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Pastoral letter 
April 2010 

 

It is probable that before this month is very old the 

date of the forthcoming General Election will have 

been announced.  It will come as no surprise to most 

people if polling day is to be 6
th
 May.  Speculation 

suggesting that as the most likely date has been rife 

for many weeks.  
 

It may seem as if election campaigning has been 

underway for quite some time now but as soon as the 

date is announced it will all step up a gear.  In every 

broadcast news bulletin, on the front pages of our 

newspapers and perhaps in our own community we 

shall be bombarded with slogans, speeches, and 

soundbites.  Debates will be conducted. Promises will 

be made.  Opponents will be ridiculed.  At the end of a 

few frantic weeks of campaigning the votes will be cast 

and within a few hours we shall know which party or, 

this time perhaps, combination of parties will form the 

next government. 
 

 

Do we bring as much vigour, enthusiasm and eagerness to our 
sharing of the Easter message as we sometimes do to 

proclaiming our political views or declaring our patriotic pride? 
 

 

It is of no small concern to our polit icians and, indeed, 

to all who treasure the principles of democracy that 

apathy among the electorate seems to be increasing at 

a disturbing rate.  The fact that politics has had a bad 

press of late can’t have helped.  Nevertheless political 

issues remain critically important  as we seek to shape 

the kind of society we want in the twenty-first century 

and the enthusiasm of candidates and party activists 

will be undiminished as they put every effort into 

getting their messages across and their people elected. 
 

Can the same be said of the Church as we celebrate 

the pivotal point of our faith in this Easter season?  

The perceived decline in the impact of Christian faith in 

our culture may, like falling turnout at the polls, stem 

in part from a kind of apathy.  Do divisions among 



different Christian traditions discourage people from 

exploration of the faith?  Have negative images of the 

Church made people less willing to become part of it?  

Do we bring as much vigour, enthusiasm and 

eagerness to our sharing of the Easter message as we 

sometimes do to proclaiming our polit ical views or 

declaring our patriotic pride?  If not, we ought not to 

be surprised that from many people’s perspective, 

faith and church have a less prominent place in our 

nation’s life than they once had.       
 

Let’s hope that a greatly increased proportion of the 

electorate will exercise the vote on 6
th
 May – or 

whenever the General Election happens to be – but, 

before that, let’s hope that our churches will resound 

with Easter praise as together we celebrate the one 

promise more than any other in which we can trust, 

the promise that Christ is risen, bringing reconciliation 

and abundant life to all the world. 
 
 

 

 

With love, 

Calum Macdougall.   
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Director Music At The Old Parish Church 
 

Many of you will be aware that we have appointed 

Mrs Sarah Brown as temporary Director of Music 

and Organist at the Old Parish Church.  Sarah, 

who belongs to Peebles, will take up her 

appointment at the beginning of June. 
  

Sarah comes to us highly commended.  She has 

an honours Bachelor of Music degree from Napier 

University and she was the Herrick Bunney Organ 

Scholar at the High Kirk of Edinburgh (St Giles’) 

under Michael Harris, from 2003 to 2005.  She is a frequent organ recitalist, 

having performed in Edinburgh, Manchester and recently in Peebles, and she 

is currently Organist and Director of Music at Polwarth Parish Church, 

Edinburgh. 
 

We look forward very much to Sarah taking up her appointment with us in 

June and we hope that everyone will give her the greatest encouragement 

and support.   
 
 



News from  

Peebles & Eddleston 
What we’re up to. 
 

 

 

 

Coffee Morning thanks from our Flower Committee 
 

The Committee would like to thank everyone who helped make our Coffee 

Morning on Saturday 13th March a great success. Despite there being 

another three Coffee Mornings the sum of £646 was raised for the Access for 

All project. It is rewarding to see that the first work has started on this 

project and we look forward to it’s progress with much anticipation. 

Maureen Collier. 

 
From the Organ Bench 
 

First of all, I’d like to say a huge ‘thank you’ to everyone in the congregation  

for giving me their wholehearted support and encouragement over these 

past few months. I can assure you that it calms my nerves no end to know 

I’m playing in front of a friendly audience! Thank you for knowingly putting 

up with the many wrong notes and the odd missed out verse in a hymn and 

for unwittingly putting up with the many notes I s imply left out in order to 

be able to play the tune! 
 

I must especially thank our choir for their amazing support and help. We are 

so fortunate to have such a dedicated band of singers in our church, working 

hard in such a happy atmosphere. We always welcome new members, so 

please don’t feel you can’t come along and join us. The new seating layout 

and the arrangement of the choir for unaccompanied music seems to have 

gone down well and I have had many positive comments from the 

congregation. Feedback, including constructive criticism, is always welcome, 

so keep it coming, please. 
 

