

For Tickets Phone: Karen 01896 833108 

Fiona 01721 724024 
 

HOW HIGH CAN WE CLIMB?  
CLIMB EVERY MOUNTAIN! 
  

Will it be Ben Nevis or will it be Mount Everest on Saturday May 15th? 
  
We plan to invite teams of children and adults to walk up the left-handside of the 
church steps, up through the Gallery in the Church, down again, and then down the 
right-handside of the Church steps ( that will be a circuit ). The height climbed in the 
circuit will be multiplied by the number completed to give the final height. This is not a 
race but an element of competition will be built into it. 
This will be organised in one hour slots for teams of 4 - 6 members. Sponsorship 
forms will be available. Individuals can take part at any time and will be asked to make 
a donation. One circuit would be acceptable. A " short-circuit " just up and down would 
be fine for special people. 
Everyone who has taken part will be asked to assemble again at 9;45 a.m. on  
Sunday 16th May to complete the last few circuits together 
  
Coffee/ Teas /Scones will be available in the MacFarlane Hall in the afternoon 
 



Notes from the Choir by Margaret Ireland 
 

How pleasant it was to join forces with choir members from other 
Peebles churches to lead the singing in the joint service in St’ 
Andrew’s Leckie Church, early in February. 
 

“O Taste and See” by R. Vaughan Williams, with the soprano solo beautifully 
sung by Marianne Ewart, was the 
first of our winter anthems. 
 

Altos, Wilma, Anne and Caroline, 
agreed to be the first of interesting 
choir “combinations”. Suggestions 
for a suitable title for this photo 
can be handed to me after church!  
 

We were delighted to welcome 
back into the choir stalls two 
former members, Chris and Willie 

Nicol and hope that they will once again enjoy the music and cameraderie. 
 
Glasgow Phoenix Choir Concert at The Old Parish Church 
 

The concert performed by the Glasgow Phoenix Choir in the Old Parish 
Church on 6th February was to raise money for the Rotary ‘End Polio Now’ 
campaign. Ending polio has been Rotary International’s top priority since 
1985, when the campaign began jointly with the World Health Organisation 
and since then they have raised $1.1 billion and the number of polio cases 
world wide have been reduced by 99% 
 

Polio is now only endemic in 4 countries in the world, namely Afghanistan, 
India, Nigeria and Pakistan, all countries where communication is very 
difficult so the logistics of immunising children in the first year of life are 
formidable. In one district in India 122 million doses were administered in a 
ten day period. 
 

Since 2007 Bill Gates of Microsoft fame has offered $355 million to Rotary 
from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, providing Rotary matches $200 
million of it. By December 2009, $105 million had been raised towards that 
total and the proceeds from the concert on 6th February will also count. 
 

The concert was extremely enjoyable and a great success and some 540 
tickets were sold and, after expenses, which have not yet been finalised, 
there should be a net profit of about £3000, which will effectively be 
matched by the Gates Foundation 
 

The Rotary Club of Peebles would like to take this opportunity to thank 
everyone involved with The Old Parish Church for allowing us to put on the 

concert and for giving us enormous help with the arrangements.  
David Spencer Peebles Rotary Club 

 

The Kirk Session would also like to thank Peebles Rotary Club for their most 
generous £300 donation for the use of the church to stage the performance. 



 

How much do you 

value Your Church? 
Ronald Ireland our Finance Convener 

 
How much do you value your church? That was the question asked in a 
series of articles in The Magazine during 2007. They were written at a time 
when our financial resources were sorely stretched, with a substantial deficit 
looming. The articles were an appeal to all members to look at their giving 
to the church and to consider if they were able to increase those givings. At 
that time members were asked to make a special Gift Day donation and this 
resulted in a substantial increase in income which went a very long way 
towards closing the gap between income and expenditure. Last year 
members were asked again to make a special additional donation by way of 
a Talent Scheme. Again this made a considerable difference although 
insufficient to meet all our expenditure.  
 
The accounts for the year to 31 December 
2009 are close to completion. These will show 
that in order to meet all our commitments we 
had to take just over £25,000 from our 
reserves. That amount did include the sum 
£18,800 which was incurred in urgent repairs 
to the stonework of both the church and the 
manse which is something which would not 
normally occur every year, but this still leaves 
a shortfall of £6400 in ordinary running costs. 