There will be one or two changes on the organ bench during April as I shall 

be away on holiday. We welcome John Scott for the two Sundays after 

Easter, and it’ll be good to see John back with us and sharing his musical 

expertise. At the April Communion, although I’ll be back to conduct the 

choir, I have twisted the arm of my brother-in-law, John Wilson from 

Melrose, to play for us. His playing was much enjoyed when he visited us 

last summer and he didn’t take too much persuading to return to us this 

spring. 
 

I am very much looking forward to the start of Sarah Brown’s appointment 

and extend a very warm welcome to her when she begins her tenure with us 

sometime in May. 

 



Mum's The Word At The Junior 
Choir! 
  

There were happy celebrations 

recently in Eddleston when Mrs. 

Kirsty Peebles, accompanist of 

Eddleston Parish Choir, gave birth to 

a healthy baby boy. Calum James 

Peebles is pictured with mum Kirsty 

and Lorraine Mulholland, Organist 

and Choir Director of Eddleston 

Parish Church. 

 
Lunch and Film Thanks 
 

Thank you to all who supported The Sound of Music Lunch and Film on 

Sunday 28
th
 February 2010. The sum of £170 was raised for the Access for 

All Fund. Special thanks to those who contributed to the lunch and helped on 

the day, especially, Fiona and Al MacFarlane. Karen Ritchie 

 
Eddleston Guild 
 

We look forward to welcoming old friends and new at our Coffee Morning to 

be held on Wednesday 5
th
 May from 10am until noon as Vivienne Wilmut’s 

home – 5, Old Manse Road, Eddleston. 
 

 
 

HOW HIGH CAN WE CLIMB?  

CLIMB EVERY MOUNTAIN! 
  

Will it be Ben Nevis or will it be Mount Everest on Saturday May 15th? 
  

We plan to invite teams of children and adults to walk up the left-handside of the 
church steps, up through the Gallery in the Church, down again, and then down the 
right-handside of the Church steps ( that will be a circuit ). The height climbed in the 
circuit will be multiplied by the number completed to give the final height. This is not a 
race but an element of competition will be built into it. 
This will be organised in one hour slots for teams of 4 - 6 members. Sponsorship 
forms will be available. Individuals can take part at any time and will be asked to make 
a donation. One circuit would be acceptable. A " short-circuit " just up and down would 
be fine for special people. 
Everyone who has taken part will be asked to assemble again at 9;45 a.m. on  

Sunday 16th May to complete the last few circuits together 
  
Coffee/ Teas /Scones will be available in the MacFarlane Hall in the afternoon 
 



Notes from the Choir by Margaret Ireland 
 

The more observant of the congregation will have noticed that of 

recent weeks, we have been sitting in blocks so that the tenors are 

now beside the sopranos and the basses, beside the altos instead 

of being behind them. Another experiment is that of forming a “horseshoe” 

to sing unaccompanied anthems ( e.g. “Cantate Domino” ) and even 

accompanied anthems ( e.g. “From the Rising of the Sun” ). We feel we 

make a better sound but would welcome comments from the congregation. 

Now that the weather has become less wintry and the farm road once again 

passable, the choir is looking forward to the party at the Goldstraws’ at the 

end of the month. Anthems and introits for Holy Week and Easter are being 

thoroughly practised every Thursday evening in the weeks before these 

important days in the Church’s calendar - hard work, but enjoyable and 

fulfilling. 

 
 

 

Our Roving Correspondent 
 

…dropped off the edge of the world? 

 

No! ORC is alive and well and will return to these pages later in the year. 

There have been no articles from ORC simply because ORC has not been 

anywhere for months! Having also now secured paid employment within the 

church, it is more difficult to skive off, but wait! Here’s what’s in store: 
 

• The Krazy Kwartet , consisting of ORC, a fellow Pillar of the Kirk, Our 

Episcopalian Friend and The Exiled One Frae Melrose are off again on 

their travels to one of the few European cities that will actually let them 

in. This time it’s Munich, but in case you immediately think of Das 

Oktoberbeerfest, bear in mind that they will be visiting that city in 

April, which is possibly a relief to all concerned. 

• They are only back from that for a few days before three of the four 

(the Melrose yin having Had Enough) embark on a trip to London with 

the Fitness League. A visit to the Albert Hall and a London show is on 

the cards. 

• ORC will set off with spurs jingling for the wild west of Argyllshire in 

June and a chance to play at cowboys at the Western Riding Centre in 

Argyllshire. Hey ho Silver! 

• …and minus the spurs to the very north of Scotland and Orkney in 

September. 

• Finally, just in case you are bored, a cruise on the Nile and a vis it to 

the Pyramids, The Valley of the Kings and many other sights of Egypt 

will warm up those November days. 
 

To everyone else, Happy Holidays…why don’t you write in with some 

of your experiences? 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 

Christian Aid Week 2010 and the Christian Aid Road Show 
 

 

Each year thousands of people across Britain 

undertake a week of fundraising for Christian 

Aid. Last year over £12,000 was raised in 

Peebles and Tweeddale alone, testimony to 

the hard work and generosity of our 

community. The money raised will have had a 

very real effect on the lives of some of the 

world’s poorest and most needy people. 
 

This year, there is the opportunity to hear 

more about Christian Aid when the Christian Aid Road Show comes to the 

Eastgate Theatre on Wednesday 21 April, 7–9pm. The speaker will be Kathy 

Galloway, head of Christian Aid Scotland. Tickets are free, just contact the 

Edinburgh Christian Aid office on 0131 220 1254 or at edinburgh@christian-

aid.org. 
 

One of the great things about Christian Aid Week is that it’s about more 

than just handing over money. It’s a chance to have a night out, buy plants, 

do a sponsored walk – the list is limited only by our imagination. A 

programme of events will be released nearer the time, but in the meantime: 
 

• Make a note of dates: Christian Aid week runs from 9 to 15 May. 

• Consider booking tickets for the Road Show.  

• Gardeners – when you are sowing spring seeds, please sow a few extra 

to grow and donate to the Christian Aid plant stall. 

• Get round to that spring clear-out! There will be a car boot sale on 9 

May on Skirling Green. 

• If you would like to help at any of the events that you know are 

happening, or to arrange something new, please contact Emma and 

Graeme Herd on 724593. If you would like to help with the door-to-

door collections, please contact Sue Isherwood on 721252. 

• More information on Christian Aid projects and the chance to donate 

year-round can be found at www.christianaid.org.uk 

Helen Holt 

For the Peebles & District Christian Aid Committee 
 

Working with partner organizations, Christian Aid aims to assist 

people and communities on the basis of need, regardless of race, 

religion or nationality 
 

● fighting HIV ● providing clean water ● campaigning to combat climate 

change ● teaching trades and skills ● providing emergency aid ● setting up 

rural radio ● building schools ● running health clinics● assisting farmers ● 

 
 
 

 

 

 



 

How much do you 

value Your Church? 
Ronald Ireland our Finance Convener 

 

Last month I set out the likely outcome for the last financial year which 

ended on 31
s t
 December 2009. I reported that the overall deficit was likely 

to be of the order of £25,000  and the outlook for our future finances was 

not rosy!  
 

The accounts for last year have now been completed and have been 

approved by the Kirk Session, subject to final scrutiny by the Independent 

Examiner. They confirm that our expenditure exceeded our income by 

£25,192. This relates to the normal running costs and does not include 

anything in respect of the All Ability Access Fund which is kept separately. 
 

The Finance Committee has now prepared a 

budget for the current year and this shows 

that there will be a deficit once more, this time 

of the order of £15,000. Clearly this is not a 

situation which we can reasonably 

contemplate. Without urgent action it would 

mean that our already heavily depleted 

reserves would be reduced to a dangerously 

low level and indeed if we continued on the 

present path there is a serious possibility that 

we could run out of funds in four to five years 

and the doors of the old Parish Church would 

be closed. 
 

This sounds alarming and in a sense of course it is, but we have been here 

before. Three years ago we were in a not dissimilar situation, but the 

problem was recognised and the response from the majority of the 

congregation was immediate and excellent and for the time being at least 

the situation was retrieved, mainly through a Gift day when members were 

asked give a special donation. 
 

Looking at the present year, there are two ways in which we can “balance 

the books”. We can try to reduce costs, although this is not easy as most of 

the costs relate to things which cannot be easily altered and there is of 

course the never ending effect of rising costs. In the first instance it is 

important that we make every effort to ensure that there is no unnecessary 

waste. In that regard it is important that things like photocopying are kept 

to the absolute essentials. Every copy made and every piece of paper used 

costs money. We have already taken a decision to stop using colour pages in 



the Magazine and only to use colour prints when justified by exceptional 

circumstances. Heating and lighting, which we estimate for this year could 

cost £12,500 is something which we are looking at closely to see if this can 

be reduced by using less heat in mid week. Similarly, lighting of the church, 

during week day opening hours will have to be reduced to the minimum 

necessary to meet with what is required to provide for a worshipful 

atmosphere within the church. 
 

The second way to help towards eliminating a deficit is of course to increase 

our income. It is hoped that funding raising towards the cost the All Ability 

Access will shortly be at and end and that in future the proceeds of social 

events can be directed towards running costs, but this in its self will not be 

sufficient.   
 

I mentioned earlier the success of the Gift 

Day in 2007. The Kirk Session have decided 

that this should be repeated, but that unlike 

2007 it should take place earlier in the year. 