 
The Finance committee is currently considering what the position will be in 
the current year, but it is already evident that there will again be a 
substantial shortfall unless steps are taken to rectify the situation. Many of 
our costs are outwith the control of the congregation, but the committee is 
looking at any costs which might be reduced or at least to ensure that there 
is no unnecessary wastage. This includes particularly, heating and lighting 
but also things such as photocopying. Reducing or controlling costs will not 
however, solve the problem and once again we must find ways of increasing 
income from all sources. 
 
The Kirk Session has agreed that we should once again mount a campaign 
culminating once again in a Gift Day, which this year will be on Sunday 30th 
May. We are also looking at the possibility of combining this with a form of 
Stewardship Campaign, which would involve a direct approach to members, 



very appropriate to the question- How Much Do You Value Your Church? 
I hope to be in a position to say more about all of this in next month’s 
Magazine. 
 

It should not be forgotten that during the 
past three years a huge effort has been 
made by many to raise funds, first for our 
audio/visual system, which is now of course 
complete and fully paid for and secondly for 
the All Ability Access project. This will be 
starting in the foreseeable future and 
although we await the outcome of certain 
grant applications, it seems likely that we 
will be able to move on and put this special 
fund raising behind us. The raising of the 
substantial amounts which have made both 
those projects possible has involved a great 
deal of effort by many people through 

special events as well as a great number of 
generous donations. We are extremely 
grateful to all who have made a contribution 

in whatever way.  
 
Now we must concentrate all our efforts in meeting our everyday 
commitments, so that we no longer have to use up reserves. Such is the 
nature of our beautiful church and our other buildings that it is inevitable 
that there will be occasions when we are faced with major repair costs and 
we must ensure that we maintain the reserves to meet these when they 
come. 
 
The question – How Much Do You Value Your Church? was not just a 
question for 2007. It is a question to be faced every year. How we respond 
now will determine the future of the Old Parish Church. 
 
 

Kirk Session Matters 
The Kirk Session of the Old Parish Church of Peebles 

met on Wednesday, 10th February 2010 
Compiled by Fiona Taylor 

 
 

Mention was made of the health of Session members Mrs Cathy Davidson, 
continuing her hospital treatment, and Dr Margaret Auld, recently re-
admitted to hospital.  Mrs Maureen Collier was welcomed back after injury 
from a fall during the wintry conditions. 



The MacFarlane family was remembered in the Session’s prayers and 
thoughts, following the recent death of Mrs Penny MacFarlane. 
 

Mr John Fairless suggested more guidance and training for new elders, 
especially on proceedings at the major Communion services.  We could run 
our own elder training session, dealing with specific situations. 
 

Donations from the United service on 24th January were directed to Christian 
Aid’s Haiti appeal.  We could also donate the offering from a future Sunday 
service, and also the takings from one Friday’s bacon rolls. 
 

Nine of the children who have progressed through the Sunday School are to 
form a Bible Group, with a suggested project of compiling a video diary on 
the life of the Old Parish church. 
 

For the Finance Committee, Mr Ronald Ireland reported that Mr Norman Kerr 
will be Deputy Treasurer to assist the new Treasurer, Mr Jim Edgar, with 
delegated authority for payments of less than £1000.  Good progress has 
been made with the church accounts.  There is still a deficit on the running 
costs of about £6000, and another Gift Day will be held on Sunday 30th May, 
linked with elders’ April visiting.  As before, the magazine will carry a 
straightforward statement of what is required.  
 

Mr Ireland is to register our church as nominated charity for a website “Easy 
Fundraising”, which will gather funds for us as a proportion of online 

spending. 
 

Mr Alasdair MacFarlane reported on outdoor maintenance to be done at the 
rear of church and hall e.g. tree clearance work.  The hall kitchen has 
recently been refurbished, and new locks have been fitted to all doors.  
These latter works were very generously donated. 
 

The Worship Convener, Mrs Frances Carrol, said that advertisements had 
been placed in the press for a temporary Organist, and for a Leader for the 
Junior Choristers. 
 

Mr Drew Lowe reported on meetings with St Andrews Leckie about the 

appointment of a Christian youth worker.  There will be a fundraising event 
on Saturday 15th May on the theme of “How high can we climb?” involving 
circuits of church steps and gallery. 
 

Mr Roger Trueman gave an encouraging update on the Access project.  
Grant applications are pending for funds to bring us up to the total cost of 
£129,000, and all relevant approval has been secured. 
 

Mr Sandy Murray reported on meetings of Peebles Churches Together.  The 
Peebles Youth Trust requires volunteers to help raise their profile in the 
community.  Peebles Churches Together has discussed raising its own funds 
through leasing a vacant retail property in the High Street.  Christian Aid 
Week runs from 9th till 15th May, and collectors are always required.    
 

Delegates from our partner parish in Zomba are due to visit in mid-May. 



 

Peebles Churches 

Together 
Sandy Murray our representative 

 

I had the pleasure of making my first Peebles Churches Together (PCT) 
meeting as a representative of the Peebles Old Parish on January 26th. The 
Rev. Robin Lee led our discussion after introducing Angie Preston, of Peebles 
Youth Trust, who gave us a brief presentation of their mission, needs and 
requirements regarding disadvantaged primary age youth in Peebles.  Her 
comments were enlightening to say the least, given the pleasure we all 
received seeing young children grow up in a healthy and loving 
environment. Some are not so fortunate. To the point, she noted their need 
for funding and additional support. Robin asked each of us to consider how 
PCT might approach funding for this and the many other requests received 
this past year. We are to report back with constructive ideas by 25th of May, 
the date of our next full committee meeting. 
 

Up coming events and activities are: 
 

March 5th - World Day of Prayer, services at St. Peter's 
 

March 4th-25th Four consecutive seminars on each Thursday evening, 
7:30pm, on the meaning of Lent. These seminars will be organised, in a 
manner similar to the recent John Calvin programme, by Rev. Jim Wallace at 
Leckie Memorial Church. The speakers are: 
 March 4th   - The Rev. Professor Donald McLeod 

 March 11th - Ellian Duncan 
 March 18th - Rev. Jim Wallace 
 March 25th - Rev. David Torrance 
 

March 16th - a work day. The PCT Committee will fold 2,200 previously 
printed bulletins for inclusion in the April edition of Peebles Life. The bulletin 
will highlight Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday services at each member church. 
 

April 27th, 28th or 29th, Political Hustings, depending on Westminster 
election date. MacFarlane Hall will again be utilized when a date has been 
established. All candidates running for the Westminster seat have been 
invited. Watch the Peeblesshire News and our church bulletin for 
announcements. 
 

May 9th -15th, Christian Aid Week. Volunteer collectors are needed. 
While the people of Peebles have always generously supported this effort, 
some 20 streets were not solicited last year by virtue of a lack of collectors. 
Hence PCT is actively seeking "boots on the ground". If you’re asked, please 
volunteer and if your not, give Sue Isherwood a call on 01721-721252 and 
volunteer. If you have any questions, feel free ask me, Alison Duncan, Diana 
Brown or Barbara Crawford. 



Ye Banks and Braes 

of Peebles 
Anne Derrick 

 
 

• The Commercial Bank, later to be taken over by the Royal Bank, was located 

at ‘Buchan’s Corner’, where Breeze furniture shop now is. 
• The British Linen Bank, a very old Scottish bank, was located beside the 

Tontine in the premises now occupied by Charles Gray, Chartered 

Accountant. 
• ‘Laundry Brae’ leads down from the Old Town opposite the end of Young 

Street to Cuddy Green. It was so called because the large building at the 
foot of the brae was originally McCulloch’s Laundry. 

• Empire Brae, properly called Bridgegate or Briggate, goes down from the 

Northgate to Damdale. It was called the Empire Brae after the Empire 
Cinema, now demolished, which occupied most of the site on the right hand 

side as you go down the brae. Wallace’s Engineering works occupied the rest 
of this site which is now occupied by flats. 

• Store Brae was the nickname for Elcho Street Brae. The ‘Store’ was the local 

name for Peebles Cooperative Society, which had many shops in the town. 
On the brae, in the shops now occupied by a hairdresser and Elmbank 

Printer, were the ‘Store’ bakery and ‘flesher’ or butcher. The Co-op stables, 
clearly visible yet, and a large garage behind (now Elcho Street Mews) were 

used for their motor vans and for the horse-drawn milk float and bakery van. 

There was also a funny triangular shaped painter’s shop at the very top of 
the brae, opposite where Nancy Drummond had her little corner shop. 

• Police Station Brae (Port Brae) down to Tweed Green from the bridge. Called 
after the Police Station which occupied all the buildings opposite the church 

until very recently. 