The date chosen has now been fixed as 

Sunday 6
th
 June. Each member of the 

congregation will receive explanatory 

information and an envelope for a donation 

from their district elder during the visitation 

before the April Communion and you will be 

asked to return the envelope on 6
th
 June or 

as soon as possible thereafter. 
 

There are many ways in which you can give 

a donation. You can of course just give a 

cash contribution, but in the past a number 

of members have raised money by holding 

events, and by making things to sell. In other words using their talents for 

the benefit of the Church.  If anybody wants to give in this way, they need 

not feel that they have to do so before 6
th
 June and any later contributions 

will of course be very gratefully received. 
 

The question, as always is - How Much Do You Value Your Church? Here 

then, is the opportunity to show that how much you do. As I said last 

month, how we respond to this call will determine the future of the Old 

Parish Church. 

 

Please have a look at our website

topcop.org.uk 
There’s useful information and things to see there. 

 
 



 

 

 

Inspired by the plea from Our Roving Correspondent 

A Traveller’s Tale 
 

…a trip to South America 

 

To take your minds away from our recent wintry weather and think about Spring 

around the corner, I thought I’d take you on a trip to South America. 
 

Way back in 1973, when travelling was a whole lot easier than 

it is now, a couple with three young kids decided to take a trip 
around South America.   Countries we had in mind were 

Bolivia, Peru, Ecuador, Columbia and Mexico.   We had already 

been to Argentina, Uruguay and Paraguay so gave them a 

miss.   We would have loved to have gone to Chile, but there 

was trouble brewing there at the time. President Allende was 
assassinated and rumours were going around that people were 

being rounded up and herded into football stadiums. We 

decided to give all that a miss. 
 

So, La Paz, Bolivia’s capital city was our first port of call.  We 
had heard from our doctor that the minute we stepped out of 

the aircraft, we would all have headaches.   La Paz is 14,000 

feet above sea level so we would feel light headed and told to head to the hotel 

and sleep it off.   The city is set high in the Andes mountains and the locals were 

certainly different.  They looked very weather beaten and with high cheek bones.  
They were though very colourful.  Women and children wore very full skirts (dirndl 

like) with lots of colours in them but mainly red.   Women also wore bowler hats 

with young children strapped around their backs.    The men too could be seen 

with red style poncho over their shoulders. The animals they looked after were 

llamas with lots of wool on them to keep them warm.  
 

Leaving there we went to Lake Titicaca where we boarded a hydrofoil to go across 

to Moon Island.   In these days travellers were few and far between.   Although 

there were some returning Mormon missionaries with us.  From there we went by 

car from Copacabana (not the Rio one), still in Bolivia, to a place called Puno (a 10 

hrs drive) with dust flying all over the place. After an overnight stay we took the 
train through the Andes to Cuzco.  It was a pretty long journey but the train 

stopped many times and there again were folk selling 

food, drinks, carpets, you name it, they had it 

Quite near Cuzco, there is a market (Pisac market).   

Once again 
worth a visit 

with folk having 

travelled 

hundred of 

miles each week to sell their wares, sweet 
potatoes and chilli peppers were the main 

vegetables, but there were all sorts of 

hats, ponchos etc. made from the wool of 

llamas and beautiful rugs all for sale. 



 

We then left the railway station in Cuzco for the journey down to Machu Picchu.    

It follows the course of the Sacred River of the Incas.   I read only recently that 
they have had severe rain up in the area and that due to mud slides it is closed to 

everyone until April this year.  Machu Picchu was discovered in 1911 by an 

American called Professor Hiram Bingham of Yale University.   Well worth a visit.  

Then transport was pretty basic, but now they have an Orient Express style luxury 

train going there. 
 

We made a flying visit to Lima and then on to Quito, Ecuador.   Found ourselves 

standing on the equator there but not much more of interest back then. 
 

Still travelling we went 

on to Bogota, Columbia 
(don’t know about then, 

but certainly now is 

where the drug barons 

live).   They have a 

wonderful gold museum 
there and in one room 

you are led into in the 

dark and then when the 

lights go on, boy, they 

have the most 
magnificent show of 

scrap gold you will ever 

see. 
 

The last stop in South America was Mexico City.   First place we visited was the 
Basilica of our Lady of Guadalupe.   Well if you didn’t have sore knees before you 

went in, you certainly had them by the time you came out.   Poor folk going up 

steps on their knees and then continuing on to the 

entrance which to me, seemed like a mile long.    On 

the outskirts of the city we saw pyramids of 
Teotihuachan (Aztec in architecture).   With rather 

narrow steps up, I remember leaving it to the family 

to climb up.   There is also a wonderful museum in 

Mexico City one should visit.  All in all so much to 

see and do. 
 

The same journey now with what one has to put up 

with at airports, does not have the same appeal, so I 

must admit having done it all these years ago, made 

it special and one I wanted to share with all you 
good folk. 
 

I hope I have not bored you with this tale, but hope 

you have enjoyed the journey back with me. 

 

I have been to a few other interesting places and if 
you have enjoyed reading this, let me know and I 

will come back again. 
 

Till then, I’ll remain anonymous. 

 
 



More Memories 

 of Peebles 
Anne Derrick 

 
 

The “Braes of Peebles” sparked off some more memories in my mind as we 

stretched and exercised at Fitness class and my mind wandered amidst the 

aerobics to the different vehicles to be seen on the streets of Peebles when I 

was a child growing up in the 1950s. 
 

Do you remember these? 
 

• Delivery boys’ bikes – the kind with the small 

front wheel, a holder for a large basket and with 

a panel in the middle painted with the shop’s 

name. They must have been heavy machines to 

pedal around the town, especially with a full load 

of groceries in the basket! 
 

• Tradesmen’s barrows: Many local 

businesses had large wheelbarrows 

(perhaps Leonard Grandison, George 

Thorburn or Graham Mackison can help 

here). All the gear required for a job 

was loaded onto the barrow which was 

pushed, probably by two men, from the 

tradesmen’s yard to wherever the job 

was. Much more eco-friendly than being 

a ‘white van man’. 
 

• There must have been a gentleman in 

the town who had been badly wounded, 

probably in the First World War, because he went about the town in an 

invalid carriage operated by two hand levers. He seemed to have a 

large waterproof cover over his legs and the vehicle moved by hand 

power alone. 
 

• Scammel lorries: Thorburn’s Mill had a 

dark green Scammel lorry, often to be 

seen moving cloth from the spinning 

mill (where the swimming pool now is) 

to the large mill in Damdale. The three-

wheeler tractor unit on the vehicle was 

very manoeuvrable and useful for work 

in a confined space. The railway station 

had a crimson and cream coloured one for delivering parcels. 



• Coop milk float and bread van: The Co-op had two horses, stabled in 

the stables still visible in Elcho St (‘Store’) Brae. In their garages, 

where Elcho St Mews are now, there was a flat milk float drawn by a 

large chestnut carthorse called Billy. They also had a bread van, drawn 

by a spirited grey horse. I can remember seeing this horse gallop off 

from the stables out of control with the bread van behind it and men 

shouting after it and I think they may have got rid of the horse after 

that episode! Billy was a different proposition. Calm and gentle and 

driven by a local character known as ‘Doe’ Mitchell, he had many 

friends among the children of the town. When Mr Mitchell stopped the 

cart in Crossland Crescent, it was the highlight of my morning, aged 5, 

to be lifted onto Billy’s back and carried gently to the next stop round 

the corner. Health and safety nowadays would have a fit but in those 

days, such a thing didn’t exist and we were blissfully happy and 

perfectly safe on dear old Billy’s back. 
 

• Baker’s van: Goodburn the baker operated 

a fleet of dark red Morris vans which toured 

the town selling bread and cakes. The van 

stopped in the street and the driver got out 

and pulled out a sort of drawer from the roof 

at the back which acted as a shelter from the 

rain. Housewives then came out and bought 

their baker’s goods. Forsyth’s the bakers, 

from Innerleithen, had an even more fancy 

affair. Their large blue van was big enough to 

actually go inside and make your purchases 

across a counter within the van itself. 
 

• Road rollers and snow plough as a little 

girl whose grannies both lived in Damdale 

(next door to one another – I thought 

everyone’s grannies lived next door to each 

other, but if you think about it, the reason is 

blindingly obvious!), I was fascinated by the 

chimney pots and ‘grannies’ (chimney grannies this time) in Fairbairn’s 

yard at the foot of Damdale. Placed on the ground, they appeared 

enormous to a small child. After viewing the ‘grannies’, the next treat 

was a walk along Dovecot to see the road rollers. How easily we were 

amused in those days! Their garage has just been demolished, but 

most folk will remember the brick building with its row of long, narrow 

windows. Each window contained a surprise, for behind each was a 

gleaming black monster! It was an even greater treat if one of these 

steam giants was entering and leaving the yard, because it could then 

be seen in all its glory. As a grand finale, in the last window sat the 

mighty snow plough with its own special lorry, reminding you of winter 

blizzards. 



  

 

Composting 
 

God made Heaven and Earth then The Lord God took the man and put him 

in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it: Genesis Ch2 V15. 
 

A growing problem for all of us is the amount of waste we produce, and the 

amount being sent to landfill. Organic waste rots down in landfills to form 

methane which is a powerful climate change gas, the effects of which are 

twenty three times more potent than carbon dioxide. Luckily you can play 

your part in reducing waste in your own back garden. WRAP (the Waste & 

Resources Action Programme) Scotland and the Scottish Government are in 

partnership to provide a range of subsidised home compost bins to every 

household in Scotland. Composting at home diverts waste and produces a 

wonderful, healthy and free material that you can use all round your garden. 