• Baths Brae (Tweed Brae). Down past the Evangelical Church, which now 
occupies the building which was the original swimming pool. 

• Post Office Brae (Usher’s Wynd). It’s in the Northgate, opposite Sainsbury’s, 
and leads down to the Cuddy. The old Post Office , now demolished, was at 

the top of the brae where the open space is. 

• Bertram’s Brae: this is part of Springwood Road, leading up to the High 
School. Called after the people who, a long time ago, lived in the house on 

the corner. 
• MacGillivery’s Brae: The short brae leading down from the Northgate 

(Northgate Vennel) to the iron bridge across the Cuddy. Where the new 

houses stand at the top of the brae was originally a large garage belonging 
to the local transport firm of MacGillivery’s. (I’m sure I have spelt that 

wrongly. My apologies to any relations of that family!) 
 

So there you are! If anyone can think of any more braes which have 

nicknames, we’d be glad to hear from you. 

 



The Bloody 

Covenant 
  

Ronald Ireland 

  

To be published on March 1st  2010  
at £18.99, hardback ISBN: 978 0 7524 5258 6 

 

A fresh insight into the conflict  
between the monarchy and  

members of the religious order  
that afflicted Scotland in the  

sixteenth and seventeenth centuries 
  

After the Scottish Reformation in 1560, two distinct parties emerged, one 

favouring Presbyterianism and the other Episcopalianism. The Presbyterians 
entered into a series of covenants to maintain the Protestant Reformation in 

Scotland in the face of what they saw as encroaching Catholicism, culminating in 
National Covenant of 1638. The subsequent struggle for supremacy in Church 

government, between King and Covenanters, resulted in the ‘Killing Times’. 

QCovers a largely neglected era of Scottish history—local archival material gives a 
deeper insight into the lives and activities of people and the communities of the 

time.  
QTells the story of the century and a half after 1560—a period of discrimination, 

violence and destruction—until the final settlement of the Church of Scotland in 

the late seventeenth century. It was a time of bitter division which brought back 
the country to the brink of revolution.  

QExamines events on a national and local level—focusing on the royal burgh of 
Peebles in the Borders, paying attention to the Wars of the Three Kingdoms and 

Covenanting struggle. 

Q Authoritative and accessible, an essential guide to Scotland’s history during this 
turbulent time. 

Q Shows how the corruption of the Church of Rome was reflected down to the 
lowest levels as the records of an old Border burgh show. 

Q Explains the antecedents of the conflict and the origins of the Scottish 

Reformation. 
 

Ronald is well known to us in Peebles Old Parish Church as an elder and 

office-bearer and from the first 50 copies sold a donation of £5 will be 
made to our Access for All Project.  
 

Ronald is a retired chartered surveyor. He has been interested in Scottish history 

since his youth and has lived in Peebles for forty-five years. He is chairman of the 

Peebles Civic Society and he is a member of Historic Scotland. 
 

 

 



  

 

Fairtrade Fortnight.2010 
 

By the time you receive the March magazine we 
will be nearing the end of Fairtrade Fortnight. I 
hope you all managed to swap something you 
normally use for its Fairtrade equivalent and 
had the warm glow of knowing you helped a 
fellow human being improve their life chances. 
You don’t need to swap back. Please continue to 
use as many fair trade products as you can throughout the year. New 
products are continually becoming Fairtrade registered and buying them and 
supporting the producers really does make a difference to their lives. A 
selection of items are always available on a Sunday morning at the Fairtrade 
Cupboard in the MacFarlane Hall and more can be ordered from our 
catalogue.  
 
Eco – Church Garden Party 27th March 
 

Please come along to our Spring Garden party and help us give the garden 
around the MacFarlane Hall a “scrub and brush up” for Easter. We’ll also be 
trying to make the area more wildlife friendly. All welcome from those that 
just want to supervise and direct from the sidelines to those who have a 
desperate yearning to weed. If you have tools please bring a few along but 
some will be provided.  Turn up anytime between 10.00 and 11.30am and 
earn yourself some coffee and cakes. 
 