You can feed your bin uncooked vegetable and fruit scraps including potato, 

carrot and sprout peelings, orange peel, banana skins, tea bags and even 

the contents of your vacuum cleaner. Garden weeds, grass clippings and 

paper items such as egg boxes, toilet roll tubes and shredded letters go in 

too. This will soon turn into rich, healthy compost you can use all round your 

garden as a mulch and soil improver. WRAP Scotland in partnership with the 

Scottish Government offers compost bins for as little as £8,and this includes 

delivery, full instructions on how to compost and a free kitchen caddy. For 

more details, and to order your bin, visit www.wasteawarescotland.org.uk or 

ring the order line on 0845 076 0223. 

We have our own compost bin in the Church garden which is filling up nicely 

but if you don’t have a compost bin of your own and you want to recycle 

your green waste feel free to pop it in the church bin. 
 

Sustainable Scotland 

The Open University is launching a new short course on sustainability and 

sustainable development in Scotland, starting in May 2010. Sustainable 

Scotland looks into key themes of the sustainability agenda, including how 

we manage waste, produce and use food, our choice of energy sources, use 

information technology, and transport issues. The course also considers 

some less well explored areas including cultural and community 

sustainability. This course is taught entirely online. It will appeal to anyone 

seeking to play a more active and informed role in a sustainable future as 

well as those who are interested in contemporary Scottish society. No 

previous qualifications are required to study. For further information vis it: 

www.openuniversity.co.uk/sustainablescotland 

 
 

 



 

Who we are 
This month it’s our chance to learn more about one of our 

sportier members 

Jennifer MacFarlane   
 

What’s your day job? Regional Manager, Royal Academy of Dance.  
 

Got a favourite food? My Mum’s legendary red pepper soup 
 

Got any famous relatives? My Dad’s cousin was Sir John Hunt (led the 

expedition in which Sir Edmund Hillary reached summit of Everest in 1953) 
 

What’s on the CD player in your car? Sing Along Nursery Rhymes (and 

that’s just for Iain!) 
 

Best career move? Leaving the graduate training programme of the 

Clydesdale Bank- very dull! 
 

What’s your ambition for TOPCOP? That we all practice what we listen to 

Callum preaching on 
 

How would you sell the idea of TOPCOP to your friends? That most of 

the males in the congregation resemble George Clooney! 
 

Ideal length of sermon? 5 mins max. 
 

What was the last book you read? “Turning Points: Stories to Change 

your Life” by Julie Ogilvie (a compelling book on turning points in the lives of 

famous and not so famous) Proceeds from book go to “Project Scotland”- 

helping to transform the lives of underprivileged 16-25 year olds. 
 

Do you have a favorite book/film? Book: The Kite Runner - Khaled 

Hosseini. Film: “To Kill a Mocking Bird” 
 

What’s important to you? My precious wee girls Emily and Sophie, Iain 

and the rest of my family (not forgetting our sponsored child Silvia in 

Zambia) plus the baby charities I am involved in fundraising for. 
 

What is your greatest strength/weakness? Good organisational skills 

but stubborn to the end!  
 

What are your other interests? Playing the piano, attending salsa, pilates 

and zumba dancing classes 
 

Got a favourite hymn/anthem? “Praise my Soul the King of Heaven” and 

“How Great thou Art” 
 

If you were to write a book, what would it be about?   

It would be called “Bungling In Brussels” and would be all about the very 

funny experiences we had living in Belgium and struggling to learn and 

understand Flemish! 
 

Anything else we should know?  

Iain, Susan Russel and I are currently training to run in the Edinburgh Relay 

Marathon in May 2010. We would love you to sponsor us- it’s quite an uphill 



struggle as we have never tackled running before! We are running with 16 

people in total (4 teams of 4) to raise funds for PiggyBankkids and the 

Jennifer Brown Research Fund (a charity based at Simpson Centre, 

Edinburgh Royal Infirmary which funds research into pregnancy problems). 

We are running alongside Dr Rhona Hughes, the consultant obstetrician who 

delivered Sophie and also her colleague Jane Norman, Professor of Maternal 

and Fetal Medicine, Edinburgh University and who also sits on the Advisory 

Board of the Jennifer Brown Research Fund.  We have been supporting this 

charity since 2003 when we lost our first baby Gregor MacFarlane. Please 

support us at: www.justgiving.com/Jennifer-MacFarlane0 or write to me care 

of the Editor- any donations small or large would be received most 

gratefully. 
 

 

 

 

 

Bell-tower Craik 
The Craik is brief this month! 

 

On preaching A sermon, like a feature article, can afford to sag a wee bit in 

the middle, but it should start on a high note and end on one.  The Amen at 

the end of the sermon must come 

as a surprise to the congregation, 

so that they say to you afterwards, 

“I could have listened for another 

half-hour.”  Unlikely – another five 

minutes and the impact of the 

sermon would have gone, along 

with most of the congregation.  
 

(Rev. James L. Dow, one-time 

minister in Greenock, journalist, 

broadcaster and amateur actor.) 
 

Unanswered Prayer. The 

preacher's 5 year-old daughter 

noticed that her father always  

paused and bowed his head for a 

moment before starting his sermon.   

One day, she asked him why. 'Well, 

my dear,' he began, proud that his 

daughter was so Observant of his 

messages. 'I'm asking the Lord to 

help me preach a good sermon.' 

'How come He doesn't answer it?' 

she asked. 
 



 

Thanks 
from the 

magazine babes. 
 

 

Being economical. You may have noticed that this edition of the magazine 

is in covered in glorious black & white rather than colour. There are two 

reasons; firstly we’re trying to save some money (having the cover in 

colour adds 10p to the cost of each copy and we all need to do our bit for 

the church’s budget in the forthcoming year) and secondly we’re attempting 

to improve the print quality so that what you see is a first-generation print 

rather than a photocopy. We’ve been struggling to get the new printer to 

produce the quality we expected when it’s working in colour so we’d 

appreciate it if you can bear with us during this improvement process. 

Remember you can see this magazine in full colour on our website. 
 

Magazine Distributors 

Please note that your folders will not be in your pews anymore. They will be 

in Boxes in the NORTH and SOUTH AISLES at the back seat. 
 

Large print copy. Thanks to our new printer we can produce a large-print 

copy of this magazine so if this would be helpful to you, please ask your 

magazine distributor for this service. 
 

If you’d like to save a tree or two you can also access the magazine in 

full colour on the website www.topcop.org.uk/magazine Did you know that 

nearly 200 people read this magazine on the website every month this 

year. 
 

 

 

Would you like your own copy each month? 

Well help is at hand… just fill in and post this form! 
 

 

To: 

Miss Marianne Ewart, 23 Cuddyside, Peebles EH45 8EN (721964) or 

Mrs Ruby Buchan, 14 Kingsland Square, Peebles EH45 8EZ (721048) 

 

Your name …………………………………………………………………… 

 

Your address…………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

I’m happy to enclose a donation of £….... towards the cost of the 

Magazine. 

Please make cheques payable to “The Old Parish Church of Peebles” 
 

 

 



 

CHURCH ORDERS (PEEBLES) 
 

READERS 
    

April 4 Marjorie Renton Acts 10:34-43 

St Luke 24:1-12 
    

 11 Jim Edgar Acts 5:27-32 

St John 20:19-31 
    

 18 Sheena Edgar Acts 9:1-6 

St John 21:1-19 
    

 25 Diana Brown Acts 9:36-43 

St John 10:22-30 
    

May 2 All-age Worship Acts 11:1-18 

St John 13:31-35 
    

 9 Sally Thorburn Acts 16:9-15 

St John 14:23-29 
    

 16 Isabelle Coghill Acts 16:16-34  

St John 17:20-26 
    

 23 Anne Derrick Acts 2:1-21 

St John 14:8-17 
    

 30 Douglas Kesting Proverbs 8:1-4 and 22-31 

St John 16:12-15 
    

DUTY ELDERS          North                         South 

April  Arthur Rae Angus Russel 

  Alastair Fleming Sandy Murray 

  Jim Edgar Marjorie Renton 

May  Elizabeth Fairless Norman Kerr 

  Tom Swanston Marjory Gregory 
    

SHORT ORDERS OF HOLY COMMUNION 

April  Sacrament of Holy Communion  

 

The Clangers 

Apr 4 Jeanette Mackison (am) 

Angus Russel (pm) 

 11 Wilma Smith 

 18 Malcolm Lumsden 

 25 Kirsty Davidson 

   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES 

EDDLESTON 
 

   

April  
   

Sunday 

4th 

8am 

 
11.45am 

EASTER DAY Open Air Service in the Meldons picnic 

area 

EASTER DAY Morning Worship 
   

Sunday 

11th 

11.45am Morning Worship with the Sacrament of Holy Baptism 

Second Sunday of Easter 
   

Sunday 

18th 

11.45am 

 
Morning Worship  

Third Sunday of Easter 
   

Sunday 

25th 

6pm All-age Evening Worship  

 
   

May  
   

Sunday 

2nd 

11.45am Morning Worship 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL REGISTERS 
 

 

Peebles 

BAPTISM 

14
th
 March Harry David, son of Fiona and Johnathan Wild, Jersey 

 

DEATHS 

16
th
 March Mrs Isabella Chalmers, 16, Horsbrugh Ford, Peebles 

22
nd

 March Mrs Una Tait, Ryedale, Springhill Road, Peebles 
 

New Member 

Mrs Marion Fleming, 10 Venlaw View, Peebles. By certificate from Biggar. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Thanks to all of you who have contributed  

to this edition of our magazine. 
 