The United Nations has declared 2010 the International Year of Biodiversity. 
Scotland may be small but our country has up to 90,000 native species. Our 
seas are among the most biologically productive in the world, we have 
diverse and stunning wildlife and beautiful lochs and rivers. We are all part 
of Scotland’s incredible variety of living things –this is our biodiversity. It is 
fragile and shrinking but we can all help to protect it by cherishing the 
wildlife and plants in the areas for which we have responsibility. Even our 
small church garden can play its part as a mini nature reserve. 
 

 
 

 



 

Why not try it out for our next coffee morning? 

Topcook 
 

Here’s one thanks to Ailidh and Rachel who found 

this sweet treat in the Nigella Express book.  
 

Chocolate Mint Cookies, they are really yummy! 
  

Makes about 26 cookies 
• 100g of soft butter  
• 150g of light brown sugar  
• 1tsp vanilla extract  
• 1 egg  
• 150g of flour  
• 35g of cocoa powder  
• 1/2 tsp of baking powder  
• 200g of dark chocolate chips  
• For the glaze: 75g icing sugar, 1 tablespoon cocoa powder, 2 
tablespoons boiling water, 1/4 teaspoon of peppermint extract 

 

1. Preheat the oven to 180 degrees celsius/gas mark 4  
2. Cream the butter and brown sugar then beat in the vanilla extract and 
egg.  

3. Mix the flour, cocoa, and baking powder in a bowl and gradually beat 
into the creamed mixture. Finally fold in the chocolate chips.  

4. Using a rounded tablespoon spoon out scoops of cookie dough and 
place on a lined baking sheet, leaving a little space in between each 
one.  

5. Bake in the oven for 12 minutes and let them sit on the baking sheet 
for a couple of minutes before moving to a cooling rack.  

6. put the glaze ingredients into a saucepan and heat until combined.  
7. Using a teaspoon, zig-zag the glaze over each cooling cookie. 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Could you contribute to our “Who we are” or Recipe column? 
 

We should have enough members in TOPCOP to run this column 
for over 50 years, sadly all but a few are too shy. Don’t be. A church is 

not only a building…it’s also the people in it so we’d be delighted if you’d like to 

contribute to this magazine by sending us your details for this column.  
 

Simply e-mail the editor for a form and send your responses back on 
magazine@topcop.org.uk or you’ll find a form in the MacFarlane Hall 

after services. A photo would be really handy obviously.  
 

 
 
 

 



Bell-tower Craik 
The Craik is back! 

 

The Lone Ranger and Tonto went camping in the desert. After they got 
their tent all set up, both men fell sound asleep.  
 

Some hours later, Tonto wakes the Lone Ranger and says, 'Kemo Sabe, 
look towards sky, what you see?'  
 

'The Lone Ranger replies, 'I see millions of stars.'  
 

'What that tell you?' asked Tonto.  
 

The Lone Ranger ponders for a minute then says, 
'Astronomically speaking, it tells me there are 
millions of galaxies and potentially billions of 
planets. Astrologically, it tells me that Saturn is in 
Leo. Time wise, it appears to be approximately a 
quarter past three in the morning. Theologically, 
the Lord is all-powerful and we are small and insignificant. Meteorologically, 
it seems we will have a beautiful day tomorrow. What's it tell you, Tonto? 
 

''It tells me someone stole the tent.' 
 
Eye catching Joke. 

A man is dining in a fancy restaurant and there is a gorgeous 
redhead sitting at the next table. He has been checking her out since he sat 
down, but lacks the nerve to talk with her..  
 

Suddenly she sneezes, and her glass eye comes flying out of its socket 
toward the man. He instinctively reaches out, grabs it out of the air, and 
hands it back.  
 

'Oh my, I am so sorry,' the woman says as she pops her eye back in 
place...  
 

'Let me buy your dinner to make it up to you,' she says.  
 

They enjoy a wonderful dinner together, and afterwards they go 
to the theatre followed by drinks. They talk, they laugh, she shares her 
deepest dreams and he shares his. She listens.  
 

After paying for everything, she asks him if he would like to come to her 
place for a nightcap. They had a wonderful, wonderful time.  
 

The guy is amazed. Everything had been so incredible! 'You know,' he said, 
'you are the perfect woman. Are you this nice to every guy you meet?'  
 

'No,' she replies. . .  
 

'You just happened to catch my eye.'  
 

“Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition of 

several new members and to the deterioration of some older ones.” 



 

Thanks 
from the 

magazine babes. 
 