 

If you’ve an event happening within the church and would like 

people to know about it through this magazine? Let the editor 

know. It would be a great help if articles or intimations for the April 2010   

magazine be sent in by 20th April to David MacFarlane on 07711 

851611 or preferably e-mail: magazine@topcop.org.uk 



 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES 
 

PEEBLES 
 

 

April   

Thursday 

1st 

7.30pm United Maundy Thursday Service in the Old Parish 

Church 
   

Friday 2
nd

 7.30pm Good Friday Service 
   

Sunday 

4th 

9am 

10am 

 

6pm 

EASTER DAY Informal Service in the Church Garden 

EASTER DAY Morning Worship with the Sacrament of 

Holy Baptism 

Monthly Evening Service 
   

Sunday 

11th 

10am 

 

Morning Worship  

Second Sunday of Easter 
   

Sunday 

18th 

10am 

   

Morning Worship 

Third Sunday of Easter 
   

Sunday 

25th 

10am 

 

Morning Worship with the Sacrament of Holy 

Communion. Fourth Sunday of Easter 
   

May   

Sunday 

2nd 

10am 

 

6pm 

All-age Morning Worship 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Monthly Evening Service 
 
 

  

Daily Worship at Peebles Monday to Saturday at 10am. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

OFFERINGS 
 

EDDLESTON   

Total Offerings for March 2010  £576.68 

Total Offerings for March 2009  £518.56 

Total Offerings for 3 months of 2010  £2,205.81 

Total Offerings for 3 months of 2009  £2,153.02 

Increase in giving over 2009  £52.79 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Who’s Who at Peebles & Eddleston 
 

Minister:  

The Reverend Calum Macdougall 

The Manse, Innerleithen Road, 
Peebles EH45 8BD  

01721 720568  

calum@topcop.org.uk 
 

 

 

 

Joint Session Clerk: 

Barbara Crawford 
 

 
 

Joint Session Clerk:  
Sheena Edgar 

5 Jubilee Park 

PEEBLES  

Tel: 01721 723327 

sheena@topcop.org.uk 

 

Treasurer: 

Jim Edgar  

5 Jubilee Park 

PEEBLES  

Tel: 01721 723327 
 

 

Organist & Choirmaster: 

Anne Derrick 

 
 

music@topcop.org.uk 

Church Administrator & 

Roll Keeper: 

Alison Duncan 

House: 721033 
Mobile: 07752 633287 

admin@topcop.org.uk 

 

Beadle:  

Edward Knowles 

56 Elliots Park, Peebles. 
01721 722860 

 

Hall-keeper:  
Vacant 

  

Eddleston Session Clerk: 
Margaret Love 

11 Old Manse Road, 

Eddleston. 

01721 730263 

 

Eddleston Treasurer: 

Archie Smellie 

Hattonknowe, Eddleston.  
01721 730282 

 

Eddleston Organist: 

Lorraine Mulholland 

Millbank, Eddleston.  
01721 730332 

 

Eco-congregation & 

Fairtrade Co-ordinator, 

Peebles: 

Diana Brown 
Springhill Road, Peebles. 

01721 720817 

 

Eco-congregation & 

Fairtrade Co-ordinator, 

Eddleston: 

Vivienne Wilmut  
Manse Road Eddleston 

01721 730335 
 

Registered charities (Peebles) SCO13316 (Eddleston) SCO10081 
 

 



 

 

FLOWER CALENDAR 
Convenor: 

Mrs Maureen Collier 724633 
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Easter Sunday 

   

   

11 Donor Mrs I Arthur, Provost Melrose Place 

 Arranger Margaret Percy-Robb 

18 Donor Mrs B Charteris 

 Arranger Anne Ross 

25 Donor Miss S Murray, Cross Street 

Mrs A Cruickshanks, Dukehaugh A
p
r
il
 

 Arranger Margaret Ireland 

                     

2 Donors Mrs A Derrick, Edderston Road 

Mrs E Wilson, Gattonside 

Mr W Smith, South Parks West 

 Arranger Elizabeth Trueman 

9 Donor Mr & Mrs W Nicoll, Cardrona 

 Arranger Janet Macdougall 

16 Donor Mrs A Ramsay, Frankscroft 

 Arranger Audrey Annand 

23 Donors Mrs White, Buchan Gardens 

Mrs E Parker, Templebar 

 Arranger Elizabeth Douglas 

30 Donors Mrs Affleck, Bourne, Lincolnshire 

Mrs Ferguson, Halyrude Court 

M
a
y
 

 Arranger Stephanie Porter 