 

Being economical. You may have noticed that this edition of the magazine 
is in covered in glorious black & white rather than colour. There are two 
reasons; firstly we’re trying to save some money (having the cover in 

colour adds 10p to the cost of each copy and we all need to do our bit for 
the church’s budget in the forthcoming year) and secondly we’re attempting 
to improve the print quality so that what you see is a first-generation print 
rather than a photocopy. We’ve been struggling to get the new printer to 
produce the quality we expected when it’s working in colour so we’d 
appreciate it if you can bear with us during this improvement process. 
Remember you can see this magazine in full colour on our website. 
 

Magazine Distributors 

Please note that your folders will not be in your pews anymore. They will be 
in Boxes in the NORTH and SOUTH AISLES at the back seat. 
 

Large print copy. Thanks to our new printer we can produce a large-print 
copy of this magazine so if this would be helpful to you, please ask your 
magazine distributor for this service. 
 

If you’d like to save a tree or two you can also access the magazine in 
full colour on the website www.topcop.org.uk/magazine 
 
 
 

 

 

Would you like your own copy each month? 

Well help is at hand… just fill in and post this form! 
 

 

To: 
Miss Marianne Ewart, 23 Cuddyside, Peebles EH45 8EN (721964) or 
Mrs Ruby Buchan, 14 Kingsland Square, Peebles EH45 8EZ (721048) 
 
Your name …………………………………………………………………… 
 
Your address…………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
I’m happy to enclose a donation of £….... towards the cost of the 
Magazine. 
Please make cheques payable to “The Old Parish Church of Peebles” 
 

 

 



 

CHURCH ORDERS (PEEBLES) 
 

READERS 
    

March 7 All-age Worship Isaiah 55:1-9 
St Luke 13:31-35 

    

 14 Alastair Fleming Exodus 2:1-10 
St John 19:25-27 

    

 21 Fiona Fleming Isaiah 43:16-21 
St John 12:1-8 

    

 28 Sandy Murray Psalm 118:1-2 and 19-29 
St Luke 19:28-40 

    

April 4  Acts 10:34-43 
St Luke 24:1-12 

    

 11  Acts 5:27-32 
St John 20:19-31 

    

 18  Acts 9:1-6 
St John 21:1-19 

    

 25  Acts 9:36-43 
St John 10:22-30 

    

DUTY ELDERS          North                         South 

March  Bob Gregory Graeme Murray 

  Diana Brown Tom Mills 
April  Arthur Rae Angus Russel 
  Alastair Fleming Sandy Murray 
  Jim Edgar Marjorie Renton 
    

SHORT ORDERS OF HOLY COMMUNION 

March 28 Pauline Copeland Norman Kerr   
  John Fairless Sandy Murray   

April  Sacrament of Holy Communion  

 

The Clangers 

Mar 7 Wilma Smith (am) 
Jeanette Mackison (pm) 

 14 Margaret Ireland 
 21 Fiona Taylor 
 28 Roger Trueman 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES 
EDDLESTON 

 

   

March  
   

Sunday 
7th 

11.45am Morning Worship 
Third Sunday of Lent 

   

Sunday 
14th 

11.45am All-Age Morning Worship. 
Mothering Sunday 

   

Sunday 
21st 

11.45am 
 

Morning Worship Fifth Sunday in Lent followed by the 
Stated Annual Meeting of the Congregation 

   

Sunday 
28th 

6pm All-age Evening Worship for Palm Sunday 
 

   

April  
   

Sunday 
7th 

8am 
 

11.45am 

EASTER DAY Open Air Service in the Meldons picnic 
area 
EASTER DAY Morning Worship 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CONGREGATIONAL REGISTERS 
 

EDDLESTON 

BAPTISM 
7th February Rebecca Ruby McAllister, daughter of David McAllister and 

Paula Smith Burnview, Edinburgh Road, Peebles 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Thanks to all of you who have contributed  

to this edition of our magazine. 
 
 

If you’ve an event happening within the church and would like 

people to know about it through this magazine? Let the editor 
know. It would be a great help if articles or intimations for the April 2010   
magazine be sent in by 20th March to David MacFarlane on 07711 
851611 or preferably e-mail: magazine@topcop.org.uk 



 

 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES 
 

PEEBLES 
 

 

March   
Sunday 
7th 

10am 
6pm 

All-age Morning Worship. Third Sunday in Lent 
Monthly Evening Service 

   

Sunday 
14th 

10am 
 

Morning Worship with the Sacrament of Holy Baptism 
Mothering Sunday 

   

Sunday 
21st 

10am 
   

Morning Worship 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 

   

Sunday 
28th 

9.30am 
 
10am 
 

Palm Sunday Service athe Cross Kirk followed by 
procession. 
Morning Worship for Palm Sunday 
Followed by the Stated Annual Meeting of the 
Congregation. 

   

April   

Thursday 
1st 

7.30pm 
 

United Maundy Thursday Service in the Old Parish 
Church 

   

Friday 
2nd 

7.30pm 
 

Good Friday Service 
 

   

Sunday 
4th 

9am 
10am 
6pm 

EASTER DAY Informal Service in the Church Garden 
EASTER DAY Morning Worship 
Monthly Evening Service 

 

 

  

Daily Worship at Peebles Monday to Saturday at 10am. 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

OFFERINGS 
 

EDDLESTON   
Total Offerings for February 2010  £919.70 
Total Offerings for February 2009  £1,012.96 
Total Offerings for 2 months of 2010  £1,629.13 
Total Offerings for 2 months of 2009  £1,634.46 
Decrease in giving over 2009  (£5.33) 

 

 

 
 
 



Who’s Who at Peebles & Eddleston 
 

Minister:  

The Reverend Calum Macdougall 
The Manse, Innerleithen Road, 

Peebles EH45 8BD  
01721 720568  

calum@topcop.org.uk 
 

 

 

 

Joint Session Clerk: 

Barbara Crawford 
 

 
 

Joint Session Clerk:  

Sheena Edgar 
5 Jubilee Park 

PEEBLES  

Tel: 01721 723327 
sheena@topcop.org.uk 

 

Treasurer: 
Jim Edgar  

5 Jubilee Park 

PEEBLES  
Tel: 01721 723327 

 

 

Organist & Choirmaster: 
Anne Derrick 

 

 
music@topcop.org.uk 

Church Administrator & 

Roll Keeper: 

Alison Duncan 
House: 721033 

Mobile: 07752 633287 
admin@topcop.org.uk 

 

 

Beadle:  

Edward Knowles 
56 Elliots Park, Peebles. 

01721 722860 

 
Hall-keeper:  

Vacant 

  
Eddleston Session Clerk: 

Margaret Love 

11 Old Manse Road, 
Eddleston. 

01721 730263 

 

Eddleston Treasurer: 
Archie Smellie 

Hattonknowe, Eddleston.  

01721 730282 

 

 

Eddleston Organist: 
Lorraine Mulholland 

Millbank, Eddleston.  

01721 730332 

 

Eco-congregation & 
Fairtrade Co-ordinator, 

Peebles: 
Diana Brown 

Springhill Road, Peebles. 

01721 720817 

 

Eco-congregation & 
Fairtrade Co-ordinator, 

Eddleston: 
Vivienne Wilmut  

Manse Road Eddleston 

01721 730335 
 

Registered charities (Peebles) SCO13316 (Eddleston) SCO10081 
 

 



 

FLOWER CALENDAR 
Convenor: 

Mrs Maureen Collier 724633 
 

 
 
 

 
 

                     

7 Donors Mr & Mrs T McAndrew, Innerleithen Road 
 Arranger Elizabeth Douglas 
 Distributor Mr T McAndrew 
14 Donor Mrs I Williamson, The Loanings. 

 Arranger Stephanie Porter 
 Distributor Maureen Collier 
21 Donors Mrs A McDonald, Whitehaugh Park. 

Mrs V Morton, Dukehaugh. 
 Arranger June Grandison 
 Distributor Mrs Margaret Percy-Robb 
28 Donors Mrs McBain, Spingwood Terrace. 

Mrs M Bennett, Kirkland Street. 
 Arranger Diana Brown M

a
r
c
h
 

 Distributor Mrs Elizabeth Palmer, Edderston Ridge. 

                     

 

 

4 

  
 
Easter Sunday 

   
   
11 Donor Mrs I Arthur, Provost Melrose Place 
 Arranger Margaret Percy-Robb 
18 Donor Mrs B Charteris 
 Arranger Anne Ross 
25 Donor Miss S Murray, Cross Street 

Mrs A Cruickshanks, Dukehaugh A
p
r
il
 

 Arranger Margaret Ireland 


